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I’ve written on this subject many times before in my column in the CAC 
Newsletter, but here it is again: To build your local club, you need (a) to get out in 
the community and fi nd the stamp collectors already out there, and (b) to introduce 
non-collectors to the hobby. 

Hats off to the Chicago Philatelic Society, APS Chapter 1, for their efforts 
in participating in the “Taste of Chicago” mega-event. It’s one of Chicago’s premier 
festivals, drawing 350,000 into the city over the 4th of July weekend to enjoy food, 
music, and more. They set up a tented hospitality pavilion and sent club members 
into the crowds handing out stamp packets to kids aged 7–15. Wow, what an 
opportunity to fi nd potential members!

Not all projects can be that monumental, but they can prove equally 
successful.

Another Illinois group, the Naperville Area Stamp Club, APS Chapter 
1404, has been around since before World War II. In May it manned a table at 
the area’s annual Naper Settlement Civil War Days, giving away about 500 free 
stamp packets to help encourage interest in the hobby. In October it’s joining forces 
with the Philatelic Club of Will County, in Joliet, to co-sponsor the 2005 Will 
County Stamp Show.

Make an impact by getting out there to “press the fl esh.” Take a look at year-
round events in your community and consider participating in one or two of 
them.

Like your group, the APS continues to explore ways to fi nd new members. 
Some of us believe that one of the best sources for new APS members is in our 
own chapter clubs. The club gets a $5 bounty for every new applicant it brings into 
the APS. Recruit fi ve new members in one calendar year, and get a year’s free dues 
as well as $25!

The reasons why people join the APS are as diverse as philately itself. Is the 
same true for why people don’t join?

Do me a favor. Ask non-APS members in your chapter why they haven’t joined. 
Then ask them what it would take to get them to sign up. Send me their responses 
by e-mail to stamptmf@frontiernet.net, or mail them to me at 28 Amberwood 
Place, Rochester, NY 14626-4166. I’ll report on these in an upcoming column.

I’m always seeking your ideas, suggestions, and items for the CAC Newsletter 
and the American Philatelist Chapter Chatter column. Send them to me at the 
contact information above.

Outreach Is Key
by Tom Fortunato

In this issue of the CACN, we are beginning a series of articles that may be 
reprinted in your chapter’s newsletter. The articles will be one-page long and 
include illustrations. Each article will be specifi cally designed as a master copy for 
reproducing in your publication.

The fi rst article is “King Albert: Belgium’s 1915 Semi-Postal Stamps” by Kimber 
A. Wald. You will fi nd it elsewhere in this newsletter.

The articles will feature a single stamp or a series of stamps. They will appear in 
each of the three issues of the CACN published yearly.

Reprintable Articles for Chapter Newsletters
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• Further Information — The CAC Newsletter is 
a quarterly publication of the Chapter Activities 
Committee of the American Philatelic Society. 
Further information on the Chapter Activities 
Committee or on Chapter club membership 
in the APS is available from the Committee 
members listed on this page or from the APS, 
100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823.

• Address Changes — Any address changes for 
Chapter mailings from APS should be sent to APS 
Headquarters at the address above or  phone 814-
933-3803, or fax 814-933-6128. Please do not 
send address changes to committee members.

• Reprinting Policy — Individuals or Chapters 
are welcome to reprint material from the CAC 
Newsletter, with proper credit given to the source.

• Copies of the CACN — Subscriptions of the CACN 
are available from the APS for those dedicated club 
members who want newsletters of their own. Cost is 
$8 per year. Send a check payable to the APS, attention 
CACN Subscription and specify CAC Newsletters.
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I have found a venue that supports family activities 
— KIDSfest. I had read and heard about this event 
previously, but this year I decided to attend for myself and 
see what it was all about. I left the show very enthused, 
because I could see the possibilities and impact it could 
have for introducing stamp collecting to thousands who 
might never have thought of stamps as a hobby.

My local library distributes a free monthly magazine 
that serves as a family resource. Metroparent (a greater 
Milwaukee-area publication) provides advice and feature 
articles related to raising happy and healthy children. 
Advertising focuses on meeting the needs of families and 
children. The magazine is distributed at more than 700 
locations throughout southeastern Wisconsin. Perhaps a 
large urban area near you offers a similar publication.

Metroparent recently hosted a two-day weekend 
festival of fun, entertainment, learning, and activities. 
KIDSfest was no small show. It was held at our new 
State Fair Park Expo Center and attracted thousands of 
parents with their children. The aisles were as crowded as 
any I’ve seen at the state fair. And the event was free!

