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Discussing  Your  Needs,  by Tom Fortunato Chairman
I’m pleased to report on new initiatives that the Chapter Activities Com-

mittee is undertaking to assist with your needs. Dennis  Sadowski discussed
many of the points below at the APS Board Meeting in Biloxi, Mississippi,
while reviewing a marketing proposal. Dennis is from the Cuy-LLor  Stamp  Club
in Cleveland and chairs its marketing task force looking into all aspects of club
and show promotion.

Club memberships continue to dwindle. Fewer people are turning out for
stamp shows. Even dealers and exhibitors are becoming scarce. How can we
reverse these trends experienced by the majority of Chapters, and in a broader
sense, better promote clubs in our communities?

A brainstorming session on these subjects will be held during the CAC
meeting at STAMPSHOW in Columbus, Ohio. This column is being written in
late April, so I can’t report on results. But I can mention some of the agenda
points we plan to bring up in that open forum.

Excuse me for being blunt, but this question must be asked before all oth-
ers: “Is your club willing to go above and beyond current activities to promote
your group and recruit new members?” I’m convinced that will be answered in
the affirmative!

On Club Promotion:
• Does your group have a public relations person who writes press releas-

es and contacts the local media regularly?
• Does anyone create promotional flyers, and then distribute them strate-

gically in your area?
• Does anyone create posters or banners to promote upcoming events like

meetings and stamp shows?
Would “How-To” kits offered by the APS on the above points be useful to

your club? What if we could create templates allowing you to just “fill in the
blanks”? What if you provide us with event details and we send you the fin-
ished signs or posters? These are all possible to do in a short amount of time if
you have a need for them.

On General Outreach:
• What community programs does your club run now, and how effective

are they?
• Can you partner with other collecting groups in your area to cross-pro-

mote each other?
• What would you like to do, and what are the obstacles in doing them?
• Do your members make presentations to schools or community organiza-

tions (Kiwanis, Rotary, business groups, etc.)?
On Stamp Shows:

• Is your show experiencing increased, decreased, or steady attendance as
in years past?

• Where do you hold your show?
• Are there less expensive alternatives to the show as you currently run it?
• What attracts dealers and visitors to your show?
• Have you considered surveying visitors before they leave the show about

their likes and dislikes?
(Continued  on  page  3)  



•  Further  Information  — The CAC Newsletter is a
quarterly publication of the Chapter Activities Com-
mittee of the American Philatelic Society. Further
information on the Chapter Activities Committee or
on Chapter club membership in the APS is available
from the Committee members listed on this page or
from APS, P.O. Box 8000, State College, PA 16803.

• Address  Changes  —  Any address changes for
Chapter mailings from APS should be sent to APS
Headquarters at the address above or  phone 814-
237-3803, or fax 814-237-6128. Please do not send
address changes to committee members.

• Reprinting  Policy  — Individuals or Chapters are
welcome to reprint material from the CAC Newslet-
ter, with proper credit given to the source.

• Copies  of  the  CACN — Subscriptions of the
CACN are available from the APS for those dedicat-
ed club members who want newsletters of their own.
Cost is $8 per 4 issues. Send a check payable to the
APS, attention CACN Subscription and specify
CAC Newsletters.
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(Discussing Your Needs from page 1)
As I mentioned above, we’ll report on how this

meeting went in an upcoming issue. In the meantime,
why don’t you raise these points at your next club
meeting and see what your members have to say?

You also may respond to these questions by con-
tacting Tom  Fortunato, 42 Maynard Street,
Rochester, NY 14615-2022; telephone 585-621-1670;
or e-mail stamptmf@frontiernet.net.

CCAACC  TToo  MMeeeett  aatt  SSTAMPSSHOW 22000033
APS Chapter representatives and members are

invited to attend the CAC meeting at STAMPSHOW in
Columbus, Ohio, held August 7–10. The CAC will
hold an open meeting on Saturday, August 9 at 12
noon in Room C124.

We’re about to embark on creating a new series of
“How-To” booklets and documents specifically
addressing your needs. What does your club need help
with most? Join our interactive forum and tell us what
you think.

As always, keep your comments, ideas, and sug-
gestions coming to the CAC. We’re here to help you!
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AAPPSS  AAffffiilliiaattee//CChhaapptteerr  LLuunncchheeoonn  aatt  
SSttaammppSShhooww  22000033,,  by Tom Fortunato, Chairman

A highlight of STAMPSHOW, held August 7–10 in
Columbus, Ohio, is the joint APS Affiliate/Chapter
luncheon. It is scheduled for Friday, August 8, from
noon to 2 p.m., in the Hyatt-Madison Room. We wel-
come a representative from your Chapter to attend!
The lunch is partially subsidized by the APS, with
the resulting ticket costing $10 per person, available
only through advanced reservations.

