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by Tom Fortunato, Chairman
Well, it’s a new year and do we have news for you!
Everything old is new again. I used that phrase a few issues back mention-

ing that many ideas and suggestions we’ve written about have been tried in the
past. It’s just that we never knew about them. Our “forefathers” had some great
ideas in their day, and we’re about to resurrect one of them.

Back in the 1940s and 1950s The American Philatelist featured a regular
column called, “Chapter Chatter.” As the name implies, it was for and about
Chapters! Starting with the January 2004 issue, The American Philatelist will
once again highlight the activities of Chapters here in the States and around
the world through a column to appear three times a year.

There are some great things happening in local stamp clubs, and everyone
deserves to know about them! We’ll be recognizing outstanding individuals,
projects, and other success stories in the column. And I’m counting on you to
help me out. The AP column also will feature topics covered in depth in the
newest issue of the CAC Newsletter. The newsletter’s publish-
ing schedule is changing to coincide with the column as
well, to January, May, and September.

Perhaps the boldest step we’re planning has to
do with the way we deliver the CAC Newsletter to
you. In the very near future it will become available
as an electronic publication. Rather than printing
and mailing a single copy to your club, where we
hope it will get into the right hands, everyone will be
able to download, view, and print it at their leisure right
from the APS website at www.stamps.org/CAC/Index.htm.

The Internet is pervasive in today’s society. We believe at least one club
member in every Chapter has access to the Net as well as a printer and can
print one (or many) copies for the benefit of everyone in the club. “Going elec-
tronic” combined with a plug in the AP column will increase its readership,
which in turn may eventually help increase your club membership when oth-
ers read about your group! 

For a long time only Chapters had access to the CAC Newsletter. There
have been hundreds of contributors to it over the years. Then, as now, much
time and effort went into every article. Don’t forget the countless hours the
APS staff puts into these issues as well, as they are the ones who design and lay
out each and every page. Making this wealth of knowledge available to all is a
great thing.

Chapters remain the building blocks of philately. They are the base of the
grass-roots foundation of the APS. Members who take active leadership roles
in local clubs often rise through the ranks of the APS leadership, sharing their
experience and expertise with a larger audience. If you need proof, just take a
look at the APS officers past and present!

Through these changes the goals of the Chapter Activities Committee
remain the same: To provide all Chapters with the tools needed to be success-
ful and offer a forum to exchange ideas to grow both local clubs and the APS.
We believe the steps we’re about to undertake continue on that path.

Our
“forefathers”

had some great
ideas in their

day...
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For more information visit
the APS website at
www.stamps.org/ameristamp/
intro.htm or see the fall issue
of the CAC Newsletter.



•  Further  Information  — The CAC Newsletter is a
publication of the Chapter Activities Committee of
the American Philatelic Society. Further informa-
tion on the Chapter Activities Committee or on
Chapter club membership in the APS is available
from the Committee members listed on this page or
from APS, P.O. Box 8000, State College, PA 16803.

• Address  Changes  —  Any address changes for
Chapter mailings from APS should be sent to APS
Headquarters at the address above or  phone 814-
237-3803, or fax 814-237-6128. Please do not send
address changes to committee members.

• Reprinting  Policy  — Individuals or Chapters are
welcome to reprint material from the CAC Newslet-
ter, with proper credit given to the source.

• Copies  of  the  CACN — Subscriptions of the
CACN are available from the APS for those dedicat-
ed club members who want newsletters of their own.
Cost is $8 per 3 issues. Send a check payable to the
APS, attention CACN Subscription and specify
CAC Newsletters.
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The American Stamp Club of Great Britain
Celebrates Its Fiftieth Anniversary

by John A. Edwards FRPSL – Honorary 
Editor of The American Stamp Club of GB
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Outreach Ideas, by Denise Stotts
Spread the news that stamp collecting is fun. If

your club is one of the lucky ones to have a little extra
in the treasury, there are some great ways to reach peo-
ple and hopefully even garner a member or two for
your club. 

Begin by talking to your local librarian, and ask if
the library has a recent set of Scott catalogues or other
good books on philately. If they don’t and would be
receptive to a donation, your club could purchase
them and place a bookplate in front (again with the
permission of the library) with contact information
about your stamp club. Some clubs go a step further,
sponsoring a library membership for their local state
postal history society. These are both great ways to get
people interested.

