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............................................................................PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY KEN GRANT President

Who, What and Why We Celebrate 
Golden Anniversary Recollections

The American Philatelic Society and the 
APRL planned a remarkable Golden Anniversary 
event marking the 50th Anniversary of the 
American Philatelic Research Library, which 
took place in Bellefonte on Friday and Saturday, 
November 2–3.

On Saturday, November 3, the celebratory 
program opened with a Welcome and Library 
Founders’ Ceremony. Part of that program 
included recognition of the efforts of APS 
Presidents Edward Willard and Daniel Vooys, 
who were instrumental in creating the APRL.

It was Edward Willard who proposed the 
reestablishment of an APS library at the 1967 annual meeting:

“There is a major policy that has been close to my heart for some 
time. It is the establishment of a Society Library as an increased 
benefit to members. It is easy to say ‘set up a library,’ but it must 
be useful to all members, who may be thousands of miles distant.”

Daniel Vooys chaired an ad hoc committee to study whether the library 
proposal was feasible. The proposed library was approved and began 
operations in 1968. If you visit the APS website and look on the APRL links 
for the listing of Library Trustees, you will notice that both Edward Willard 
and Daniel Vooys were among the first APRL Trustees. 

Presidents Edward 
Willard (left) and 
Daniel Vooys (right).
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Besides working on the feasibility committee, Daniel Vooys served 
as treasurer, vice president, and president of the APRL. In fact, Vooys 
contributed two large donations from his own philatelic literature collection 
to the Library. Following his death, the APS established the Vooys Fund, 
created to honor those who follow in Vooys’ footsteps by financially 
supporting the APRL. Current Vooy’s Fellows are pictured above.

Invitations were extended to former APRL librarians to take part in 
the celebration and see the splendid outcome of their collective decades 
of thoughtful guidance and diligent commitment. Their participation also 
presented an opportunity for APS and APRL members to renew friendships 
with former librarians and to thank them for their efforts on behalf of the 
APRL. 

A visit to the American Philatelic Center would not be complete 
without tours of the facility. Library staff prepared displays of philatelic 
literature showcasing material is seldom seen by the public. Throughout 
the day, “Authors’ Talks” by distinguished philatelic writers enthralled and 
entertained. In addition, there were souvenirs available, and the Headsville 
Post Office, Expertizing Department and APS Circuit Sales were open for 
business.

Vooys Fellows: Row 1: Robin Gates Elliott, Ken Martin, Hugh McMackin III;  
Row 2: Don Heller; Row 3: Robert Zeigler (APS President), Ken Grant (APRL President), 
Stephen Washburne; Row 4: Rich Drews, Roger Brody, Wade Saadi.
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Proved to serve you, the APRL Staff: Front Row: Krystal Harter, Librarian Circulation 
Clerk and Scott Tiffney, Librarian; Rear Row: Marian Mills, Research Assistant; 
Jacqueline Baca Ramos, Librarian Circulation Clerk and Betsy Gamble, Library 
Technical Services.

Herman Eberhardt delivered 
the keynote address at the APRL 
Golden Anniversary Dinner.

The Celebration concluded 
with a dinner at the American 
Philatelic Center. Herman 
Eberhardt (right), the 
Supervisory Curator of the 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
Presidential Library and 
Museum, delivered the 
evening’s keynote address.

The APS Family in 
Bellefonte worked hard to 
make sure this would be a 
memorable event for all. 
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...........................................................................
BY SCOTT TIFFNEY APRL Librarian

FROM THE LIBRARIAN’S DESK

Looking to Our Past, and to Our Future
“Library Service” Marks a Major Milestone

Golden Anniversary Event 
Two days in early November the event that all 

of us here at the American Philatelic Research Li-
brary (APRL) had been planning and anticipating 
finally took place as we celebrated the 50th anni-
versary of the APRL’s incorporation. On Friday, 
November 2, and Saturday, November 3, at the 
American Philatelic Center (APC) we celebrated 
the occasion with two days of looking back on our 
history while also looking ahead to the future of 
the philatelic research and resources that make up 
the APRL.

In 1968 American Philatelic So-
ciety (APS) President Edward L. 
Willard at the annual convention 
of the APS in Rochester, New York, 
called for the “creation of a Library 
Service.” From this simple appeal and 
through the tireless efforts of many 
members of the APS at the time, fi-
nally on October 28, 1968, the APRL 

was officially incorporated and the 
current day philatelic home for re-
search and resources for the APS and 
the philatelic community was born.

The two days of Celebration 
started off with a Meet and Greet 
on Friday evening and was then fol-
lowed by a full day of activities on 
Saturday. November 3 started with 

Attendees in the library look at the exhibits of APRL memorabilia.
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APS Executive Director Scott Eng-
lish welcoming those assembled to 
the festivities touching on many of 
the historic themes of the day. APS 
President Bob Zeigler and APRL 
President Ken Grant also spoke at 
the morning ceremony of the con-
tributions made by two men back in 
1968 which led to the Library’s incor-
poration, APS President Edward L. 
Willard and Daniel W. Vooys.

One of the highlights of the day 
was a series of six authors’ talks that 
included both a morning and after-
noon session. Attendees were treated 
to talks about analytical philately, early 
U.S. airmail, proper stamp collection 
preservation, the future of philatelic 
libraries and research, as well a history 
of the H.R. Harmer auction house 
among other subjects.

The day of events concluded with 

a Celebration Dinner including key-
note speaker Herman Eberhardt, 
Curator at the Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt Presidential Library and 
Museum (FDRLM). Mr. Eberhardt 
spoke of the “Stamp Collecting 
President” while giving those in at-
tendance a virtual tour of the FDRLM 
and its unique resources and exhibits.

BNAPEX 2018
In September, as the British North 

American Philatelic Society held its 
annual conference and stamp show 
in Quebec City, a one-of-a-kind ex-
perience took place. A joint session 
took place that included librarians 
from three of North America’s lead-
ing philatelic research libraries and 
repositories: the Vincent Graves 
Greene Philatelic Research Founda-
tion in Toronto (VGG); Library and 
Archives Canada in Ottawa (LAC); 

Richard Judge’s Author Talk — Analytical Philately Researcher & Author — A discussion 
of Analytical Philately which applies scientific methods and technical research in the 
detailed study of stamps and their production.
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and the APRL. Representing the 
VGG and the LAC was Reference Li-
brarian Kathy Harley and Archivist 
James Bone, respectively.

The joint session, the brainchild 
of Ms. Hartley, afforded each librar-
ian the opportunity to introduce and 
highlight to the large audience the 
various unique philatelic services 
and resources available at each of 

their institutions. 

Donations Continue
As mentioned in the Library News 

column the APRL received two sig-
nificant donations recently. One 
donation consisted of many rare 
philatelic journals from longtime 
APS Historian Herb Trenchard and 
the other was the remaining research 
collection of Thomas Alexander. The 
APRL is exceptional in comparison 
to other research libraries of the same 
standing, in that we are mostly reli-
ant on donations to populate about 
90 percent of the collection.

Left: The Royal Beaver of BNAPS. 
Below: The dealer bourse at BNAPEX.
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It is truly one of the more re-
warding and fulfilling aspects of the 
library’s mission that we reach our 
goals as the research arm of the APS 
chiefly through the generosity of our 
members and other supportive phila-
telic organizations and individuals. 

In light of this tradition of 
generosity, we are always interested 
in receiving donations of philatelic 
literature at the APRL. All that we 
ask is that you consult with the 
library first, and provide us with a 

general inventory or description of 
the material if at all possible, so that 
we can best determine its place in the 
collection.

What we cannot use for the APRL 
collection, we offer to other philatelic 
libraries which are partners with us 
in the online Philatelic Union Cata-
log. If you have philatelic literature 
you are interested in donating, please 
contact the APRL. We will be glad 
to assist in helping you find the best 
home for your material.

State of the art for archival preservation and appearance; our pages are 100% cotton, 
neutral pH, light buffered: blank, quadrille, paneled. Made exclusively for us in the USA. 

On the Web: over 1,000 pages of listings updated weekly, reference fi les, etc. 

PB Bland Pages, Mylar and Page Boxes

Purchaser of major and minor philatelic libraries in addition to seeking new titles from more than 
100 publishers: Proud Bailey, Collectors Clubs of Chicago and New York, Philatelic Foundation,

APS, BIA, Peter Feuser, Chavril Press, The Depot, Royal Philatelic Society of London, 
Stuart Rossiter Trust, U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, various university presses, and private publishers.

Our Own Publications
Postal History of Indiana, two volumes, 1,100 pages, by Baker $75.00
U.S. Letter Rates to Foreign Destinations, 1847 to GPU–UPU 37.50
Fresno and San Francisco Bicycle Post of 1894, by Cooper 50.00
Postal History of the Forwarding Agents, by Rowe, 1996 47.50
Private Ship Letter Stamps of the World, Vols. 1–4 160.00
CSA Philatelic Subject Index and Bibliography 1862–1999, by Byne 90.00
CSA, Markings and Postal History of Richmond, Virginia, by Powell 50.00
Handstamps of Wells, Fargo & Co. 1852 to 1895, by Leitzinger 45.00
The Caribbean Neptune, by Stone 65.00
California Town Postmarks, two volumes, 1,054 pages, by Williams 105.00
Nebraska Territory Postal History, by Winter 35.00
Nevada Express, Wells, Fargo & Co, and Other Letter Expresses,
   1857–1895 by Gamett 45.00
U.S. Railroad Contract Mail Routes (1832–1875) by Feldman $107.50

PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE • PBBOOKS.COM
Authoritative Philatelic Literature

U.S., CSA, Maritime, Forgeries, G.B., and the Empire

P.O. Box 36006, Louisville, KY 40233
Phone: 502-451-0317http://pbooks.com  E-mail:  Leonard@pbbooks.net

Leonard H. Hartmann
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Our 53rd Year

Philatelic Literature

stamplibrary.org
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....................................................................................................LIBRARY NEWS
BY SERGIO LUGO

“Libraries store the energy that fuels the imagination. They open up windows 
to the world and inspire us to explore and achieve, and contribute to improving 
our quality of life. Libraries change lives for the better.” — Sidney Sheldon

Care and Treatment of 
Auction Catalogs

Philatelic librarians and friends 
of the libraries involved in the Phila-
telic Union Catalog (PUC) have met 
telephonically for years and in one 
physical meeting per year at the APS 
Show. Among the most recent dis-
cussions of that group has been an 
on-going dialogue that might easily 
be labeled: Where are the philatelic 
auction catalogs? I thought I might 
apprise readers of the scope of that 
dialogue and developments taking 
place in this meeting of the minds. 

• The APRL and the RPSL retain all 
domestic and worldwide auction 
catalogs, with the APRL retaining 
two copies. The Peggy J. Slusser 
Memorial Philatelic Library of 
the Postal History Foundation’s 
auction catalog policy is to re-
tain name sale, name collection 
and “particularly impressive cata-
logs in scope and extent of their 
philatelic material.” Some auction 
catalogs have been cataloged at 
the item level. Slusser has a goal 
to catalog their remaining auction 
catalogs at the item level. All other 
PUC-associated libraries keep 
some of the auction catalogs they 
receive, but do not have the facili-
ties to store all auction catalogs.

• Auction catalogs are frequently 

kept in closed stack areas (APRL, 
RMPL, RPSL). Name-sale catalogs 
are frequently kept in public areas 
(APRL, RMPL).

• Auction catalogs are treated 
(APRL, RMPL) no differently 
than book or journal issues in that 
they can be borrowed by their 
members and can be sent to 
them if requested remotely. The 
RPSL treats auction catalogs (its 
holdings date back to 1872) as 
serialized literature and are not 
available for borrowing. 

• Space for housing auction cata-
log collections (APRL, RMPL) is 
an ongoing issue. The RPSL has 
finally overcome the constant is-
sue of lack of space by locating to 
new premises as of next summer. 
The RPSL accepts that libraries 
always outgrow their quarters 
and that full commitment to their 
membership means finding space 
elsewhere if and when necessary. 

• Volunteers (APRL, RPSL, RMPL) 
are heavily involved in maintain-
ing auction catalog collections and 
have been able to free up space 
(APRL) as a result.

• Libraries continue to receive very 
large donations of auction catalogs 
(APRL), often including complete 
runs from earliest times of early 
international auctions. 



FOURTH QUARTER 2018 /  VOL. 67 / PHILATELIC LITERATURE REVIEW   251

American Philatelic  
Research Library 
(Bellefonte, Pennsylvania)

This past three months has been 
a busy time at the APRL. We have 
received a number of notable dona-

tions and have been a part of two 
significant events.

First, we received the last portion 
of the Thomas Alexander Research 
Collection. Mr. Alexander was a 
philatelic collector and expert, as 

• The wish for many philatelic li-
brarians (most forcefully stated 
by the RPSL) is for a level of detail 
in online catalogs that will meet 
needs (his vision is shared by the 
APRL). More detailed descrip-
tions of individual sales would be 
beneficial for the philatelic com-
munity. However, maintaining 
consistency has been difficult to 
achieve because of the voluntary 
nature of the workers, since none 
of the libraries has a paid staff 
solely dedicated to the cataloging 
of auction catalogs. 

• As for digitization, the APRL 
currently collects or downloads 
recent auction catalogs (those 
which are only available in digital 
form) and saves them on a local 
server. Neither the general public 
nor APRL members have access 
to these, but staff can access them 
if and as needed. Efforts are un-
der way to contact domestic and 
international auction houses to 
either house their digital auction 
sales on APRL servers and thereby 
gain access, or to digitize some of 
their more notable sales. Regretta-
bly, the APRL has not received any 
interest in this project to date.

• The RPSL sees this as definitely 
worth supporting although, with 
several million pages to deal with, 

they do not see this as likely to be 
completed anytime in the next 
30 years. However, that is no rea-
son not to start work on it, even 
though once again this will require 
considerable labor. The RPSL feels 
that the Global Philatelic Library 
should be the repository for online 
auction catalogs. In the meantime, 
however, the APRL (and others) 
should move to produce a much 
more detailed catalog rather than 
listing a house and range of sale 
numbers or years held. This does 
not do the collection full justice. 
Information required should be 
the house name, sale number (if 
any), dates each sale was held, 
where it was held, vendor names 
and perhaps the prices realised. 
The RPSL also attempts to list 
keywords for each sale – usually 
the top six countries or themes. 
This makes auction catalogs much 
more useful for the researcher.

• Copyright is also a significant issue 
regarding auction catalogs. 

• The APRL sells used auction 
catalogs; apparently they are quite 
popular with members. 

• The APRL estimates that one out 
of every 15 telephonic inquiries 
they receive involves auction cata-
logs. 

* * * * * * *
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well as a distinguished author. He 
served with various philatelic orga-
nizations, including as president of 
the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society in 
1981–84, and also devoting years of 
his time to committees of the Ameri-
can Philatelic Society.

The collection comprises his per-
sonal research materials on philately 
and history, mostly relating to that 
of Kansas, Missouri, and the mid-
nineteenth century United States. 
It includes many different kinds of 
papers, as well as slides, microfiche, 
microfilm, photographs, and pho-
tographic negatives. The philatelic 
papers range from correspondence 
and biographical clippings to edited 
manuscripts in addition to data on 
the 1847 cover census, exhibit and 
research notes, and general clippings. 
Currently, Archival Intern Susanna 
Mills is working on inventorying the 
most recent donation of the remain-
ing collection.

Another donation of note was re-
ceived from former APS Historian 
Herb Trenchard. A group from the 
APRL visited Mr. Trenchard’s home 
in Maryland to select and box for 
return to the Library over 120 boxes 
of philatelic literature. Mr. Trenchard 
has one of the largest collections of 
philatelic literature, specifically auc-
tion catalogs, that is known to exist 
and has generously donated the bulk 
of his extraordinary collection to the 
APRL over the years. While there, 
many international auction catalogs 
were boxed and brought back to the 
APRL.

As for events, the APRL celebrated 

an important date in its history and 
also was able to be part of a unique 
philatelic occurrence. The celebra-
tion of the 50th anniversary of the 
APRL and its incorporation took 
place November 2–3, as described 
elsewhere in this issue. APS Mem-
bers and the general public shared in 
the celebration.

The second experience was the 
opportunity for the APRL to take 
part in a collaborative session at the 
BNAPEX 2018 stamp show in Que-
bec City. Kathy Hartley (Vincent 
Graves Greene Philatelic Research 
Foundation, Reference Librarian), 
James Bone (Archivist, Library and 
Archives Canada) and Scott Tiffney 
(Librarian, APRL) presented a joint 
session at the show highlighting the 
philatelic resources for each. The 
session was the first of its kind and 
was very well attended. (More about 
the 50th APRL Event and BNAPEX is 
covered in the “From the Librarian’s 
Desk” column.)

Vincent Graves Greene 
(Toronto, Ontario, Canada)

The Harry Sutherland Philatelic 
Library (HSPL) was invited to make 
a presentation during the Canadian 
Philatelic Society of Great Britain’s 
72nd annual convention held in Sep-
tember in Welwyn City Garden, 20 
or so miles outside London. In order 
to better illustrate how our library 
could assist overseas researchers, 
Reference Librarian Kathy Hartley 
invited attendees to send in queries 
ahead of the meeting, of which six 
were sent in and used to illustrate the 
talk. Happily, Autumn Stampex was 
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taking place the following weekend 
and since VGG Executive Direc-
tor Charles Verge was exhibiting he 
joined the presentation and spoke 
to the history of the Vincent Graves 
Greene Philatelic Research Founda-
tion, and the treasures our library 
contains. 

Because of the proximity to Lon-
don, England, opportunity was taken 
to visit 41 Devonshire and meet the 
Royal Philatelic Society London’s 
Honorary Librarian Ben Palmer, Li-
brarian Nicola Davies and Museum 
Curator Juliet Turk. With a number 
of out-of-town members attending 
Stampex, Chris King organized group 
tours through the Society’s new 
premises at 15 Abchurch Lane, and 
we were thrilled to be part of the 
great reveal.

A trip to London wouldn’t be 
complete without a visit to the Postal 
Museum and a too-brief stop at its 
archive. While I thought the Harry 
Sutherland Philatelic Library was 
the only philatelic library with a sub-
scription to the Ancestry genealogy 
database, I learned that because their 
Appointment Books had been digi-
tized and were searchable online via 
ancestry.co.uk, their archive also has 
a subscription.

Back in Canada, the HSPL hosted 
a meet and greet with James Bone 
from Library Archives Canada and 
Scott Tiffney from APRL during the 
British North American Philatelic 
Society’s convention in Quebec 
City. The room was packed and 
researchers were encouraged to both 
search our catalogs and to contact us 

for assistance.

National Postal Museum 
(Washington, D.C.)

The library of the NPM library has 
recently digitized Arthur Maury’s Cat-
alogue descriptif de toutes les marques 
postales de la France: inscriptions, tim-
bres a main, et obliterations ... avec 
des prix de vente pour les collections. 
Translation: Descriptive catalog of all 
the postal marks of France: inscrip-
tions, hand stamps, and obliterations 
... with sale prices for the collections. 
This 239-page monograph was pub-
lished in Paris in 1902.

“John Lennon: The Green Album” 
opened September 7 at the Smithso-
nian’s National Postal Museum and 
coincides with the U.S. Postal Service’s 
issuance of the John Lennon Forever 
Stamp honoring the legendary singer 
and songwriter, the latest stamp in the 
USPS Music Icons stamp series. The 
exhibition will be open through Feb. 
3, 2019.

Our exhibition “Alexander Hamil-
ton: Soldier, Secretary, Icon” remains 
open through spring 2019. Come 
check it out if your Hamilton fever 
just cannot be cured!  And for those 
of you who may have missed them, 
the NPM has added four videos to 
its growing total of 163. The latest 
include: Hamilton; U.S. Airmail; New 
Deal-Era Post Offices; and World War 
I Mail

The NPM’s Sundman Series of 
Lectures hosted its 15th Lecture on 
October 10th, featuring The Texas 
Frontier and the Butterfield Overland 
Mail Express, 1858–1861 by Dr. 
Glen Sample Ely. That presentation, 
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and the previous 14 Sundman Lec-
ture presentations, can be viewed 
at: postalmuseum.si.edu/research/ 
maynard-sundman-lecture-series/
index.html

Rocky Mountain  
Philatelic Library 
(Denver, Colorado)

Summer here at the RMPL has 
been quiet. At our annual members 
picnic in July we presented a new 
award honoring deceased volunteers, 
with a perpetual plaque showing the 
names and dates of each. The first 
two names are Bill Crabbs and How-
ard Benson, who I have mentioned 
in previous news. As noted by many 
other philatelic libraries, the work 
that RMPL volunteers do is irreplace-
able. We could not function without 
them, and this award is long overdue.