Please do not wait until the last minute to decide
to come! Reservations may be made by e-mail to
stampshow@stamps.org or call Ken Martin at 814-
237-3803 ext. 218.

A ticket will be waiting for your representative
during check-in! Full details about STAMPSHOW may
be found on the APS website at www.stamps.org.

Don’t forget to pre-register and avoid the long
lines to get in!

NNeewwsslleetttteerrss  FFeeaattuurreedd  aatt  SSttaammppSShhooww
The publications that were entered in the 2002

APS CAC Newsletter Competition will be featured
along with their awards at STAMPSHOW, August

7–10, 2003 in Columbus, Ohio. Come look over
other chapter’s publications and note ideas for your own
club’s newsletter.

Your chapter’s newsletter editor may like to study
the award-winning newsletters more closely. A circuit of
these newsletters may be requested from Vera Felts,
Manager, Club Newsletter Exchange, 1102 Mockingbird
Lane, Carterville, IL 62918-1618; telephone 618-985-
3041; or e-mail vfelts@siu.edu. Be sure to designate the
“CAC 2002 Newsletter Competition Circuit.” Your only
expense is the postage to send the circuit to the next club
on the list.

NNaattiioonnaall  SSttaammpp  CCoolllleeccttiinngg  MMoonntthh  CCaanncceell
SSttiillll  AAvvaaiillaabbllee

The CAC is mak-
ing a common cancel
available for Chapters
to use during October’s
National Stamp Col-
lecting Month activities.
This year’s cancel depicts
a famous Waterbury, Con-
necticut nineteenth centu-
ry fancy cancel of an insect,
next to a stamp motif. It complements the release of
the new United States Postal Service’s “Reptiles and
Amphibians” stamps. Note that the USPS requires
between 4–12 weeks advance notice of your cancel
request, which is free of charge. Contact Chairman
Tom  Fortunato with your club’s name, APS number,
date for the cancel, and zip code of use. He will cus-
tomize the final image for you to then take to the post
office for approval. See the Spring issue of the CAC
Newsletter for more details. By the way, we want to
know about your stamp collecting month event for
publication in the next CACN!

AA  ““HHiissttoorriicc””  PPrrooggrraamm  IIddeeaa
by Denise Stotts, Club Operations Manager

This is an interesting idea for a chapter program.
Recently, at the Houston Philatelic Society (HPS) in
Houston, Texas, the club archivist brought a batch of
items from our club’s history. It was a really enjoy-
able meeting for everyone — the longtime members
enjoyed the memories and shared some of their own.
It also gave the newer members a sense of the HPS
and its history.

Every club should try to have a member acting as
chapter archivist or historian. Items that might be
retained are minutes, show memorabilia, newspaper
articles, pictures, and anything else that the club
might wish to save for future generations. This will
be a good source to prepare club programs as well as
a special exhibit to be shown when your club reaches
a milestone anniversary.

As always, let me know if this idea works out well
for your club! Denise  Stotts, Club Operations Man-
ager, P.O. Box 690042, Houston, TX 77269-0042; or e-
mail stottsjd@swbell.net.



Bob Lamb sent
letters with the
spring CAC News-
letters to APS chap-
ters asking, “Have
you ever thought
about giving your
club’s copy of The
American Philat-
elist to a local
Library?” The
letter is repeated
here so that the
members of
your chapter
may consider

donating their personal copy
to a library, too. Also, if the library would agree to
your doing so, put a label on each with the name of
your club, contact information, meeting time and
place.

More than 200 APS chapters already do this and
we think it is an excellent way to promote our great
hobby. We hope that your club also might like to work
with us on this ongoing project to disseminate infor-
mation about philately in your community. We would
like to see more copies of the AP in public libraries.
It just might get another stamp collector interested in
joining the Society and your club.

We ask you to contact at least one library in your
community to request that they include The Ameri-
can Philatelist in their periodical section. As you
know, all libraries have heavy demands on their shelf
space these days. They obviously cannot accept all
publications — even those offered to them free. If you
have a library in your hometown that you think ought
to be getting a copy of the AP, I suggest that you talk
to their librarians, show them a sample of the maga-
zine, and point out what a wonderful tool it is for any-
one interested in the hobby. You also could point out
that the AP, with a monthly circulation of about
50,000, is the largest American philatelic publication
and the only one printed in full color.

