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by Tom Fortunato, Chairman

An opportunity like this comes only once a decade. It’s the World 
Series, the Super Bowl, and the Olympics all rolled into one for stamp 
collectors. Unless you’ve been on another planet for the past few years, 
you’ll know that I’m writing about WASHINGTON 2006, the international 
philatelic exhibition taking place May 27 to June 3 at the Washington DC 
Convention Center.

Planning for an event of this magnitude begins at least ten years before 
it takes place. Organizers of WASHINGTON 2006 have worked tirelessly 
through the years to make the show a reality. All are volunteers. I consider 
myself somewhat of a late-comer to the W2006 team, having been asked 
to head up media communications in 2001, helping with the exhibition’s 
website, press releases, and other public relations functions.

Why should you consider a visit to WASHINGTON 2006? There will be 
something for everyone at the show. Don’t believe for a minute that this 
is only for the “rich and famous” of our hobby!

Sure, you’ll see the gems of philately; one-of-a-kind items worth tens 
of millions of dollars. I can never afford them, neither probably can you, 
but we can all enjoy them nevertheless. Many can be found in the Court 
of Honor, along with items from The Royal Philatelic Collection of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and other prominent collections. Others can 
be seen among the many frames of competitive exhibits, where the world’s 
best vie for medals, special prizes, and the grand prizes. In all, more than 
60,000 pages of material will be on display under one roof.

How about uncovering a gem of your own? More than 200 dealers 
have taken booths at the exhibition. Some are familiar names to people 
who attend national level shows in the U.S.; others come from the four
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 Join Me at Washington 2006, continued from page 1

corners of the earth, bringing material seldom seen 
here. Yes, they’ll have expensive material with them, 
but you’ll also fi nd much more moderately priced 
items in their stock as well. Several offi cial auctions 
are planned during W2006.

Don’t forget that postal administrations and their 
agents will be in attendance selling new their countries’ 
issues at face value. Many will be sponsoring fi rst day 
ceremonies for their issues during the exhibition, 
including the United States, Canada, United Nations, 
Israel, and Marshall Islands, just to name a few.

Kids should fi nd plenty of fun things to do at 
WASHINGTON 2006. Two areas have been set aside for 
youth activities at the show:

• The past comes alive in the historical Kids Zone. 
Join heroes of the past like Ben Franklin, Lewis and 
Clark, and the Jamestown founders as they explain 
their role in American history. Attend “story-telling 
with stamps” sessions, play Stamp Jeopardy, and read 
about modern-day heroes through letters written by 
youngsters taking part in a nationwide contest.

• The U.S. Postal Service is sponsoring the Kidz 
Stamp Zone. This area features computer kiosks, a 3-D 
exhibit depicting the “largest, fastest, loudest, longest, 
deepest” Wonders of America, a video explaining how 
stamps are made, and more.

Educational opportunities abound at WASHINGTON 
2006. Nearly eighty societies, covering a variety of 
specialties in the hobby, will be hosting seminars, 
lectures, and membership meetings throughout the 
eight days of the show. This is a great way to learn about 
a possible new collecting interest.

The wealth of knowledge found among the pages of 
philatelic literature is staggering. More than 220 books, 
catalogues, and electronic works have been entered 
into competition, all vying for medals and awards. All 
can be viewed by the public in the literature area on the 
show’s fl oor.

WASHINGTON 2006 starts on the Saturday of 
Memorial Day weekend and runs for eight days. What 
a perfect opportunity for a family getaway!

Washington, DC is an easy city to get to. It’s an 
easy day’s drive for anyone within a 250-mile radius. 
Three regional airports — Reagan National, Dulles 
International, and Baltimore-Washington International 
— offer hundreds of fl ights on many airlines. DC is a 
major hub of Amtrak’s national rail system. Greyhound 
bus lines provides another alternative means of 
transportation to the nation’s capital, with round-
trip specials between Washington and New York City 
costing as little as $40.

Seven hotels within a few blocks of the DC 
Convention Center, site of W2006, are offering 
discounted blocks of rooms, while supplies, last from 

$110–$169 per room per night. More economically 
priced hotels and motels can be found in the areas 
around the airports in the DC suburbs, which provide 
easy access to the Metro trains leading into the city and 
beyond.