Periodically, there are collections 
are donated to the library that are 
unusual and interesting enough to 
be retained intact as Special Collec-
tions. One example is the Judaica 
Collection donated by Mark Vainer. 
Mark and his wife Felice were library 
members and long-time collectors of 
Russian and Jewish philatelic mate-
rial. When they died, their collection 
of Judaica philately was donated to 
the library and put into storage un-
til Dasa Metzler agreed to curate it. 
She continues to work on organiz-
ing and expanding the collection to 
make it accessible to anyone inter-
ested in Judaica. It currently consists 
of over 300 books and exhibits. It is 
important to note that the collection 
– and Dasa – have focused on a broad 
definition of Jewish material and not 

just on Israeli philately. To the best 
of our knowledge, we believe that 
this is the largest collection devoted 
to Judaica philately available in any 
philatelic library. More information 
can be found in the article by Sergio 
Lugo in the May/June 2017 issue of 
Scribblings, our bimonthly journal. 
You can find it on our website www.
rmpldenver.org/publications.html

The 20th video produced by the 
RMPL, now in its final stages of ap-
proval, is anticipated to be released 
before publication of this issue of the 
PLR. It focuses on the Lost Lodges 
of Rocky Mountain National Park 
(RMNP), and features a small por-
tion of Bobbie Heisterkamp’s massive 
collection of RMNP postcards depict-
ing the unique Rocky Mountain-style 
lodges of the park that were demol-
ished during the 20th century.

Spellman Museum of Stamps 
and Postal History 
(Weston, Massachusetts)

The Spellman Museum announces 
the receipt of two major donations 
of philatelic literature. The first is 
the extensive library of Fred Schmitt 
containing several thousand titles 
devoted to philately, general history, 
geography and postal history. Particu-
larly welcome are volumes from the 
Edward B. Proud and Philip Cockrill 
series, works on Hawaiian stamps 
and postal history, maritime mail, 
and research on country and postal 
markings published in the last decade. 
Fred is a former native of New York 
City and recently retired as a dealer 
and head of Schmitt Investors Ltd., a 
buyer and seller of interesting postal 
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history covers and paper items. He 
has written extensively on numerous 
historical topics and is a recognized 
expert in the fields of American 
manuscripts and worldwide postal 
history.

The second donation is the lifetime 
library of the late Michael Mead. 
It includes specialized works on 
censorship of the mail, wartime and 
auxiliary markings, extensive runs of 
journals of British and Far East postal 
history, and postal histories of many 
British Empire colonies. Mr. Mead 
started his philatelic career working 
for H.E. Harris Co. of Boston, then 
the largest mail order postage stamp 
company in the world. In 1983, 
he started Britannia Enterprises, a 
business oriented towards philatelic 
and ephemera trade shows in the 
United States, Canada and England. 
Over time he gave a lot back to 
the hobby and profession serving 
as bourse chairman for Philatelic 
Show in the Boston area for well 
over 30 years and in leadership roles 
in several major philatelic trade 
associations. He was a member of 
the Board of Trustees of the Spellman 
Museum.  

Curator of Philatelic Collections, 
George S. Norton, reports that the 
new additions have already proved to 
be an invaluable resource in research 
of the Spellman’s philatelic collections 
and in the preparation of exhibits. As 
a participating member of the Global 
Philatelic Library initiative, the 
Spellman Museum is listing the new 
titles on the on-line Philatelic Union 
Catalog hosted by the American 

Philatelic Research Library.

Peggy J. Slusser Memorial 
Philatelic Library, Postal 
History Foundation 
(Tucson, Arizona)

The Slusser Library was pleased to 
host the Postal History Foundation’s 
11th annual Tucson Birthday Stamp 
Design Contest, open to Tucson-
area children ages 5–17. One grand 
award-winning design is printed on 
custom postage stamps, and some of 
the designs are chosen as cachets to be 
printed on envelopes to commemorate 
Tucson’s birthday. Winning designs can 
be found at postalhistoryfoundation.
org under “Education & Outreach.”

The Postal History Foundation is 
reorganizing and repurposing space 
in the main building to meet the 
community’s needs better. The new 
configuration clearly delineates pub-
lic space and volunteer work space 
and features a more attractive and 
convenient philatelic store. Addition-
al museum space also will be created. 
The directors of library, archives and 
education plan to implement fresh 
interpretation plans in new, interac-
tive exhibits.

Wineburgh Philatelic Research 
Library, The University of 
Texas at Dallas 
(Dallas, Texas)

The WPRL continues to host the 
Fred C. Sawyer North Texas Chapter 
56 of the American First Day Cover 
Society on the second Saturdays of 
each month. The curator has been 
with the WPRL a little over a year and 
is attempting to revive its holdings as 
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well as its outreach.
The WPRL also continues to re-

ceive the archival records of the San 
Antonio Philatelic Association as 
well as the Texas Philatelic Associa-
tion to be housed on location. The 
university’s Special Collections & Ar-
chives Division in which the WPRL 
is housed, has recently opened the 
Nebula Gallery, a small display 
space, for which the curator of the 
WPRL also is responsible. Although 

her time is split, she hopes to host a 
philatelic contest for the students of 
the University of Texas at Dallas, and 
a few upcoming talks and presenta-
tions in the New Year.

The Special Collections & Archives 
Division also has acquired a new over-
head scanner with the aim of digitizing 
its various collections over time, in-
cluding WPRL journals and archival 
collections.
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............................................................................................SEARCH METHODS 101
BY SCOTT TIFFNEY APRL Librarian

Eight Tried and Tested 
Tools for Researchers

Where to turn to find the answers
For this installment of Search 

Methods 101, let’s look back at 
some of the resources mentioned 
throughout the year in the American 
Philatelic Research Library (APRL) 
blog. Each month a different resource 
from the APRL was highlighted, with 
many of this year’s resources being 
those that a beginning to intermedi-
ate collector may have or use in their 
research about their collection. Next 
year we plan to explore more special-
ized resources that dig deeper when 
researching or understanding various 
aspects of your collecting interests.

Proud Postal History Series
One of the first resources men-

tioned in the blog and one still 

considered invaluable for any postal 
historian, particularly of Great Brit-
ain and the British Colonies, is the 
Edward Proud series of postal his-
tory publications, commonly known 
as just the “Proud Series.” Starting 
in 1961 as a stamp dealer, Edward 
Proud established the Proud Bailey 
Company, which would go on to 
publish these books under three dis-
tinct categories: “The Postal History 
of the British Colonies Series”, “The 
Commonwealth Military Postal His-
tory Series” and “The General Postal 
History Series.” 

From the very first edition of these 
postal history publications, Proud 
included chapters devoted to four dis-



258   PHILATELIC LITERATURE REVIEW / FOURTH QUARTER 2018 / VOL. 67

tinct aspects of each country’s postal 
history: a general history of the coun-
try including its social, political and 
economic history; a section detailing 
the postal history of mail service in 
a given country with many primary 
sources documented; a section dedi-
cated to postal rates from the earliest 
fees of a specific country to a date 
indicated in the introduction of each 
book; and finally, as Proud was a 
stamp dealer with a keen knowledge 
of historic postmarks, a chapter com-
piling and illustrating the numerous 
post offices for each country and 
their postmarks.

Stamp Albums
One of the truly unique items that 

we collect as part of our library’s mis-
sion that makes the APRL distinct 
from many other research libraries 
are items that may not at first be per-
ceived as having any research value. 
One such category that immediately 

comes to mind in the APRL collec-
tion are its stamp albums. On the first 
floor of the public space of the APRL, 
tucked between a row of U.S. and in-
ternational government documents 
and our collection of domestic stamp 
show programs, is a single bay of 24 
shelves housing a small but growing 
collection of U.S. and international 
stamp albums.

The albums are almost complete-
ly devoid of stamps and may at first 
glance seem to be an odd choice for 
inclusion in what is ostensibly a re-
search-oriented philatelic literature 
collection. But stamp albums pro-
vide a wealth of information for not 
only the beginning collector but also 
the serious philatelist. Albums often 
were the collector’s first introduction 
to the hobby, providing not only a 
structure and organization to their 
collecting, but also supplying them 
with the requisite illustrations and 
in some cases further fundamental 
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information, such as stamp catalog 
numbers, watermarks, perforations, 
and more. 

As a research tool, stamp albums 
enable the researcher to determine 
how stamps were categorized and 
classified over time. The majority of 
albums published both here in the 
U.S. and worldwide, like the Scott 
albums for example, included pages 
for all regular officially issued post-
age stamps of various countries. But 
just as collectors became more spe-
cialized in their collecting, in time 
stamp albums began appearing that 
were more highly specialized as well, 
thereby providing the same types of 
information for back-of-the-book is-
sues.

Barefoot Revenue  
Stamp Catalogs

Much like Edward Proud and his 
series of postal history books and in 
keeping with the trend of more spe-

cialized collectors and collecting, 
British stamp dealer John Barefoot 
decided to use his expertise in the 
hobby, particularly regarding fiscal 
issues, to publish a series of highly 
regarded books cataloging federal 
tax stamps, beginning with those of 
Great Britain and the British Colo-
nies and British Commonwealth, but 
expanding in time to cover revenues 
of 62 additional nations, places as 
far afield as Greenland and Cochin 
China. 

Barefoot’s initial publications in-
cluded black and white illustrations 
of the issues with listings of the dif-
ferent denominations and varieties 
along with value information much 
like standard postage stamp catalogs. 
Also included in the catalogs are date 
of issue, watermark, cancellation and 
specimen information. In time the 
“Barefoot Catalogs” as they came to 
be known would be in color, and with 
subsequent editions listings also were 



260   PHILATELIC LITERATURE REVIEW / FOURTH QUARTER 2018 / VOL. 67

expanded to include new revenue 
issues as they were identified or dis-
covered.

Name Sales
One of the subsets of a much larg-

er collection here at the APRL are 
the collection-specific auction sales 
known commonly as “name sales.”, 
As the title suggests, name sales are 
catalogs for auctions in which a par-
ticularly noteworthy collection is up 
for sale and the auctioneer in con-
junction with the seller decided to 
designate the sale by using either the 
collector’s or the collection’s name. 
There are roughly 2,500 name sale 
catalogs housed on the first floor of 
the public space at the APRL.

For research purposes, these 
specialized auction catalogs are an 
invaluable resource. Name sale cata-
logs, like auction catalogs, are in 
many cases the best resource for an 
illustration of a specific item (often 
in color with more recent catalogs), 

a detailed description of the item and 
its current market value at the time of 
the auction (when the “Prices Real-
ized” sheet is present). Of even more 
value to the researcher or interested 
collector is that often items found in 
name sale catalogs represent the only 
place that these items are publicly 
noted, described and depicted, as of-
ten these rarities can only be found in 
private collections.

Piper Philatelic Index
In the age of the Internet, online li-

brary catalogs and now social media, 
the “digital library” has seemingly 
replaced the library of borrowing 
slips and index cards. However, that 
doesn’t mean that those index cards 
and card catalogs don’t still have a 
place in today’s modern research 
library. One such collection of in-
valuable index cards can be found at 
the APRL, the collection known as 
the Piper Philatelic Index (PPI) or 
the Piper File for short.
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E. D. Piper of Cleveland, Ohio, who 
served as the club librarian for the 
Garfield-Perry Stamp Club from 1940 
to 1969, painstakingly created a card 
index of the club’s library holdings. He 
then followed this by compiling a com-
prehensive reference index to all of the 
known literature and research found 
in many of the major U.S. and British 
English language philatelic periodicals 
published between the mid-1870s and 
the late 1960s. After his passing, Piper’s 
family donated the more than 425,000 
cards to the APRL in 1974, providing 
access to an extraordinary wealth of 
philatelic citations and research covered 
in 26 philatelic periodicals of the day 
and two books.

Philatelic Encyclopedias  
and Dictionaries 

Designed and compiled mostly for 
the beginner and intermediate collector, 
philatelic encyclopedias and dictionar-
ies provide not only definitions for the 
frequently or infrequently used terms 
germane to the stamp hobby, but in many 
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cases provide further explanations 
that can include specific examples, 
geographic or historic context, de-
tailed illustrations, access to further 
explanatory resources, cross-refer-
ences of terms in other languages, as 
well as related terminology. For even 
the serious philatelist these philatelic 
encyclopedias and dictionaries can 
provide a refresher course in specific 
philatelic terms, with apt images that 
make them easier to understand. 

Color Guides
One of the more contentious and 

challenging aspects of philately and 
collecting that can change an other-
wise common stamp from ordinary 
to rare is its particular color, hue 
or shade. The color of stamps is a 
hotly debated topic in the hobby 
as one shade of difference can have 
a tremendous impact on a stamp’s 
identification and thereby value, es-
pecially with 19th-century issues. 
Once more commonly used by 
collectors, philatelic color guides, 

although imperfect in their attempt 
to clarify colors and their varieties, 
can be a very useful resource in as-
sisting the beginner and intermediate 
collector in identifying the specific 
colors used on stamps.

Some of the leading stamp cata-
log publishers, including Scott in the 
United States, Stanley Gibbons in 
the United Kingdom, and Michel in 
Germany, have at one time or other 
produced color guides to aid collec-
tors in identifying the shades and 
varieties referenced in their catalogs. 
For more specialized collectors, there 
also are more specific color guides 
available at the APRL designated 
and published for specific countries 
including guides for the stamps 
of Bavaria, Confederate States of 
America, Canada, Germany and Italy 
among others.

Higgins and Gage Postal 
Stationery Catalogs

For the worldwide postal stationery 
collector, finding a reliable catalog for 



FOURTH QUARTER 2018 /  VOL. 67 / PHILATELIC LITERATURE REVIEW   263

the various types of postal cards, let-
tercards, envelopes, letter sheets and 
other stationery items produced by 
worldwide postal entities can be a 
tough challenge. For the U.S. collec-
tor there is the Scott’s U.S. Specialized 
Catalogue, and the collector of Cana-
da also has several purpose-dedicated 
catalogs to consult, but for the collec-
tors whose postal stationery interests 
run farther afield, listings and values 
can only be found in catalogs for a 
specific country. This means that for 
the true worldwide collector, a fair 
number of specialized catalogs would 
need to be consulted when research-
ing a collection – and not all even 
include postal stationery.

Although dated — their most re-
cent editions were published in 1986 
— the Higgins and Gage Priced Cata-
log of Postal Stationery of the World 
compiles in one multi-volume re-
source listings for the officially postal 

stationery items issued by a given 
country. Listings include black and 
white illustrations, a Higgins and 
Gage reference number, year of issue, 
denomination, color, varieties and 
new and used pricing information. 
Many times the Higgins and Gage cat-
alog is the only resource that lists and 
depicts certain rare variety of a postal 
stationery item, and may even include 
a brief description and explanation for 
a given variety.

Final Thoughts
Having celebrated Stamp Collect-

ing Month in October, what better 
time and place to look back at some 
of the useful resources that make up 
the APRL collection?

In the year and the issues of the 
PLR to come, we will continue to 
identify and examine a number of 
special resources that can assist not 
only the beginner hobbyist but the 
experienced philatelist as well.
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For the August 2018 issue of The Chairman’s Chatter (No. 236, pages 7–9), 
a newsletter for members published by the United States Philatelic Classics 
Society, vice president David D’Alessandris interviewed Michael Laurence, 
editor-in-chief of the society’s quarterly journal, Chronicle of the U.S. Classic 
Postal Issues. Laurence is the most distinguished and accomplished philatelic 
editor active today.

Toward the end of the meeting 
D’Alessandris posed this question: 
“What do [you] think of the trend 
toward ‘philatelic genealogy’ where 
articles are more focused on bio-
graphical details of a sender or 
recipient, rather than the rate, route, 
or markings?”

Laurence answered, “I think it’s 
an unfortunate diversion. In fact, I 
re-wrote the Chronicle style manual 
to say explicitly that such informa-
tion is not philatelic journalism, and 
for this reason is inappropriate in the 
pages of the Chronicle. We have a rule 
now: the majority of the content of a 
Chronicle article must be devoted to 
collectible objects — stamps, covers 
or postal markings — not genealogy 
or Google research or social history. 
I have imposed this rule rigorously 
by actually counting words. Personal 
information gleaned from on-line 
searches is not philatelic journalism, 
it’s something else. If you own the 
cover the information is certainly in-
teresting, but it is not philatelic.”

Forbearing Laurence’s disdain 
for “genealogy or Google research 
or social history,” my opinion is a 
pole apart from his on two grounds: 
First, although the intrinsic value 
of a stamp or cover is trivial, its 
philatelic (and consequent market) 
value often is enhanced by its story, 
which frequently involves personali-
ties associated with the item and its 
cultural, social, or historical setting. 
Second, the future prosperity of the 
stamp hobby will increasingly rely on 
a broader appreciation of context and 
nuance, which include personality, 
cultural appeal, political economy, 
and social history as the most prom-
ising aspects to attract new recruits.

Important aspects of  
philatelic material

Naturally I have built collections 
that focused mainly on the purely 
philatelic features that Laurence 
identified. One example is United 
States plate number coils since 1981. 
In 1986, when he was the editor 

What belongs in a philatelic 
journal? What doesn’t?

By Ken Lawrence
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and publisher of Linn’s Stamp News, 
Laurence recruited me to write a 
monthly column on that subject, ef-
fectively elevating my presence in the 
philatelic press to the first rank. I also 
wrote Linn’s Plate Number Coil Hand-
book (Amos Press: Sidney, Ohio, 
1990) on his watch. The book hews to 
his guidelines in philatelic chapters, 
which alternate with chapters that 
summarize the history of the special-
ty in its formative years.

But not many of my collecting 
interests have been so narrow. From 
1978 to 2006 I collected and exhibit-
ed mail of the Holocaust to teach the 
human dimensions of the Nazi catas-
trophe 1933–1945. The significance 
of a concentration camp inmate’s let-
ter is not derived from the postage 
stamp, the cancellation, the postal 
rate, the route and means of trans-
port and delivery, or the censor mark, 
although I dutifully recorded and 
reported those elements along with 
the social history. But the material-
cultural connection to the people and 
events of that era was what mattered 
to me as a collector, to every viewer 
of my collection, and to every reader 
about it. That is the reason why the 
Philatelic Foundation produced The 
Nazi Scourge, a two-DVD program 
about the collection for distribution 
to educators, in 2006 when Laurence 
was its executive director. Yet, as I ex-
plained in “Not a Hobby: Collecting 
and Exhibiting Mail of the Holo-
caust” (Israel Philatelist, April 2005, 
Vol. LVI, No. 2, pages 64–66) it was 
because I am a stamp and cover col-
lector that I gathered and presented 

those cards, letters, and documents. I 
would have failed in that quest had I 
lacked philatelic experience.

(In 2007 the Florence and Lau-
rence Spungen Family Foundation of 
California and Illinois purchased my 
entire Nazi Scourge collection and 
exhibit. The foundation has digitally 
copied the exhibit. It can be viewed 
online at spungenfoundation.org/
collection/en with the original Eng-
lish-language text, and the website 
also includes links to Chinese and 
Greek translations.)

Today my most energetic pursuit 
concerns postal history of World War 
II from the American perspective. 
One of my best covers is illustrated 
in Figure 1. I have applied Laurence’s 
discipline to my lengthy caption. 
Here is the rest of the story about it 
that I think ought to be told:

The Boeing B-314A flying boat 
Anzac Clipper took off from San 
Francisco late on the afternoon of 
December 5, but experienced me-
chanical trouble 400 miles out and 
had to return for repairs. After being 
repaired, she had been rescheduled 
to leave at two o’clock in the after-
noon on December 6, but departure 
had been postponed so the pilot, 
Captain Harry Lanier Turner, could 
attend his daughter’s first piano re-
cital at Oakland. 

At eight o’clock the next morn-
ing Anzac Clipper was less than an 
hour away from Honolulu when her 
radio officer received a coded flash 
warning that Pearl Harbor was under 
Japanese air attack. The providential-
ly late departure from San Francisco 
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had delayed her approach just long 
enough to have kept the vulnerable 
aircraft out of harm’s way. Pan Am’s 
“Plan A” secret instructions in the 
event of war rerouted Anzac Clipper 
to Hilo, 220 miles southeast of the 
combat zone. 

Meanwhile, on the morning of De-
cember 8, which was still December 7 
at Hawaii, war came to Wake Island. 
Outnumbered and outgunned U.S. 
Army, Navy, Marine, and civilian de-
fenders sank two Japanese destroyers 
and shot down an estimated 21 war-
planes. American dead numbered 49 
Marines, 3 Navy men, and about 70 
civilians. Japanese losses counted be-

tween 700 and 900 killed and at least 
1,000 more wounded.

Overwhelmed by superior force, 
the American survivors on Wake 
Island surrendered on December 
23. Among the 1,621 men captured 
by the Japanese were 1,150 civilian 
contractors. Three weeks later, all 
but 360 civilians and 21 seriously 
wounded Marines were taken by ship 
to prisoner-of-war camps in Japan 
and China.

The sender of my cover, Murray 
Crawford Williams, was the father 
of the addressee, Ensign Belmont 
Murray Williams of the United States 
Navy Civil Engineers Corps. Ensign 

Figure 1. On this cover addressed to Wake Island in the North Pacific Ocean, posted 
December 2, 1941, at Schenectady, New York, 35¢ postage paid by a single 5¢ James 
Monroe and a strip of three 10¢ John Tyler sheet stamps of the 1938 U.S. Presidential 
series prepaid the correct 35¢ per half ounce all-air rate from the continental United 
States, which had not been officially announced but had been published during the 
first week in December in a mimeographed circular for Washington, D.C., postal clerks. 
The letter was carried by a domestic airline to San Francisco for connection with the 
next Foreign Air Mail route 14 flight via Hawaii and Midway Island to Wake Island. Pan 
American Airways flying boat Anzac Clipper departed December 6, but because of the 
Japanese attack, all mail service west of Hawaii was suspended effective December 7. 
The cover was held at the Pearl Harbor Navy Yard post office until January 25, 1942, 
backstamped there on that date, marked with “MISSING IN ACTION” and “Returned to 
Sender” endorsements struck in magenta ink, and sent back to Schenectady.
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Williams had arrived at Wake Island 
on October 14 as an administrator 
to oversee base-building work. One 
can scarcely imagine the older man’s 
angst when the letter came back to 
him. The Japanese held his son cap-
tive at the Kiangwan prisoner-of-war 
camp until September 1945. 