Donating reading materials to public areas is an
old idea, but one worth mentioning from time to time.
Take your old Linn’s Stamp News, The American Phi-
latelist, Stamp Collector, etc. (after removing your
mailing label) and donate them to a doctor’s waiting
room, hospital library, retirement home, car repair
waiting room, — anywhere with a potentially bored,
“captive” audience. Again, you might want to attach
some labels with contact info about your club.

As always, let me know if your club has any suc-
cess with these ideas, and share some new ones that
have worked for you. Contact me at Denise  Stotts, P.O.
Box 690042, Houston, TX 77269-0042 or e-mail
stottsjd@swbell.net

In 1954 an enthusiastic
collector of United States
stamps, Edgar Chase, tried to
find a specialist society in the
United Kingdom that catered
to his field of collecting.
There wasn’t one. He spoke to
Kenneth Chapman, then the

editor of the British fortnightly magazine Stamp Col-
lecting, who said: “You start one and I’ll give you free
space in Stamp Collecting.” Eleven people turned up
at the inaugural meeting in London on May 25, 1954,
and so the American  Stamp  Club  of  Great  Britain
was born.

In the early days we had less than fifty members
and meetings were held in London. As the club grew
it became less of a London-based club and more of a
United Kingdom-wide club. We now have around 400
members mainly in the UK, but we also have over-
seas members in the United States and as far afield as
New Zealand.

The club became affiliated to the American Phi-
latelic Society as Chapter 697 in 1968. We hold an
annual three-day UK convention in October varying
the location each year to allow members in different
parts of the country to attend. We have a thriving
exchange packet, an excellent library, the quarterly
journal The Mayflower, and a U.S. New Issues serv-
ice. 

Our comprehensive website at http://www.
virtualstampclub.com/apsascgb.html has sub-sites
giving news of club activities, links to other sites, and
some of the articles that have appeared in our journal
over recent years. Collectors of U.S. stamps and
postal history will be sure to find something of inter-
est on our site.

We are now planning our 50th anniversary cele-
brations. As part of these celebrations, we shall be
putting on a display of U.S. philately at Spring  Stam-
pex, February 25–29, 2004, at the Business Design
Centre, Islington, London. If you are visiting the
show, why not make yourself known and call in at our
stand? All visitors are welcome whether club mem-
bers or not. Full details will appear on our website.

New “How-To” Booklet Series in the Works
by Tom Fortunato

We know that all Chapters are not created equal.
Some are larger than others, some have more volun-
teers than others, and some are more community-
minded than others. But we all face challenges, many
of which have been overcome by our fellow Chapters
in one way or another. Now if you only knew “how.”

It’s time to share your expertise with others! Not
too long ago I had a request for some guidelines on
how to write a press release. As someone who does
this often, I don’t give it very much thought, but I
understand the need. (See page 4)

What additional “how-to” topics would you like
to see? What topics can you write about? Just let me
know at 42 Maynard Street, Rochester, NY 24615-
2022 or e-mail stamptmf@frontiernet.net.
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PR Primer: Writing and Distributing Press Releases, by Tom Fortunato

Publicity is one thing all of our stamp clubs can
use more of. Whether it’s getting the word out to intro-
duce your group to the general public, or announcing
a special event, combining a well-written press release
with a good list of press contacts is your key to success!

“Publicity” is not exclusively “advertising.” Any-
one can take out an advertisement: Just create it and
pay for it! Publicity is the art of getting your story to
journalists and publications and having them run with
it. That all starts with a press release.

Why  a  press  release? All forms of media look at a
press release as their working template. They expect to
see information in a specific format in order to make a
quick judgment as to whether the story should be cov-
ered or not. Write it in the third person (no “I” or
“we”) in a brief, direct manner. Releases can be
mailed, faxed, or e-mailed as a stand-alone document
or part of a press pack with additional inserts.  

Make  it  newsworthy! Think like a reporter! He or
she is looking for a story with an “angle” to make it
interesting. Keep that in mind when deciding whether
you should issue a press release and when you actual-
ly write it.