If your club would like to have its free copy sent
to a library each month, just send us the name and
address of the library to receive the magazine. If you
are one of the 227 chapters that already sends its copy
to a local library, and would like to have a copy sent
to another library, let us know and we will try to find
a sponsor for a second copy as well.

We believe that The American Philatelist is one
of the finest hobby publications in the United States
today and hope you agree that it can be a good
spokesman for our hobby.

More information about placing the AP in
libraries is available from APS, P.O. Box 8000, State
College, PA 16803; telephone 814-237-3803; or e-mail
connie@stamps.org.

DDoonnaattee  CChhaapptteerr  CCooppiieess  ooff  TThhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  PPhhiillaatteelliisstt ttoo  aa  LLiibbrraarryy,,  by Bob Lamb, APS Executive Director

PPIIPPEEXX  22000033  IInnvviitteess  MMaaiill-OOrrddeerr  DDeeaalleerrss
by Gil Hulin, Co-Chairman PIPEX 2003

In August the Greater  Eugene  Stamp  Society
(Eugene, OR) will host PIPEX  2003. Dozens of stamp
collectors from throughout the Pacific Northwest and
Western Canada will be in town for the 63rd Pacific
International Philatelic Exhibition and convention of
the Northwest Federation of Stamp Clubs. Attending
will be members of the 30-plus clubs that comprise
the Federation, and collectors without membership
in any organization. 

It is the only World Series of Philately qualifying
show to rotate among a dozen or more towns and
cities in multiple states and Canadian provinces. As
such, each show’s organizational committee is doing
its job for the first time in six, eight, or ten years.

I’ve personally worked on PIPEX in 1977, 1978,
1980, 1988, 1994, and now in 2003. Each time I try
something “new and different” that either hasn’t been
tried at PIPEX before, or possibly even at any stamp
show with which I am familiar.

The PIPEX bourse usually includes approxi-

mately twenty dealers who regularly make the rounds
of the region’s stamp shows. For PIPEX 2003 we sent
letters in October 2002, inviting the region’s mail-
order and approval dealers to take part in the show.
We thought that this is a segment of philately usually
overlooked or ignored at shows.

The reason that I suggest this project for APS
CAC Newsletter mention is the response, or lack
thereof, to this invitation. Exactly one out of thirty-
nine recipients responded at all, and that was to
acknowledge our invitation, but to decline participa-
tion. In the 4-plus months since that mailing we have
not heard from any other mail-order dealer — either
by post, e-mail, or in person. Of course, we wouldn’t
know most of these dealers if we ran into them.

Has any other club or show committee had any
better success involving their local approval and
mail-order dealers in club and show activities?

Responses may be sent to Harry  Meier, Stamp
Show Operations Manager, P.O. Box 369, Palmyra, VA
22963, or e-mail at janekfohn@sbcglobal.net and she
will mail them to Harry.
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AAnnnnuuaall  TTrriivviiaa  CCoonntteesstt,,  by MaryAnn Bowman
The Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs has

been holding a trivia contest for its members since
1988. This annual event had its origins as a “planned
program”; that is, the Federation planned the pro-
gram, thus making the job of planning a club calen-
dar a little easier for club officers. One meeting each
month could be devoted to working together as a club,
combining knowledge, resources, and reference mate-
rials to answer the philatelic trivia questions sent out
by the Federation. The Federation also provided the
prize(s) to the club having the most correct answers.
In case of a tie, the entry with the earliest postmark
determined the winner.

A variety of prizes have been given over the years.
Sometimes we gave a copy of the APS book The
Stamp Atlas. We have given mixtures of stamps and,
most recently we have given modern philatelic items
that have something different and unusual about
them. For example: we have given the chocolate-
smelling stamp, bats that glow-in-the-dark, unusual
shapes, etc. The club can choose to use the items as
auction lots, door prizes, or other incentives. When a
book or other literature was awarded, the club could
keep the item for its own library, donate it to the local
public library, or use it as a door prize or auction
item.

The number of questions to be asked has also var-
ied over the years. We now use 20–25 questions. At
one time, we also asked clubs to record the names of
participants when they submitted their answers.

In years prior to the institution of the annual triv-
ia contest, the Federation printed trivia-type ques-
tions in its monthly newsletter. Any member could
participate, record his or her answers on a postal card,
and one winning entry drawn at random received a
prize donated by the authors of the contest. It was this
precursor and the desire to provide our member clubs
with a program they did not need to plan for that led
to the development of the annual trivia contest.