I leave it to my readers to decide 
which parts of my narrative they 
would have preferred not to learn 
from a philatelic publication, and for 
Laurence to explain why his rule is 
superior.

Publishing for the  
future of philately

William M. Ivins Jr. (1881–1961) 
was curator of prints at the Metro-
politan Museum of Art from 1916 to 
1946. His 1943 book published by the 
museum, How Prints Look, ought to 
be on the shelf of every collector who 
desires to understand and recognize 
each major method of printing dur-
ing the classic era. In Prints and Visual 
Communication (Harvard University 
Press, 1953), Ivins taught that a craft 
becomes a fine art only when it has 
become historically obsolete. 

I believe the visually and intellec-
tually appealing elements of postage 
stamps and paper communication 
have reached the threshold of that 
distinction. Anticipation of a dimin-
ished utilitarian and loftier esthetic 
context must necessarily influence 
philatelic and postal historiography 
going forward. How well we write 
about stamps and covers under those 
influences will affect the future of our 
hobby. 

We are no longer writing for Joe 
Plateblock, the emblematic 1980s 
Linn’s subscriber, or his classic-col-
lector uncle. Just as stamp and cover 
exhibiting has evolved from displays 
with minimal text to a style that 
mandates story-telling, our litera-
ture needs to reflect greater breadth, 
depth, and sophistication than in 
the past, as it happily embraces cog-
nate collectors of manuscripts, paper 
ephemera, and prints. Ultimately we 
should expect to combine forces with 
them, whether by amalgamation or 
absorption.

Taking an encyclopedic view of 
our treasures offers the brightest 
prospect for a robust future.

ERIC JACKSON
the hobby’s premier dealer of revenue stamps since 1975
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The successor to the venerable Harry Hayes, HH Sales of Bradford near 
Leeds in UK, is one of the few full-time philatelic literature dealers in the 
world. Their stock of literature handbooks and English-language journals, es-
pecially those of the British Commonwealth, is perhaps the biggest that there 
is. HH Sales is currently owned by Casper Pottle, who took over the business 
from its previous owner, Stephen Holder, on 1 January 2016.1 One could say 
that a third generation is now in charge of this firm.2

My acquaintance with HH Sales 
and Casper Pottle was made in Janu-
ary 2010 when I hesitantly wrote to 
them inquiring for a couple of In-
dian titles. While Casper replied 
back confirming the availability of 
one of them, I was not sure whether 
I wanted to start buying literature. 
Consequently I wrote back to them 
only in April; Stephen was on the 
email almost complaining, and 
rightly so, that they had been hold-
ing on to the book for several weeks. 
I confess that my philatelic literature 
collection started when I paid for a 
couple of books3 a month later. Since 
then I have bought many handbooks 
and journals from them and they are, 
no doubt, my favourite bookseller.

Over the many emails that we 
have exchanged, Casper has invari-
ably been polite and patient. An 
impression formed in my mind that 
he would be someone in his late 50s 
or early 60s, short, waif-like, with 
sparse hair and round spectacles; not 
to mention knowledgeable but dull. 
When I met him for the first time 

in June earlier this year, outside Ap-
perley Bridge train station where he 
had come with his college-going son 
to pick me up, I was confronted by 
a tall, well built, and smart looking 
man (no glasses and a full head; well 
almost, though the beard is recent) 
who did not look a day over 50.

While visiting his home, where 
his books are all stored, I hit upon 
the idea of conducting an interview 
with Casper as Ken Stringer had 
done with Harry Hayes almost half 
a century ago in this very journal.4 
Casper readily gave his acquiescence 

Casper Pottle of HH Sales

The Bookseller of Bradford
An Interview With Casper Pottle of HH Sales

By Abhishek Bhuwalka
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though it is only recently that I have 
managed to send my questions to 
him. The reader should note that due 
to issues of distance, the interview is 
a postal (rather email) one and not 
done live, rather similar to the auc-
tions that Harry Hayes and HH Sales 
used to conduct. However almost 
all questions have been answered 
by Casper in his first attempt and 
few clarifications were subsequently 
needed; this means that the interview 
has turned out to be pretty much as it 
would have if taken face-to-face.

* * * * * * * *
Casper, tell me something about 
yourself? Where and when were you 
born and brought up? What about 
your parents and siblings?

I was born in Bangor, North 
Wales, in 1970. My mother, Sue, is 
the daughter of the Olympic ath-
lete Harold Abrahams5 (of Chariots 
of Fire fame). My father, Pat, was a 
peace campaigner in the 1960s. He 
was one of the founders of the “Com-
mittee of 100”, the anti-war group 
which used non-violent direct action 
and civil disobedience to try to bring 
about nuclear disarmament. In 1964, 
as private secretary to the Com-
mittee’s president, the philosopher 
Bertrand Russell, he visited India and 
China as a peace envoy, conducting 
talks with Nehru and Zhou Enlai6. 
(The trip did not end well; Pat was 
accused of attempting to “incite the 
Chinese people to overthrow the 
State” and was deported!) He was 
imprisoned for organizing mass civil 
disobedience in the UK, and while in 
prison met the spy George Blake. In 

1966, he helped Blake escape from 
Wormwood Scrubs prison and flee 
to Russia (where he still lives to this 
day). My father’s role in the escape 
was revealed more than twenty years 
later, and he was finally tried for aid-
ing Blake’s escape in 1991. He argued 
that Blake did not deserve his “vi-
cious” 42-year jail sentence and that 
helping him to escape was the right 
thing to do. The Old Bailey jury 
agreed and found him “Not Guilty.”7

I have one brother, Julian. He lives 
in Sydney, Australia, and runs an an-
tiques auction firm, Pottle Auctions.

I collected stamps as a child, and 
had three books on the subject: a 
1975 Stanley Gibbons Simplified 
catalog, The Observer’s Book of Post-
age Stamps, and Collecting Stamps by 
a certain Stephen Holder!

What did you study? What about 
your current family?

I went to a tiny village school in 
North Wales. There were about a 
dozen pupils for most of the time 
I was there. In 1981 we moved to 
London, and I attended the local 
Comprehensive school [state-run 
public secondary school]. I have two 
sons; the youngest has just started at 
University.

When I was visiting you in Brad-
ford you mentioned that you started 
working for Stephen Holder after 
coming back from a backpacking 
tour of India? Why and how did you 
land up at HH Sales? How old were 
you then?

Having finished school aged 18 in 
1988, I decided to take a year out to go 
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backpacking around India. This was 
supposed to be a short break from 
academic study, but on return from 
India in 1989, and in need of funds, 
I took up the offer from a friend to 
help him with packing and dispatch-
ing books for a “philatelic literature 
dealer”. My friend’s father had known 
Stephen Holder for decades, and 
told me that there were two or three 
weeks of work available sending out 
lots from Stephen’s recently ended 
postal auction (this would have been 
HH Sales’ auction No. 97).8 The busi-
ness was situated then in Highbury, 
North London, not far from Arsenal 
Football Club’s Highbury stadium. I 
soon realized that my new employer 
was the author of one of my child-
hood stamp collecting books (or 
“philatelic literature,” as I now know 
to call it). I still have that copy of Col-
lecting Stamps — now signed by the 
author of course!
Did you ever think that you would 
want to go back to studies? Did you 

ever think you would be working for 
the Holders for almost three decades 
and later become the business’ own-
er? What was your future looking 
like when you took over this job?

My intention back then was to 
go back to academic studies at some 
point. What had started as a few 
weeks dispatching parcels gradually 
became a full-time job. And then, in 
1991, Stephen was offered new busi-
ness premises at the other end of the 
country, in Bradford, West Yorkshire. 
I decided to give Bradford a try, and 
here I am nearly thirty years later!

Tell me more about working with 
Stephen Holder?

Stephen Holder’s knowledge of 
philatelic literature and philately in 
general was (and still is) immense. 
Most of what I know about philatelic 
literature I learned from him. At the 
end of each cataloging session, we 
would sit down together and give 
each book I had cataloged a price es-

The young backpacker (center) in Rajasthan, India in 1988.
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timate for the auction. During these 
pricing sessions, Stephen would in-
spect each book and point out any 
important features that I may have 
missed.

Crucially for me (as someone who 
hasn’t collected stamps since I was a 
child), Stephen would often remark 
as to whether a book was of any prac-
tical use to philatelists or if it was 
merely a ‘coffee-table book’ or ‘vanity 
project’. Stephen had a large working 
library of his own, and so was able to 
tell me which books he referred to 
regularly and which ones he hadn’t 
looked at in years! If we came across a 
book which neither of us recognized, 
the phrase “Not seen before” would 
often be included in our catalog de-
scription. It is an indication of just 
how much philatelic literature has 
been published that after more than 
25 years of working together we were 
still finding “Not seen before” items 
on a regular basis.

Over the years I came to realise 
that Stephen should probably not be 
employing me, or anyone else for that 
matter! Staff wages, rent and other 
overheads can be crippling for any 
small business, and so when I took 
over HH Sales from Stephen in 2016, 
I decided to move the whole op-
eration out of The Barn and into my 
house. Harry Hayes had run his post-
al auctions from home and I would 
do the same. Of course, it proved im-
possible to fit the entire contents of 
The Barn into my modest house, but 
most of the books, bound journals, 
and named auction catalogs made 
the move. Some journals and auction 

catalogs were left behind, and so I 
make regular return visits, collecting 
a few boxes on each visit. 

What was Judith Holder’s role in the 
business?

Stephen’s wife Judith ran the of-
fice at HH Sales for many years. She 
would open the mail in the morning, 
answer the telephone, log all the bids 
that were made in our postal auctions 
and generally keep the administrative 
side of the business running smooth-
ly. She would also make lunch every 
day for Stephen and I, the occasional 
part-time staff, and quite often a vis-
iting philatelist or two.

You mentioned “The Barn”. Why 
don’t you elaborate?

HH Sales was based in “The Barn” 
from 1991 to 2015. This was a huge 
17th-century farm building, with an-
cient oak beams and stone floors. It 
was freezing cold in the winter and 
just extremely cold the rest of the 
time! New visitors to the place would 
always gasp as they first walked in and 
looked up at the beams and stone-
tiled roof high above (return visitors 
would always bring warm clothing!). 
Surrounded by woods and farmland, 
it was a lovely place to work. There 
were occasional disasters: burst wa-
ter pipes in winter, and nesting Barn 
Swallows in the first couple of sum-
mers (they made so much mess that 
we made sure to keep them from get-
ting in after that).

HH Sales used to come out regularly 
with auction catalogs in the late 80s 
until the mid 2000s. What was your 
role in writing this up?
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To begin with, I was the 
“packer” — packaging par-
cels of books and sending 
them all over the world. But 
then, during the lull between 
auctions, I began cataloging 
books for coming auctions. 
Back then this was done 
by writing on index cards, 
which were then sorted into 
catalog order and typed up 
by Stephen. We had several 
part-time cataloguers in the 
’80s and’90s, and it was not 
until 2001 that I became the 
sole cataloger. The first sale 
where I was responsible for 
cataloging every lot was No. 
143 — the David Glover 
library.9 This was a particu-
larly memorable sale for 
me, not only because of the 
exceptional size and quality 
of David Glover’s library, which had 
been formed over a very short period 
of time, but also because I was in-
volved in every phase of the sale from 
going to the Glover home to pack up 
the library in boxes, unloading the 
truckload of boxes back at The Barn, 
cataloging the lots, and finally pack-
ing and dispatching the lots to their 
buyers.

What were your other job respon-
sibilities? Was it something that 
occupied you full time?

In the early days I worked part-
time; then when we moved to 
Bradford in 1991 I became a full-
time employee. A few years later, in 
the late’90s, when my first child was 
born I went part-time in order to stay 

at home with my son for a few days 
a week. I went back to being full-
time when my second son started at 
school.

What all big-ticket transactions 
were you involved with in the past 
and which ones gave you a lot of sat-
isfaction?

One enjoyable aspect of the job 
was going out on home visits to col-
lect libraries. The first of these trips 
I can remember going on was to the 
home of the late Ian T. Hamilton in 
1991. Hamilton had been chief book 
reviewer for Robson Lowe’s The Phi-
latelist and as such had amassed 
an impressive library including an 
amazing array of bound journals. 
Other trips included a weekend in 

With Stephen Holder at ”The Barn.”
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Eastbourne collecting the huge li-
brary of the late stamp dealer Ken 
Sargeant, and the visit to collect Da-
vid Glover’s jaw-dropping philatelic 
library.

One occasion I shall always re-
member was when clearing the 
house of an eminent Sheffield postal 
historian who had recently died, we 
discovered a photographic dark-
room hidden behind a panel in the 
bathroom, crammed full with lit-
erature that appeared to have been 
untouched for decades. More recent-
ly we cleared the house of our friend 
and sometime helper at HH Sales, 
the late George Barker. George had 
always had an impressive library, but 
when he moved to Bradford 
and began visiting us on 
a regular basis, the library 
grew exponentially. It got so 
large that when the opportu-
nity arose to buy the house 
next door he did so. He then 
knocked a hole through the 
dividing wall and filled the 
second house with the over-
flow of his library!

There are some rare 
items which I have only 
seen once in nearly thirty 
years: Fournier’s Album de 
Fac-similés was a pleasure 
to handle, as was a fine un-
bound set of Volumes 1-10 
of The Philatelist complete 
with Spud Papers, and the 
Survey of Egypt’s Postage 
Stamp Issue for the Hejaz. In 
2001, we sold a portion of 
the Sir John Marriott library 

which consisted primarily of bound 
sets of rare auction catalogues, in-
cluding complete bound sets of 
Ferrari, Praportchetovitch, Caspary, 
Hind, Yardley, Crocker, Lilly, and 
others; they will stick in the memory 
a long time!

Did you ever see any dip in sales in 
summers? If so, does it still hold true?

We always tried to avoid hold-
ing an auction in July or August, as 
many people (particularly in Eu-
rope) are on holiday then. As we no 
longer hold postal auctions, it is not 
such a problem. These days, trading 
entirely online, there is no discern-
ible downturn during the summer 
months. While many Europeans may 

Postal Sale No. 143: Including the David 
Glover library.
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be on the beach in August, it is not 
necessarily a holiday period for my 
customers in the rest of the world, 
and even if you are on holiday you 
can still be online buying books! 

Did the stamp crash of the early 
1980s hit literature collecting as 
well? You must have been past it 
when you joined?

At age 18 in 1988 I wasn’t really 
aware of any greater market forces at 
play. Even now I find it difficult to see 
whether ups and downs in the phila-
telic literature business relate to the 
ups and downs of the economy as a 
whole.

You must have seen the literature 
business slowly changing over the 
time you worked at HH Sales? 

Change was slow at first. Many 
of the bidders in our postal auc-
tions had been customers since the 
early Harry Hayes days. As the older 
generation died out, the number of 
bidders in our sales dwindled (the 
same situation which faces the UK’s 

local Philatelic Societies at present). 
A lifeline came with the advent of the 
Internet. We found that we no longer 
had to rely on a dwindling mailing 
list of subscribers — our customers 
were now potentially anyone who 
had access to a computer. We began 
trading on eBay in 2005, and later on 
our own website and on Amazon.

After taking over HH Sales, you 
shifted all the books from The Barn 
to your house. Your house is a bib-
liophile’s dream come true. But how 
do you manage to live with so many 
books everywhere? How does your 
family cope?

As you have seen, my house is 
really not big enough to hold all 
the books I have! I also have a large 
garden shed (thankfully dry) which 
holds some of the overflow from the 
house. My family is quite used to 
having an eccentric book dealer (is 
there any other kind?) and they hard-
ly bat an eyelid when a new vanload 
of books turns up at the door.

Left: Books in the living room and Right: More books in the kitchen
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So few of the books you have are list-
ed either on your website or on eBay 
or Amazon. How do you plan to 
speed up the current listing process 
of a few a week? Else you can never 
get all or even a substantial portion 
of your stock online.

This is the drawback of being a 
one-man business. There is never 
enough time to do everything. It is 
true that only a small proportion of 
the stock I have is for sale on the In-
ternet at any one time. Much of the 
stock that is not currently listed on-
line consists of runs of journals; these 
are time-consuming to list, as each 
volume needs to be checked for com-
pleteness. But the answer probably 
lies in listing (and selling) more of 
these journals, which would have the 
added benefit of clearing some space 
in my house!

Do you buy regularly? What are 
your sources of building stock? Do 
you buy libraries?

I am always buying stock. I have 
bought a couple of good libraries 
from retired stamp dealers recently, 
and one or two smaller libraries from 
collectors who had recently sold 
their collections at auction. Most of 
the collectors who come to me to sell 
their libraries have been customers 
of HH Sales in the past; they may be 
downsizing, giving up philately due 
to failing eyesight, or, sadly, I may be 
dealing with the family of a former 
customer who has died. 

Who would you consider as your 
main competitors? What do you 
think about your stock in compari-

son to theirs?
The other major philatelic litera-

ture dealer in this country is David 
Druett at Pennymead Books. David 
and I are friends and don’t really con-
sider each other as ‘competitors’. In 
Europe, Burkhard Schneider is now 
the main philatelic literature dealer, 
and in the US Leonard Hartmann 
and Phil Bansner. But again I would 
say that we are not really competi-
tors — there is more than enough 
material to keep us all busy without 
worrying about what the others are 
up to. I haven’t visited the premises of 
any of my ‘competitors’ in person, so 
I really can’t compare my stock with 
theirs – perhaps that is a job for you, 
Abhishek!

Your descriptions of books on your 
website are quite detailed. How do 
you manage this? What sources do 
you rely upon to research and refer 
to?

I make the assumption that not 
every visitor to the website is going 
to be an expert. They may be looking 
to buy a book as a gift, or they need a 
book but they don’t know which one 
covers their specific field of interest. 
So I try to give as much information 
as I can in my descriptions. This may 
be from memory or simply from the 
blurb on the book’s dust wrapper! For 
more detailed bibliographic informa-
tion [the Catalogue of the Philatelic 
Library of the Earl of] Crawford can-
not be beaten, and I increasingly 
refer to the online philatelic librar-
ies and to the bibliographic works of 
Brian Birch.
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Why do philatelic literature titles 
fetch so much less these days as 
compared to 1970–2000? Are there 
fewer collectors of literature? Do 
fewer books sell?

You are right that the prices of 
many of the major handbooks have 
stayed the same or actually fallen in 
price. These are often the great stan-
dard handbooks on their subjects, 
which remained the go-to refer-
ences, sometimes for decades. Many 
highly specialized books have been 
published in recent years, building 
on those earlier works, meaning that 
specialist collectors may no longer 
feel the need to own the major hand-
book on an entire collecting area 
when they only collect perhaps one 
issue or era.

Take for example, The Postmarks 
of Great Britain & Ireland by Al-
cock & Holland. Still considered the 
bible for UK collectors and once 
very much in demand, its value has 
flat-lined for many years. This must 
be because collectors can now buy 
a range of more recent specialized 
publications on, for instance, Maltese 
Cross cancellations, Squared Circles, 
and so forth. 

The Internet also has had an 
effect. Books that were once consid-
ered scarce or hard-to-find can now 
be found with the click of a mouse, 
and this must have brought down 
the prices of some books. However, 
books that were rare 30 years ago 
are still rare, and the real rarities of 
philatelic literature have increased 
in value. Also, many books that were 

published in the 1970s and ’80s and 
for years retailed at or near their pub-
lication price are now hard to find 
and selling for much more than they 
once did. For example Spence’s 1975 
book The Identification of the Essays, 
Proofs and Reprints of the 1854 Issue 
of India sold for around £25 to £30 
in 2000; now it is worth more than 
£100.

How do you think philatelic litera-
ture will evolve over the next couple 
of decades?

I firmly believe that reports of the 
death of the book have been greatly 
exaggerated. Many stamp collectors 
also like to collect books. They like 
the feel of a book in their hands, 
they like to have a library to peruse. 
CD-ROMs and online resources can 
be very useful of course, but I don’t 
believe they pose a threat to actual 
books. 

As the middle classes in countries 
such as China and India continue to 
grow, I would expect the philatelic 
literature of those countries to con-
tinue to increase in demand and to 
rise in value. Literature relating to 
locals, revenues, and other Cinder-
ella or back-of-the-book issues have 
increased in popularity over the years 
too, and I would expect this trend to 
continue.

As the world gets more crowd-
ed, houses are getting smaller, and 
the days when a serious philatelist 
kept runs of all the main philatelic 
journals are probably at an end. CD-
ROMs have already been issued of 
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many journals. However, for the seri-
ous philatelic bibliophile a complete 
run of The London Philatelist on their 
shelves will always be preferable to 
the digital version.

What do you think you will be doing 
20 years down the line?