Washington is home to hundreds of free museums 
and attractions. Heading the list are dozens of sites 
operated by the Smithsonian Institution. Take your 
pick of subjects from art, history, science, and space 
at museums right on The Mall itself. Don’t forget the 
National Postal Museum as well! All are surrounded by 
the many monuments and buildings familiar to people 
around the world: The White House, the Capitol, 
the Supreme Court, National Archives, Washington 
Monument, Jefferson Memorial, Lincoln Memorial, 
and others.

A mammoth event like WASHINGTON 2006 requires 
hundreds of volunteers before, during, and after show 
time to make it a success. Consider donating a few 
hours of your time and get an up-close and personal 
experience in show operations. Help in the youth 
area, registration, administration, the library and 
reading room, with awards, working with computers, 
hospitality, and general “gophering” — all are needed, 
as are translators. Volunteers will receive a very nice 
red polo shirt embroidered with the W2006 corporate 
logo as a souvenir while supplies last.

Breaking news about W2006 will happen right up 
until show time. Be among the fi rst to know the latest 
information by signing up to receive e-mail updates 
when press releases, updates, and general news of 
interest are released.

Start making your travel arrangements now to 
attend WASHINGTON 2006! For full details, check out 
the exhibition’s web site at http://www.washington-
2006.org. There you’ll fi nd transportation and hotel 
reservation details, a complete schedule of events, 
listing of dealers and postal administrations, souvenir 
ordering form, volunteer sign up, and everything else 
that will convince you that this show is something not 
to be missed!

Correction: Fall 2005 Newsletter
       by Jane King Fohn, Editor

In the Fall 2005 issue of the CAC Newsletter, I 
attributed one of the articles that may be reprinted 
in APS chapter newsletters to the wrong author. 
On page 10, Kimber A. Wald wrote “Researching 
History Can Be Philatelic Fun,” which is correct. 
Stan Fairchild wrote the article, “King Albert: 
Belgium’s 1915 Semi-postal Stamps,” on page 11. 
I apologize for the inconveniences that this error 
has caused for Mr. Wald and Mr. Fairchild.
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My great-aunt Edwina came in from the smoking 
room, twirling her ebony sword cane. Eddie was 
amazingly spry for 102, and her memory was a good as 
her legs.

“What have you been doing since dinner ended,” 
she asked.

“Hello Eddie. Yesterday’s mail included a Canal 
Zone 1920 stamp showing the Pedro Miguel locks. I’ve 
been confi rming the cataloging and condition, then 
mounting the stamp in the collection.”

“Would you mind if I looked at it? My late second 
husband, Aethelred, was stationed in the Canal Zone 
during World War II. Eth used to tell me stories about 
his time as a corporal in the smoke pot platoon near 
those locks.”

“Go ahead, it’s always a pleasure to fi nd a family 
member with an interest in stamps.”

Edwina sat down, laid the walking stick across her 
knees to support the album, and started to look at the 
stamps. Soon she had a distant look indicating a story 
was in the offi ng.

“These 1920 stamps bring back some memories, 
and some of the stamps in the 1964 set with airplanes 
bring back more. Eth’s platoon sergeant wrote a book1 
including some stories about that smoke pot platoon. 
Let’s see if I can remember one.”

Here is the story great-aunt Edwina related: The 
platoon was assigned to light some 1,700 of the many 
thousands of smoke pots positioned to blanket the 
canal with smoke in the event of an enemy air raid. 
The platoon was stationed at one end of the Gaillard 
Cut (1964, 20-cent air mail), near the Pedro Miguel 

locks (1-balboa overprinted 
stamp issued in 1920). The 
smoke pots were based on 
a design used to protect 
citrus crops from freezing on 
moderately cold nights. When 
the platoon was deployed 
to the Canal Zone in late 
1942, there had been a year 
with no enemy air activity in 
the Canal Zone. No one in 
the Zone took the danger of 
enemy attack seriously. On a 
normal day, 20 percent of the 

platoon might be wandering the 
hills looking for bananas, 15 percent would be doing 
laundry (in a smoke pot converted to laundry service) 
or tending a still (also using a converted smoke pot), 15 
percent would be AWOL in Panama City, and another 
20 percent would be in Panama City on leave. That left 
only 30 percent of the platoon to light 1,700 smoke pots 
in the allotted fi fteen minutes. Of course, there were 
“surprise” alerts, but the indications of an upcoming 
surprise alert were so obvious that there was plenty of 
time to get full platoons back to their assigned areas.