The following is a list of some of the trivia ques-
tions that have appeared in previous contests.:

• The first U.S. stamps were issued in 1847. What
company printed these stamps?

• What do the letters APRL stand for?
• Why did Transvaal stop issuing stamps? Be spe-

cific.
• What does the term etiquette label mean when

applied to philately?
• What name in philately is usually associated

with the introduction of adhesive postage
stamps?

• What is the current name of a country formerly
known as Rhodesia?

• What country issued a stamp nicknamed the
“Bluenose”?

• What country’s stamp used a turtle in its water-
mark?

• What was the denomination of the first U.S. air
mail stamp?

• What was the first bi-colored U.S. postage
stamp?

• What is a pillar box?
• Who is called the “Father of American 

Philately”?
• What country first issued typewritten stamps?
• What do the letters ZIP stand for in zip code?
• What country printed stamps attached to labels

that told postmen not to deliver the letter on
Sunday?

• What U.S. postage stamp is watermarked USIR?
• What country issued the first air mail stamp?
• The first stamp of what country is nicknamed

“Bullseye”?
• What is the only major nation that does not

presently put its name on its postage stamps?
• Who was the first Wisconsinite to serve as Post-

master General?

Over the years, the questions have gotten more
difficult but they have always contained a mix of U.S.
and foreign stamp answers.

In 1999, the year Wisconsin played host to
National Topical Stamp Show, the Federation offered
a “Topicals with a Twist” trivia contest. In addition to
the trivia answer, a reference to a stamp issue was to
be included. In the series of twenty questions, no one
country could be used for a philatelic reference more
than three times. For example, the question “Who
wrote 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea?” required the
answer Jules Verne, France #770. The topical ques-
tions were quite easy to answer. The challenge came
first in finding a stamp that also represented the
answer to the question and then in not using any one
stamp-issuing entity more than three times.

Trivia contests can make an educational program
or to use as fillers for newsletters. They stimulate
minds and provide conversation among philatelists.
Try a trivia contest soon!

Answers will be in the fall issue of the CACN.
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Chapter  Input
We continue to ask all 700+ APS chapters

for your thoughts, ideas, and articles for each
issue of the CAC Newsletter. Send these directly
to Editor Jane  Fohn, 10325 Little Sugar Creek,
Converse, TX 78109-2409; or janekfohn@
sbcglobal.net.
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AA  RReevviieeww  ooff  aa  SSccootttt  CCaattaalloogguuee  oonn  CCDD,,
by Ken Costilow, CAC Vice-Chairman

More from curiosity than from a need to
have current catalogue information avail-
able, I recently responded to a Scott cata-
logue advertisement that offered for $4.99, a
2002 catalogue of a specific country. I
ordered the Scott 2002 Belgium CD cata-
logue online. Although this was not the
most recent year that is available, the price
was reasonable to satisfy my interest in com-
paring it to a printed version.

The Scott Belgium CD arrived in about
a week’s time and was a breeze to get start-
ed. All I had to do was just insert it into my
CD drive, and a menu window popped up.
Clicking on the Belgium Catalogue, the
Acrobat Reader on my computer started
loading up and in a very short time, the first page of
the catalogue appeared. The Reader (version 4.05) is
included on the CD in the event that you don’t
already have this feature installed on your computer.
The Belgium CD has six pages for Postal, Semi-
postal, Air Mail, Military, Parcel Post and Railway
Stamps issues.

The greatest benefit of the CD catalogue is that
almost all of the stamp images are in color. Some of
the earlier issues are in black and white. Navigating
around within the catalogue is easy. An older com-
puter may take more time to load and display each
page. The pages are accessed by scrolling, paging
ahead, or using the thumbnail column to select the
desired page.

There is also a bookmark feature for quick trans-
fer to a specific section of the catalogue. The Acrobat
Reader toolbar has a zoom-in/zoom-out feature that
allows magnification of the page up to 1,600x to give
a clearer image for more detail. The information on
the CD presented is the same as in the printed ver-
sions of the catalogue, including the information on
catalogue values, grade, and condition.

I found, for my own needs, that a printed copy
was more convenient to use. Using an HP100A laser
printer, the pages printed out in about an hour’s time.
I first printed the odd pages and then the even pages
on the back in order to use both sides of the paper.

All in all, I found the CD to be quite useful for
some tasks and conditions. A collector interested in
only a few countries might prefer using the CD; how-
ever, a general collector would probably find the
printed versions easier to use.