Provide all the elements:
Contact details — Start out with the name, title,

full address, phone number(s) and e-mail address of
the person the press should contact for more informa-
tion in the upper left corner. List all your phone num-
bers — day, evening, cell. Include the web address of
the organization if applicable.

Release timing — Explain the timing of the
release. In most cases it will be “For Immediate
Release.” Otherwise specify a date and/or time when
the news should be released to the public.

Headline — This is your attention grabber, so give
it a lot of thought. Keep it short and concise.

Dateline — Mention the date of the press release
and if appropriate the city and state of the activity.
Remember it may not be the same place where the
contact person is located!

Lead paragraph — Summarize the 5 W’s (who,
what, where, when, and why) of the event in no more
than two or three sentences.

Body — Use the bulk of the press release to elabo-
rate on specifics. Include a paragraph specifically
about your club or society: years in operation, number
of members, when you meet (dates and times), etc.

Spreading  the  news. With your basic press release
completed, the next step is to get it into the right
hands, both philatelic and non-philatelic. Before pro-

ceeding, consider whether or not you need two ver-
sions of the press release, each written with a different
slant for these two major audiences.

Since you’re writing about stamps, start with the
philatelic press. Major national print publications in
the United States and Canada include:

Global Stamp News
P.O. Box 97 (110 N. Ohio Ave.)
Sidney, OH 45365-0097
Phone: (937) 492-3183; Fax: (937) 492-65104
Jan Brandewie, Editor; brandewie@woh.rr.com
Global@bright.net 

Linn’s Stamp News
P.O. Box 29 (911 Vandemark Rd)
Sidney, OH 45365-0065, USA
Phone: (937) 498-0801; Fax: (937) 498-0814
http://www.Linns.com 
Linns@Linns.com

Mekeel’s and Stamps Magazine 
Philatelic Communications Corp. 
175R Proctor Hill Road
Hollis, NH 03049-6427
Phone: (800) 635-3351; Fax: (603) 465-9377
John Dunn, Publisher
stampnews@aol.com 

Scott Stamp Monthly
P. O. Box 828 
Sidney, Ohio 45365-0828, USA
Phone: (937) 498-0802; Fax: (937) 498-0807
http://www.scottonline.comssm@scottonline.com

Stamp Collector
700 East State Street
Iola, WI 54990-0001
Phone: (715) 445-2214 Fax: (715) 445-4087
http://www.stampcollector.net
stamps@krause.com

Canadian Stamp News
P.O. Box 28103, Lakeport P.O.
600 Ontario St.
St. Catherines, ON L2N 7P8 Canada
Phone: (905) 646-7744; Fax: (905) 646-0995
http://www.canadianstampnews.com/
stamps@trajan.com

Online publicity options include the Virtual
Stamp Club (http://www.virtualstampclub.com/) and



several newsgroups, including alt.collecting.stamps,
rec.collecting.stamps, and others.

You also may consider contacting the nearest
philatelic library. Some of the best known include the
American Philatelic Research Library (State College,
PA), Cardinal Spellman Museum of Stamps and
Postal History (Weston, MA), National Postal Muse-
um (Washington, DC), Wineburgh Philatelic
Research Library (Richardson, TX), Rocky Mountain
Research Library (Denver, CO), and the Western Phi-
latelic Library (San Diego, CA). There are many
more throughout the United States.

The APS offers many options for publicity.  The
addresses of more than 650 Chapter clubs from across
the United States and abroad are available on mailing
labels for a small charge.  Definitely consider sending
nearby stamp clubs your press release. Physical and
e-mail addresses are also available online at the APS
website, http://www.stamps.org.

Non-philatelic options — Only you know your
community best! However these pointers should be
helpful and may spark additional ideas on finding
more locally-based outlets for your press releases.

TV and radio stations should be near the top of
your contacts list. Most TV stations and local access
cable channels offer a community calendar where
events and announcements can be mentioned.

Definitely contact the “features” editor or colum-
nist of the nearest local daily newspaper.  Try to get
listed in a weekly events section. You also may have

weekly regional papers that publicize community
news.

Don’t overlook libraries, post offices, malls, and
community/senior centers. Printing the release on
fancy letterhead or with a club logo makes it “bulletin
board” friendly. Consider creating a poster advertis-
ing your event and including that with the press
release.  