Every day the platoon sergeant, E.G. Love, would 
make his rounds, passing a local air raid siren. As each 
day passed, he became more tempted to sound the siren 
and truly surprise his platoon, perhaps making the men 
take their responsibilities more seriously. One day, he 
gave in and sounded the siren. At the time, there were 
three submarines entering the Pedro Miguel locks, and 
the battleship South Dakota was in Mirafl ores Lake 
(1964 30-cent air mail shows Mirafl ores locks). As he 
climbed the hill to see how his platoon was coping with 
the alert, he saw smoke rising from pots in another 
platoon’s area. Every siren in his platoon’s area was 
wailing, and so were main sirens elsewhere. Barrage 
balloons were rising and anti-aircraft batteries began 
fi ring. The South Dakota anchored and went to general 
quarters.

At Edwina’s suggestion, I found Eth’s copy of what 
turned out to be a fascinating book. The Day I Alerted 
the Panama Canal included Sgt. Love’s tally of the 
results of his action:

“Seventy P-39 pilots, in seventy P-39 planes climbed 
to twenty thousand feet, where they were endangered 
by shells from 232 anti-aircraft batteries engaged in 
getting on target in their own inimitable way. Sixty 
million dollars worth of battleship and sixteen million 
dollars worth of submarines had also been endangered. 
Approximately 64,000 gallons of oil literally went up 
in smoke, and 9,437 rounds of ammunition of various 
types and sizes were expended. Approximately three 
hundred AWOL soldiers were reduced to private, if 

                                                           by Stan Fairchild

Smoke! Smoke! Smoke!
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they were noncoms, or otherwise heavily disciplined, 
if they were privates already. A considerable number 
of offi cers lost their chances of promotion, and several 
of them spoke to me about the matter at length ... It 
seemed to me that my reprimands grew less severe the 
higher the offi cer administering them ....

“One thing I do know. During most of the next two 
months, the Panama Canal was as ready for an enemy 
attack as any place in the world. I liked to think of the 
Axis high command sitting around a table, going over 
spy reports from Panama. I could see them reading the 
report of the week after I set off the siren, learning that 
every outfi t in the Canal was at full strength, sober, and 
loaded for bear. I could see enemy generals tearing 
up their blueprints of the Canal and fi ling out of their 
headquarters, their shoulders drooping in defeat.”
Endnote
1Edmund G. Love, War Is a Private Affair (Harcourt, Brace and 
Company, New York, 1951).

by Denise Stotts, 
Manager of Stamp Club Operations

I think that those of us who do a lot of the organizing 
for our stamp clubs and shows sometimes get so busy 
doing our jobs that we forget that this is a hobby and we 
ARE supposed to have some fun!

Here are a couple of ideas I have been lucky 
enough to have been involved with on some level or 
another. Even though running a club show is a business 
proposition — you certainly must have a budget and 
hopefully not lose money — there are ways to add some 
fun and surprises for those involved.

An important aspect of a show is hospitality. The 
Garfi eld Perry Stamp Club of Cleveland, Ohio, is 
probably one of the best in the country in terms of 
hospitality at its March Party. While most show budgets 
cannot bear the load that this show does, there are 
some ideas that can be used if tweaked a little to fi t 
your circumstances. One of the nice things that they do 
is take all of the exhibitors and judges out for lunch on 
Saturday during the show. If your budget won’t handle 
this expense (and I believe that most clubs can’t), it 
could be a “Dutch Treat” for the exhibitors and guests. 
The club should still pick up the tab for the judges. 
The intent is to encourage fellowship — exhibitors 
can get to know each other and the judges in a relaxed 
atmosphere, and those who attendusually leave with 
good feelings about the show.

Here in Houston, the Greater Houston Stamp 
Show has begun some innovations to make exhibiting 
and the awards dinner a lot of fun. We have started a 
one-frame exhibit challenge based on a color chosen 
the year before (at the dinner). This is done with a very 
silly ceremony (audience participation included) and a 
crayon is chosen to decide the color for the following 
year. Those who want to participate in the challenge 
prepare a one-frame exhibit based on that color — it 
could be the stamp’s color or a broader theme — it’s 
up to the interpretation of each person. The winner of 
this side competition could win such spectacular prizes 
as the singing frog for the year we did green! Very little 
money is spent on this part of the show, but attendance 
is rising at the dinner, just because people are afraid 
they might miss something. Now THAT’S FUN!