For more information go to www.amos
advantage.com/scottonline/ and do a search for “cds:
scott catalogue”.

MMeemmbbeerrss  OOnnllyy  BBoouurrssee  IIss  aa  HHiitt  iinn  JJoopplliinn
by John Olson, President, The Joplin Stamp Club

The Joplin Stamp Club (Joplin, MO) has been
active since 1933. One of the keys to the club’s sur-
vival has been the fine art of innovation. Doing every-
thing the same, without change, is a certain way to
kill a club.

Three years ago, our members decided to have an
occasional “Members Only Bourse.” This would pro-
vide an opportunity for all members to bring whatev-
er material they wanted to dispose of, and to set-up
shop as a dealer for that evening. A voluntary dona-
tion of 20 percent of each member’s sales goes to the
club.

The response during the last three years has been
great. Many items have changed hands between
members, and a good deal of money has been added
to the club’s treasury. While the club has auctions
twice a year, and individual members bring items for
sale or trade at meetings, this event is our own mini-
stamp show. It’s a lot of fun — try it!

CAC Newsletters 1990–Present Online
by Tom Fortunato, Chairman

I’m pleased to report that Doris  Wilson, the APS
webmaster, now has put all of the CAC Newsletters
from 2000 to the present online in PDF format and
available for anyone to download. Check them out.
Newsletters from 1990–1999 also are to be found
there, individually by page, in GIF format.

Articles in the CAC Newsletters may be reprint-
ed in your own club’s publication anytime. Just be
sure to credit the author and appropriate CAC issue!



JJoohhnn  HHoottcchhnneerr  AArrttiiccllee  FFiilleess,,  by Jane Fohn, Editor
John  Hotchner has given the CAC copies of his

“Stamp Club Idea Trading Post” columns from
Stamp Collector that he wrote in the1970s through
the 1990s. These contain a variety of ideas that are
invaluable for solving club problems.

Some of the information in this archive includes:

• Club Funds
• Fund Raising
• Dues
• Stamp Shows
• Expulsion
• Member Awards
• Exchange Systems
• Meeting Sites
• Member Attendance
• Surveys
• Contests/Quizzes/Scavenger Hunts
• Elections
• Officer Responsibilities
• National Stamp Collecting Month
• Club Logos/Seals
• Auctions
• Youth
• Newsletters
• Estate Service
• Programs for Meetings
• Club Operations
• Member Participation
• Recruiting Ideas

Your Chapter may request photocopies of any of
the articles. Just send an SASE franked with a 37-cent
stamp and $1 in a bill or postage to Jane  Fohn, 10325
Little Sugar Creek, Converse, TX 78109-2409, and
she will photocopy two sides of five pages with the
article(s) of your choice. She can tell you how many
pages are available on your subject if you e-mail her
at janekfohn@sbcglobal.net.

AAmmeerriiccaann  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ooff  PPhhiillaatteelliicc  EExxhhiibbiittoorrss  CCrreeaatteess  NNeeww  AAwwaarrdd,,  by Denise Stotts
The American  Association  of  Philatelic  Exhibitors (AAPE) Board of Directors voted in Biloxi, Mississippi,

to institute a Novice Award to be given to the best exhibit by a first-time exhibitor at an APS World Series of
Philately (WSP) show. The award will consist of a copy of The Best of The Philatelic Exhibitor and a free one-
year membership to the AAPE. The board also voted to send a copy of The Best of the Philatelic Exhibitor to all
winners of Silver Award pins at local and regional shows.

As before, all WSP shows are eligible for two Gold  “Award of Honor” pins and the “Creativity Award.” Local
and regional shows are eligible for two Silver “Award of Honor” pins if the show has 500 pages or more of
exhibits. Shows with fewer than 500 pages receive one pin. It also was decided in Biloxi to eliminate the multi-
frame requirement to win the awards.

Stamp shows wishing to receive these awards should contact Denise  Stotts, P.O. Box 690042, Houston, TX
77269-0042, or e-mail to stottsjd@swbell.net at least 3–4 weeks before the show. Canadian shows should contact
Ray  Ireson at 86 Cartier, Roxboro, Quebec H8Y 1G8, Canada.
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PPhhiillaatteelliicc  FFUUNN-RRaaiissiinngg,,  
by the Bunker Hill

Stamp Club
We’ve all heard

the old expression,
“One man’s trash is
another man’s
treasure.” By using
this simple theory,
you can raise literally
hundreds of dollars for
your club’s treasury.