The entire atmosphere was kid-friendly. From the 
moment you walked in the door, there was something 
for everyone. The show attracted families with toddlers 
as well as those in the upper elementary grades. There 
were three special stages that offered virtually non-stop 
entertainment. Seven themed pavilion areas offered 
additional presentations and entertaining hands-on 
activities. In addition, there were 120 exhibitors offering 
ideas and information about vacations, schools, camps, 
museums, athletic activities, health care, and more. These 
vendors, although there for the purpose of distributing 
information to adults, had many interesting ways to attract 
the youth as well by offering them hands-on activities, 
distributing coloring and activity sheets, having attractive 
displays, etc.

Being impressed by the event, I sought out the 

hosts of the show. I talked to them about the possibility 
of including an exhibit promoting the stamp-collecting 
hobby. They were very receptive to the idea. We also 
discussed involving the United States Postal Service by 
offering a special event cancellation, with the possibility 
of making it into a design contest that could be put into 
their magazine and offer another opportunity to get youth 
engaged in positive activities.

It is too early to know just what may develop for next 
year, but I think that this Milwaukee-area event has great 
potential to make adults and children aware of our hobby. 
There is a charge for the table space — even for non-
profi t organizations. I know that my local club cannot 
afford to undertake this project. However, perhaps grants 
could be written. Maybe several philatelic organizations 
could band together to support this endeavor. Just think 
of the possibilities — it boggles the mind!

Parents cannot engage children in hobbies and 
interests that they know very little or nothing about. 
This would be a great way to make them aware of just 
how interesting our hobby can be. Colorful kid-friendly 
displays, interesting hands-on activities, and more. 
Perhaps the parents and grandparents who brought the 
children would have their collecting interests rekindled. 
Maybe a teacher would see the value of using stamps in 
the classroom. This could be an exciting opportunity for 
philately.

(The above article was originally written for and appeared in 
the July–August 2005, issue of Topical Time, the journal of the 
American Topical Association.)

In another interesting promotion, the Chicago 
Philatelic Society planned to give away many thousands 
of stamps on July 2, 2005, in Grant Park at Taste 
of Chicago. Volunteers worked in teams of two, to 
distribute the stamps.

The Chicago Philatelic Society is completing its 
second year of the Stamps for Kids program. They have 
donated hundreds of thousands of stamps to youngsters 

through Chicago schools, libraries, and park 
programs. In 2004, Andrew Oleksiuk, as a one-
man trial of this year’s project, personally handed out 
packets of stamps targeting youth between the ages of 
7–15 years and accompanied by parents.

The 2005 give-away utilized more volunteers and 
established a CPS picnic base to serve as a hospitality 
area for members and other volunteers to use as 
a meeting place as well as a resting area. Members 
also were invited to bring along their collectibles or 
exhibits to share with those attending the event.

What kind of youth/beginning promotions does 
your club sponsor? I’d love to hear about them. Please 

write with your ideas and suggestions to MaryAnn 
Bowman, P.O. Box 1451, Waukesha, WI  53187.

KIDSfest, by MaryAnn Bowman, Youth Activities Manager

Above, an APS StampCamp student shows his “Design a Stamp” 
page and right students help each other search for stamps.
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Does your club have the same people as club offi cers 
year after year after year? Does the same small group 
inter-change offi ces? Does the club lack new ideas and 
opportunities for new members, if any choose to join? If 
so, read on and see how a combination of circumstances 
has kept our club supplied with new people as all four of 
its elected offi cers. While everything that has worked for 
us may not work for you, some of the of the ideas may, or 
they may work with local modifi cations.

Our stamp club has been fairly successful in avoiding 
having the same people serve as the club’s four offi cers 
for years on end. The forty-six-year-old constitution and 
bylaws forbid having anyone serve in the same offi ce for 
more than two years in a row. Terms of offi ce for the 
offi cers are one year, but the expectation is that everyone 
will serve two consecutive terms. The club is the Cuy-
Lor Stamp Club, in northeast Ohio. There are about 
fi fty club members, of whom more than thirty-fi ve 
attend at least one meeting a quarter. There are about 
twenty meetings in a normal year, with a usual attendance 
around twenty-fi ve.

Generally we have been able to get members to serve 
in new offi ces every two years. There is a clear progression 
— treasurer to secretary to vice-president to president. 
Most people move through the four positions. There 
has been only one contested election (two candidates for 
secretary) in my thirteen years in the club.

Occasionally someone is unwilling or unable to serve 
in all four jobs. We have had treasurers who skipped being 
secretary, treasurers who have been unwilling to serve in 
any higher position, one vice-president who developed 
other interests before becoming president, and one vice-
president who moved out-of-state after his fi rst term. 
This sometimes means fi lling an offi cer position with 
someone who may already have held that post, to fi ll the 
unexpectedly open position. For example, in the past 
fourteen years, we have recycled fi ve presidents back as 
president for one-year terms, as well as four presidents 
who served two consecutive terms and one who served 
only one term.