Please share some unusual, fun things you do at your 
club or show. I may be reached by e-mail at stottsjd@
swbell.net, or write to Denise Stotts, P.O. Box 690042, 
Houston, TX 77269-0042.

P.S. The color chosen for the one-frame competition 
next year is yellow. The show is in September and all 
are welcome. Please contact me at the address above if 
you would like a prospectus or more information.

by Jane King Fohn 

By the time you receive this issue of the CACN, 
John Doyle, Ben Ramkissoon, and Ken Trettin will be 
judging the entries in the 2005 APS CAC Newsletter 
Competition. It is too late to enter your club’s publication 
for the 2005 competition, but not too late to consider 
entering in 2006. All editors who enter their newsletter 
receive a written critique praising the good points and 
giving constructive suggestions for improvements.

The 2005 publications in the Newsletter Competition 
will be on display at STAMPSHOW 2006, August 24–27 in 
Chicago, Illinois.

You are invited to request the 2004 APS CAC 
Newsletter Competition Mail Circuit for leisurely study 
in your favorite chair. It includes all the newsletters 
that entered the 2004 competition. Your chapter’s only 
expense is the $7.70 priority mail fl at-rate box that 
you use to forward the circuit to the next person on 
the circuit. Send your requests to Jane Fohn, Manager, 
CAC Newsletter Competition, 10325 Little Sugar 
Creek, Converse, TX 78109-2409 or e-mail janekfohn@
sbcglobal.net.

CAC Newsletter Competition

Are We Having Fun Yet?

Reprintable Articles for Chapter Newsletters
In this issue of the CACN we are continuing a 

series of articles that may be reprinted in your club’s 
newsletter. The article is designed as a master copy 
for reproducing in your publication. Look for Stan 
Fairchild’s article, “Smoke! Smoke! Smoke!” in this 
CACN.
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by Tom Fortunato

Do we have some exciting news for you!
APS Chapters are welcome to participate in a major 

recruitment drive for the APS that also will benefi t each 
local club.

The best potential source for new APS members 
is non-members within APS Chapter clubs. For some 
time the APS has paid Chapters a “fi nders fee” of $5 
for every member they recruited. That offer continues, 
but we’ve sweetened the pot.

For four months, beginning 
December 1, 2005, through March 31, 
2006, Chapters will receive one free 
yearly membership for recruiting just 
two new APS members, then $5 for 
every additional member after that. 
The club has the option giving the 
free membership away or selling the 
membership and keeping the money 
(see details below). As a reminder, 
yearly fees are $29.25, $31.50, and 
$36.75 for U.S., Canadian, and abroad 
memberships, respectively.

But that’s not all. We have a special reward for the 
Chapter that recruits the most new members during 
the contest period — a WASHINGTON 2006 VIP prize 
package!

America’s next once-a-decade international 
exhibition, WASHINGTON 2006, takes place May 27 
through June 3 at the Washington DC Convention 
Center, and we know that many of you are planning to 
attend.

On the opening evening of the show, the 
Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum is sponsoring 
its 2006 Achievement Award black-tie gala dinner. It 
will be the gathering of the year, with many of philately’s 
“movers and shakers” in attendance from the United 
States and abroad. Allen Kane, the NPM’s director, has 
donated a pair of tickets (worth $600) to the event.

On behalf the exhibition, President Michael Dixon 
has donated a pair of passes to the Washington 2006 
Club, an exclusive lounge and eatery right on the 
exhibition fl oor. The passes, valid all eight days, also 
will allow bearers entrance thirty minutes before the 
offi cial opening time of the show daily. These have a 
value of $350.

To help with your local promotion of this contest, 
we have prepared a sample press release that may be 
used in your club newsletter and/or sent to your local 
newspapers and elsewhere. This recruitment contest is 
not only open to members of your own club, but also 
to collectors throughout your community! Use this 
opportunity to invite them to your meetings as well.

Your recruitment efforts will benefi t us all, and 
keep the APS healthy and strong!

Contest Details:
1. This contest is open to all APS Chapters on 

record as of December 1, 2005, begins on that date and 
runs through March 31, 2006.

2. All Chapters in the United States, Canada, and 
abroad are eligible to participate.

3. Completed applications must be sent, with 
appropriate payment, on an offi cial APS membership 

form, whether preprinted or copied from 
a printable form downloadable from the 
APS web site at http://www.stamps.org/. 
In either case, the proposer’s Chapter 
name and/or membership number must 
be written in the place on the form to 
be eligible.