The Bunker  Hill  Stamp  Club in downtown Los
Angeles, California, makes money by having a table at
a local rummage sale twice a year. Club members are
asked in person, by phone, and by mail to bring items
they no longer want or need.

A variation of this would be to have a garage sale
at a member’s home or, if appropriate, where you
meet.

Club coordinator, Don Schilling said, “It’s amaz-
ing what you can get for stuff that’s been laying
around your house for years. Just because you’re a
stamp club doesn’t mean you have to sell stamps. At
our last rummage sale, we sold a bunch of stuff for
several dollars a piece that personally I wouldn’t have
given you a nickel for.”

Schilling recommends that everything have a
price tag on it. Office supply stores and discount
chains often carry self-adhesive labels in different col-
ors that have amounts ranging from 10 cents to $10
already pre-printed on them. By using these, you’ll
cut down on some of the haggling that typically goes
on at rummage and garage sales. Price things on the
high side. You can always sell it for less, or give inter-
ested buyers a discount.

One last tip: Have a sign with your club’s name,
meeting time and location prominently displayed on
your table along with some flyers. Besides cash, you
might just pick up some new members!



BBiinnddeerr  BBaassiiccss,,  by MaryAnn Bowman
In working with young stamp collectors over the

years, I have seen many changes in the hobby — some
of which have led me to believe that it is necessary to
approach collecting stamps in more structured way
than the informal procedure we used to follow.

When I first began my after-school stamp club,
most of the students had inexpensive paperback
albums that were available at variety, hobby, and book
stores. Even some of the school’s book clubs offered
inexpensive albums. As the students became more
involved in the hobby and collecting process, their
parents would often obtain a “real” album for them as
well as tongs and other collecting supplies.

Today, obtaining an inexpensive paperback
album has become more difficult — they are neither
easily available nor, for that matter, really inexpen-
sive. Yet the beginning collector needs to have a way
to organize his or her materials and to keep supplies
and tools together in one handy place.

One solution is to obtain three-ring binders for
use as the album. My choice for our after-school
stamp club is a one-inch ring binder that can hold 175
pages. I particularly like to use a binder that has the
clear glossy overlay front pocket, back, and spine.
This allows me to customize the binder’s cover and
spine. Thanks to computer technology, it is a simple
task to create a label with the child’s name (and other
identifying information such as class code, etc.). This
label follows a vertical format and is inserted into the
spine of the binder.

It is also fun to customize a cover for the album.
This can be done entirely from computer graphics, or
it might include a student-designed stamp illustra-
tion or pictures cut from stamp catalogs, etc. This
year’s album cover was actually a combination of
computer technology (title) and a picture postcard of
the 34-cent “Greeting from America” Wisconsin
stamp.

Each club member also receives tongs and a pack-
et of hinges. This year I am using a small zippered
pencil pouch that is three-hole punched so it can be
kept inside the binder. This helps the children to be
responsible for their own tools and to keep them in a
place where they can always be at hand. You might
also want to consider keeping a pencil or other fre-
quently used supplies in the case. As my youth might
be working with other adults, I also encourage them
to put a name tag in their zippered pouch.

One manila stock page is inserted in the back of
the binder. It serves to introduce one concept of stor-
age technique used by collectors. Naturally glassines

and envelopes also are available for their use.
Most of the binder is filled with copies of various

pages that either I, as their leader, or they, as individ-
ual collectors, have determined are useful and neces-
sary for their philatelic pursuits. For example, each
binder is filled with sheets that explain some of the
basics of the hobby such as instructions on soaking
and hinging stamps. These pages can be created to
meet a specific lesson or tailored to meet the needs of
the group. There are several online sources that pro-
vide pages that can be downloaded and copied as well.

I also take the time to introduce some of the basic
vocabulary such as commemorative, definitive, and
special issue. Once kids know the difference between
the various types of stamps, they enjoy searching
through boxes of stamps looking for examples to fill
their pages. I have one page labeled with each of those
three types of U.S. stamps.

If you are working with foreign stamps, consider
creating or finding a simple stamp identifier to put
into the binder. I usually offer one lesson in foreign
stamp identification by giving students a packet of
assorted foreign stamps and a labeled page to hinge
their stamps into the correct place.

Most of the space in the binder, however,  is
reserved for pages of the student’s own choosing. I
have a variety of pages and projects that I use during
the year. Some pages are deliberately left untitled so
that the children can put their own heading or title.
The child who becomes interested in the stamps of
Japan (or whatever country) can make his or her own
title on a quadrilled page. There are also online sites
that allow you to download album pages. Scott pro-
duces something called the Album Wizard that allows
the owner to create and customize his or her own
album pages. Students also might select one of the
topical pages that I have created, or again, they might
to use a quadrilled page and add their own title.