A three-member committee chooses offi cer 
nominees. This committee nominates a slate of four 
offi cers and one director. (There are three directors, 
serving three-year terms with one term expiring every 
year.) The committee quite often has problems fi lling the 
fi ve slots, but with some pressure from the committee 
and serving offi cers and some cooperation from the other 
members, we always have had a full slate proposed by the 
month before the election.

The Show Chairman has a major responsibility each 
year. We do not have any formal requirements about how 
to fi ll that position, but my instructions to the Nominating 
Committees I have named have been to come up with 
an offi cer slate that leaves one or more good and willing 

show chair candidates. In the previous twelve years, we 
have never had the same show chairman two years in a 
row, and have had at least eight different show chairs. 
This year we broke with tradition and will have the same 
show chair as last year.

We have an informal requirement that the president 
must have served as show chair. We broke that rule in 
2004 when no one would take the presidency except a 
member who agreed to serve his fi rst time as an offi cer 
as vice-president in 2003. (The vice-president in 2002 
moved out of state after his fi rst term.) The lesson here is 
to keep an open mind about candidate requirements.

Let’s quantify Cuy-Lor’s success in rotating offi ces 
among the membership. In the last fourteen years, we 
have had eight different members serve as president, 
ten serve as vice-president (one president died in offi ce, 
producing two presidents and two vice-presidents that 
year), eight serve as secretary, and seven serve as treasurer. 
One president will have served for three-and-one-half 
years at the end of this year, and another one has already 
served for three years in that period. No vice-president 
has served for more than two years, nor has any treasurer. 
One secretary will have served for three years of the past 
fourteen as of the end 2005.

The reasons Cuy-Lor has been successful include:

• The original 1959 constitution set term limits.

• It has been club practice to abide by the term limits 
set by the constitution.

• We have been fortunate in having two to four 
members join each year, giving us new members 
from whom to fi nd offi cers.

• There are enough active and willing members to 
enable the club to fi nd new offi cers when term limits 
force changes.

• The annual nominating committee has been diligent 
and forceful enough to get members to agree to serve 
as offi cers.

What works for Cuy-Lor in its specifi c circumstances 
won’t necessarily work for other clubs, but I would be glad 
to try to answer any questions readers might have. The 
club mailing address is Stan Fairchild, P.O. Box 45042, 
Westlake, OH 44145. My e-mail address is napoleon@
voyager.net.

Rotating Offi cers — Keeping Things Fresh, by Stan Fairchild

The Cuy-Lor Stamp Club meets at 8 pm the 
2nd and 4th Friday of the month; except July, 
August and December when they meet the 2nd 
Friday only.

 Meetings are held at the West Park United 
Church of Christ, 3909 Rocky River Dr., 
Cleveland.
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Not Just Another Trophy, by Denise Stotts, Stamp Club Operations Manager

I have a friend who is very disabled. She has groceries 
brought in and is very dependent on her friends. I try to 
help her, but am limited in what I can do.

We both thought that the annual picnic for one of 
our local clubs was going to be held at its usual place 
this year. Well it isn’t. It is at a park that everyone has to 
walk down a long, long hill to reach. There is no way my 
friend or I can do that.

The monthly meetings for this club are held at the 
high school. If we enter through the north entrance, as 
I push the wheelchair, it seems like 4–5 miles. I know 
this is an exaggeration, but that is how it feels. There is 
a door directly into the room from the outside, but the 
President, who runs the club, has not found out how to 
get it unlocked.

Both my friend and I are life members of the club, 
and neither of us has been to a meeting for many months 
because of this.

I really hope that the clubs are aware that we stamp 
collecting members are aging, and some of us need a little 
help. Clubs should be cognizant of the fact that user-
friendly facilities are not only a convenience, but also a 
necessity for some members.

Some time ago, we talked about awards that are available from national 
societies. But once you have those, as well as medals and/or ribbons for your 
club awards, what do you do about those special prizes for the Grand, Reserve 
Grand, etc.?

Here are a few ideas that might work for your club. First, consider something 
that will remind the winner of your show. Perhaps something that is unique to 

your geographic part of the country or your city. Some examples that I have seen 
are porcelain peaches on a nice base from the show in Georgia (then known as the 

Peach State Stamp Show), small replicas of the St. Louis Arch from the St. Louis Stamp 
Expo, and beautiful glass replicas of the capitol dome from NAPEX in Washington, DC.

