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Fund Raisers
by Tom Fortunato, 
Chairman

All clubs need to raise money for various reasons, 
so members of the Chapters Advisory Committee de-
cided to devote this issue to sharing ideas on doing just 
that. Here’s a fun fund-raiser that we originally held 
in Rochester in coordination with our 2008 ROPEX 
stamp show; however, the idea can be adapted as a 
stand-alone event. 

Have you ever heard of a “Chinese auction”? It’s 
really more of a raffl e than an auction and a great way 
to get your club greater community exposure. The 
concept is simple: Patrons buy tickets, say for $1 each. 
They review a group of prizes up for grabs and put 
tickets in jars next to the items they most want to win. 
The more tickets they drop into a single jar, the better 
their chances are to win that prize when the winning 
ticket is drawn.

Check with your town clerk fi rst before consider-
ing running a Chinese auction. Some municipalities 
have raffl e guidelines that must be adhered to, set by 
the state. We found out that most didn’t apply since 
we weren’t planning to raise more than the minimum 
threshold for the rules to affect us. One did, however: 
raffl es could not be drawn before 1:30 p.m. on a Sun-
day!

One further note, to avoid any possible negatives 
from using the term “Chinese auction,” we debated 
alternative names and decided on the phrase “You 
Choose Raffl e” instead.

Next, go into your community and solicit donations 
to be used as prizes. Gift certifi cates or gift cards are 
best for services like car washes and haircuts, as well 
as entertainment prizes like restaurant dinners, sport-
ing events, movie tickets, etc. Have a handout or letter 
to leave with prospective contributors if they need to 
check with others or can’t commit to donate on the 
spot. Be sure to set a deadline when all contributions 
must be received.

Defi nitely plan on giving all donors a letter of ap-
preciation or receipt for their records. At ROPEX we 
offered free ad space in our show program to donors 
and also recognized their contributions on our web-
site. Your club probably can come up with other ways 

of thanking them as well.
Plan to give plenty of publicity to the selling of tick-

ets and the drawing itself. Have it mentioned in any 
local calendars of events in your community, press 
articles you prepare, etc. List the donors, if you can, 
in addition to the prizes. Tickets could be sold over a 
few hours or a few days, depending on your situation. 
We used double numbered raffl e tickets, asking buyers 
to keep one half and place their name and telephone 
number on the other before dropping them in prize 
jars. To help increase the take, we sold tickets for $1 
each, eight for $5, twenty for $10, or fi fty for $20. Most 
people were buying $5 or $10 worth of tickets at a time.

All in all, this was a very successful fundraiser for 
us. We had twelve major merchant donations of prizes 
ranging from $10 to $50 in value. Members of our club 
doubled that number by donating both philatelic and 
non-philatelic items. Ticket sales topped $700, which 
wasn’t bad for our fi rst time trying it out, and all profi t. 
More importantly it gives us the opportunity to build 
on the initiative in 2009 and beyond.

Here’s another fund-raising activity sent to us by e-
mail from Len Ettinger...

“The Southern Nevada Stamp Club in Las Vegas 
has 80+ members. I am Chairman of Membership. I 
started a live auction that is held every other month 
and brings in extra monies for the club. I also chair the 
live auction. You need members to help accomplish 
this.

“We have two auctioneers and a group of six mem-
bers who make this work. We publish the auction list in 
our newsletter previous to the auction so everyone can 
check their want lists. 
On auction night we lay 
all the lots on tables to 
be viewed. Red dots are 
placed on a lot some-
one wants and this tells 
us lots without dots are 
not in the auction. This 
saves a lot of time. Af-
ter the auction, lots are 
paid to our treasurer. 
Seller monies are paid 
at the next meeting. We 
get a nice income to the 
club this way.”
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• Further Information — Th e CAC 
Newsletter is published three times a year 
and is part of the Chapter Activities Com-
mittee of the American Philatelic Society. 
Further information on the Chapter Activi-
ties Committee or on Chapter club mem-
bership in the APS is available from the 
Committee members listed on this page 
or from the APS, 100 Match Factory Place, 
Bellefonte, PA 16823.

• Address Changes — Any address 
changes for Chapter mailings from APS 
should be sent to APS Headquarters at the 
address above or  phone 814-933-3803, or 
fax 814-933-6128. Please do not send ad-
dress changes to committee members.