Pay  attention  to  deadlines.  Newspapers and other
print media all have submission deadlines. Contact
each beforehand to make sure your event will get cov-
ered!

As a general rule of thumb, double the release fre-
quency. For example, monthly publications typically
require material 6–8 weeks beforehand; bi-weekly
publications need 3–4 weeks advance time.

Give TV crews at least two weeks advanced notice
before your event.

Follow  up. There are two schools of thought
about following up with journalists or publications to
which you’ve sent press releases: Do it or don’t do it.
You’ll have to make the decision on your own. Just
remember that time is money, and don’t become a
pest!

To help you get started, a brief sample press
release is below.

Wrapping  it  up. I hope this brief look at creating
and distributing press releases has been helpful. The
process isn’t as daunting as you might think, and the
rewards are well worth the effort!

Sample RPA Press Announcement
For Immediate Release 
Contact: Tom Fortunato, RPA Special Events Coordinator
Email: stamptmf@frontiernet.net
Phone: Days 585-586-5757 x6832

Nights 585-621-1670

Rochester  Stamp  Club  Open  House

The Rochester Philatelic Association is sponsoring an open house as part of its October Stamp Col-
lecting Month activities. The event takes place on Thursday evening, October 9, from 7 to 9 pm at the
Twelve Corners Presbyterian Church, 1200 South Winton Rd, Rochester, New York.

The public is invited to bring their stamps, covers, and other philatelic items for free evaluations. Mem-
bers of the RPA also plan to have items for sale or trade. Books from the RPA’s extensive library will be
available for browsing.

The RPA is the area’s largest stamp collecting group with 120 members from throughout upstate New
York. It is celebrating its 90th anniversary in 2003. Regular meetings are scheduled for the second and
fourth Thursdays of most months between September and June.

For additional information, check out the RPA’s website at http://www.geocities.com/rpastamps/ or
phone 585-621-1670.
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While at National  Topical  Stamp  Show, I discov-
ered a new book that can be used to introduce the
hobby. Titled U.S. Stamps: Collect All 50 States, it fea-
tures the Greetings from America stamps. The book’s
cover is actually a tri-fold which when opened up has
plastic pockets into which the Greetings stamps might
be inserted. A small 40-page paperback book serves as
a collecting guide offering a short history of stamps, a
diagram that identifies the main parts of a stamp,
philatelic terms, how to get started, the different types
of stamps, caring for stamps, grading and value of
stamps, as well as showing a few rare U.S. stamps. The
second half of the book pictures each of the 50 Greet-
ings stamps alphabetically by state and includes the
nickname, capital, statehood year, and a brief written
description of each stamp design.

This full color book measures 6” x 9” and is stored
as a separate entity within the confines of a tri-fold
outer cover. Interestingly, the cover was made in
China, the book printed in Canada, and it was assem-
bled in the United States. Retailing at $8.99, it was
published by Tangerine Press, an imprint of Scholas-
tic, Inc. The ISBN is 0-439-52072-K. It is my under-
standing that the book is available through the
Scholastic Book Fairs commonly held as school fund-
raisers.

What’s  New
As many of you may suspect, I love children’s lit-

erature that relates somehow to stamps and/or the
mail. So I was pleasantly surprised when my school
librarian approached me with a new book that is being
added to the collection.

The House in the Mail, written by Rosemary and
Tom Wells, tells the story of a family in 1927 that
orders a house through the catalog. The house has all
of the modern conveniences: the latest appliances,
indoor plumbing, electricity, and a coal-burning fur-
nace. The book offers an interesting comparison of the
changes in the lifestyle of two children after their
house arrives by train.

Although the title and only a few illustrations
directly relate to anything philatelic, the book offers a
fascinating look at a by-gone era in American history.
This picture book has beautiful illustrations reminis-
cent of a scrapbook. Appropriate for children ages six
and up, the book retails at $16.99 and was published in
2002 by Viking.

Club leaders, teachers, and adults interested in
promoting stamp collecting may find a relatively new
Postal Service publication to be useful in piquing the

interest of the young
collector. Publication
39, “Greetings from
America Coloring and
Activity Book”, offers
both coloring pages of
the Greetings from
America stamps as well
as other interesting
activities such as word
searches, mazes, and
puzzles that educate
the learner about our 50
states.