Finally, the use of tabbed pages and/or use of col-
ored paper will help youth to delineate the various
sections.

Binders are good organizers for the projects,
activities, and games sheets that I frequently use to
enhance the learning process. Once the beginning les-
sons have been introduced and/or reviewed, I like to
let the collector discover his or her own philatelic
interests. The students have access to plenty of blank
album pages. By using a special stamp collecting
binder, everything is kept orderly and ready for
immediate use. Because I meet weekly with my
group, the binders are kept right in the classroom,
eliminating the problem of forgotten or lost material.
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There is a trend in the education field today to
make learning fun, educational, and more hands-on.
Part of that task involves setting up learning experi-
ences that are realistic or similar to actual work, jobs,
research, etc., being done by others. Through lab
experiences and/or group interaction, projects are set
up requiring the use of higher-level thinking skills
and more closely resembling the actual processes
(whether real or fantasy) that others may have gone
through or experienced. Simulation activities can be
used to accomplish this objective.

Thus we can offer the opportunity for our begin-
ning stamp collectors to participate directly in some
of the same experiences as more seasoned collectors
while providing them with a new forum for learning
about other aspects of philately. Those working with
gifted students or middle-school-aged collectors will
appreciate this activity for the new challenges it can
provide. Even adult club members can learn from this
experience and it can become another program idea
to incorporate into your annual calendar.

This activity does require preparation and
thoughtful planning by the leader. The abilities of the
group must be taken into consideration. Materials
need to be planned for, provided, and gathered. More
than one session may be needed to accomplish both
the lessons leading up to the activity and to provide
enough time to accomplish the objective.

In this simulation activity, the beginning collec-
tor takes on the persona of a collector who specializes
in some aspect of philately. (You may wish to have
youngsters work in pairs.) As leader, you can plan the
degree of difficulty to provide an appropriate level of
challenge to the young collector. For example, a the-
matic collection (cats on stamps) may be appropriate
for one student, while a more specific collection
(color varieties of a single issue) may suit the abilities
of another young collector.

Each collector, upon learning about his or her
“new collecting habit,” will use a variety of resources
to fill a certain number of album pages. Auction cat-
alogues, philatelic newspapers and journals, as well
as mixtures of actual stamps may be used.

The leader will need to provide mini-albums for
the collectors to “mount” their material. These mini-
albums can be made as plain or as fancy as the
leader’s time and creativity allow, but a construction
paper cover and plain white typing paper is sufficient
for this activity. The size may be equivalent to one-
half or one-quarter of an 8½-by-11 inch paper and
would depend upon the resources available.

For example, one student may take on the per-
sona of a collector of Zeppelin covers — perhaps

going to foreign destinations. He must
search the auction catalogues looking for

items that belong to that collecting specialty. When
he finds something, he must cut it out and glue it into
his album, one item per page. You also may want to
require a small amount of writing such as a title for
the album and a short phrase on each page describing
the item shown, such as “Cover to Germany.”

When planning for this activity, it is important
that the collecting situations you describe and the
material that is being sought can found in the auction
catalogues, newspapers, etc., that you are providing.
For example, it would be difficult to find examples of
territorial covers unless you have auction catalogues
that specialize in covers or that frequently offer mate-
rial from the 1800s or earlier.

In its simplest form, the collector might be look-
ing for sets and/or series of actual stamps such as
Machins or the U.S. Liberty series, and thus actual
stamps could be used. When actual stamps are used,
they should be hinged (not glued) into the mini-
albums. More advanced collectors can be offered such
challenges as collecting the Number 1s of the World
and would be using auction catalogues to provide
their illustrations.

The activity could be set up as an independent
project or learning center in a classroom. It provides
the young collector with an opportunity to learn a lit-
tle about other specialties while offering a challenge
and the thrill of the hunt. Don’t forget to allow
enough time for the collectors to share their complet-
ed album with the rest of the group.

If you are interested in trying this activity with
either adult or youth groups and would prefer not
having to “reinvent the wheel,” I would be glad to
send you a listing or some suggested collecting simu-
lations that I have used. Send a large SASE to
MaryAnn  Bowman, P.O. Box 1451, Waukesha, WI
53187.