Nobody becomes a dealer in phil-
atelic literature to get rich. So I won’t 
be retiring any time soon.
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Notes
1Stephen Holder’s message on his retirement 
can be read here: https://www.facebook.com/
permalink.php?story_fbid=785677381559472&
id=333068910153657. Accessed on 14 Oct 2018.
2To be precise, “HH Sales” is a brand name 
and Pottle runs the business as a sole trader. 
The company called HH Sales Limited existed 
when the Holders were its directors; it was 
closed down when Pottle took over the name, 
stock, and publishing rights to the Harry Hayes 
publications.
3The first book was Overseas Letter Postage from 
India 1854-1876 by D.N. Martin and Col. Neil 

Blair and the second was The Encyclopaedia of 
British Empire Postage Stamps. Volume III. The 
Empire in Asia 1775-1950 by Robson Lowe.
4See Stringer, K. E. 1971. “All in a Decade: 
An Interview with Harry Hayes”, Philatelic 
Literature Review 20 no. 4 (Fourth Quarter): 
278-283. Casper would have been a year old 
then.
5Abrahams was an English track and field athlete 
who won the Gold in the 100 meters sprint at 
the 1924 Paris Olympics.
6Jawaharlal Nehru was the first Prime Minister 
of independent India from 1947 to 1964. 
Similarly Zhou Enlai was the first Premier of the 
People’s Republic of China from 1949 to 1976.
7The interested reader may wish to learn 
more about Patrick Pottle here: https://
www.theguardian.com/news/2000/oct/03/
guardianobituaries.richardnortontaylor 
and https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
obituaries/1368749/Patrick-Pottle.html. 
Accessed on 6 October 2018.
8Sale No. 97 was dated 8 September 1989. At this 
time HH Sales was a relatively new company 
having been formed after the purchase of Harry 
Hayes’ stock by the Holders in 1986. The first 
auction that HH Sales had was Sale No. 89 dated 
10 April 1987 (continuing from the 88 postal 
sales that Hayes had conducted).
9This sale contained the libraries of Sir John 
Wilson, late Keeper of the Queen’s Collection; 
well-known GB dealer Donald Forbes-Smith; 
and of course David Glover. It was the best 
selection of literature ever offered in any one 
auction of the firm and consequently its most 
successful sale.
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Shortly after my article on the 
Advertisement Supplements to The 
Journal of the Philatelic Literature 
Society (JPLS) was published in the 
third quarter issue of this journal 
(“The Advertisement Supplements 
to The Journal of The Philatelic Lit-
erature Society.” Philatelic Literature 
Review Vol. 67 No. 3: 194–202), Mr. 
Rudolf Buschhaus of Duisburg, Ger-
many brought to my attention, for 
which I am much thankful to him, 
two additional advertisement pages 
in Vol. II No. 4 of the JPLS whose 
descriptions are missing from my 
table of contents. These pages are 
available in my run but I missed 
them while compiling the article. 
Hence this addendum is required.

On page 196, the number “27” in 
the first paragraph of the second col-
umn needs to be revised to “29” i.e. 
there were a total of 29 (printed) pag-
es of advertisements across the eight 
issues.

I would also like to clarify that 
Vol. I No. 2 contains only two print-
ed pages of advertisements and the 
other two pages are blank and un-
numbered. So is the case with Vol. III 
No. 4. Further, Vol. II No. 1 has six 
printed pages of advertisements and 

two blank unnumbered pages. Final-
ly, Vol. I No. 4 contains three printed 
pages and one blank page. The total 

number of printed (29) and blank pages (7) number 36. 
An updated table of the comments of the supplements is provided on the 

next page.

Revisions to Advertisement Supplements to
“The Journal of The Philatelic Literature Society”

By Abhishek Bhuwalka

Top: Page iii and Bottom: Page iv of the 
Advertisement Supplement to Vol. II No. 4
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ERRATA
Three corrections to the 2018 third Quarter issue of the Philatelic Lit-

erature Review (Vol. 68, No. 3, Whole no. 260) have been brought to the 
attention of the editor. The first two appeared in the “New Books Noted” 
section of the issue. 

The first (page 204) under the title of “Austria” is a book by Alessandro 
Piani titled 1867–1884 La VI Emmissione D’austria Nel Litorale Austriaco 
(Kuestenland) 150th Anniversario 1867–2017. The publisher of this title is 
Associazione di Storia Postale del Fruili e della Giulia. It was incorrectly 
identified as Vaccari; however, it is available through Vaccari, as indicated 
in the listing.

Second, also in the “New Books Noted” section (page 211) under 
the title of “Sicily” the publisher of the book titled La Carte Sparse: Cor-
rispondenze garibaldine di Ippolito Nievo Approfondimenti di storia postale 
siciliana 1859–1861 by Barcella Alberto and Amorelli Pietro was incor-
rectly identified as Unifacato. It instead should be noted that Vaccari is 
the publisher of the book. This title is available through Vaccari’s History 
Through Documents series as indicated in the listing.

Finally in the “Library News” section (page 175) the “American Associa-
tion of Health and Disability” should have read the “American Academy of 
the History of Dentistry.”

The editors of the PLR strives to ensure that the information contained 
in each issue is accurate and correct. We apologize for any inconvenience 
this may have caused and welcome any comments or questions from our 
readers regarding anything that appears in the quarterly journal.

Supplement 
to…

Page 
No. Details Contents & [My Notes]

Vol. II No. 4
October 1909

iii F. J. Peplow As earlier.
iii Herbert Clark Want List of odd numbers of journals.
iii Abel Fontaine As earlier.

iv Carl Beck Offers of Journals as well as Suppantschitsch’s 
Bibliographie der deutschen philatelistischen Literatuer.

iv H. Cooke & Co.

Special Offers of Journals. Notable is a complete 
unbound set of Philatelic Journal of America I – XIV for 
50s. Also offers odd numbers and vols. of some French 

and German magazines.
iv L. W. Fulcher As earlier.

iv Herbert F. 
Johnson

Special offers of new and second-hand philatelic works. 
Notable is Vols. 1 – 5 of Philatelic Journal of India £5 and 

5th edition of Mount Brown’s catalogue for £3.
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.........................................................................................NEW BOOKS NOTED

The PLR publishes information received about new philatelic books. Send 
information about recent or upcoming publications for inclusion to Scott 
Tiffney at stiffney@stamps.org or to 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 
16823. 

Canada
The Herb McNaught Single Frame 

Award Exhibits 2009–2017 by 
Herbert McNaught, British North 
American Philatelic Society. Soft-
cover, spiral bound, 8½ inches by 
11 inches, 200 color pages, ISBN 
978-1-927119-93-8, BNAPS Ex-
hibit Series # 101. Stock number: 
B4h923-101-1. Published in 2018 
by the British North American 
Philatelic Society in memory of 
Horace H. Harrison. $51 Cdn. 
(approx. $39 U.S., plus shipping) 
for BNAPS members, $83 Cdn. 
(approx. $64 U.S., plus shipping) 
for non-members from Sparks 
Auctions, 1550 Carling Avenue, 
Suite 202, Ottawa, ON K1Z 8Z8, 
Canada and sparks-auctions.
com/bnapsbooks/ or BNAPS@
sparks-auctions.com.
The late Herbert Louis McNaught 

(1919–2008), a stamp collector since 
1934, became interested in the stamps 
and postal history of British North 
America and joined BNAPS in 1992. 
He first exhibited at BNAPEX 1994 
in Burlington, VT, and followed this 
with exhibits in 1995, 1998, 2003, and 
2005–2008. Three of his exhibits, The 
Half Cent Small Queen, The 1897 
Diamond Jubilee Issue, and The 1908 
Quebec Tercentenary Issue, were each 
published as a volume in the BNAPS 

Exhibit Series.
In addition to developing multi-

frame exhibits, Herb became very 
keen on 16-page single frame exhibits 
and created his The Half-Cent Small 
Queen Issue of 1882–1897 exhibit. 
After Herb’s passing in 2008, his 
family created The Herb McNaught 
Single Frame Exhibit Award, to be 
presented at the annual BNAPEX 
convention exhibition to the best 
single-frame exhibit receiving Silver 
or higher. Winners of the award re-
ceive a plaque, a cheque for a small 
honorarium, and a commemorative 
pin. In addition, each winner’s name 
and the exhibit title are engraved on 
a plate that is attached to the full size 
Herb McNaught trophy, which is on 
display every year at BNAPEX.

Illustrated in this, the 101st vol-
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ume in the BNAPS Exhibit series, are 
the winning exhibits from each of 
the 2009 to 2017 BNAPEX conven-
tions. It was decided to put them in 
a single volume so philatelists can 
see not only the philatelic material 
they contain, but also how a success-
ful single frame exhibit is structured. 
Two BNA single-frame exhibits that 
won awards before the McNaught 
Award was created are included in 
this book. They are Jonathan John-
son’s Canadian Military Hospitals at 
Sea, the first BNA Single Frame Ex-
hibit to win a major award anywhere 
and, appropriately, Herb McNaught’s 
own The Half-Cent Small Queen Is-
sue of 1882–1897.

Fancy Cancels on Canadian Stamps 
1855 to 1950, Third edition by 
David Lacelle. Softcover, spiral 
bound, 8½ inches by 11 inches, 
250 pages, ISBN 978-1-927119-
90-7, Stock number: B4h093-1. 
Published in 2018 by the British 
North American Philatelic Society 

in memory of Horace H. Harrison. 
$45 Cdn. (approx. $34 U.S., plus 
shipping) for BNAPS members, 
$56 Cdn. (approx. $43 U.S., plus 
shipping) for non-members from 
Sparks Auctions, 1550 Carling 
Avenue, Suite 202, Ottawa, ON 
K1Z 8Z8, Canada, sparks-auctions.
com/bnapsbooks/ or BNAPS@
sparks-auctions.com.
For more than 50 years, David 

Lacelle has been cataloguing and 
maintaining a database of infor-
mation relating to more than 1700 
different fancy cancels. Due to the 
invaluable input from the 80+ mem-
bers of the BNAPS Fancy Cancels & 
Miscellaneous Markings (FC&MM) 
Study Group over the ten year period 
since publication of the second edi-
tion, the author has compiled more 
than 350 additions, revisions and 
updates. In addition, there are three 
new appendices relating to a series 
of fake cancels, enhanced by the re-
moval of previously ‘unconfirmed’ 
cancels and ‘joke’ markings.

First Day Covers of the H&E Stamp 
Company by Gary Dickinson. 
Softcover, spiral bound, 8.5 inches 
by 11 inches, 86 color pages, ISBN 
978-1-927119-91-4, Stock num-
ber: B4h094-1. Published in 2018 
by the British North American 
Philatelic Society in memory of 
Horace H. Harrison. $26 Cdn. 
(approx. $20 U.S., plus shipping) 
for BNAPS members, $32 Cdn. 
(approx. $24.50 U.S., plus ship-
ping) for non-members from 
Sparks Auctions, 1550 Carling 
Avenue, Suite 202, Ottawa, ON 
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K1Z 8Z8, Canada and sparks-
auctions.com/bnapsbooks/ or 
BNAPS@sparks-auctions.com.
First Day Covers of the H&E 

Stamp Company is Gary Dickinson’s 
14th BNAPS book about different 
aspects of Canadian first day covers. 
In this volume, he describes and il-
lustrates the contribution of a small 
Ottawa firm, the H&E Stamp Com-
pany, founded by Earl Graziadei 
and Harold Crick during the 1950s 
and 1960s, that could easily be con-
sidered the high point of Canadian 
FDC publishing. From its beginning 
in 1955 until the business closed in 
1972, the small company, operating 
primarily from Graziadei’s basement 
print shop, was one of the leaders in 
the Canadian FDC marketplace. For 
a few short years in the mid-1950s, 
their cacheted covers were the de 
facto leaders of the pack.

The Caneco Connection — A Study of 
the First Day Covers of the Canada 
Envelope Company by Robert D. 

Vogel. Softcover, spiral bound, 
8½ inches by 11 inches, 326 col-
or pages, ISBN 978-1-927119-
92-1, Stock number: B4h095-1. 
Published in 2018 by the British 
North American Philatelic Society 
in memory of Horace H. Harrison. 
$91 Cdn. (approx. $70 U.S., plus 
shipping) for BNAPS members, 
$112 Cdn. (approx. $86 U.S., plus 
shipping) for non-members from 
Sparks Auctions, 1550 Carling 
Avenue, Suite 202, Ottawa, ON 
K1Z 8Z8, Canada, parks-auctions.
com/bnapsbooks/ or BNAPS@
sparks-auctions.com
In 1954, the Canada Envelope 

Company (Caneco) began to prepare 
not only first day covers with suitable 
cachets for the stamp issue being 
commemorated, but also printed 
inserts with information relating 
to the subject(s) of the stamp issue. 
Its FDCs were usually addressed to 
specific representatives of Caneco 
customers, but some were addressed 
to individuals without a company 
reference, likely friends of employees 
and, eventually, possibly to FDC col-
lectors who had asked to be included 
in the mailings.

After studying his collection, the 
author found that other companies 
were utilizing the same envelope but 
with their own return addresses on 
the reverse. This was cause for fur-
ther study. Starting in the late 1960s 
and the early 1970s, the author found 
Elliott-Marion, Dominion Engineer-
ing Works and James H. Wilding, 
all Montreal businesses, choosing 
the same cachet and in most cases 
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similar information inserts. When 
Caneco ceased production of their 
own cachets in 1973 and substituted 
Rosecraft and NR Covers cachets 
to continue their first day cover 
program, James H. Wilding and Do-
minion Engineering Works followed 
suit. These two companies continued 
with their programs until 1975 and 
1983 respectively. Caneco continued 
their program until 1984.

China
How to Collect & Invest in China 

Stamps by Richard Tang. Paper-
back, 262 black and white pages, 
6 inches by 9 inches, ISBN-10: 
136590752X, ISBN-13: 978-
1365907524. Published by Cre-
ateSpace Independent Publishing 
in 2018 $14.99 at amazon.com.
This is the black and white version 

of the same book published in color 
in 2017. Out of 60 million stamp col-
lectors around the world, one third 
come from China. Wealthy Chinese 
are now beginning to buy back their 
heritage on a massive scale. This 262-
page manual, fully illustrated with 
pictures, reveals everything you need 
to know about China stamps and 
how to build a solid collection for 
potential future liquidation. 

The book is divided into nine 
chapters as follows: Chapter 1 — In-
troduction: Introduction of stamp 
collecting in general, basic termi-
nologies, the current trends and the 
myths; Chapter 2 — The Increasing 
Popularity of China Stamps: How 
China stamps have become so popu-
lar over the past decade; and how the 
future would look like; Chapter 3 — 

An Overview of Chinese Philately: 
Details on different periods in the 
development of Chinese Philately; 
Chapter 4 — The Highlights of Chi-
na Stamps: Details on rarities, high 
value and highly demanded areas of 
Chinese Philately, including average 
market value guide for PRC stamps 
and comparison charts between cur-
rent value and past value; 

Chapter 5 — Building Your China 
Stamp Collection: A step-by-step 
guide to building a China stamp 
collection in an effective manner; 
Chapter 6 — Buying China Stamps: 
Revealing many sources from which 
you can buy China stamps, and 
tips to find good deals. Some of the 
sources might still remain unknown 
to many collectors; Chapter 7 — 
Selling China Stamps: How to sell 
your China stamps to maximize 
revenue; Chapter 8 — Investing 
in China Stamps: Sharing a few 
available options in the market for 
those who want to take the hobby 
to the next level; Chapter 9 — Final 
Words: Do’s and Don’ts of collecting 
China stamps.
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Fiction
Airmail Scandal: The Air Corps 

Delivers by Lee Downer. Paper-
back, 424 color pages, 6 inches by 
9 inches, ISBN-10: 1545487359, 
ISBN-13: 978-1545487358. Pub-
lished by CreateSpace Indepen-
dent Publishing Platform in 2018. 
$14.95 plus shipping at amazon.
com.
Air Mail Scandal is the author’s 

second novel about early American 
airpower. The 1934 cancellation of 
all domestic air mail contracts pro-
vides an historic background for 
adventure for two Army Air Corps 
pilots and a beautiful barnstorm-
ing pilot. The history is accurate 
and the plot weaves its way around 
deadly encounters with gang leaders 
intent on finding new sources of easy 
money. Aiding the stalwart team is 
a stamp-collecting bank clerk from 
Kalamazoo, an unlikely participant 
in solving a shameful crime. With 
its accurate historic details, Air Mail 
Scandal is a good read for any airmail 
collector.

France
Yvert & Tellier 2019 — Tome 1 — 

Timbres de Monaco et des Ter-
ritoires Français d’Outre-Mer 
— Andorre, Europa, Nations Uni-
es, T.A.A.F.= Yvert & Tellier 2019 
Vol. 1 — Stamps of Monaco and 
French Overseas Territories — An-
dorra, Europe, U.N., F.A.A.L. by 
Yvert & Tellier. Softbound, 1280 
color pages in French, 15 cm by 21 
cm. Published in 2018 by Yvert & 
Tellier. 23.90 € (approx. $28 U.S., 
plus shipping) at Yvert et Tellier, 
2 Rue de l’Etoile, CS 79013 80094, 
Amiens Cedex 03, France or www.
yvert.com. 
This 2019 edition of the Timbres 

de Monaco et des Territoires Français 
d’Outre-Mer catalogue is divided by 
country in alphabetical order. It in-
cludes listings for French Andorra, 
Spanish Andorra, Europe, Mayotte, 
UNO mission in Kosovo, Monaco, 
United Nations, New Caledonia, 
Oceania, Polynesia, Saint-Pierre and 
Miquelon, Tahiti, French Austral 
and Antarctic lands, Wallis and Fu-
tuna.

Yvert & Tellier 2019 — Tome I — 
Timbres de France = Yvert & 
Tellier 2019 — Vol. 1 — Stamps 
of France by Yvert & Tellier. 
Hardcover, 1344 color pages in 
French, 15 cm by 21 cm. Published 
in 2018 by Yvert & Tellier. 23.90 
€ (approx. $28 U.S., plus ship-
ping) at Yvert et Tellier, 2 Rue de 
l’Etoile, CS 79013 80094, Amiens 
Cedex 03, France or www.yvert.
com.
This 2019 edition of the Timbres de 
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France catalogue of postage stamps 
of France and French colonies (gen-
eral issues) also includes one section 
devoted entirely to joint issues of 
France. Also included are listings for 
self-adhesive, air mail, blocks and 
sheets, souvenir sheets,booklets, dat-
ed corners, parcel post, self-service 
stamps, postal stationery, specimens, 
imperforate blocks, postage stamps 
of the French Liberation, millesimes, 
customized stamps, folders, first day 
of issue usages, precanceled stamps, 
issues of Réunion, charity stamps, 
experimental stamps, officials, and 
P.E.N.C. souvenir issues.

Great Britain
British King George V Definitive, 

Profile Head and Seahorse Stamps 
Overprinted for NAURU by Rob-
ert Stein FRPSL. Published in 
2018 by the Royal Philatelic So-
ciety London. £50 (approx. $66 
U.S.), plus shipping at 41 Devon-
shire Place London W1G 6JY, UK 
or www.rpsl.org.uk/publications.
asp.

The Republic of Nauru is the small-
est state in the South Pacific, only 8.1 
square miles in size. The front cover 
of Stein’s book is a representation of 
the Nauruan flag: blue for the Pacific 
Ocean, yellow for the Equator with a 
white star symbolic of the 12 tribes 
of the island. Despite its size, Nauru 
has a diverse and interesting phila-
telic history, initially using German 
colonial stamps of the Marshall Is-
land, followed by Australian “North 
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West Pacific Islands” overprints and, 
from 1916 to 1924, the “NAURU” 
overprints on British stamps that are 
the subject of this book before hav-
ing their own designs from 1924 on.  
   This study provides a detailed ex-
amination covering production from 
design, paper and ink to printing 
and distribution to Nauru for the de-
finitive King George V Profile Head 
(½p to 1s) and Seahorse (2/6 to 10/-) 
stamps of Great Britain overprinted 
for use in Nauru. Profile Head con-
trols are key to the study. They 
establish a chronological series of 
samples to which other stamps were 
organized and compared. The sam-
ple included all press runs believed to 
survive. They identify the individual 
printings within the controls. It is be-
cause of this that the book is relevant 
to a wider audience than Nauru col-
lectors, because it is more about the 
production of British stamps super-
vised by the British Inland Revenue 

Stamping Department.

Perkins Bacon Great Britain Line-
Engraved Postage Stamp Printing 
1840–1846 by Alan Druce FRPSL. 
Softcover, 2 vols., 624 and 624 
pages. Published in 2018 by the 
Royal Philatelic Society London. 
£125 (approx. $165 U.S., plus 
shipping) at 41 Devonshire Place 
London W1G 6JY, UK or www.
rpsl.org.uk/publications.asp
After five years of meticulous re-

search in archives, this book is at 
last ready for publication. As well 
as the Perkins Bacon Records and 
the Postal Museum, many hours 
have been spent looking at primary 
sources in the British Library, the 
Victoria & Albert Museum and the 
National Archives of the United 
Kingdom at Kew. The information 
gleaned has been meticulously ana-
lyzed and the full story told in more 
detail than ever before. The work is 
in two hard-bound volumes, each of 
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624 pages. It is Volume 2 that will be 
heavily used by aficionados of British 
line-engraved stamps, as it contains 
tables that define precisely how many 
sheets were printed from which plate 
by which printer on which day. These 
volumes give philatelists an un-
matched level of detail of the first six 
years of stamp production. 