If the publication is not available at your local post
office, the pages can be downloaded from the U.S.
Postal Service site and printed with Adobe Reader
(available as a free download). Go to www.usps.com,
then to Postal Publications and Periodicals (pdf for-
mat) for Publication 39.

Other publications that might be useful include
Publication 295, “Hispanic People and Events on U.S.
Postage Stamps”; Publication 354, “African-Americans
on Stamps”; Publication 512, “Women on Stamps”;
and Publication 528, “Veterans and the Military on
Stamps.”

STAMPSHOW 2003
The American Philatelic Society’s STAMPSHOW

held in Columbus, Ohio, this past August, offered sev-
eral opportunities for beginner collectors. Stamp Sat-
urday is an educational event for adults who are
beginners. Morning and afternoon sessions were held
with approximately 20 participants in each session.
APS member volunteers working with the APS educa-
tional staff presented informative sessions on the
basics of the hobby. Participants go home with a gen-
erous bag of materials relevant to the learning ses-
sions.

Stamp Camp is geared toward youth and is par-
tially sponsored by the U.S. Postal Service in partner-
ship with the APS. Their Saturday session lasted the
whole day. In addition to learning the basics of the
hobby, children designed a three-dimensional creative
stamp display as a precursor to making a more tradi-
tional one-page mini-exhibit on a topic of their choice.
Stamp Camp targets youth between the ages of 8 and
14. The program format varies in length from one hour
to a week.

Family Day was a “first” this year for the APS.
Children accompanied by adults had a large room in

Books, Activities, and News You Can Use
by MaryAnn Bowman
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which to explore the various facets of the hobby. Boxes
of stamps, free for the taking, were popular. Using
stamps in creative displays was also a popular event.
Although not many families availed themselves of the
program, the ones who attended spent a great deal of
quality time together learning about and exploring the
world of stamps.

The American Philatelic Society and U.S. Postal
Service is approaching completion of the Stamp Camp
USA Planning Guide. I have seen a draft copy of the
work that is patterned after the week-long Stamp
Camps offered by Cheryl  Edgcomb in Pennsylvania. A
shortened one-day version has also been offered at
STAMPSHOW. The guide contains instructions that par-
ents, teachers, and community leaders may use to
introduce stamp collecting in school classroom situa-
tions, with youth organizations, or as an after-school
program. Suggestions for planning such events, teach-
ing the basics, as well as preparing creative and more
traditional exhibits are included. The program uses
stamp cash to motivate youth. The program culmi-
nates with an auction or stamp store where the hard-
earned stamp cash is turned into other philatelic items
for their beginning collection. An Open House and
awards ceremony also can be a part of the event.

Watch this column and the philatelic press for fur-
ther details. This planning guide will help those adults
who may be apprehensive about first-time planning
and working with youth and stamp collecting.

Websites  for  Youth  to  Explore
If you enjoyed the “Greetings from America”

stamp series as based on the large-letter style of post
cards from the middle of the 20th century, if you find
armchair traveling to be of interest to you, and you
would like to rekindle that same passion in a young
collector, direct them to a website that was determined
to be one of the top 100 educational websites, and one
of the best geography sites: www.postcardsfrom.com.

Postcards from America was created by a husband
and wife team. The duo explore the 50 states in ‘Har-
vey the RV’. Ken is a photographer and graphic arts
designer who creates the electronic postcards and
stamps. Priscilla writes the captions, messages, and
trivia about the states they are touring.

Their first trip lasted three years and showcased
the capitals of each state. These are archived on the
website. Above each postcard are links to maps, travel
tips, and fun facts. A link titled “Stamps” depicts what
philatelists would refer to as cinderellas.

Sign up to receive these free postcards and enjoy a
brief escape from the daily grind. Parents and grand-
parents can use the e-mail postcard as a topic for a

teachable moment.
As I am writing this column, the American Philat-

elic Society has announced that its website
(www.stamps.org) has available National Stamp Col-
lecting Month activities and lessons to accompany the
“Slither Your Way to Fun” theme to accompany the
new Reptiles and Amphibians stamps.