SSttaammpp  CCoolllleeccttiinngg  SSiimmuullaattiioonn  AAccttiivviittyy,,  by MaryAnn Bowman

Cuy-LLor  Exhibit  Frames  for  Sale
The Cuy-Lor Stamp Club (in the Cleve-

land, Ohio) area has up to 104 surplus 9-page
exhibit frames. The frames are wooden with
glass fronts, and have 24” x 36” mounting
boards. A very few have plastic fronts. Frame
backs are held in place with spring clips that
are removed to put the pages into the frames.
The exhibit frames mount on A-frames that are
NOT for sale. Contact Ed  Powell, Cuy-Lor
Stamp Club, P. O. Box 45042, Westlake, OH
44045; e-mail starmoo72@aol.com.
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Class  I:  Novice  —  No entries

Class  IIA:  Single-PPage  —  Membership  under  100

Vermeil
Charlottesville Stamp Club, Charlottesville
Stamp Club Newsletter, William L. Sihler 
(Charlottesville, VA)
Jackson Philatelic Society, Jackson Philatelic
Society Newsletter, Stanley W. Stewart 
(Jackson, MS)

Silver-BBronze
Lake County (IL) Philatelic Society,
Perforations, Howard Shaughnessy (Gurnee, IL)
Thames Stamp Club, Thames Stamp Club
Newsletter, Anthony Bruno (Waterford, CT)

Class  IIIA:  Multi-PPage  —  Membership  under  100

Gold
Brookfield Philatelic Society, PhilaNews, Alan
Vale (Brookfield, CT)
Manchester Philatelic Society, Inc., The Man-
chester Philatelist, Anthony F. Dewey 
(Manchester, CT)
Mid-Cities Stamp Club, Stamping Around, Peter
C. Elias (Arlington/Irving, TX)
Ventura County Philatelic Society, Ventura
County Philatelic Society Newsletter, John 
Weigle (Ventura, CA)

Vermeil
Clermont County Stamp Club, Unhinged, 
Gordon R.D. Milne (Milford, OH)
Joplin Stamp Club, The Perf Gauge, Ron
Demery (Joplin, MO)
Rockville-Gaithersburg Stamp Club, The Stock-

book, Catherine K. Russell (Gaithersburg, MD)

Silver
Strait Stamp Society, Strait Stamp Talk, Chester
M. Masters (Sequim, WA)

Silver-BBronze
Omaha Philatelic Society, The Space Filler,
Richard L. McConnell (Omaha, NE)
Pottstown Area Stamp Club, The Postmark, 
John M. Howard (Pottstown, PA)
Southern Nevada Stamp Club, Stamp Express,
Bill Pierce (Las Vegas, NV)
Westmoreland County Philatelic Society, West-
moreland County Philatelic Society Newsletter,
James Vaughn (Greensburg, PA)

Class  IIIB:  Multi-PPage  —  Membership  over  100

Gold
Lakeshore Stamp Club, Inc., The Shoe Box, 
Raymond W. Ireson (Dollard des Ormeaux, PQ,
Canada)

Vermeil
Edmonton Stamp Club, Edmonton Stamp Club
Bulletin, Keith R. Spencer/Alan Meech 
(Edmonton, AB, Canada)

Silver-BBronze
Tucson Stamp Club, The Arizona Pride of 
Philately, Albert Nelson (Tucson, AZ)

Class  IV:  Federation

Vermeil
Federation of Central New York Philatelic Soci-
eties, Inc., Stamp Insider, Patrick R. Rourk 
(Fulton, NY)

The newsletters that were entered in the 2002
APS CAC Newsletter Competition will be featured
with their awards at STAMPSHOW, August 7–10, 2003,
in Columbus, Ohio. Ted  Bahry  Jr., William  H.  Bauer,
and Jay  B.  Stotts  have completed their review of the
chapter newsletters. By this time entering clubs have
received their award certificate from APS Headquar-
ters, which were mailed to club presidents for pres-
entation to the editors.

Now is the time to prepare to enter the 2003
Newsletter Competition. A prospectus and entry
form appeared in the Spring CACN. The deadline for
entries is January 15, 2004. For further information
or answers to questions, you may contact me: Jane
Fohn,  Manager, CAC Chapter Newsletter Competi-
tion, 10325 Little Sugar Creek, Converse, TX 78109-
2409; or e-mail janekfohn@sbcglobal.net.

CCAACC  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  CCoommppeettiittiioonn,,  by Jane Fohn, CAC Editor & Newsletter Competition Manager

22000022  AAPPSS  CCAACC  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  CCoommppeettiittiioonn  AAwwaarrddss  
Submitted by Jane  King  Fohn, Manager
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