Italy
La Compagnia Transatlantica di 

Navigazione a Vapore 1852–1858: 
I Servizi Postali — La Guerra di 
Crimea — La Linea del Sud Amer-
ica = The Transatlantic Company 
of Steam Navigation 1852–1858: 
The Postal Services — The War 
of Crimea — The Line of South 
America by Alessandro Arseni. 
Hardcover in Italian with Eng-
lish description of the letters, 112 
color and black and white pages, 
ISBN: 978-88-96381-26-7. Pub-
lished by Postal Gazette in 2018, 
order code 2718E. €60 (approx. 
$70 U.S.), plus shipping. VAC-
CARI s.r.l. / Via M. Buonarroti, 
46 / 41058 Vignola (Mo) – Italy, 
or from www.vaccari.it/editoria/
miv/new.php.
Part of the “Steamships” Series, 

this book narrates the history of the 
Italian shipping company that creat-
ed the first regular navigation service 
between Genoa and South America. 
It depicts many letters that travelled 
with the ships of the Company, with 
the letters transcribed and described 
in English. Also given as part of this 
study are the postal shipping rates, 
the service of ships to the War of 
Crimea and to South America, dates 

of departure, transit and arrival, post 
and administration marks, postal 
services, laws and decrees that ruled 
its activity. All are well explained in 
this work.

Le Tariffe Postali Italiane 1862–
2000 — vol.3: Regno d’italia e  
Repubblica Sociale Italiana 
1901–1946 = Italian Postal Rates 
1862–2000 vol.3: Kingdom of Italy 
and RSI 1901–1946 by Giovanni 
Micheli. Softbound in Italian, 
532 pages, 17 cm by 24 cm., 
ISBN: 88-85335-42-X, 978-88-
85335-42-4. Reprinted in 2018 by 
Vaccari, order code 1329E. €48 
(approx. $55.50 U.S.), plus ship-
ping. VACCARI s.r.l. / Via M. 
Buonarroti, 46 / 41058 Vignola 
(Mo) — Italy, or from www. 
vaccari.it/editoria/miv/new.php.
This comprehensive work includes 

the complete laws, decrees and regu-
lations with the rates of the Kingdom 
of Italy and the Italian Social Republic 
from 1901 to 1946. To make the work 
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more practical and easier to use, the 
different subjects (inland/abroad, 
etc.) have been ordered by date, title 
of decree or law, with detailed indi-
cations of the relevant publications 
(ex. R.D. 9.7.1926 n.1381, published 
in G.U. — Official Gazette — n.194 
of 21.8.1926). These data have been 
categorized at the beginning of each 
legislative source. Besides the general 
index divided by year, there are three 
more indexes: by subject; by decree; 
and by rate periods.

Per Essere Quest’ufficio la Chiave 
Dell’italia e Germania...— La 
famiglia Taxis Bordogna e le co-
municazioni postali nell’area di 
Trento e Bolzano (sec. XVI–XVIII) 
= Being this Office the Key be-
tween Italy and Germany...— The 
Taxis Bordogna family and postal 
communications in the area of 
Trento and Bolzano (XVI–XVIII 
centuries) by Francesca Brunet. 
Softbound in Italian and German, 
256 pages, 17 cm by 24 cm., 
ISBN-10: 88-992196-05, ISBN-
13: 978-88-99219-60-4. Published 
in 2018, order code 2721E. €25 
(approx. $29 U.S.), plus ship-
ping. VACCARI s.r.l. / Via M. 
Buonarroti, 46 / 41058 Vignola 
(Mo) — Italy, or from www. 
vaccari.it/editoria/miv/new.php.
The history of the Trentino post 

offices in the modern age is part of 
the wider panorama of European and 
non-European postal links, which 
between the 15th and 16th centuries 
began to be increasingly organized in 
a more rational manner. Protagonists 
of the organization and economic 

management of the international 
posts were several branches of the 
Taxis family, originally from Cor-
nello, in the Bergamo Val Brembana. 
One of these, the House of Taxis Bor-
dogna, controlled the postal stations 
along the Adige River in Trento and 
Bolzano from the 16th to the 18th 
century, with the corresponding in-
termediate stations.

This volume is structured in two 
parts. The first, mainly organized 
chronologically, is dedicated to the 
history of the family and the fief-
dom: the birth of the Taxis Bordogna 
branch, the start of its administration 
of the Trento post offices; the acquisi-
tion of new post offices in the second 
half of the 16th century and the loss 
of some of these in the following cen-
tury; the significant management of 
the postal enterprise, in the seven-
teenth century, by the only woman 
who succeeded in obtaining the in-
vestiture as a teacher of post and not 
simply as a branch guardian; then 
to the 18th century, a century full of 
changes within the family and to the 
postal administration. 

The second part, organized in a 
thematic sense and again chrono-
logically, attempts to reconstruct the 
more properly economic and mate-
rial aspects of the history of the post 
office in the modern age.

Norway
Facit 2019 NORDEN (Simplified 

before 1950, Specialized 1950 on-
ward) by Facit. Paperback, 960 
color pages, English, ISBN-978-
9186564827. Published by FACIT 
Publishing in 2017. 43€ at Facit 
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Förlags AB, Box 537, SE-201 25 
Malmö, Sweden or info@facit.se
FACIT Norden 2019 is the 

specialized catalog featuring all 
stamps of the Nordic countries in 
color. The stamps from 1951 on-
wards are described with varieties, 
while the stamps from the period 
before 1951 are described with issue 
and denomination, without varieties, 
with the price for a normal stamp. 
All stamp booklets are listed with 
varieties, even before 1951.

Among the new additions to this 
edition, the catalog is now printed 
on 70- gram paper, resulting in sig-
nificantly improved image quality. 
Values for Swedish single frankings, 
postcards and printed matter frank-
ings after 1951 are listed Swedish 
self-adhesive stamps on covers have 
been revised, and a  summary of 
Swedish Anniversary Issues is in-
cluded. Also enhancing the catalog’s 
value in its  summary of the unique 
code numbers for Greenland frank-
ing machines, along with price 
adjustments and various corrections; 

and an updated membership roster 
for the Swedish Stamp Dealers As-
sociation.

Norgeskatalogen 2018 / Specialized 
catalogue of the postage stamps  
of Norway 2018 by Oslo 
Filatelistklubb. 480 color pages, 
Paperback, ISBN- 9-788293453024, 
Published in English and 
Norwegian by Oslo Filatelistklubb 
in 2017. €50, £45 or $60 U.S. at Oslo 
Filatelistklubb, Frydenlundgt. 14, 
N-0169 Oslo, Norway.
Norgeskatalogen is the catalog for 

Norwegian specialists, now issued 
every other year. The 2018 edition is 
much improved with updated pric-
ing for especially for stamps in Very 
Fine condition. English text is in-
cluded in many important sections of 
the listings and descriptions, and the 
catalog includes an English-Norwe-
gian-German cross-reference word 
list. It includes a new Norwegian-text 
article on identifying 20mm types.

Additions to this edition include: 
all major sections are in English; col-
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or illustrations throughout; extensive 
specialized information; explana-
tions and illustrations to distinguish 
the different engraving types and 
varieties. The catalog values single 
stamps used, mint never hinged 
and unused, plus varieties, blocks 
and FDCs. A list of postal rates of 
1877 to 2016 includes airmail rates. 
A very comprehensive Introduction 
Chapter includes a detailed listing of 
false cancellations and bogus cancel-
ers used on “war stamps” and FDCs 
from the 1940s and 1950s.

Scandinavia
Facit 2018 Scandinavia Classic Spe-

cialized by Facit. Paperback, 384 
color pages, English, ISBN-978-
9186564827. Published by FACIT 
Publishing in 2017. €33 at Facit 
Förlags AB, Box 537, SE-201 25 
Malmö, Sweden or info@facit.se.
Starting in 2016, Facit catalogues 

were subdivided. The Classic Special-
ized catalog only includes stamps 
issued through 1949. Fully specialized 
and in color, it includes specialized 
listings for stamps, booklets, variet-
ies, FDCs, as well as other philatelic 

items. Special enhancements in the 
2018 edition include improved and 
enlarged pictures in the Norwegian 
section and revision of the English 
text. For Sweden,  stamp booklets 
H52 to H212 have been updated as 
have Swedish slot-machine book-
lets HA1 to HA26, and a section on 
counterfeit modern Swedish stamps 
of 2004–15 has been re-edited with 
English text and pictures added.

Denmark collectors will enjoy 
a new article about the “Magasin 
Copenhagen FDC cachets,” while 
sections about the Danish machines 
for franking and exhibition labels 
have been revised. Christian X issue 
of 1915–16 quantities issued have 
been updated for Danish West In-
dies. Iceland listings now include a 
list of last days of validity for Icelan-
dic stamps, and  Icelandic gift and 
special folders have now been added. 
All collectors will appreciate price 
adjustments and various corrections 
throughout the entire catalog, and 
make use of the updated member-
ship roster for the Swedish Stamp 
Dealers Association.
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Switzerland 
Zumstein — Schweiz & Liechten-

stein 2019 = Zumstein 2019 — 
Switzerland and Liechtenstein by 
Zumstein Verlag. Softcover (ISBN 
978-3-90927880-0) and spiral 
bound (ISBN 978-3-90927882-4) 
in French and German with in-
troduction in German, French, 
English and Spanish, 1008 pages. 
Published in 2018 by Zumstein 
Verlag. Softcover: 35CHF (ap-
prox. $35.50 U.S., plus shipping) 
and spiral bound: 38CHF (ap-
prox. $38.50 U.S., plus shipping)
at Zumstein & Cie, Inh. Hertsch 
& Co., Zeughausgasse 24, 3001 
Bern, Switzerland or www. 
briefmarken.ch
The 2019 edition of this well-

regarded catalog illustrates, lists 
and values postage stamps from 
Switzerland, Liechtenstein, United 
Nations Geneva and Campione 
d’Italia. The catalog is divided by 
country in chronological order, and 
includes listings for varieties, over-
prints, cancels, watermark, colors 
and postal rates. Pro Juventute youth 
semipostal letters are presented in a 
separate chapter. New additions to 
this edition include references about 
“Rappen” shades, new classical vari-
eties, and warning about counterfeit 
or predated postmarks.

Topical
Mainline Railway Stamps: A Collec-

tor’s Guide by Howard Piltz. Hard-
cover, 104 color pages, 6 inches x 
9¼ inches, ISBN-10: 1473871905, 
ISBN-13: 978-1473871908. Pub-
lished by Pen and Sword Trans-

port in 2018. $32.95 plus shipping 
at amazon.com.
Published as the second book in 

the Transport Philately Series on 
public transport issues, this work 
features both of the author’s life-long 
hobbies, philately and railroads. He 
examines railways and the stamps 
that depict them from around the 
world that involve standard-gauge 
track, a list that encompasses the ma-
jority of the western world’s major 
railway arteries. The book also illus-
trates railways and their stamps on 
other similar gauges of track where 
they constitute a country’s major ar-
teries. However, the book is not an 
exhaustive survey encompassing ev-
ery country and every stamp.

Postal authorities issue stamps 
featuring railway subjects for many 
and varied reasons, ranging from 
historical anniversaries to national 
pride. The Royal Mail in the UK has 
certainly not ignored railways, espe-
cially in later years, and the British 
author does tend to visit more of his 
native country’s stamps than most 
other countries.

In the course of this work, the 
author examines why a particular 
country will include more railway-
themed issues, while other countries 
are represented by only one or two 
stamps. The book follows the story 
of stamps and railways around the 
world in roughly an eastern journey, 
learning about some of the national 
histories and the role railways and 
railway stamps play for each of the 
countries. For the topical railroad 
collector, this would make a wel-
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come addition to their philatelic 
library. 

Narrow Gauge Railway Stamps: A 
Collector’s Guide by Howard Piltz. 
Hardcover, 64 pages, 6.2 inches by 
9.3 inches, ISBN-10: 1473871786, 
ISBN-13: 978-1473871786. Published  
by Pen and Sword in 2018. $14.95 
at amazon.com
The first of four books, this 

handbook explores the treatment 
of varying aspects of public trans-
port with the aid of postage stamps, 
either issued by the postal authori-
ties of most of the world, or some 
of the railway companies them-
selves, especially heritage operators. 
   It has long intrigued the author as to 
why narrow gauge systems through-
out the world have demanded a far 
greater attention from the public and 
stamp-issuing entities than subjects 
from the standard gauge lines, which 
make up the vast majority of the 
world’s railway systems.

The 
author recounts how he felt on first 
seeing engines of the Talyllyn Rail-
way, in mid-Wales, from the top 
of the station approach at Tywyns 
Wharf Station. The Talyllyn Rail-
way has the double honor of being 
the world’s first railway to be taken 
over and operated by a preservation 
society in 1951, and also the first 
railway in the modern era to is-
sue its own Railway Letter Service 
stamps. The latter is a practice that 
can be traced back to the very early 
times, which allowed people in out-
lying areas to send letters by the 
railways to the nearest post office 
for onward transport. The Talyllyns 
first stamps were issued in 1957, 
and many are sought after today. 
   From whatever origin or country, 
there is a huge variety of stamps cov-
ering narrow-gauge railways, and 
usually they are attractive miniature 
works of art that make them very col-
lectable. The author has not set out to 



FOURTH QUARTER 2018 /  VOL. 67 / PHILATELIC LITERATURE REVIEW   293

cover every country or issue in these 
books, but to present a wide selection 
of those stamps that are noteworthy.

United States
Catalog of Private Express Labels 

and Stamps United States 1839–
1918, Canada 1841–1926, Mexico 
1860–1918 by Bruce H. Mosher. 
2018 second edition, Paperback, 
508 color and black and white 
pages. Published by author. $75 at 
pbbooks.com.
This well-produced and executed 

book is the author’s second attempt 
at a real catalog of the various ad-
hesive labels, stamps, and printed 
corner cards of the Express compa-
nies that operated during the classic 
period in the United States and Can-
ada. As such, it will be welcomed 
by all of those who have interest in 
the vast number of companies that 
handled the movement of mail mat-
ter, money letters, newspapers, and 
packages outside of the confines of 
the often limited government ser-
vices provided.

The catalog lists and prices over 
3,000 items. An easy-to-understand 
numbering system is employed that 

begins with an alpha designator for 
each company that incorporates a 
final letter as either an Express or a 
Delivery Company. The next portion 
of the identification differentiates 
the specific item as a corner card, 
complimentary frank, label, or de-
nominated stamp.

A typical entry includes a brief 
history of the company including 
period of operation if known, a black 
and white illustration of the item, 
perforation information, size and the 
specific listing with catalog number, 
color and valuation. Entry-specific 
references, including published arti-
cles and reported usages are provided 
in many instances. Several of the 
larger companies, such as American 
Express, have the emissions segre-
gated by use. These include franks 
for free shipments and passes; labels 
for instructions or type of operation; 
and stamps for specific functions. 
Enlargements of design details are 
provided when design differences 
are minute. The book also includes a 
general bibliography as well as cross 
references to other compilations that 
have appeared in print.

What’s YOUR favorite philatelic publication? We invite PLR readers 
to share their favorites with fellow philatelic literature enthusiasts. The 
publication can be old or new, common or rare. What is important is 
that you deem it worthy of inclusion on your bookshelf. Please contact 
Scott Tiffney at 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823, by e-mail 
stiffney@stamps.org, or by telephone 814-933-3803, ext. 246 with any 
questions or to submit your essay.
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With the Help of Many Friends, We Grow Together

PHILATELIC LITERATURE CONTRIBUTORS ...........................................................

The following individuals and institutions made donations 
of philatelic literature to the American Philatelic Research 
Library in the third quarter of 2018 (July-September):

Roger Albanese, Amos Publishing Company, Steve Andreasen, 
APS Affiliate Coordination Committee, Kauko Aro, Irene Baranow, 
Ralph Bartholomew, Jim Benford,

British North America Philatelic Society in memory of Horace 
W. Harrison, Anthony Brooks, Susan Bruce, Terence Carr, Judith 
Carrigan, Dan Chaij, Carlson Chambliss, Joseph Chervenyak, Roland 
Cipolla, Beth Collins, Frank Correl, Osman Corson Jr., John K. Cross, 
III, Roger Curran, Isabel DaSilva, Bill DiPaolo, Mark Donaldson Jr. 

Also Jack Ericson, Vera Felts, V. H. Foersterling, Dr. Arthur 
Groten, Paul Hager, Richard Hall, John & Dawn Hamman, Leonard 
Hartmann, John Hayhurst, Wayne Henderson, Terence Hines, 
Thomas Hirschinger, Stephen Hopko, Gini Horn, David Hunt, Jon 
Hussey, Dr. Rafael Igartua, Merritt Jenkins, Alvin Kantor, Jerry Katz, 
Patricia Kaufmann, Stephen Knobloch, William Kriebel.

Also Ken Lawrence, Bill Lehr, F. Lon Lowry, David Lu, Malcolm 
Macdonald, Thomas Maher, Edward Martin, Gary D. Martin, Frank 
“Bob” McCain Estate, Peter McClure, George McGowan, Mr. G. 
Michaels, Foster E. Miller, III, Mr. & Mrs. Howard Mundt, Raymond 
Nichols, Norman Nicol, Wendy Niem, Kenneth Nilsestuen, Jeff 
Ohlfs, Louis Pataki, Mrs. Lanny Peterson, John Pfalser, Pitcairn 
Islands Study Group, Post Mark Collectors Club, Prodigi Edizioni.

Robert Rightmire, Bruce Roberts, Robert Rudine, Wade Saadi, 
Stephen Sacks, Dennis Sadowski, William Sammis, Scott Publishing 
Company, Murray Sherry, Donald Smith, Douglas Swisher, Yoram 
Szekely, Dr. Benedict Termini, Moody Tidwell, Dr. Elizabeth Tillman, 
Ronnell Townsend, Dr. Herbert Trenchard, Michael Turrini.

Also Roger Van Laere, Mr. Lynn Vernon, W. Danforth Walker, 
Alan Warren, David Wessely, Mark Winnegrad, Richard Winter, 
Gaylord Yost, Wayne & Dorothy Youngblood, David Zubatsky and 
Ms. Caryn Zweig.
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The Royal Philatelic Society London

Perkins Bacon Great Britain Line-Engraved 
Postage Stamp Printing 1840-1846

Alan Druce FRPSL

Available from:  www.rpsl.org.uk.    Telephone +44  207 486 1044
Email adminsecretary@rpsl.org.uk

10% Price discount available to RPSL members

Price £125 (approx. $165) plus postage for two volumes

Full colour throughout, hardback with dust jackets, total 1,248 pages

Major new authoritative work derived from primary sources
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.......................................................................................APRL NEW ACQUISITIONS

The following works — listed alphabetically by subject, country, or general 
specialty — have been added to the American Philatelic Research Library’s 
collections between July 1 and September 30, 2018.

Auction catalogs for named collections are included in our catalog and 
appear in this list, either under auction catalogs or under more specific 
subjects. We have many more general auction catalogs recorded by date and 
sale number under the auction house name in our library catalog.

Items marked “IP” (In Process) have not yet been assigned a call number, 
but are available on request.

Due to limited space in this issue the followiong are selected works. For 
the rest of the works, see Philatelic Literature & Research blog at http://blog.
stamplibrary.org.

Air Mail
Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. trans. 23, Air 

post stamps: Catalogue de timbres 
- poste. Volume 1 — France 1969, 
Yvert & Tellier, Amiens, 1968, 
p.103 ([Wigan? U.K.]: [B. Birch], 
[1978?]). [HE6035 . B617s no.23]

Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries. 
The James P. Myerson collection 
pioneer flight mail 1910–1916: 
March 8, 2018 (New York, 
N.Y.: Robert A. Siegel Auction 
Galleries, 2018). [NS Myerson, 
James P.]

Argentina
Giordano, Osvaldo Mario. El Correo 

Argentino en Malvinas (Buenos 
Aires: Correo 

Argentino, [2007]).[G9176 .P859 
G49c 2007]

Kneitschel, Victor; Birch, Brian. 
S.E.P.S. trans. 9, Cancelling with 
perforating machines: Catalogo de 

los sellos postales de la Republica 
Argentine, Vol. 2, 6th edn., Victor 

Kneitschel, Buenos Aires, 1958, 
p.548–559 ([Wigan? U.K.]: [B. 
Birch], [1977?]). [HE6035 .B617s 
no.9]

Australia
Corinphila Auktionen. From 

Australian States to the 
Commonwealth of Australia 
1850–1960, The 

‘Besancon’ Collection (part II): 
May 31, 2018 (Zurich, Schweiz: 
Corinphila Auktionen, 2018). [NS 
Besancon]

Lyons, Bonnie. SAS/Oceania 
[auction house] (Anderson, 
IN: SAS/Oceania, [1988]). 
[AUCTION SAS/Oceania]

Munk, H.; Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. 
trans. 58, Australia, official stamps: 
Kohl - Briefmarken Handbuch, 

2nd edn., Verein der Freunde des 
Kohl — Briefmarken Handbuch, 
Berlin, Volume 1, 1926, p.140 
([Wigan? U.K.]: [B. Birch], 
[1983?]). [HE6035 .B617s no.58]
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Belgium
Van Lint, Victor J. Illustrated catalog 

of Belgian perfins ([Fontana, 
Calif.?]: Victor J. Van 

Lint, c1958).[IP69822]

Canada
Definitive Issues
Van Someren, Randall W. The 

colours and shades of Canada’s 
admiral stamps (Ottawa, Canada: 
BNAPS Admiral Study Group, 
2018). [IP69859]

Perfins
Pearson, Al. The C12 perfins of 

the International Harvest Co. 
of Canada (Thompson, Man., 
Canada: Al Pearson, 1978). 
[IP69842]

Rubec, Clayton D.A. Perfins on 
Canadian Federal and Provincial 
revenue stamps (Ottawa, Ontario: 
Clayton D.A. Rubec, February 
1983). [G3401 .P438 R89p 1983]

Channel Islands
Gurney, David, 1935–. The postal 

history of the Guernsey subpost 
offices (Clayhall, Ilford, Essex: 
C.I.S.S., c1996). [IP69865]

Christmas Island
Christmas Island. Philatelic Bureau. 