4. Online applications are also 
acceptable as long as the proposer’s 
Chapter name and/or number are 

entered in the appropriate fi eld at the 
end of Section 1.

5. Failure to enter the proposer’s Chapter 
name and/or number invalidates the application for 
participation in this contest.

6. Entries must be transmitted through the APS 
website or postmarked no later than March 31, 2006, 
to be eligible. Mailed applications must be received no 
later than April 10, 2006.

7. The APS will make the fi nal tally of entries. In 
the event of a tie, the Chapter submitting the earliest 
application will be declared the winner. The decision of 
the APS is fi nal.

8. A winner will be declared by the APS no later 
than April 11. The winning Chapter will be notifi ed 
through its offi cial APS representative soon thereafter.

9. It is the winning Chapter’s responsibility 
to distribute the prizes as it sees fi t. All passes are 
transferable.

10. No prize substitution will be offered, nor are 
unused prizes returnable or refundable in any way.

Chapter Free Membership Offer 
and $5 Reimbursements:

1. Only applications deemed valid per the contest 
details above are subject to the special free membership 
offer.

2. The two paid membership applications (and 
their payment) must accompany the earned free 
membership application. Clearly mark them “Contest 
Free Membership” somewhere on the form. It is not 
possible to register online for the free membership.

3. $5 will be credited per application to any Chapter 

Recruitment Contest for APS Chapters

Your 
recruitment 

efforts will benefi t 
us all, and keep 
the APS healthy 

and strong!
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exceeding the two-membership minimum. The free 
membership does not earn the credit.

4. The APS will notify Chapters of credit earned as 
part of its usual credit/billing notifi cation cycle.

Questions?  Feel free to contact me, Tom Fortunato, 
28 Amberwood Place, Rochester, NY 14626-4166; by 
e-mail at stamptmf@frontiernet.net; or by phone 585-
225-6822 evenings and weekends.

by Jane King Fohn, CACN Editor

I usually write about the APS CAC Newsletter 
Competition, and in this capacity (and as CACN editor), 
a number of chapter newsletters cross my desk. Among 
the 700 or so APS chapters, there is a world of ideas 
being generated for meetings and activities. For this 
newsletter I would like to mention a number of them. 
Some activities are old, some new, but new program 
planners may fi nd a variety that can be tailored to  fi t 
their club’s needs and interests.

At a Johnstown Stamp Club (Johnstown, PA) 
meeting, Michael Buben gave a presentation about the 
requirements for the Boy Scout stamp collecting merit 
badge. This is a great idea to interest club members in 
volunteering to work with Boy Scouts who want this 
badge.

The Fremont Stamp Club (Fremont, CA) has a 
display case at the Fremont Main Post Offi ce. Members 
Bev Tinker, Joline Molinas, Milt Molinas, and Bill 
Beeson change the display according to the season. 
This fall, baseball material was featured during the 
playoffs and World Series, followed by a display of 
holiday-related items.

The Mid-Cities Stamp Club (Arlington, Irving, 
Grapevine, TX) and the Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic 
Society have meet-and-eats before their scheduled 
meetings. The restaurant for the moth is announced 
in their newsletters. Some clubs gather in restaurant 
meeting rooms and have a credit arrangement with the 
establishment where a percentage of the amount spent 
on food goes toward the fee for the room.

San Antonio Philatelic Society (San Antonio, TX) 
members Jack Virta and Morgan Williams presided over 
a story-telling program. Members listened in fascination 
as Jack and Morgan shared their memories of past 
members, and a lively audience participation followed 
the main presentation, as other members shared their 
own stories about these and other members.

In New York, the Finger Lakes Stamp Club in 
Geneva invited members to talk about their summer 
collecting experiences and also held a rummage sale 
at its opening meeting season in September. Members 
supplied philatelic items and the sales proceeds went 
to the club.

Another New York chapter, 
the Fulton Stamp Club in Fulton, 
continues to obtain new members by a number of 
methods. Lately they were present at the 40th Annual 
Coin & Collectibles Show. Where can your club have 
a presence in your community? Is there an event 
where you can make commemorative covers available 
or give away stamp packets along with club meeting 
information?