Another idea is to fi nd a local artisan to create something unique for your awards. 
INDYPEX, in Indianapolis, has wonderful glass paperweights made by a local glass artist. In 
Houston, for several years we had a local leather artist create one-of-a-kind briefcases, 
checkbook covers, binders and portfolios for our special awards. A good place to locate some 

of these artisans might be the holiday arts and craft shows that many schools and churches 
hold in the fall (that’s how I met the leather artist).

Sometimes, you might be able to tie in the awards to the show theme. When the 
lighthouse stamps came out, Garfi eld-Perry’s March Party gave miniature lighthouses 

for many of the special awards and had a local artist paint watercolors of Great Lakes 
lighthouses for the large awards, which also had the geographic connection.

If your club has interesting awards, please let me know and I will write about them in a future article. Also, if your 
club has any ideas of a subject that you would like to see addressed here, please let me know! Denise Stotts, P.O. Box 
690042, Houston, TX 77269-0042.

Easier Access for Meetings
by June Berwald

Washington 2006, the international philatelic exhibit-
ion planned for May 27–June 3, 2006 at the Washington, 
DC Convention Center, is offering APS Chapter clubs 
an exhibit for display at local stamp shows.

The sixteen pages of 8.5x11-inch sheets, produced by 
Washington 2006 Vice President Steve Luster, are fi lled 
with detailed information about the show. The color 
display can be found online at http://www.washington-
2006.org/wpromoexhibits.htm entitled, “Washington 
2006 Details.”  

Show organizers may either print the exhibit out 
directly through links on 
the website or request that 
a copy be mailed to them 
and forwarded on to another 
show.

For more information, 
please contact the exhibit 
coordinator, George Fekete, by 
e-mail at gfekete@rochester.
rr.com. Be sure to mention 
the dates of your local stamp 
show.

Washington 2006 Offers 
   Promotional Frame
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KUDOS to the 
APS chapter editors 
who entered their 
publications in the 
CAC 2004 Newsletter 
Competition! The 
thirty-three com–peting 
publications were on 
display at STAMPSHOW

August 4–7, 2005, 
in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan.

The purpose of 
the competition is to 

spotlight stamp 
club and federation 
n e w s l e t t e r 
editors. These 
editors deserve 
recognition for 
their untiring 
work, and in 
addition receive 
assistance in 
improving the 

content and format of their publications.

The 2004 Newsletters were judged by a panel of three 
APS-accredited judges who are experienced writers. They 
were Peter K. Iber, F. Burton Sellers, and Paul Tyler.

Award levels are as follows:

Class IIA — single-page (membership under 100)
Vermeil
Driftwood, Long Beach Stamp Club

Lloyd Baumann (Long Beach, CA)

Silver 
Philatelic Bulletin, Sarasota Philatelic Club

 Jack Seaman (Sarasota, FL)

Silver-bronze
Huntsville Philatelic Club Newsletter, Huntsville 

Philatelic Club 
Arthur Cole (Huntsville, AL)

Class IIIA — multi-page (membership under 100)
Gold 
The Crescent City & Triangle News Bulletin, Crescent City 

Stamp Club
Edgar W. Jatho Jr. (Metairie, LA)

The Park Forest Stamp Club Newsletter, Park Forest 
Stamp Club 
Duane Larson of (Park Forest, IL)

Graebner Gazette, Robert C. Graebner Chapter of the 
American First Day Cover Society 
Rollin F. Berger Jr. (Annapolis Junction, MD)

SISC Newsletter, Southern Illinois 
   Stamp Club 
   Vera Felts (Carbondale, IL)

Westmoreland County Philatelic Society 
Newsletter, Westmoreland County 
   Philatelic Society 
   James Vaughn (Norvelt, PA)

The Wichita Stamp Club Newsletter, Wichita
   Stamp Club
   Neal E. Danielson (Wichita, KS) 

Vermeil 
The Philatelic Gazette, Albuquerque 
   Philatelic Society 
   Paul L. Morton (Albuquerque, NM)

CPS Bulletin, Chicago Philatelic Society 
   Randall Sherman (Chicago, IL)

 Unhinged, Clermont County Stamp Club 
   Gordon R. D. Milne (Milford, OH)

The Perf Gauge, Joplin Stamp Club 
   Ron Demery (Joplin, MO)

Knoxville Philatelic Society News, Knoxville 
Philatelic Society 
Jim Pettway (Knoxville, TN)

APS CAC 2004 Newsletter Competition Awards
by Jane King Fohn, Manager, Newsletter Competition
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The Ventura County Philatelic Society Newsletter, Ventura 
County Philatelic Society 
John Weigle (Ventura, CA)

Silver 
Charlottesville Stamp Club Newsletter, Charlottesville 

Stamp Club 
William W. Sihler (Charlottesville, VA)