The APS in partnership with the USPS has put
together an interesting array of materials for teachers
and stamp club leaders to use as a tool to integrate a
classroom curriculum study of amphibians and rep-
tiles with our stamp hobby.

The APS developed the National Stamp Collect-
ing Month Poster and NSCM Album Page. A colored
printer is suggested for printing those pages out. Also
on-line are four individual activities and a game creat-
ed by Dr. Jacqueline Hansen of the College of Educa-
tion, Murray State University. These activities are well
written and are useful tools to supplement a teacher’s
curriculum.

The USPS has distributed a colorful poster and
what is referred to as a thematic educational kit. The
back of the poster gives tips for making your own
“Creeping Things Album.” From the viewpoint of a
topical philatelist, the directions on the how-to of
developing a thematic album are well thought out and
offer an excellent beginning for helping teachers and
leaders develop and organize thematics. Although the
Reptiles and Amphibians issue serves as the basis for
this particular collection, the same guidelines can be
applied to any topical.

I have always liked the idea of using the USPS new
issues as a starting point for curriculum lessons and to
enhance the educational value of stamp collecting. It
would be nice if the APS or others would have the
resources to continue to develop select stamp themes
with similar kits, activities, and games —  perhaps sev-
eral a year — those which would have the most appeal
to young collectors. How do you feel about that idea?
Write to me with your thoughts on that or any other
aspect of youth philately. I’d love to hear from you!

Chapter Ideas Wanted
We continue to seek articles for each issue of

the CAC Newsletter. What are your thoughts and
ideas that you would like to share? This is an
appeal to all 650+ APS Chapters to respond to our
call. Send your article to Editor Jane  Fohn, 10325
Little Sugar Creek, Converse, TX 78109-2409; or
email janekfohn@sbcglobal.net.



Introducing Jury for 2003 Newsletter Competition
by Jane King Fohn, CAC Editor and Newsletter Competition Manager

The jury for the 2003 APS CAC Newsletter Com-
petition will be Nancy  B.Z.  Clark and Douglas  N.
Clark, both of Marstons Mills, Massachusetts, and
Guy  Dillaway of Weston, Massachusetts.

Nancy  B.Z.  Clark is an experienced exhibitor,
international level judge, author, and editor. She has
served as both director and treasurer of the American
Philatelic Society. Her tireless work to bring new
members into the hobby has been long term. She has
personally exposed 150,000 people to hands-on philat-
ely and is chairing the beginning collector efforts for
the international show, Washington (DC) 2006.

Mrs. Clark has served as a stamp club officer in
three states, and several national societies. She is a

founding member of a local stamp club, a state feder-
ation, and a national-level stamp exhibition. She has
chaired stamp exhibitions at the world, national, and
state levels.

Douglas  N.  Clark is a collector of and writer about
U.S. postal history; editor of Transit Postmark Collec-
tor, journal of the Mobile Post Office Society, and of
the Massachusetts Spy, journal of the Massachusetts
Postal Research Society. He also has written articles
about thematic philately, and is a former editor of
Georgia Post Roads, journal of the Georgia Postal His-
tory Society. Presently he is secretary of the Cape Cod
Area Philatelic Group. 

Continued  on  page  9
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Much is happening with the next
U.S. international philatelic exhibi-
tion, Washington  2006, scheduled for
May 27–June 3 of that year at the
Washington, DC, Convention Center.

The show committee is soliciting
the use of exhibit frames from clubs
and organizations across the eastern
seaboard. Allowing Washington 2006 to
borrow such frames will greatly reduce
a major expense of the show — the cost
of new ones. The exhibition will pay for
the delivery and return of all borrowed
frames, but still needs to purchase new
ones to make up the difference. Clubs looking for new
frames may consider buying new ones after the show,
but submit your advance order for them now! Costs are
pending.

APS Chapters are encouraged to display the Wash-
ington 2006 logo proudly on the front page of their
club newsletter. Stating the link to the Washington
2006 website, http://www.washington-2006.org/ would
be appreciated as well. When you do, please let the
Washington 2006 committee know!

Finally, consider supporting the show by becoming
members, either as individuals or as a club. Your tax-
deductible financial support would be a most wel-
comed way of supporting philately as a whole and will
help ensure the future of our hobby.