Information booklet (Christmas 
Island, Indian Ocean: Philatelic 
Bureau, 1981). [VF Christmas 
Island]

Colombia
Air Mail
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries. 

The Barry P. Fletcher collection 
of Colombian air post issues 
1919–1923: November 14, 2017 
(New York, N.Y.: International 
Robert A. Siegel in association 
with Charles F. Shreve, 2017). [NS 
Fletcher, Barry P.]

Czechoslovakia
Perfins
Maxa, Vojtech. Katalog 

der tschechoslowakischen 
Firmendurchlochungen (Essen: 
Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft 
Tschechoslowakei, 1972). 
[IP69837]

Maxa, Vojtech; Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. 
trans. 41, Catalogue of the perfins 
of the Czechoslovakian area: 2nd 
edn., Vydal KF 00–65, Prague, 
1976, pp. 1–7 ([Wigan? U.K.]: [B. 
Birch], [1979?]). [HE6035 .B617s 
no.41]

Maxa, Vojtech; Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. 
trans. 51, Unfamiliar facts about 
Czechoslovakian firms’ perforations: 
Translated from an unknown 
German publication: 039/1–[039/4] 
([Wigan? U.K.]: [Birch], [1983?]). 
[HE6035 .B617s no.51]

Maxa, Vojtech. Katalog perfinu z 
uzemi Ceskoslovenska (Hlohovec: 
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Filatelistický klub 08–21, 1972). 
[G6511 .P438 M463p 1972]

Denmark
Perfins
Dansk Perfin Samlerklub. Perfin-

Posten ([Denmark]: Dansk 
Perfin Samlerklub, [1987–2007]). 
[JOURNAL Perfin Posten]

Engelbrecht, Peter. Perfinisten = 
Perfinist (Brenderup Fyn, DK: 
Peter Engelbrecht, [1980–1983]). 
[JOURNAL Perfinisten]

Hansen, Ostergaard; Birch, Brian. 
S.E.P.S. trans. 30, Danish perfins: 
Posthistorisk Tidsskrift, 2, (1) 
156–170 & 2, (2), 220–229. Also 
published separately as: Catalogue 
of Danish perfins by Ostergaard 
Hansen, PosthistoriskTidsskrift, 
Hobro, Denmark, pp. 25 ([Wigan? 
U.K.]: [B. Birch], [1978?]). 
[HE6035 .B617s no.30]

Falkland Islands
Maritime Mail
Alaimo, Salvador, 1934–. Buques 

argentinos en las Islas Malvinas 
= Argentine ships in the Falkland 
Islands ([n.l.]: Group de filatelia 
naval (Produccion Grafica de 
Jarmat), 2007). [IP69855]

Finland
Postal Stationery
Aro, Kauko I. Finland postal 

stationery with 1875 stamp design 
[exhibit] (, [2018]). [IP40152 CD]

France
Auctions
International Robert A. Siegel. The 

Scarsdale Collection. Part ten, 
France.: March 13, 2018 (New 

York, New York: International 
Robert A. Siegel in association 
with Charles F. Shreve, 2018). [NS 
Scarsdale Collection]

Robert Dedecker. ANCOPER 
[auction house ([France]: 
Association Nationale de 
Collectionneurs de Timbres 
Perfores, [1992–2000?]). 
[AUCTION ANCOPER]

Censored Mail
Parson, Robert W. Every word you 

write — Vichy will be watching 
you: Surveillance of public opinion 
in the Gard department 1940–
1944: the postal control system 
during Vichy France (Tucson, 
Arizona: Wheatmark, 2013). 
[IP69860]

Perfins
Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. trans. 33, 

ANCOPER, Bulletin de liaison no. 
8, 1st September 1978 ([Wigan? 
U.K.]: [B. Birch], [1978?]). 
[HE6035 .B617s no.33]

Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. trans. 34, 
ANCOPER, Bulletin de liaison 
no. 9, 4th October 1978 ([Wigan? 
U.K.]: [B. Birch], [1978?]). 
[HE6035 .B617s no.34]

Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. trans. 35, 
ANCOPER, Association Nationale 
des collectionneurs de timbres 
perfores, Bulletin de liaison no. 10, 
15th November, 1978 ([Wigan? 
U.K.]: [B. Birch], [1978?]). 
[HE6035 .B617s no.35]

Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. trans. 36, 
ANCOPER, Association Nationale 
des collectionneurs de timbres 
perfores, Bulletin de liaison no. 11, 
20th December 1978 ([Wigan? 
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U.K.]: [B. Birch], [1978?]). 
[HE6035 .B617s no.36]

Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. trans. 37, 
ANCOPER, Association Nationale 
des collectionneurs de timbres 
perfores, Bulletin de liaison no. 
12, 24th January 1979 ([Wigan? 
U.K.]: [B. Birch], [1978?]). 
[HE6035 .B617s no.37]

Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. trans. 38, 
ANCOPER, Association Nationale 
des collectionneurs de timbres 
perfores, Bulletin de liaison no. 
13, 28th February, 1979 ([Wigan? 
U.K.]: [B. Birch], [1979?]). 
[HE6035 .B617s no.38]

Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. trans. 56, 
Catalogue of the perfins (of 
France): First edition, France, 
1979 ([Wigan? U.K.]: [B. Birch], 
[1983?]). [HE6035 .B617s no.56]

Lebland, Col.; Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. 
trans. 8, French issues, vol. 3, The 
perforated stamps of France (second, 
third and fourth lists): Le Monde 
des Philatelistes, study no. 97, Paris, 
1968 ([Wigan? U.K.]: [B. Birch], 
[1977?]). [HE6035 .B617s no.8]

Ribault, D.; Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. 
trans. 3, Catalogue of French 
perfins. Introduction: 1st edition, 
D. Ribault, France, 1977 ([Wigan? 
U.K.]: [B. Birch], [1977?]). 
[HE6035 .B617s no.3]

German Colonies
Perfins
German Philatelic Society. Use of 

perfins in offices and colonies of the 
German Philatelic Society: taken 
from “Vorläufer”, publication of the 
German Colonies Collectors’ Group 

of the Germany Philatelic Society 
([n.l.]: German Philatelic Society, 
1973). [IP69831]

Germany
Air Mail
Berezowski, Alexander. Handbuch 

der Luftpostkunde: Katalog 
samtlicher Marken und 

Abstempelungen der Luftposten 
(Southfield, MI: Postilion 
Publications, [1969]). [HE6238 
.B492h 1930 Reprint 1969b]

Bavaria (1849–1920)
Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. trans. 22, 

Bavaria — official stamps: Borek 
Briefmarken - Katalog Deutschland 
1969, Verlag Richard Borek, 
Braunschweig, 1968, p.6 ([Wigan? 
U.K.]: [B. Birch], [1978?]). 
[HE6035 .B617s no.22]

Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. trans. 60, 
Bavaria, official stamps: Kohl - 
Briefmarken Handbuch 2nd edn., 
Verein der Freunde des Kohl - 
Briefmarkenhandbuch, Berlin, Vol. 
1, 1926, pp. 234–236 & 239–241 
([Wigan? U.K.]: [B. Birch], 
[1982?]). [HE6035 .B617s no.60]

Perfins
Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. trans. 5, POL 

perfin: Michel Briefmarkenkatalog: 
Deutschland, 1969, pp. 107 
([Wigan? U.K.]: [B. Birch], 
[1977?]). [HE6035 .B617s no.5]

Kinkel, Manfred. 
Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft 
Firmen- und 
behördliche Lochungen. 
Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft 
Firmen- und behördliche 
Lochungen Rundbrief (Köln: 
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Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft 
Firmen- und behördliche 
Lochungen, [1978–1981]). 
[JOURNAL Lochungen 
Rundbrief]

Kinkel, Manfred. 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
Lochungen. Lochungen 
Rundbrief: Mitteilungsblatt der 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Lochungen 
(Köln: Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft 
Firmen- und behördlich 
Lochungen, [1982–1984]).
[JOURNAL Lochungen Rundbrief]

Great Britain
Collections
Stanley Gibbons Auctions. The 

Dr James Montgomery Dunlop 
collection of Great Britain & 
British Commonwealth: October 
18–19, 2017 (London: Stanley 
Gibbons Auctions, 2017). [NS 
Dunlop, James M.]

College Issues
Cummings, Hayman; Napier, 

Arthur S. The college stamps of 
Oxford and Cambridge ; The 
college stamps of Oxford and 
Cambridge, a further study of their 
history from 1870 to 1886 (Stamp 
Collectors’ Fortnightly) / by the Rev. 
Hayman Cummings ; The Oxford 
college stamps (Stanley Gibbons 
Monthly Journal) / by Professor 
Arthur S. Napier ([n.l.]: [various 
publishers], [1893, 1904]). [G5751 
.C711 C971c CLOSED STACKS 1]

First Issues
Holyoake, Alan. Great Britain, the 

development and use of the first 
issues: the Collectors Club (New 
York), 1 April 2009 ([U.K.]: Alan 

Holyoake (London, UK: Designed 
and prepared for the press by 
Merrion Sharp ; Ringwood, 
Hampshire, UK: Printed by Pardy 
& Son), c2009). [IP69791]

Perfins
Bowman, R. Perfins used by local 

government offices ([n.l.]: [n.p.], 
[1964–1971]). [IP69817]

Perfin Society of Great Britain. 
[Miscellaneous articles from the 
SEPS bulletin. Volume 2] ([n.l.]: 
Security Endorsement and Perfin 
Society of Great Britain, [1964–
1968]). [IP69821]

Perfin Society of Great Britain. 
[Miscellaneous articles from the 
SEPS bulletin. Volume 1] ([n.l.]: 
[Security Endorsement and Perfin 
Society of Great Britain], [1964–
1968]). [IP69820]

Prins, Jan. The perfins of Thomas 
Cook & Son ([n.l.]: [Perfins Club], 
1976). [IP69803]

Official Issues
Bernstein, I. J. The official stamps of 

Great Britain ([London]: [Printed 
by Truslove and Bray], [1906]).
[IP69805]

Edwards, Tony; Lucas, Betty. Great 
Britain official stamps / by Tony 
Edwards ; Great Britain HMSO 
official stamps / by Tony Edwards 
and Betty Lucas ([n.l.]: Stamp 
Magazine, 1983). [IP69806]

Jackson, H.T. The Board of Trade 
perforated official stamps of Great 
Britain ([n.l.]: [n.p.], [n.d.]). 
[IP69807]

Munk, H.; Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. 
trans. 68, Great Britain, Official 
stamps for the Ministry of Public 
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Works: Kohl-Briefmarken 
Handbuch, 2nd edn., Verein der 
Freunde des Kohl-Briefmarken 
handbuchs, Berlin, Vol. 3, 1931, 
pp. 823–825 ([Wigan, U.K.]: [B. 
Birch], [1983?]). [HE6035 .B617s 
no.68]

Post Office
Holyoake, Alan. Great Britain, 

the British Post Office from 
1635 inception through to the 
introduction and first day usages 
of the postage stamp: the Collectors 
Club of New York, Wednesday, 
20th June 2018([London]: Alan 
Holyoake (London, UK: Designed 
and prepared for the press by 
Merriton Sharp ; Ringwood, 
Hampshire, UK: Printed by Pardy 
& Son), 2018). [IP69790]

Postal History
Slemons, Thomas. Suffolk postal 

history and postal markings to 
1844: the postal history of Suffolk 
and a replacement of the Suffolk 
chapter of the British county 
catalogue (Melton Mowbray, UK: 
Stuart Rossiter Trust (Hitchin, 
Herts.: Alford Printing Services), 
2017). [IP69792]

Greece
Macrimichalos, S.J.; Birch, Brian. 

S.E.P.S. trans. 21, Perfins of Greece 
and Crete: Philotelia, April 1969, 
46, 54–55 ([Wigan? U.K.]: [B. 
Birch], [1978?]). [HE6035 .B617s 
no.21] 

Hungary
Perfins
Kadocsa, G.; Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. 

trans. 19, Hole in the stamp: 

Filateliai szemle, Mar. 1968, 
6 ([Wigan? U.K.]: [B. Birch], 
[1978?]). [HE6035 .B617s no.19]

Maxa, Vojtech. Perfins of Hungary 
([n.l.]: Magyar Philatelic Society 
of Great Britain, [1976?]). [G6501 
.P438 M463c 1976b]

Maxa, Vojtech. The perfins of 
Hungary ([n.l.], [1973]). [G6501 
.P438 M463c 1973]

India
Perfins
Werner, Magnus. The perfins 

of India and Indian States. 
Supplement [#1–no.2] 
([Waukesha, WI]: The Perfins 
Club, 1994, 1998). [G7651 .P438 
W494p Suppl. 1994–98]

Italy
Perfins
Cerruto, Giorgio. I “perfin” d’Italia 

(Brescia [Italy]: Giorgio Cerruto, 
1988). [IP69844]

Postal History
Migliavacca, Giorgio. Compendium 

of the history of the posts in 
Italy from antiquity to the 
Third Millenium ([Como, 
Italy]: Published by C.I.F.O. 
(Collezionisti Italiani di 
Francobolli Ordinari = Italian 
Collectors of Definitive Stamps), 
c2017). [IP69793 NEW]

Japan
Perfins
Adachi, Sunao. Japanese perfins 

([Delta, B.C., Canada]: [n.p.], 
[1972]). [IP69848]

Adachi, Tadashi. Indispensable 
possession pierced stamps (Tokyo: 
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[n.p.], Showa 25 [1950]). 
[IP69846; IP69845]

Periodicals
Dai Nippon (Heiloo [Netherlands]: 

Dai Nippon, [2005–2008]). 
[JOURNAL Dai Nippon]

Maritime Mail
Hosking, Roger. An introduction to 

ocean letters (Limpsfield, Oxted, 
Surrey ; Woking, Surrey: Roger 

Hosking ; T.P.O. & Seapost Society, 
2002). [IP69908]

Hosking, Roger. Ocean letters, a 
sequel (Limpsfield, Oxted, Surrey: 
Roger Hosking, 2005). [IP69909]

Mobile Post Offices
Mobile Post Office Society. Mobile 

Post Office Society [auction house] 
(Grand Rapids, Michigan: Mobile 
Post Office Society, [1974]). 
[AUCTION Mobile Post Office 
Society]

Perfins
Bair, Paul Fulton. Perforated initials 

([n.l.]: Paul Fulton Bair, [n.d.]). 
[IP69850]

Lagerwall, Tord; Birch, Brian. 
S.E.P.S. trans. 45, A little about 
protective perforations: Svensk 
Filatelistisk Tidskrift, Feb. 1979, 
(2), 101–105 ([Wigan? U.K.]: [B. 
Birch], [1979?]). [HE6035 .B617s 
no.45]

Larsen, A.J.; Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. 
trans. 54, Entires-Corner: 
Posthistorisk Tidsskrift, 2, (1), 
155([Wigan? U.K.]: [B. Birch], 
[1983?]). [HE6035 .B617s no.54]

Mazur, P.; Birch, Brian. [S.E.P.S. 
trans. 2?], Stamps with 
perforations: Filateliya SSSR, Sept. 

1972, (9), 38–39 ([Wigan? U.K.]: 
[B. Birch], [1974?]). [HE6035 
.B617s no.2]

Mazur, P.; Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. 
trans. 4, More about perforations 
on postage stamps: Filateliya SSSR, 
April 1973, (4) V–VI ([Wigan? 
U.K.]: [B. Birch], [1974?]). 
[HE6035 .B617s no.4]

Richerson, Bill. [Index to The 
Perfins Bulletin (only started) 
1945–1963] ([n.l.]: [n.p.], 
[1976?]). [IP69832]

Thornton, Mary E. Catalogue of 
official perfins (London: The 
Society, 1964–1972). [IP69841]

Poland
Periodicals
Fischer, Andrzej. Przeglad 

filatelistyczny (Fischer) (Bytom 
[Poland]: Fischer, [2002–
2010]). [JOURNAL Przeglad 
filatelistyczny (Fischer)]

Perfins
Sekowski, A.; Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. 

trans. 52, Private perforations used 
in Warsaw: ... published in 1972 on 
pages 10–12 of a Polish philatelic 
magazine ([Wigan? U.K.]: [B. 
Birch], [1983?]). [HE6035 .B617s 
no.52]

Postal Stationery
Berbela, Janusz | Pelczar, Piotr. O 

Cp 1–3 Prawie Wszystko... ([n.p.]: 
Fischer, 2008). Pelczar, Piotr. O 
Cp 50 Prawie Wszystko... ([n.p.]: 
Fischer, 2007).

Portugal
Perfins 

Cardona, Jose A. Perfins of 
Portugal, Azores, Madeira and ex-
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colonies ([Lisbon, Portugal]: [Jose 
A. Cardona], [2003]). [IP69851]

Everett, R. A catalogue of the 
perfins of Portugal and Portuguese 
overseas provinces (Braintree, 
Essex, England, UK: R. Everett, 
c1988). [IP69853]

Puerto Rico
Dipaolo, Bill. Puerto Rico during the 

Spanish American War 1898–1900: 
a postal history study ([IP69795 
NEW]

Perfins
Perfins Club. Perfins from Puerto 

Rico ; Puerto Rico official 
perforations / by V. LeYoung 
Ardiff ([n.l.]: Perfins Club, [n.d.]). 
[IP69824]

Revenue Issues
Applegate, Frank L. Pennsylvania 

local real estate transfer stamps 
(Lincoln, NB: The State 
Revenue Society,, 1969–1970). 
[956.13:C1H/A7p]

Perfins
Murray, L.R.; Kenneth, Robert; 

Pruess, Kenneth. [List of revenues 
... compiled by L.R. Murray and 
Robert Kenneth ; Double-punched 
dates on Nebraska stamps by 
Kenneth P. Pruess ; list from Bob 
Sperring] ([n.l.]: [n.p.], [n.d.]). 
[IP69839]

Richerson, Bill D. Rev. perfin 
cat. 1978 (San Jose, CA: Bill D. 
Richerson, 1978). [IP69838]

Romania
Collections
Corinphila Auktionen. Romania, 

incl. lithographed issues of 
Romania 1865–1872, The Eduardo 
Cohen collection (part III): May 
30, 2018 (Zurich, Schweiz: 
Corinphila Auktionen, 2018). [NS 
Cohen, Eduardo]

Perfins
Erós, László. Catalog de perforaţii 

comerciale si oficiale Româneşti 
= Catalogue des perforations 
commerciales et officielles 
Roumaines (Cluj-Napoca, 
Romania: Transfilex SRL, 1996). 
[G6881 .P438 E71c 1996]

Perfins Club. The perfins of 
Romania ([n.l.]: Perfins Club, 
1970). [IP69843]

Russia
Perfins
Aleksandrov, Yu.; Birch, Brian. 

S.E.P.S. trans. 7, Perforations 
on postage stamps from 
prerevolutionary Russia: Filateliya 
SSSR, Feb. 1973, (2), 34 ([Wigan? 
U.K.]: [B. Birch], [1975?]). 
[HE6035 .B617s no.7]
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Mazur, P.; Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. 
trans. 1, Stamps with perforations: 
Filateliya SSSR, April 1974, (4), 
6–7([Wigan? U.K.]: [B. Birch], 
[1974?]). [HE6035 .B617s no.1]

Sarawak
Sarawak Specialists’ Society. 