Chattanooga Stamp Club Newsletter, Chattanooga 
Stamp Club 
Bob Davidson (Chattanooga, TN)

Stamping Around, Mountain Home Area Stamp Club 
Lorraine Burdick (Mountain Home, AR)

Post Boy, Nevada Stamp Study Society 
Howard Grenzebach (Lemmon Valley, NV)

South Miami Stamp Club Newsletter, Stamp South 
Miami Club 
Enrique Setaro (Miami, FL)

Silver-bronze 
STAMPede, Erie Stamp Club 

Nancy and Bill Godfrey (Fairview, PA)

SSC Bulletin, Saugeen Stamp Club 
D. J. Measures (Clifford, ON, Canada)

The Western Reserve Philatelist, Warren Area Stamp Club 
A. J. Savakis (Warren, OH)

Class IIIB — multi-page (membership over 100)
Gold 
The Mayfl ower, American Stamp Club of Great Britain 

John A. Edwards (Pontefract, West Yorkshire, 
England)

The Shoe Box, Lakeshore Stamp Club, Inc., 

Raymond W. Ireson (Roxboro, QC, Canada)

Vermeil 
Philatelist, Calgary Philatelic Society 

Dale Speirs (Calgary, AB, Canada)

MSC Monthly Bulletin, Merchantville Stamp Club 
Stephanos Hadjiyannis (Cherry Hill, NJ)

Stamping Around, Mid-Cities Stamp Club 
Peter C. Elias (Plano, TX)

Wilkinsburg Stamp Club Newsletter, Wilkinsburg 
Stamp Club 
Tom Reiff (Pittsburgh, PA)

Silver 
Stamp Club Newsletter, Calumet Stamp Club 

Jerry Emerson (Merrillville, IN)

Chatter and Postscript, Corn Belt Philatelic Society 
Janice Jenkins (Bloomington, IL)

Stamp Club Newsletter, Venice Stamp Club 
Wesley N. Tabor (Venice, FL)

Class IV — federation publications
Gold 
Stamp Insider, Federation of Central New York Philatelic 

Society 
Albert W. Starkweather (Tampa, FL)

A prospectus/entry form for newsletters published 
during 2005 is included in this CACN. Information is 
available from Jane Fohn, CAC Newsletter Competition 
Manager, 10325 Little Sugar Creek, Converse, TX 78109-
2409 USA or e-mail janekfohn@sbcglobal.net. The entry 
prospectus/form also will be available online at the CAC 
website www.stamps.org/CAC/index.htm.

John Hotchner, a well-known and long-time writer, 
sent the CAC a few hundred of his “Stamp Club Idea 
Trading Post” columns that were published between 
1977–1995 in Stamp Collector. There are 400 articles 
subdivided into twenty-two categories covering 
subjects from attendance to youth.

The articles may be used for ideas and information 
to enhance membership drives and to fi nd innovative 
activities for meeting programs. They may be viewed on 
CD by individual collectors or reproduced in chapter 
newsletters with proper credit given.

To view and/or print these fi les from the CD, insert 
the disk into your CD drive. Using Microsoft Word or 
Word Perfect, go to File in your program and open the 
CD. You’ll see a listing of all the folders and one titled 
“Contents.” Open Contents from Microsoft Word 
and select the folder and fi le you want to use. Go back 
to Microsoft Word and select File; open, select Insert, 
Picture, from CD fi les; click on the folder desired and 
then click on the fi le you want within the folder to 

open it. You will have your fi le on the screen! You may 
change its size using the same procedure you would use 
to size clip art or other graphics. These fi les should print 
in good quality.

You may order the CD by sending your request with 
$2 postpaid to United States addresses or $4 foreign to 
Hotchner CD, 28 Amberwood Place, Rochester, NY 
14262-4166. Make checks or money orders payable to 
Tom Fortunato, and allow 2–3 weeks for delivery.

Club Operations CD Available
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You have seen the sample APS CAC Newsletter 
Competition Judge’s Work Sheet that was attached to the 
Spring/Summer 2005 (issue #2) CAC Newsletter. This 
work sheet gives you an opportunity to see the areas in 
which newsletters are evaluated.

John Kevin Doyle, Reuben (Ben) A. Ramkissoon, 
and Ken Trettin will be judging the newsletters published 
in 2005. All three gentlemen are APS-accredited literature 
judges. They will praise chapter publication’s good points, 
and make constructive suggestions for improvements.

JOHN KEVIN DOYLE has edited Vorlãufer, journal of 
the German Colonies Collectors Group, for more than 
twenty years. He has published articles in fi fteen different 
philatelic journals in the United States, Britain, Germany, 
Portugal, South Africa, and New Zealand, including two 
articles in the Congress Book, one of which won the Jere 
Hess Barr award.