Contact Washington 2006 for any of the above by
e-mail at info@washington-2006.org or by writing to
Washington 2006, P.O. Box 2006, Ashburn, VA 20146-
2006.

Used  Stamps  Needed
Here’s a great club project!
What do you do with the stamps

found on your everyday mail? Please
don’t throw them away. Put them to
good use instead at Washington
2006, a once-a-decade international
philatelic exhibition. This is a great
opportunity to introduce beginners
of all ages to stamp collecting and
plans are well underway to make this
a memorable experience for every-
one.

Nancy  Clark’s Washington 2006
youth/beginner’s committee is starting to collect the
hundreds of thousands of stamps on and off paper to
be used during demonstrations and for distribution
to show attendees. Can you help out?

Start by cutting stamps from envelope corners,
leaving about ¼ inch of paper all the way around and
removing the paper flap on the back. Discard dam-
aged stamps, any with tape on them, and those on col-
ored paper of any kind. Then separate them into U.S.
and non-U.S. piles. Do the same for any donations of
off-paper stamps.

Place these in envelopes and mail them to W2006
Stamp Zone, c/o Joan  Bleakley, 15906 Crest Drive,
Woodbridge, VA 22191 USA. These can be sent at any
time. Include an e-mail address to be notified when
your shipment has arrived.

No contribution is too small to make a difference!

Washington 2006
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Introducing Jury continues from page 8

Mr. Clark was admitted to the APS Writers Unit
30 Philatelic Writers Hall of Fame in 1998. He is an
internationally accredited philatelic literature judge.

Guy  N.  Dillaway is a publisher of (Triad Publica-
tions) philatelic books. He has written articles for
Forerunners and is a past editor of The Northeastern
Philatelist, the journal of the Northeastern Federation
of Stamp Clubs. His current work is a book/CD about
the postal history of the Cape of Good Hope —
1853–1886.

Mr. Dillaway is a member of the Philatelic Group
of Boston, the Waltham Stamp Club, the Spellman
Museum of Stamps, and many national organizations.
He is past president of the museum (15 years and 20
years on the board). He is the exhibit chairman for
Philatelic Show, a World Series of Philately show. 

He is an accredited chief philatelic and literature
judge. Mr. Dillaway served on the APS board of vice
presidents for four years, the expert committee, and
CANEJ.

APS chapters may request a prospectus and entry
application for the 2003 APS CAC Newsletter Compe-
tition from Jane  Fohn, newsletter competition manag-
er at her address on page 2. An entry form is available
in the fall issue of the CAC Newsletter and on the
CAC website www.stamps.org/CAC/Index.htm.

There are a few company sponsored stamp clubs
in the APS Chapters program.  Among them are: Boe-
ing Employees Stamp Club, Seattle, WA, Chapter 870;
Goddard Space Flight Center Stamp Club, Greenbelt,
MD, Chapter 1027; Johnson Space Center Stamp
Club, Houston, TX, Chapter 809; Kodak Stamp Club,
Rochester, NY, Chapter 655; McDonnell Douglas Phi-
latelic Club, Laguna Beach, CA, Chapter 673.

Although I don’t work for Eastman Kodak, I’ve
been a guest member of the group for almost 10 years.
Over that time company support of the stamp club has
dwindled. 

The group meets monthly at Kodak’s recreation
facility, only about a mile from where I live. The
sprawling five-floor building houses a pool, several
gymnasia, indoor track, bowling alley, auditorium,
cafeteria, and meeting rooms used by all company
clubs. 

Meeting space is now the only support Kodak
gives the club. Gone are production support and
postage for the bi-monthly newsletter, meeting
announcements about the group in the company news-
paper, funding to support the club library, and even
the incoming company mail, source for club kiloware
enjoyed first by members and then broken down and
donated to charities.

Things started to go downhill when the recreation
facility was “outsourced” a few years ago as a costcut-

ting measure to an outside firm that now manages and
staffs the place.  The stamp club was shifted to a vari-
ety of rooms during that time, finally settling in, of all
places, the cafeteria. To be fair, I must mention that all
employee clubs sponsored by Kodak have received
similar treatment.