Sarawak Specialists’ Society 
[auction house] (Plymouth, 
Devon, G.B.: Sarawak Specialists’ 
Society, [1990–2012]). 
[AUCTION Sarawak Specialists’ 
Society]

Schleswig (1920)
Neefus, John D.; Laylon, Leonard 

L. Varieties of the 1920 Schleswig 
Plebiscite stamps: a pictorial 
collection of expertized Michel-
Deutschland-Spezial Katalog 
color, plate and overprint varieties 
(Chesapeake, VA: Plebiscite 
Publisher, 2005). [IP69856]

Neefus, John D.; Laylon, Leonard 
L. Varieties of the 1920 Schleswig 
Plebiscite stamps: pictorial 
collection of expertized Michel-
Deutschland-Spezial Katalog 
color, plate and overprint varieties 
(Chesapeake, VA: Plebiscite 
Publisher, 2005). [IP69857]

Spain
Perfins
Everett, R.P. A catalogue of Spanish 

perfins (Braintree, Essex, England, 
UK: RPE, c1985). [IP69852]

Sweden
Perfins
Bergman, Leif. Swedish perfins 

(Lidingo, Sweden: Sveriges 
Filatelist-Forbund i samarbete 
med Samlarforeningen 

Baltespannarna, 1981). [G6951 
.P438 B499 1981z]

Switzerland
Schweizerisches Luftpost-Handbuch: 

Schweiz, Leichtenstein, UNO-Genf 
(Giebenach: Verlag Multiprint, 
2018). [HE6238 .S413s 2018]

Topical Collecting
Gray, Jack. What’s first?: from 

Abacus to Zebra, the first time 
topics are depicted on postage 
stamps (Carterville, IL, USA: 
American Topical Association, 
c2018). [HE6183 .A1 A512a 
no.167]

Gray, Jack. What’s first? [electronic 
resource]: from Abacus to Zebra, 
the first time topics are depicted 
on postage stamps (Carterville, 
IL, USA: American Topical 
Association, c2018). [CD 
American Topical Association 
handbook 167]

Amphibians
Eichler, Vic. Amphibians on postage 

stamps: a thematic coverage and 
checklist (Carterville, IL, USA: 
American Topical Association, 
c2017). [HE6183 .A1 A512a 
no.165]

Botany
Dahle, Christopher. Plants on 

stamps. Volume V [electronic 
resource] (Carterville, IL, USA: 
American Topical Association, 
c2013). [CD American Topical 
Association handbook 163]

Disney
Silvester, William. Handbook of 

Disney on stamps (: American 
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Topical Association, c2012). 
[HE6183 . A1 A512a no.162]

Famous People
Courtney, R. Howard; Edelstein, 

Martin. Catalog of 1932 
Washington bicentennial event 
covers ([United States?]: [n.p.], 
c2018). [IP69794]

Rockets and Space
Toth, Garry; Hillger, Don. Space 

weather, a philatelic journey: Solar 
and space effects on Earth and 
other planets and on humans and 
their technology (Carterville, IL: 
American Topical Association, 
2017).[HE6183 .A1 A512a no.166 
NEW]

Tunisia (1888–)
Perfins
Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. trans. 24, 

Tunis, postage due stamps: 
Catalogue de timbres - poste. 
Volume 1 – France 1969, Yvert 
& Tellier, Amiens, 1968, p.636 
([Wigan? U.K.]: [B. Birch], 
[1978?]). [HE6035 .B617s no.24]

Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics (1917–1991)
Perfins
Mazur, P.; Birch, Brian. S.E.P.S. 

trans. 6, Perforations on Soviet 
postage stamps: Filateliya SSSR, 
Dec. 1975, (12), 25–27 ([Wigan? 
U.K.]: [B. Birch], [1975?]). 
[HE6035 .B617s no.6]

United States
Air Mail
Diamanti, Kellen; Fisher, Deborah. 

Stamp of the Century (Bellefonte, 
PA: American Philatelic Society, 
2018). [IP69796 NEW]

First Days
Raddi, Al. The Al Raddi Collection 

of Scott 1285, Albert Einstein, 
prominent Americans series 
first day covers ([Milford, MI]: 
American First Day Cover Society, 
c2018). [IP69905 CD]

Machine Cancels
Payne, Robert J. U.S. classic machine 

cancels 1871–1991 (Warren, Ohio 
(P.O. Box 609, Warren, 44482): 
Machine Cancel Society, c1995). 
[G3701 .M149 P346usc 1995b]

Perfins
Cain, Claude W. Relative ratings 

of U.S. perfins. (San Francisco, 
California: Claude W. Cain, 
[n.d.]). [IP69809]

Gooding, John A. A checklist of 
United States perfins used by 
banks, trust companies, and related 
institutions (Mountlake Terrace, 
WA: John A. Gooding, [n.d.]). 
[IP69825]

Harnden, George H. Perforated 
initials ([n.l.]: Weekly Philatelic 
Gossip, 1936). [IP69814]

Perfins Club. Perfins of railroads 
and railroad non-operatives, joint 
associations, bureaus, & agencies; 
Perfins of railroads in United 
States and Canada and their non-
operating agencies, bureaus, etc., as 
developed by the Railroad Topical 
Committee of the Perfins Club, 
1956–7; Notes on railroad perfins; 
Railroad heralds ([n.l.]: Perfins 
Club, 1957). [IP69811]

Randall, John M. Additions & 
corrections #1 (2002) ([n.l.]: 
[Perfins Club], 2002). [G3701 
.P438 P438c 1998 Add.1]
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Snow, Raymond A. [1971–72 
correspondence regarding the 
First National Bank of Boston 
perfin] ([Liverpool]: Perfins Club, 
[1971–1972]). [IP69826]

Spaulding, Chuck. Index of United 
States perfin users ([Rockville 
Centre, NY]: Chuck Spaulding, 
1996). [IP69823]

Spaulding, Chuck. Rev-perfs work 
sheets (Rockville Centre, NY: 
[Perfins Club], [1999–2002]). 
[IP69816]

Spaudling, Chuck. 1995 United 
States perfins survey of members 
missing perfins ([n.l.]: [Perfins 
Club], 1996). [IP69815]

Sperring, Robert. A checklist of 
perfins on the United States parcel 
post stamps (Q1–Q12) (Trenton, 
NJ: Robert Sperring ; [distributed 
by Perfins Club], 1973). [IP69810]

Swenson, C.M. Topical perfin 
listing; Word perfins on United 
States stamps (Largo, Florida: 
C.M. Swanson: Distributed by the 
Perfins Club, 1964). [IP69854; 
IP69812]

Walker, Floyd A.; Cain, Claude W. 
Perfin words make perfin poetry, 
or, A treatise on perfin words / by 
Floyd A. Walker; Word perfins on 
United States stamps / compiled by 
Floyd A. Walker, rareness factor 
Claude W. Cain ([Kansas City, 
Missouri]: Perfins Club, [n.d.]). 
[IP69813; IP40145]

Postal Stationery
Woolley, Thomas J. United States 

envelopes (Columbus, Ohio: 

Thomas J. Woolley, 1990–1993). 
[PRICE LIST Woolley]

Woolley, Thomas J. United States 
postal cards (Columbus, Ohio: 
Thomas J. Woolley, 1991–1992). 
[PRICE LIST Woolley]

Woolley, Thomas J. United States 
air mail & official: envelopes, 
wrappers, letter sheets (Columbus, 
Ohio: Thomas J. Woolley, 1991). 
[PRICE LIST Woolley]

Woolley, Thomas J. United States 
20th century envelopes (Columbus, 
Ohio: Thomas J. Woolley, 1991). 
[PRICE LIST Woolley]

Woolley, Thomas J. United States 
stamped envelope cut squares 
(Columbus, Ohio: Thomas J. 
Woolley, 1990–1991). [PRICE 
LIST Woolley]

Woolley, Thomas J. United 
States administration stationery 
(Columbus, Ohio: Thomas J. 
Woolley, 1992). [PRICE LIST 
Woolley]

Venezuela
Perfins
Virginy, Guy Buvat de. Los sellos 

oficiales de Venezuela ([n.l.]: 
[n.p.], [n.d.]). [IP69849]

Yukon Territory (1898–2002)
Topping, William. Yukon Airways 

and Exploration Company Limited: 
a pioneer air mail company 
(Vancouver: Topping Books, 
1996). [IP69798]
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.......................................................................................................BOOK REVIEWS

Italy
International Mail Crossing the 

Italian Peninsula 1815–1852, by 
Thomas Mathà, in English, 246 
A4 pages, color illustrations hard-
bound, preface, by Mario Men-
taschi, published by CIFO, March 
2018, price €50 + postage; avail-
able from: Dr. Stefano Proserpio 
— Via Serafino Balestra, 6 – 22100 
Como — CO Italy, or via email: 
segreteria@cifo.eu or info@cifo.eu
The first edition of this volume 

— published in 2017 by “La Marque 
Postale,” Belgium’s postal history so-
ciety — was sold out in a very short 
time. This new expanded and revised 
2018 edition has been published by 
the specialists group of Collectors of 
Italian Definitive Stamps (C.I.F.O.). 
It benefits from a general index of 
names, an appendix focusing on 
postmarks and disinfection marks, as 
well as a very comprehensive bibliog-
raphy. The seminal aspects of this im-
portant work go back to the gold and 
large gold medal-winning collection 
formed by the author and highlight-
ing the postal pre-eminence of the 
capital of Catholicism aptly summed 
up by the adage “all roads lead to 
Rome”. 

On the same subject, in 2010 
the author gave a well-received Sir 
Daniel Cooper Lecture at the Royal 
Philatelic Society, London. In 2012, 
Mathà made a similar presentation 
at the Collectors Club of New York 

available on the Internet at vimeo.
com/119982506.

This volume focuses on the back-
bone that served the European 
communicational interaction fa-
cilitated by a series of postal agree-
ments: initially between Austria and 
the Papal States (1815–1823), fol-
lowed by similar postal conventions 
with the Grand-Duchy of Tuscany 
(1823–1841) and between the Grand 
Duchy of Tuscany and the Kingdom 
of Sardinia (1817, 1822 and 1838), 
as well as the 1816 postal conven-
tion between the Papal States and the 
Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, and the 
agreements regarding the Oriental 
sea routes with their terminus at 
Otranto, and the 1839 agreement 
with the Lloyd Austriaco for mail 
conveyance to and from Ancona. 
Additionally, Mathà brings to the 
limelight the forwarding agents and 
their activities aimed at expediting 
the delivery of mail from their cor-
respondents and business colleagues.

The volume benefits from hun-
dreds of illustrations that perfectly 
suit the narrative and makes it eas-
ily appreciated. In the same vein we 
encounter maps, letters, postal con-
ventions, transit marks, cancella-
tions, hand-written marks and maps 
showing the main maritime and 
overland routes. This cornucopia of 
documents will not fail to make both 
the scholar and the casual reader 
wonder about the complexities in-
herent to mail that crossed many 
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borders. Paris and Vienna fought to 
the bitter end to gain supremacy in 
mail conveyance throughout the old 
continent, including of course Italy. 
Suffice it to say that the great histo-
rian Jean Delumeau did not hesitate 
in describing Rome as the European 
postal capital from the 1500s on-
wards. Furthermore, postally speak-
ing, all of southern Italy was at the 
mercy of Rome from the Renaissance 
to the 1850s.

With a wealth of documents and 
letters at hand, Mathà proves beyond 
any doubt that Delumeau knew what 
he was talking about. Although the 
subject matter is quite complex, the 
author succeeds in making the reader 
appreciate in great detail the pre-em-
inence, impact and postal role of the 
posts of Rome.

This volume is useful to both the 
old guard of postal history and the 
millennials that venture on the bal-
cony of postal communications. The 
publisher also has done a fine job in 

the lay out, making this project de-
cidedly captivating.

Reviewed by Giorgio Migliavacca

Venezia e il Levante — La Posta 
XIV–XVIII secolo / Venice and 
the Levant — The Mail XIV–
XVIII century, by Franco Rigo, 
2017, perfect bound, 272 pages 
(A4), hundreds of illustrations; 
text, captions, transcripts and no-
tes in Italian and English. €30 — 
available from the author: Franco 
Rigo, Contrada della Sorgata 15, 
30033 Noale Ve, Italy (studiori-
go@libero.it) 
For more than 50 years now, 

Franco Rigo has been known in po-
stal history circles worldwide as a 
great scholar, collector and postal 
history publisher. Since 1985, Rigo 
has published no fewer than 18 lavi-
shly produced and well-researched 
volumes on the postal history of the 
Republic of Venice.

This 18th volume takes us into the 
world of the naval convoys (known as 
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‘mude’) of the Most Serene Republic 
since the 1300s. These convoys were 
indispensable to the large-scale com-
merce with the Levant which, by 
extension, generated sizeable postal 
traffic in both directions.

Since the mid-1200s the Venetian 
ambassador at the court and cen-
tral administration of the Sultan of 
Constantinople, often referred to as 
the ‘Sublime Porte,’ resided at Stambul 
with the official title of ‘Bailo.’ He re-
sided in a princely palace where the 
prosperous and loyal communities of 
Italian and Venetian expatriates and 
merchants of the Near East convened 
to seek deals, protection, assistance 
and representation. 

During summer the mude, apart 
from carrying commercial cargo, 
facilitated the conveyance and de-
livery of official and private corre-
spondence to and from the Most 
Serene Republic. This postal activity 
was subjected to the supervision and 
monitoring of the captains of the va-
rious ships forming the muda. In the 
course of time, we find with greater 
frequency the presence on board of 
a courier with one or two mailbags 
(‘bolgette’) crammed with letters. His 
role would eventually earn him re-
liance and confidence, thus limiting 
any monitoring on the part of the 
captain or his secretary.

Since the 1300s, overland postal 
routes reaching the Near East were 
used by foot messengers and cou-
riers who took from 30 to 45 days to 
reach destination. As expected, win-
ter caused delays to postal activities. 
Inclement weather not only slowed 

everything down but also made most 
roads impassable.

The Kotor, Montenegro, route 
was activated in 1535 when a ren-
tal contract of boats covering the 
sea route Kotor-Venice was signed 
with the Drago family. Initially the 
Montenegrin foot messengers known 
as ‘Schiavoni’ (Slavs) carried out the 
task of mail delivery. By the end of 
the 1600s, the job was performed by 
Turkish Janissaries enrolled by the 
mighty Venetian Bailo, whose office 
operated as a sorting depot and deli-
very and conveyance hub for official 
correspondence (‘pubblico dispac-
cio,’ public dispatch) and merchants’ 
mail from Venice and places on the 
Balkans postal routes, as well as for 
mail from Aleppo, Smyrna and other 
Levantine towns and cities.

During the 1700s, due to security 
matters, the merchants’ letters were 
mailed in conjunction with the pu-
blic dispatch. This is confirmed by 
hand-written “col pubblico dispac-
cio,” sometimes abbreviated as “PD”, 
or even “via di Cattaro” (by Kotor’s 
route) on the address side of the let-
ters. As early as the 1600s and with 
increasing recurrence the Venetian 
ambassador in Constantinople − due 
to security concerns — resorted to 
the Austrian diplomatic bag. Once 
the ambassador’s mail reached 
Vienna it was placed in the conven-
tional Austrian mailstream. 

The 1700s started with the alterna-
te use of the Kotor and Vienna routes. 
This hybrid system was discontinued 
in 1786 as a result of rumors sugge-
sting that the Austrian couriers, with 
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the pretext of disinfecting the mail, 
actually carried out espionage on the 
Venetian official mail, including ci-
phered messages. Consequently, the 
remedy was a new route with Split as 
a postal terminus, which operated in 
1786–87. It was replaced from 1788 
to 1793 by the route with Zadar as its 
terminus.

The author also gives ample atten-
tion to the health measures and the 
disinfection of sea-mail in a richly 
illustrated chapter with very detailed 
captions and transcripts of relevant 
documents. Furthermore, Rigo pur-
sues the old but no longer contro-
versial 1970s discovery of so-called 
unlisted but forged ‘Da Mare’ (By 
Sea) postmarks found on genuine 
entire letters from both public archi-
ves and from the bountiful Caregiani 
archive. Sensitive behind-the-scenes 
details regarding three of the alleged 
forgers are revealed. With a sigh of 
relief we can confirm that this infor-
mation is no longer known to two 
or three experts alone, but it now is 
being constructively shared with the 
wider audience of collectors and spe-
cialists.

The author has once more publi-
shed a wide-ranging volume in whi-
ch important aspects of culture and 
postal history are well intertwined. 
No stone has remained unturned and 
the bilingual text is a big plus. For the 
price asked, this is the best buy of the 
decade.

Reviewed by Giorgio Migliavacca

United States
The Al Raddi Collection of Scott 1285 

Albert Einstein Prominent Amer-
ican Series First Day Covers, by 
Al Raddi. 64 pages, American 
First Day Cover Society, Tucson 
AZ, 2018. ISBN 978-1-5323-8022-
8, $6 for PDF download or $13 for 
unbound printed pages to AFDCS 
members ($8 or $15 respectively 
for non-members) from www.af-
dcs.org.
Author Al Raddi shows 163 first 

day covers of this 8-cent value from 
the Prominent American series de-
picting Albert Einstein, which was 
issued in 1966. Unofficial cancels and 
second day cancels are excluded.

The booklet begins with a brief 
biography of Einstein followed by 
a discussion of the stamp’s produc-
tion, its designer, and the engravers 
of the lettering and the vignette. The 
design is based on an image made 
by the noted photographer Phillipe 
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Halsman. Several stamps of other 
countries that also depict the scien-
tist are illustrated. 

Raddi then describes the first day 
ceremony and shows copies of the 
ceremony program and the USPS 
souvenir page for this issue. The first 
day machine and hand cancels are 
described. Two months after the ini-
tial issue date, the tagged version of 
the stamp came out and several first 
day covers of that variety are shown. 

The various cachets are listed and 
identified by maker, in alphabetical 
order. A separate box provides ad-
ditional comments about each cover 
including the Mellone/Planty catalog 
numbers. The cacheted covers are 
compiled in several tables. The first 
is for 37 contemporary cachets that 
were available at the time of issue. A 
second table lists 120 add-on cachets 
produced later. Both tables also con-
tain cachets whose makers are not 
known. 

A third table is devoted to non-
envelope first day materials like 
over-sized items on card stock and 
postcards. A few literature referenc-
es appear at the end of each section 
of the handbook. This book is not a 
priced catalog and there is no indi-
cation of values for the cachets. The 
covers are nicely illustrated in color 
with four covers to a page.

Reviewed by Alan Warren

Inspector Oldfield and the Black 
Hand Society, by William Oldfield 
and Victoria Bruce. 336 pages, 6½ 
inches by 9¼ inches, hardbound, 
Touchstone, New York, N.Y., ISBN 
978-1-5011-7120-8, $26.

Co-author William Oldfield’s great-
grandfather, Frank Oldfield, served as 
a U.S. Post Office Inspector in the early 
1900s. William, an archivist by trade, 
joined with noted story-telling author 
Victoria Bruce to recount the exciting 
story of the early years of the postal ser-
vice’s fighting organized crime.

The authors set the stage by telling 
how the Philadelphia and Baltimore 
printer William Goddard established 
the Constitutional Post in the 18th 
century to deliver newspapers. This 
delivery service was in opposition 
to the British Post that operated un-
der the management of Benjamin 
Franklin who worked for the Crown 
in the colonies. The British Post 
charged twice as much. Franklin 
eventually fell out of favor with 
England and turned his sympathy to-
ward the Patriots.

In 1775 the Continental Congress 
agreed to adopt Goddard’s concept. 
However, Congress infuriated him 
by appointing Franklin the first 
Postmaster General. In need of a job, 
Goddard agreed to work for Franklin 
by surveying the countryside and 
establishing post offices to serve the 
public. He also took on the important 
responsibility of incarcerating crimi-
nals who stole from the mail carriers 
and post offices. This effort led to the 
Post Office Inspection Service.

The authors now jump ahead a 
century to the appointment in 1888 
of Hamilton Oldfield as postmaster 
of Ellicott City, Maryland. Hamilton’s 
son Frank was named Secure Clerk 
in the office where he met prominent 
businessmen and political figures. 
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Later, Frank Oldfield was named 
sheriff of Howard County. Through 
his father’s political connections 
Frank was appointed in 1899 to the 
position of U.S. Post Office Inspector.

During the early part of Oldfield’s 
career, some Italian immigrants 
developed notoriety as Mafia ele-
ments operating in the United States, 
with ties back to organized crime 
in Sicily. Italian shop owners were 
forced to pay tribute to ringlead-
ers who became known as the Black 
Hand Society (La Mano Nera), based 
on their signature cartoons left on 
threatening letters. Within the orga-
nization was the subsidiary Society 
of the Banana that operated in the 
greater Ohio area.

Oldfield entered into this under-
world when an Italian fruit seller was 
murdered in Bellefontaine, Ohio, and 
two Black Hand letters were found in 
the victim’s pockets. The local police 
were forced to turn the matter over to 
the postal service, which was respon-
sible for crimes relating to the mails.

Oldfield called on friends of his 
in business and government and put 
together an amazing array of un-

dercover agents, Pinkerton guards, 
translators, and interpreters as well 
as many mail carriers to gather infor-
mation. One of the suspected leaders 
who sent large amounts of money 
back to Italy using postal money or-
ders was believed to be the sender 
of the threatening letters to Italian 
businessmen. He bought large quan-
tities of stamps at one post office in 
Marion, Ohio.

Oldfield told the clerks at the 
office to sell the suspect only 2¢ 
Washington definitives that had a se-
cret mark, so they could be traced on 
envelopes. Postal agents also moni-
tored the movements of suspected 
Society of the Banana members, and 
watched who attended clandestine 
meetings. After gathering sufficient 
evidence, Oldfield organized a series 
of raids on the homes of the suspects, 
beginning June 8, 1909.

Additional evidence obtained dur-
ing the raids led to the capture and 
eventual conviction of eleven “fruit 
vendors” who claimed that the letters 
(written in code) were simply busi-
ness communications. Oldfield was 
worried about getting convictions 
despite the overwhelming evidence. 
The defendants had sufficient tribute 
money to hire many high-powered 
lawyers. However, the jury convicted 
them and they served terms in fed-
eral prisons.

Shortly after the trial, Oldfield was 
besieged by offers of many wealthy 
businessmen to provide security and 
to investigate fraud. He left the postal 
service and earned much more mon-
ey in the private sector. Unfortunately 
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Frank Oldfield died in 1916 of stom-
ach cancer at age 49.

For many years the Oldfield fam-
ily stored trunks filled with Frank’s 
belongings, although some were lost 
in a flood. Still, there were was one 
that contained some of the weapons 
retrieved during the raids on mem-
bers of the Society of the Banana. The 
family papers together with govern-
ment archives yielded this fascinating 
story. The book is well written and is 
exciting to read. 

After finishing this book, author 
William Oldfield donated much of 
his great-grandfather’s material to 
the Smithsonian National Postal 
Museum in Washington, D.C.