He has been an APS-Accredited Literature Judge for 
six years, and will have served on six juries in the United 
States and Canada by the time of the next APS CAC 
Newsletter Competition.

Doyle is a member of several philatelic organizations, 
including more than twenty-fi ve years with the APS, two 
collector groups in Germany, and one in Britain. He is 
a director of the Chicago Philatelic Society and of the 
Western Philatelic Library, a member of Council of the 
American Philatelic Congress, and a candidate for vice-
president of the Fellowship of Samoa Specialists and for 
vice-president of the Chicago Philatelic Society.

He collects German Colonies stamps and postal 
history, philatelic literature, used Hawaiian postal cards, 
used United States postal cards, and perfi ns. He has 
been the philatelic and literature exhibits chairman for 
CHICAGOPEX since 2000.

DR. REUBEN (BEN) A. RAMKISSOON has been an 
APS-Accredited Literature Judge since 1999. Having 
served on the jury of the CAC Newsletter Competition 
in the past, he is pleased to serve again with a most cordial 
panel of literature jurors.

He served as editor of his college newspaper, as well 
as editor of the Chicago Air Mail Society Bulletin and the 
United Nations of Chicagoland Collectors Courier. He 
is best known for his extensive philatelic research and 
writing in astrophilately, aerophilately, Mahatma Gandhi, 
and British Colonies, especially in wide aspects of the 
philately of Trinidad and Tobago and Anguilla. Feature 
articles by him have been published in a number of 
philatelic journals, including The London Philatelist, The 
American Philatelist, Postal History Journal, and Collectors 
Club Philatelist. Regular columns and feature articles 
by him appear in the Astrophile (Journal of Astrophilately), 
British Caribbean Philatelic Journal, Airpost Journal, and 

COMPEX Directory.

Dr. Ramkissoon has received a number of awards for 
his philatelic writing and research, including the Bernice 
Scholl Award for the best article in Astrophile, the Stanley 
Durnin Award for the best article in British Caribbean 
Philatelic Journal, and the Ben Reeves Award for the best 
article in the COMPEX Directory Literature Division. Ben is 
the recipient of the 2003 APS Luff Award for distinguished 
philatelic research.

KEN TRETTIN has been the editor of The American 
Revenuer for twenty-nine years. During that time he 
also has edited several books for the American Revenue 
Association. Starting with the 2006 book, he will be the 
editor of the American Philatelic Congress book. He is an 
APS-accredited judge and an accredited chief literature 
judge. Philatelic literature is slowly becoming the most 
important facet of his collecting.

The deadline for entries in the 2005 APS CAC 
Newsletter Competition is January 15, 2006. The 
prospectus/entry form for newsletters published during 
2005 is elsewhere in this CACN. Information may be 
requested from Jane Fohn, Manager, CAC Newsletter 
Competition, 10325 Little Sugar Creek, Converse, TX 
78109-2409 or e-mail janekfohn@sbcglobal.net. This 
prospectus/entry form also will be available on-line at 
CAC’s website www.stamps.org/CAC/index.htm.

2005 APS CAC Newsletter Competition Jury
by Jane King Fohn, Newsletter Competition Manager

Here’s an Idea!
The German Philatelic Society of 

Lakeland, Florida, has a fun activity. Members’ 
contributions fi ll a “big jar” with on- and 
off-paper stamps. When the jar is fi lled, it is 
auctioned off.
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On January 1, 2005, the American Philatelic Society 
began the new year with a new club for youth — Young 
Stamp Collectors of America (YSCA). This fi rst-class 
division of the APS is devoted to supporting stamp 
collecting among individual young people, up to age 18.

YSCA members enjoy a quarterly electronic newsletter, 
discounted prices on selected collecting supplies, a 
dedicated website, online support via e-mail, a monthly 
e-meeting, and “live” member meetings twice a year.

The fi rst offi cial YSCA meeting was held in 
February at AMERISTAMP Expo 2005, in Atlanta, Georgia. 
The second meeting was held in August at the APS 
STAMPSHOW in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Each YSCA 
member attending the meetings received a special First 
Day Cover, t-shirt, and a treasure bag. Subsequent 
“live” meetings will be held at the APS STAMPSHOW and 
AMERISTAMP Expo each year.

Monthly electronic meetings began in March, 
courtesy of the Virtual Stamp Club, which is allowing 
the YSCA to use its website, www.virtualstampclub.com. 
YSCA members from California to New York, and from 
Georgia to Michigan attend these meetings.