And again in New York, the Olean Area Stamp Club 
in Olean held a program featuring one-page exhibits 
made entirely from stamps found in a worldwide 
mixture. The idea was that anyone could exhibit. 
Members were given twenty minutes to assmeble 
their “exhibits.”. Everyone judged the exhibits and the 
winners were selected on a point system. Carl Timme 
received fi rst place for “A Day at the Zoo,” second place 
went to Richard Heiser’s “Evolution,” and third place 
to Richard Sherman’s “Modes of Transportation.”

The Wichita Stamp Club (Wichita, KS) members 
sign up for “dealer for the night.” This is the member’s 
opportunity to sell extra philatelic items to others in the 
club at one of the meetings.

Other program ideas are available on the club 
operations CD that contains an archive of John 
Hotchner’s “Stamp Club Idea Trading Post” columns. 
Details about this CD were in the fall 2005 CAC 
Newsletter.

Denise Stotts welcomes your input regarding all 
aspects of club operations: Denise Stotts, Manager, 
Stamp Club Operations, P.O. Box 690042, Houston, 
Texas 77269-0042 or e-mail stottsjd@swbell.net. 

As you can see, I read all your newsletters. If you 
have not included me on your newsletter mailing list, 
please do so. They may be mailed to Jane Fohn, CACN 
Editor, 10325 Little Sugar Creek, Converse, Texas 
78109-2409. 

Club Activity Ideas
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by MaryAnn Bowman, Manager Youth Activities

If you are reading this newsletter, you must be 
interested in the hobby and you also must be interested 
in promoting stamp collecting. One of the hidden 
gems of philately is the organization that provides 
you with the Chapter Activities Newsletter — the 
American Philatelic Society. Are you utilizing all of its 
resources?

If you or someone you know is working with youth, 
steer them toward the www.stamps.org website to 
explore all it has to offer youth leaders and teachers. 
And let’s not forget the adult who may just have become 
interested in our hobby or the returning collector.

First stop — the Education Department. The 
Education Department offers something for adults as 
well as youth. The APS Stamp Campus offers classes 
through online classroom sessions, a correspondence 
course, or through an independent study program. You 
don’t have to be a member of the APS to participate. 
Courses currently being offered are Basic Stamp 
Collecting, Collecting First Day Covers, Using the 
Internet to Collect Stamps, and Keys to Exhibiting. Just 
the workbooks can be purchased, if class study does not 
interest you. Future courses may include Intermediate 
Philately, Introduction to Printing and Stamp 
Technology, and Philatelic Research and Writing. And 
an online survey suggests that other courses may be in 
the offi ng.

Does education by hands-on activities and personal 
interaction fi t your learning style? Consider attending 
the Stamp Saturday courses offered at various shows 
around the country. Wonderful courses also are 
offered during the APS Summer Seminar, a week-long 
program offered at APS Headquarters in Bellefonte, 
Pennsylvania. In 2006 the summer seminars are being 
offered from June 4–9. Weekend seminars also are 
offered on occasion, although none were scheduled 
as of this writing. In addition, a mentoring service is 
available to help those with questions about the hobby 
or their own collecting area.

Did you know that the APS Education Department 
offers a variety of “how to” brochures? This includes 
everything from how to start a stamp club, to ideas for 
working with youth. Perhaps you would like to hold 
a beginner’s collecting seminar. In just minutes you 
can download a 4-page guide that offers step-by-step 
assistance in planning and 
implementing a workshop.

Teachers will want to 
avail themselves of several 
lesson plans that are posted 
on the site. Currently there 
are plans for the “Greetings 
from America” stamps and 

the Thurgood Marshall stamp. There are also two 
lesson plans for working with the very young collectors 
in grade one.

The Passport to Adventure Kit offers six pages of 
introductory material that can be reproduced freely. 
This material includes information on how to obtain 
stamps, how to remove them from paper, using an 
album to get organized, the value of stamps, and the 
tools necessary to become a collector. There are fun 
ideas to get youth started on some creative ways to 
share their hobby — even a sample passport page.

Don’t overlook checking out the resources under 
the “For Kids” tab, which will lead you to stamp-fun 
projects, including activities to use in the celebration of 
Lewis and Clark’s adventures. Beginner’s information 
is available in .pdf form and can be reproduced and 
freely distributed. Currently there are four different 
titles available.

Youth leaders are invited to join the APS All*Star 
Stamp Club. As part of the $10 membership fee, a 
quarterly newsletter includes tips, program ideas, 
and reproducible pages. Children in the club receive 
a membership card, certifi cate, pin, and a philatelic 
birthday present. The club is primarily for elementary 
and middle school-age children. The club fee includes 
the cost of membership for the children.