The biggest challenge faced by the Kodak  Stamp
Club right now is finding new members. This is espe-
cially difficult since the company doesn’t publicize the
group internally anymore. It’s up to the 50 or so club
members to tell others about it through word of
mouth.

I suspect this scenario is happening in other com-
pany-sponsored stamp clubs as well.

Herb  Wignall of the Johnson  Space  Center  Stamp
Club wrote the following about having recruiting
problems on the annual APS Chapter renewal form:
“At one time we had over 570 members of the JSC
Stamp Club. However, as the newness and uniqueness
of space travel wore off, we struggle to get 40 members
now to meetings.”

What’s going on in other company-sponsored
stamp clubs? Are you experiencing similar difficul-
ties? How are you overcoming these challenges? Send
me a note and I’ll share your thoughts in a future arti-
cle. You may write to me, Tom  Fortunato, 42 Maynard
Street, Rochester, NY 14615-2022; or e-mail
stamptmf@frontiernet.net.

Are Company-Sponsored Stamp Clubs an Endangered Species?
by Tom Fortunato, Chairman’s Column

Spruce Up Those Newsletters!
The CAC Newsletter Exchange is your chap-

ter editor’s opportunity to look for new ideas and
articles for reprint (with proper credit to the
source). There are single-page and multi-page
publications from clubs with large or small mem-
berships. To take advantage of this CAC Newslet-
ter Exchange, contact Vera  Felts, 109 Archelle
Drive, Carbondale, IL 62901-1954, or e-mail
vfelts@siu.edu. Your only expense is the postage
to forward the newsletters to the next chapter.



APS Summer Seminar on Philately
June 27–July 2, 2004 • The Atherton Hotel

State College, Pennsylvania

REGISTRATION OPENS February 1, 2004

Seminar Registration Fee — $490 for APS members • $590 for nonmembers
Note: Registration fee does not include housing for the week. Information on housing options will be provided to each registrant.

Mail completed form to APS Summer Seminar, P.O. Box 8000, State College, PA 16803-8000
For further information, phone 814-237-3803 ext. 238, fax 814-237-6128, or e-mail jehouser@stamps.org

If a spouse or guest will be accompanying you to State College (i.e., not as a student), he/she is welcome to attend the
Sunday reception, Monday and/or Thursday dinner events for the cost indicated below. Please indicate which, if any, of
those events he/she plans to attend:
______    Seminar Registration Fee (includes Sunday reception, Monday & Thursday dinners) $ _________

Name of accompanying spouse or guest _______________________________
______ Sunday reception @ $35 _________
______ Monday dinner @ $35 _________
______ Thursday dinner @ $35 _________

Please attach a note indicating any special dietary needs. Total  $ _________

Please check appropriate method of payment for fees: ❒ Enclosed is a check, made payable to APS

❒ Charge the above fee to my    ❒ VISA     ❒ MasterCard       Exp. date (mo/yr) __  __  •  __ __

Card number  __ __ __ __  •  __  __  __  __  •  __  __  __  __  •  __  __  __  __    V-Code __ __ __

Cardholder’s name (print as on card)  ____________________________________________________________________

Cardholder’s signature   ______________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name First Name & Middle Initial Age (if under 21)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Home Address: No. & St. or P.O. Box Town or City State/Province ZIP Code

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
APS Number E-mail Address Daytime Phone Number

Person and number to call in case of emergency: __________________________________________________________________

Name as you would like it to appear on name badge: _______________________________________________________________

Please check the ONE course in which you wish to enroll:

❒ Wonderful World of Prexies, Jeff Shapiro, instructor

❒ The Joys and Tribulations of Topical/Thematic Collecting and Exhibiting, Mary Ann Owens, instructor

❒ Tips, Tricks, Treasures of Philatelic Literature, Herb Trenchard and Gini Horn, instructors

❒ Stamp Technology, Wayne Youngblood, instructor

❒ Detecting Fakes, Forgeries, and Altered Stamps, Bill Dixon, instructor

Please indicate second choice if first is not available ____________________________________________________________

❒ Please list my name, course selection, collecting interests, e-mail address, and mailing address on a roster to be distributed to
the other Seminar participants.

1. Collecting interests _______________________________________________________________________________________

2. Signature (required for listing on roster) ______________________________________________________________________