Members receive the quarterly YSCA E-Newsletter. 
This colorful newsletter is devoted to articles of interest 
by and for young collectors. Each issue features columns 
on Topical Collecting, Stamp Collecting Basics, and 
Where Is It? Other newsletter highlights include new 
U.S. stamps, special cancellations, activities, contests, 
club news, and special stamp offers. Youth and 
supporting members are invited to submit articles 
for publication.

The APS decision to create YSCA was prompted 
by the Society’s desire to promote the hobby to young 
people on the Internet. Youth Coordinator Janet 
Houser is orchestrating this new adventure, with 
support from volunteers and APS staff. The new club 
complements other existing APS youth programs, 
including the APS All  Star Stamp Clubs.

To join the YSCA as an adult member and 
show your support for young collectors, check our 
websiteat http://www.stamps.org/ysca/intro.htm. You can 
also sample our e-newsletter — a supporting member 
benefi t — at http://www.stamps.org/ysca/news/summer_
05.pdf. As a supporting adult member you may join our 
monthly e-meetings held on the fi rst Sunday of each 
month from 7–8 p.m., Eastern Time. To learn more, and 
to get continued access to these quarterly e-newsletters, 
join now! Please call Janet at 814-933-3820, e-mail ysca@
stamps.org, or write to YSCA, 100 Match Factory Place, 
Bellefonte, PA 16823. We look forward to hearing from 
you soon!

The Young Stamp Collectors of America, and You 
by Janet Houser 
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Many philatelists took up 
our hobby because they like 
history and geography. I became 
a collector in the fi fth grade 

when we were studying these two subjects for the fi rst 
time. Coincidentally, my father brought home from work 
one day a cover that arrived at his offi ce from the Union 
of South Africa, because it was from so far away and on 
it was a tiny stamp, which we now call a “Bantam.” He 
thought the cover would be of interest to me. The cover 
linked up with my schoolwork and I have been enjoyably 
“trapped” for decades.

In 1927 Canada marked the 60th anniversary of 
Confederation formation with the issuance of six stamps, 
the Confederation Issue (Scott 141–145; E3). A committee 
appointed by the government to organize celebrations of 
the Diamond Jubilee recommended issuance of a series 
of stamps and these resulted. Not only are they very 
attractive engraved stamps in the style of bygone days, but 
also they drip with historical signifi cance.

1-cent #141
Sir John A. Macdonald (1815–1891) was the fi rst Prime 

Minister of the Dominion of Canada. A conservative, he 
served two terms, 1867–1873 and 1878–1891. By 1873, 

his goal of seeing a unifi ed British North America was 
completed, with the exception of Newfoundland.

2-cent #142
In September 1864 delegates from the British 

North American colonies met in this room at Province 
House, Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, to discuss 
the union that was to come on July 1, 1867. The stamp 
design is taken from a painting by Robert Harris entitled 
Fathers of Confederation. The painting was located in the 
Railway Committee room of the Centre Block Parliament 
Building and unfortunately was destroyed when the 
building caught fi re on February 16, 1916.

This is the second time the Robert Harris painting 
was used. In 1917 the 50th anniversary of Confederation 
was marked with the issuance of Scott 135. This 
design was controversial since seven of the Fathers of 
Confederation at the right side were omitted due to stamp 
design preparation considerations. This mistake was not 
repeated ten years later!

3-cent #143
When the Centre Block Parliament building burned 

in 1916, the entire structure (except for the Library and 
the northwest wing) was reduced to a charred shell. Work 
promptly began to rebuild the Centre Block and it was 
completed in 1922. It is this fi ve-year old reconstructed 
building that is shown on the stamp.

5-cent #144
Sir Wilfrid Laurier (1841B1919) provides political and 

ethnic balance to the issue. A liberal, he became a member 
of the Dominion cabinet in 1877 and was elected the fi rst 
French Canadian Prime Minister in 1896. His home as 
Prime Minister, Laurier House, is a national historic site 
in Ottawa and is well worth a visit when done examining 
the National Postal Museum!

12-cent #145
Map of Canada, 1867–1927. This interesting design 

shows a geographical contrast of Canada after 60 years. 
The dark blue shading at the lower right shows what 
united in 1867. The lighter blue tacks on all the central 
and western provinces that joined subsequently. Still 
missing: Newfoundland and Labrador.

20-cent #146
The Confederation special delivery stamp presents 

the evolution of mail delivery through the six decades 
of Confederation. We see pony express, dog team, train, 
ocean liner, and air mail forms of delivery illustrated. 
Some believe this to be the most attractive Canadian 
special delivery stamp issued.

A set of three stamps called the Historical Issue (Scott 
146–148) also was issued June 29, 1927, to mark the 
Confederation. However, they are another story — one 
that can be presented at another time.