The APS also sponsors the Young Stamp Collectors 
of America, a new club for youth under the age of 18. 
Newsletters are distributed over the Internet, and 
a monthly e-meeting is held courtesy of the Virtual 
Stamp Club. The YSCA also holds two “live” meetings 
a year at the APS STAMPSHOW and AMERISTAMP EXPO. 
Regular membership is $10. Family membership is $15. 
Adult supporting membership is $20.

Check out the APS website and utilize the resources 
it makes available to promote our hobby.

Utilize the APS Resources for Youth and Beginners
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The APS is coordinating a recruitment drive 
through local clubs to fi nd new members. It estimates 
that there are several million stamp collectors of varying 
interest levels in the United States, yet relatively few 
people “take the next step” and join an organized 
stamp group to learn more about the hobby and/or fi nd 
possible traders.

“We want communities across the country to 
know about their local stamp clubs, and the American 
Philatelic Society as well,” says APS Chapter Activities 
Committee Chairman Tom Fortunato of Rochester, 
New York. “So we devised a recruitment contest and are 
inviting all current APS Chapter clubs to take part.”

Membership in the APS is $29.25 per year for 
collectors in the United States and has much to offer 
stamp collectors, from the absolute beginner to the 
well-seasoned philatelic researcher. Its award-winning 
monthly journal, The American Philatelist, is published 
in full color and by itself has a retail value of $59.40 
per year. Among the many services offered by the APS 
are a variety of buying and selling options, an insurance 
program, an estate referral service, stamp identifi cation 
and authentication assistance, a mentor service, access 
to more than 100,000 books from the American 
Philatelic Research Library, and more.

Chapter clubs can win some valuable prizes for 
participating and can raise money at the same time.

The club recruiting the most members over a three-
month period wins a VIP package to WASHINGTON 2006, 
the once-a-decade international stamp exhibition being 
held May 27 through June 3 at the Washington DC 
Convention Center. The prize package includes tickets 
to the Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum 2006 
Achievement Award gala dinner held the night the 
show opens (worth $600), and passes to the exclusive 
WASHINGTON 2006 Club lounge and eatery (worth 
$350).

A portion of every new APS membership will be 

donated back to the sponsor local club. An additional 
bonus is to be paid after the fi rst two recruits sign up.

Information about the APS, WASHINGTON 2006 
and the National Postal Museum can be found on 
the Internet at http://www.stamps.org, http://www.
washington-2006.org, and http://www.postalmuseum.
si.edu, respectively.

Sample publicity announcement/fl yer:

The (stamp club name) of (city/town, state) is in 
competition with more than 600 other clubs in the 
United States, Canada, and overseas in a three-month 
contest to sign up new members to the American 
Philatelic Society (APS), America’s largest stamp 
collecting group, currently with more than 47,000 
members.

The club is already a Chapter of the APS and 
represents the society locally. It meets regularly on 
(dates and times) at (location).

Yearly membership in the (stamp club name) is 
(amount). Members can enjoy (describe some of the 
member benefi ts).

For details about the (stamp club name), call 
(contact phone number), e-mail (address), or write to 
(club mailing address).

‘Local Stamp Club Participating in Worldwide Contest’

Did You Know?
The APS has many ways it can help your club recruit 

new members. One of the easiest is just a request away, 
if you’d like to send a recruitment mailing to collectors 
in your area.

The APS will send clubs mailing labels sorted by 
zip codes or alphabetically by the last names of APS 
members living near the club’s home base. Simply 
have your APS representative contact Judy Johnson at 
APS, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA  16823-
1367; by phone at 814-933-3803, ext. 210; or by e-mail 
at judy@stamps.org, listing your club’s zip code and a 
few other zips in your area. There is never a charge for 
labels for clubs seeking to recruit new members!

Make Your Plans Now!
The Ultimate Philatelic Vacation:

Washington 2006 AND APS Summer Seminar
The 2005 APS Summer Seminar on Philately will 

be held in the new classroom facility at the 
American Philatelic Society — a scenic 4-hour drive 

from Washington, DC.

Washington 2006
May 7 – June 3

See page 10 for a Summer Seminar registration form.

For more informtion contact Kim Kowalczyk, APS
100 Match Factory Place • Bellefonte, PA 16823

E-mail kim@stamps.org • Website: www.stamps.org

APS Summer 
Seminar on 

Philately
June 4–9
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