Reviewed by Alan Warren

Hidden Gems in the APRL
Paper Chase by Alvin F. Harlow
A hidden gem in the American 

Philatelic Research Library (APRL) is 
Paper Chase: The Amenities of Stamp 
Collecting, by Alvin F. Harlow, a de-
lightfully written book about the his-
tory of stamp collecting. Even though 
it was published in 1940, it seems as 
fresh as new ink. The author tells the 
story seriously, but his tone is at times 
light-hearted, even mischievous.

Harlow was born on March 10, 
1875, in Sedalia, Missouri. He was a 
prolific writer, but wrote only a few 
books in the field of philately. Besides 
The Paper Chase, others were Old Post 
Bags: The Story of Sending a Letter in 
Ancient and Modern Times (1928) 
and Old Waybills: The Romance of 
the Express Companies (1934). His 
other works include biographies and 

history books. He wrote for Collier’s, 
Esquire, and Saturday Evening Post. 
He was also a frequent contribu-
tor of non-fiction and fiction to 
such pulp magazines as Weird Tales, 
Complete Detective Novel Magazine, 
and Fighting Romances. He died on 
November 17, 1963, in New York 
City.

The book’s age doesn’t make it ir-
relevant, as some might imagine. 
Being 80 years closer to the begin-
nings of the hobby, the author had 
many first-hand recollections of the 
early days, making this book a more 
authentic history than the best re-
searched modern work.

At the time this book was writ-
ten, Nassau Street was flourishing, 
such noted philatelists as William R. 
Rickets and August Dietz were still 
alive and we had a stamp-collecting 
president.

One of the earliest denizens of 
Nassau Street was John Walter Scott, 
he of Scott catalog fame, who first 
opened a shop next to the post office 
on Liberty Street and then, in 1868, 
moved around the corner into 75–77 
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Nassau Street. He had a stamp shop 
on the first floor and a printery in 
the basement, where he turned out 
catalogs, albums, and the American 
Journal of Philately.

Another early development was 
the founding of what would become 
known as the American Philatelic 
Society (APS). Harlow writes:

“When in 1886 the first really na-
tional collectors’ organization was 
formed, the American Philatelic 
Association, [John K.] Tiffany was 
unanimously regarded as the logical 
choice for president. Rudolphus R. 
Bogert, prominent New York dealer, 
was elected vice-president, and S.B. 
Bradt, secretary. A little later it was 
found advisable to change the name 
of the organization to American 
Philatelic Society; in fact, they should 
have known better at the very start, 
because of the initials. There was 
another, a notorious anti-Catholic 
(today [1940, that is] it would be 
called Fascist) organization function-
ing then, known as the American 
Protective Association [formed 
in 1897], and at the mere sound 
of the letters ‘A.P.A.’ an Irishman 
would hit the first person within 
reach.”

The book is quaint, in a way, 
with notes of what today seem ri-
diculously low prices for valuable 
stamps. For example, there are re-
ports of then-recent auction sales of 
the British Guiana one-cent magenta 
for $32,500 and an inverted Jenny for 
$4,100 — and with an exclamation 

point after the price as if to imply it 
was absurdly high.

What many current collectors 
think of as modern or recent prob-
lems with the hobby had existed 
almost from the get-go. Canceled-to-
order and “black blot” stamps came 
out in the 19th century too, including 
deliberately created errors, varieties, 
surcharges, and overprints.

Many U.S. stamp issues — includ-
ing two currently beloved sets, the 
1869 Pictorial series and the 1893 
Columbians — were at the time 
thought of as unnecessary or unde-
sirable. Harlow writes regarding the 
Pictorials:

“One thing not generally known 
is that it was first intended to use a 
picture of the surrender of Burgoyne 
at Saratoga on the bi-colored thirty-
cent stamp, but fear of hurting British 
sensibilities arose, and at the last mo-
ment this was eliminated and the 
hasty concoction of eagle, shield and 
flags which was so derided by certain 
critics and which, when one color 
was inverted, made a frightful mess 
was substituted. The uproar over that 
series was a lesson to the Post Office 
Department, and it didn’t stray from 
the beaten path again for twenty-four 
years.”

And Harlow had this to say about 
the Columbians, which came out 24 
years later:

“[C]onservatives thought it a rath-
er vulgar theatrical-poster-like ges-
ture. Senator Wolcott of Colorado, 
ridiculing their large size, said they 
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would make good chest protectors. 
Some demanded to be told what need 
we had for a five-dollar stamp; suspi-
cion that they were printed to sell to 
collectors began to rear its head, and 
the iniquity of selling for one, two 
or five dollars a tiny piece of paper 
which cost from six to nine cents per 
thousand to manufacture and which 
performed no postal service was 
dwelt upon.”

Besides forgeries and contrived 
errors and varieties, various swindles 
abounded in the early years. For in-
stance, in the 19th century there was 
a scam to purportedly help get a poor 
orphan medical treatment for a mil-
lion stamps, or some such. Actually, 
it was a way for a collector to build 
up his collection, a dealer to increase 
his stock, or a scoundrel to sell the 
stamps after washing off the cancel-
ations.

There are many hits in this book, 
but there are also a few misses. The 
chapter “The Pageantry of the Post,” 
which is about topical collecting, is 

little more than a tedious listing of 
stamps that illustrate various topics.

Harlow concludes that stamp-col-
lecting is worthwhile, both from edu-
cational and investment angles, but 
he wrote much more about the latter, 
setting forth advice for building a col-
lection that will eventually be worth 
more than it cost. He expounded on 
the wisdom of specializing, the nar-
rower the specialty the better, with 
the research and study such collect-
ing entails providing benefits for fu-
ture philatelists.

This was an enjoyable read and 
is recommended. The book is 340 
pages long and amply illustrated with 
tipped-in photographs. It is on the 
shelves of the APRL and, being out of 
copyright, is available as a free down-
load from hwww.stormthecastle.
com/stamp-collecting/free-stamp-
collecting-books.htm (but the photos 
are not fully reproduced in the PDF 
file).

Reviewed by Ron Breznay

Donate to the APRL
The APRL welcomes donations of philatelic literature and materials 

(please include an itemized list) as well as monetary contributions, to 
secure the growth and maintenance of library services. Two specific 
APRL funds need your financial support. Contributions to the Build-
ing Fund are used to pay for the physical plant that houses both the 
APS and the library. Donations to the Acquisitions Funds are used to 
purchase additional resource material, whether new or used, for the 
library. 
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PHILATELIC LITERATURE CLEARINGHOUSE ...................................................

The Clearinghouse lists philatelic literature for sale or wanted by PLR 
readers. The number at the beginning of each item identifies the prospective 
seller or buyer. The names and contact information for the sellers and buyers 
appear at the end of the Clearinghouse. Please write directly to the buyer or 
seller, not to the APRL, unless the APRL itself is the seller/buyer.

Pricing: The cost for each item listing is $2. Please list only one book or 
periodical title per item; however, several issues of one journal or auction 
catalog may be listed as one item. PLR reserves the right to reject any listings 
submitted. 

ABBREVIATIONS: HB–hardbound, SB–softbound, PB–paperback, PC–
photocopy, LL–looseleaf, CB–comb bound, CC–card cover, DJ–dust jacket, w/
PR–with prices realized, MO–make offer, OBO–or best offer, POR–price on 
request.
Send Clearinghouse listings to Megan Crater, 100 Match Factory Place, 

Bellefonte, PA 16823; e-mail Megan@stamps.org. The deadline for 
each quarter’s issue is the 15th day of the first month of the quarter: 
January 15, April 15, July 15, and October 15. 

Philatelic Literature for Sale
1.Successful Stamp Dealing, Peter Mosiondz Jr., SB. New. Foreword  

by Herman Herst, Jr. Gladly signed. $20
1. Successful Stamp Dealing, as above but Like New. Foreword by 

Herman Herst, Jr. Gladly signed.  $15
1. Stamps and Stories: Reminiscences of a Stamp Dealer, Peter 

Mosiondz Jr., SB. New. Gladly signed. $19
1. Fun and Profit in Stamp Collecting, Herman Herst, Jr. (1962). HB. 

Nice used copy. $9
1. The 1851 Issue of United States Stamps: A Sesquicentennial 

Retrospective. HB. New in shrink wrap. $59
1. Fundamentals of Philately, L.N. and M. Williams (1971 First 

Edition). HB. Nice used copy. $29
1. Pacific ’97 Handbook: Combined With The Congress Book 1997.  

HB. New. $9
1. 2018 Scott U.S. Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps. 

Gently used. $39
1. Adventures with Rare Coins, Bowers. HB. New. $19
1. Numismatist’s Lakeside Companion, Bowers. SB. New. $9
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1. Numismatist’s Weekend Companion, Bowers. SB. New. $9
1. The Other Side of the Coin, Rochette. SB. New. $9
1. Coins and Collectors, Bowers, SB. New.  $9

* * * * * * *
2. 1903 Indian Postal Guide, Published by order of the Director General of 

the Post Office of India, Special (Coronation) Edition. SB, published in 
January of 1903 at Calcutta for the coronation of Edward VII. A rare 
original postal guide, with all rules, rates and regulations. Binding is 
taped and worn. $75

2. Bartholomew, J.G., Constable’s Hand Atlas of India. HB well-worn 
binding. Original Edition published in 1893. Former property of a 
British army officer in India. Exceedingly useful for locating town 
names and locations for the postal historian. $35

2. Brown, Jeffrey, Indian Air Mails. ISC SB 1995. $20
2. Clarke, Geoffrey, The Post Office of India and Its Story. HB with no 

date. Binding worn and cracked. $20
2. Cooper, Jal, India Used Abroad. HB 1950. Very worn DJ $75
2. Dawson, L.E., The One Anna & Two Annas Postage Stamps of India 

1854-55. SB Original 1948 Edition, with all plates. $125
2. Eibl-Kay, Geoffrey, The Bombay Postal Circle, Its Organisation and 

Numbered Obliterators 1875-77. ISC SB 1998.  $20
2. Hausburg, L.L.R., The Postage and Telegraph Stamps of British India, 

Part 1, Postage Stamps. SB 1907. Printed on brittle paper, this volume, 
with all 23 original plates, is worn and fragile, but still serviceable as 
the rarest original resource on British India, with plates that reprint 
examples of the earliest issues from the original copper plates. POR

2. Martin, D.R., Numbers in Early India Cancellations 1855-1884. HB 
1970. Worn DJ $50

2. Martin, D.R. and E.A. Smythies, The Four Annas Lithographed Stamps 
of India 1854-55. HB Original 1930 Edition, with all plates.  $150

2. Mazumdar, Mohini Lal, The Imperial Post Offices of British India 
(1837-1914). HB1990 $20 

2. Misra, B.B., Postal Communications in India, 1773-1834. SB Robson 
Lowe 34-page Reprint from a larger treatise. $8

2. Moos, N.S., The Travancore Anchal. HB 1973 Very worn DJ $50
2. Pai, G.B., Cochin Postmarks and Cancellations. HB 1974.  $30
2. The Postage Stamps, Envelopes, Wrappers, Post Cards, and Telegraph 

Stamps of British India and Ceylon. SB, The Philatelic Society, London, 
1892. Printed on brittle paper, this volume, with all 23 original plates, 
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is a bit worn and fragile, but still serviceable as an original companion 
resource with Hausburg on British India (and Ceylon). POR

2. Shenoi, L.G., Registration Receipts & Acknowledgement Forms of the 
Indian Post Office. SB 1989. $20

2. Smythies, E.A. & D.R. Martin, The Half-Anna Lithographed Stamps 
of India 1854-55. HB Original 1927 Edition in 2 Volumes (Plates = 
Volume 2).  $200

2. Spence, James A., The Identification of the Essays, Proofs, and Reprints 
of the 1854 Issue of India. HB, DJ 1975. $25

2. Wood, Ron and Vijay Meher, Soruth. ISC SB 1995. A little worn. $20
* * * * * * *

3. Canada & Newfoundland Postal Stationery Catalogue by Webb, J.F.; 
Covert, Earle L.; Walton, William C., 5th ed. 1988, SB, 136 pp. b&w 
illust., like new. Published by Unitrade Press. $14

3. Catalogue of Egyptian Revenue Stamps with Sudanese Revenues & 
Egyptian Cinderellas by Feltus, Peter R., c1982, HB, dj, 209 pp. w/b&w 
illust. Published by Postilion Publications. $35

3. The Comprehensive Catalogue of United States Booklets by Furman, 
Robert, c1995, SB, like new, dj, 127 pp. w/ b&w illust., incl 
supplement. Published by author. Covers all postage and airmail 
booklet material issued through 1995. $7.50

3. The Echoes that Remain by Schwab, Henry, 1992, HB, new in great 
condition, 185 pp. w/ b&w illustr., maps. Published by Cardinal 
Spellman Philatelic Museum. Examines philatelic communication 
during the Holocaust. $50

3. From the Winged Heels of Mercury by Seron, Zaven M., c1984. HB, 
great condition, 196 pp. w/b&w illust., signed by author. Published by 
Collectors Club of San Francisco. Describes the evolution of the stamp 
from antiquity to modern times. $7

3. Geographic Locations of U.S. APOs, 1941-1984 by Shaffer, James, 
c1985. loose-leaf in white binder, 127 pp. w/ tables, includes errata. 
Published by War Cover Club. List APOs their dates and locations. $10 

3. Lick’em, Stick’em by Steele, H. Thomas, c1989. HB, new, 96 pp. w/ color 
illust., includes a sheet of poster stamps. Published by Abbeville Press. 
Welcome addition to any poster stamp collector’s library. $15

3. Mute Cancellations of the Brazil Empire 1865-1889 = Carimbos mudos 
do Brasil Imperio 1865-1889 by Dingler, James Alfred, c2000. SB, very 
fine condition, 207 pp. w/ b&w illustr., signed by author. Published 
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by Brazil Philatelic Association. A must for the Brazil cancellations 
collector. $25

3. The New Specialized Catalogue of Canada Post Official First Day 
Covers by Chung, Andrew, 1997. SB, like new, spiral bound, 129 pp. w/ 
b&w illust. Published by Unitrade Press. $8

3. Philatelic Witnesses: Stamps of Revolutions by Baldus, Wolfgang, 
c2002. SB, great condition, 273 pp. w/ b&w illust. Published by 
Album Publishing. Describes stamps issued during revolutions in the 
Americas, Europe, Asia, Far East-Pacific and Africa. $12.50

3. Political Campaign Stamps by Warda, Mark, c1998. SB, good 
condition, w/ color and b&w illustr. Published by Krause Publications. 
Depicts over 2500 political cinderella issues from 
1856-1997. $4

3. Postal Route Gazetteer. Part I: New York State by Harris, Robert 
Dalton, 1992. SB, good condition, spiral bound 86 pp. w/ maps and 
tables. Published by The Printer’s Stone. Includes primary source route 
information and calendars. $17.50

3. The Postal Service of Sierra Leone by Beale, P.O. (Philip O.), 1988. HB, 
like new, dj, 240 pp. w/ color and b&w illustr, tables. Published by The 
Royal Philatelic Society. $35

3. Scott/Ma/Chan Catalogue Correlation China 1878-1949; including 
Japanese Occupation of China, Shanghai and Manchukuo by Weil, 
Ralph; Rogers, Michael, c2006. SB, good condition, 141 pp. w/ tables. 
Published by Michael Rogers, Inc. Correlation listings for China 1878-
1949 between Scott and Ma. $5

3. Stamping our History by Davidson, Charles, c1990. HB w/plastic-
protected dj, excellent condition, 253 pp. with color illust. Published 
by Carol Publishing. Profusely illustrated with many magnified images. $10

3. The Stamps and Postal History of North Borneo: Part 1 – 1883 to 1893 
by Shipman, L.H., 1979, SB, good condition, 341 pp. w/ b&w illust, 
maps., incl. addenda . Published by the Sarawak Specialists’ Society. $10

3. World Railways Philatelic by Wright, Norman E., Sr., c2000. SB, loose-
leaf still in plastic, 500+ pp. w/b&w illust. Published by American 
Topical Association. ATA Handbook 138. A must for any railroad 
topical collector. $25 

3. The World’s Greatest Stamp Collectors ; More of The World’s Greatest 
Stamp Collectors by Bierman, Stanley M., c1990. SB in HB case; 
vols.1 & 2, new, 269pp. & 215pp. w/ b&w illust. Published by Linn’s. 
Enjoyable history of famous and infamous collectors. $30
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Members Using Clearinghouse
1. Peter Mosiondz, Jr., 26 Cameron Circle, Laurel Springs, NJ 08021-

4861. Phone: 856-627-6865. Email: choochoopete@comcast.net.  
Add $4.00 Media Mail postage. Subject Unsold. We ship to U.S. 
addresses only.

2. Christopher C. Smith, APS 148599. Email: cmsmithlund@gmail.com. 
651-253-4997. Shipping costs are extra. We ship only to US addresses.

3. The American Philatelic Research Library, 100 Match Factory Place, 
Bellefonte, PA 16823. Phone 814-933-3803, ext, 240. E-mail: library@
stamps.org. Shipping is extra.

Statement of ownership management, and circulation from 
PS Form 3526 (as required by 39 U.S.C. 3685):

1. Philatelic Literature Review 2. 0092-8660 3. September 24, 20187 4. Quarterly 5. 4 6. $18 7. 
American Philatelic Research Library, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823 8. American 
Philatelic Research Library, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823 9. Publisher and Edi-
tor Martin Miller, American Philatelic Research Library, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 
16823 10. American Philatelic Research Library, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823 
11. None 12. Has not changed in preceding 12 months 13. Philatelic Literatures Review 14. Fourth 
Quarter 2018 15a. 1,644:1,652 15b(1). 1,355:1,364 15b(2). 0:0 15b(3). 190:188 15b(4). 10:10 15c. 
1,555:1,562 15d(1). 0:0 15d(2). 0:0 15d(3). 10:10 15d(4). 12:12 15e. 22:22 15f. 1,577:1,584 15g. 
67:68 15h. 1,644:1,652 15i. 96.6049%:98.6111% 16. Fourth 17. Martin Kent Miller, Editor

Philatelic Literature Review
2019 Advertising Rates

Ad Sizes 1-Time 4-Times Deadlines
Full Page $126 $105 1st Quarter, January 17
Half Page $84 $68 2nd Quarter, April 17
Quarter Page $47 $37 3rd Quarter, July 17
Two-Inch $26 $21 4th Quarter, October 17

(Rates quoted above are per ad.)
Display advertisers will be invoiced upon publication of their ads.

Dealer Directory Listing in the 1st and 3rd Quarter  
issues is FREE to advertisers who have a display ad  
in these issues, otherwise there is a $16 listing fee.

Clearinghouse Ad Rates: $2 for each item listing.
Payment MUST accompany all Clearinghouse ads.

For information: PLR Advertising, 100 Match Factory Place 
Bellefonte, PA 16823

Phone: 814-933-3818 • Fax: 814-933-6128 • E-mail: adsales@stamps.org



Using the American Philatelic Research Library
The APRL is the world’s largest — and most accessible — philatelic research 

library. The collection of more than 85,000 volumes, plus special collections, is 
housed in a newly-renovated state-of-the-art facility in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania. 

The collection includes books, journals, government documents, auction 
catalogs, dealer price lists, new issue announcements, show programs, copies of 
exhibits, and more. Subjects covered include postage stamps, revenue stamps, 
seals, labels, postal history, mail services and operations, and stamp collecting. 
The majority of the collection is in English, but the coverage is worldwide and the 
library collects material in any language.

The library is open to the public and accessible around the world via reference, 
photocopying, and scanning services, and a growing online collection. Normal 
operating hours are Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Eastern 
time. Visitors are welcome, and the library offers self-serve photocopying and 
scanning equipment.

PLR subscriptions include associate membership in the APRL. Members of the 
American Philatelic Society are full members of the APRL.

Services & fees
Library fees help to offset the cost of providing services. There is no charge for 

the initial consultation and we will send you an itemized bill for fees. Additional 
donations are welcome.

Book loans by mail
Full members may borrow books directly from the library. 

Base fee: $10 per shipment (includes up to 15 minutes of staff time) 
First book: $3 
Additional books (up to 5 per shipment): $1 
Photocopies or scans with a book loan: $.25 per page

All others may request books through interlibrary loan at their local library. 
Books shipped to U.S. and Canada addresses only.

Photocopies
$10 ($15 for non-members) includes up to 15 pages and 15 minutes of staff 

time; $.25 per page for additional pages.

Scans
$4 ($9 for non-members) for the first page; $.25 per page for additional pages.

Research assistance
After 15 minutes of staff time, research assistance is billed at $20 per hour in 

half-hour increments. 

Contacting the library
Search the library’s catalog and explore our collections at stamplibrary.org. 
To request book loans, photocopies, scans, or research assistance:  

library@stamps.org • 814-933-3803 (press option 3)



Upcoming APS Events

AmeriStamp Expo / ARIPEX
February 15-17, 2019 

Mesa, Arizona

Summer Seminar on Philately
June 24-27, 2019

American Philatelic Center 
Bellefonte, Pennsylvania

StampShow / National  
Topical Stamp Show

August 1–4, 2019 
Omaha, Nebraska

Volunteer Work Week
June 15-19, 2019

American Philatelic Center 
Bellefonte, Pennsylvania

Civil War Exposition and Symposium
Sponsored by the Confederate Stamp Alliance 

October 25-26, 2019
American Philatelic Center 

Bellefonte, Pennsylvania

For more information visit the APS website at stamps.org
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