Researching History Can Be Philatelic Fun, by Kimber A. Wald
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I n  August 1830 the largely French Catholic 
southern Netherlands revolted against 
Protestant government of the North, and 

by November, Europe’s great powers were meeting 
in London to try to settle the dispute. The conference 
ultimately recognized the independence of the southern 
section as the modern nation of Belgium. The Belgians 
elected Prince Leopold of Saxe-Coburg as king. By 1839 
the articles of separation had been agreed upon, with 
Belgium becoming a constitutional monarchy. Among 
the fi ve powers guaranteeing Belgian independence were 
Great Britain and Prussia.

Leopold I was succeeded by his son, Leopold II, who 
ruled from 1865 until 1908. Upon his death his nephew, 
Albert I, became king. Albert was to become a fi gure 
of unity in a country split between French-speaking 
Walloons and Flemish-speaking Flemings.

Prussia became the basis for the grouping of 
Germanic states that became the modern nation 
of Germany. As such, Germany inherited Prussia’s 
commitment to Belgium’s independence. But when 

Germany made contingency plans for a war against 
France, the plans included violation of Belgian 
neutrality to out-fl ank French fortresses along the 
Franco-German border. On August 2, 1914, as 
war rapidly approached, Germany demanded the 
right of unimpeded passage across Belgium. Albert 
was deeply involved in discussions. The eventual 
decision was that it would be sacrifi cing the nation’s 
honor to agree to the demand and Belgium so 
replied to Germany. Germany promptly invaded, 
and Great Britain declared war on Germany in 
defense of Belgian independence. Over the next 

two and one-half months, the German army occupied 
almost all of Belgium.

The occupied territory included the government 
printing works at Malines and contract printing facilities 
in Antwerp. The unoccupied Belgian towns were small, 
so there was no way for Belgium to produce stamps 
domestically. A stamp contract was concluded with Great 
Britain’s Waterlow. The fi rst Waterlow stamps were the 
Albert I semi-postal stamps to benefi t the Red Cross, 
shown at top.

Albert remained a very popular and unifying fi gure 
for Belgians during the war, as was his Bavarian wife, 
Queen Elisabeth. His image appeared on the lower 
values of the defi nitives released later in 1915, and on the 
similar but color-changed and surcharged semi-postals of 
1918. Albert lived until February 1934 when he died in a 
mountain climbing accident.

Bibliography
William Langer, An Encyclopedia of World History (Houghton 

Miffl in Company, Boston, 1972).

King Albert: Belgium’s 1915 Semi-postal Stamps, by Kimber A. Wald

Washington
2006

May 27–June 3

APS Summer
Seminar
June 4–9

The Ultimate Philatelic Vacation:
Washington 2006 AND APS Summer Seminar

2006 will mark the first time Summer 
Seminar is held in its new home,
the American Philatelic Center 

in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania —a scenic 
4-hour drive from Washington, DC.

Come join us, and extend
the boundaries of your 
philatelic education!

Watch the pages of The 
American Philatelist for more 

details, coming soon.



2005 APS CAC NEWSLETTER COMPETITION

1 Deadline for receipt of all entries is January 15, 2006.

2. Entries must be sent to:  APS Chapter Newsletter Competition
   Jane King Fohn, Manager
   10325 Little Sugar Creek
   Converse, TX 78109-2409

3. Newsletters published during 2005 are eligible for this Competition. Submit the three most
recent issues. Three (3) copies of each issue must accompany each entry form.

4. Entries must be submitted by the editor or an offi cer of the APS Chapter.

5. All entries will become the property of APS and will be donated to the APS for the American 
Philatelic Research Library and the CAC Newsletter Exchange.

 

CHAPTER NEWSLETTER CLASSES

Class I: Novice. Publications started on or after January 1, 2005. 

Class II: Publications that are single-page (single- or double-sided).
 Division A: Club membership of 100 or less. 
 Division B: Club membership of over 100. 

Class III: Publications that have multiple pages. 
 Division A: Club membership of 100 or less. 
 Division B: Club membership of over 100. 

Class IV Multiple-page publications from federations. 

Entry Form
2005 APS Chapter Newsletter Comptition

Type or Print Legibly

Newsletter Title:  ____________________________________________________________________

Newsletter Class: (check one):   Novice    Single-Page    Multi-Page    Federation 

APS Chapter Name: _________________________________________  Chapter #:  ____________

Membership (check one):   5-99    Over 100   Number of Members in Chapter: _____________

Editor’s Name:  _____________________________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________  State: ________  ZIP+4:  ______________

Telephone: _____________________________  E-mail:  ____________________________________

Deadline for entries is January 15, 2006.
Three (3) copies of the last three (3) issues published

must accompany each entry form.