• Reprinting Policy — Individuals 
or Chapters are welcome to reprint mate-
rial from the CAC Newsletter, with proper 
credit given to the source.

• Subscribe to the CACN — Th e 
CACN is now a digital publication. It will 
be posted on the CAC website at www.
stamps.org/cac and anyone in your club 
with an e-mail address can sign-up to re-
ceive the “CACN-eblast” that will be sent 
out as soon as the updated CACN is posted. 
Encourage fellow club members to sign up 
today so that your club can keep up on cur-
rent news, off ers, ideas and more. To sub-
scribe simply send an e-mail to:  cacnews@
stamps.org requesting to be added to the 
CACN e-blast list.
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by Wade Saadi, 
APS President

Spreading the joy of stamp col-
lecting was a goal of APS President 
Nick Carter. It is still an objective 
of the board of directors and one I 
personally endorse and would like 
to talk about here. The majority of 
us who will read this column are 
already “established” in the hobby 
and have an interest in collecting. 
So, the subject of the day will be 
how do “we” introduce this great 
hobby to new people. Since this 
writing is about what each of us 
can do as individuals, I will address 
it with one-on-one suggestions, as 
opposed to a local stamp club or 
society approach.

First, there are four levels of 
people to whom we could appeal:

1. Youth, 8–18
2. Young adults 19–39
3. Adults, 40-65 (hey, I’m 59, 

so I wasn’t going to put 
40–60 here!)

4. Older adults, 66 and up
The fact that these different 

age groups have to be approached 
differently is self-evident.  It may 
be best that this subject be spread 
across four CACN issues, starting 
with “Youth” in this issue.

Youth, 8–18
The axiom that adult collec-

tors also collected as children is 
spot on. Exposing youngsters to 
stamp collecting is almost a req-
uisite for creating an adult col-
lector. We don’t have to turn the 
young folk we touch into exhibi-
tors, just expose them to stamps, 
covers, and the interesting events 
portrayed by what we collect. So, 
armed with that info, where do 
we begin?  

To get things going, perhaps 
relating things that I have done to 
connect with kids would be illus-
trative, since they say that experi-
ence is the best teacher. I brought 
my son (when he was 10 years 
old) with me to stamp shows and 
he was bored about twenty sec-
onds fl at after we were there. So I 

took him to a booth that had Dis-
ney stamps, since he was familiar 
with all the Disney characters. 
Soon he was fi ling a stock book 
with stamps. He even asked, a 
few weeks later, when the next 
show was. That lasted a few years 
until the Disney appeal waned 
when he was about 13 years old. 
Being familiar with issues of the 
United States, I next bought a few 
stamps from the Liberty series 
and the Presidential series, all 
low-value and used. He enjoyed 
“fi lling in the blanks” and saved 
money so he could buy the dollar 
values on his own. I have given 
stamps, tongs and stock books to 
three nephews and to my niece. 
They, too, were interested and 
kept it up until they entered their 
college years.

Year sets are a good gift to 
youngsters, as are small mixtures. 
Many stamp shows have youth ar-
eas where free stamps are avail-
able. The APS website has album 
pages that can be downloaded 
from www.stamps.org/Education/
edu_AlbumPages.htm

Spreading the Joy of Stamp Collecting

Don’t miss your chance to save 
$45 on your 2010 Chapter dues.

The annual Chapter Report Forms will be mailed in May to each APS Chapter Represen-
tative, offering the usual opportunity to update your club’s record at headquarters, and keep 
some money in your treasury!  Meeting the requirements for percentage of APS members 
within the club can earn you free dues for the Chapter.

To qualify, a chapter must meet the threshold of one-third of its members belonging to 
the APS with at least fi ve APS members.   And, you must return the Chapter Report Form 
by July 31, 2009, along with a copy of your current membership list.  Note: Chapters quali-
fying for free dues one year are not automatically eligible for free dues the following year. 

Time is Money!
To help smaller clubs, we have reduced the minimum number of

APS members required to qualify for free dues from 12 to 5.
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Let’s Fill A Bus!
I was at a stamp show in Penn-

sylvania early in 2006 when I over-
heard a dealer talking about a 
bus trip to the WASHINGTON 2006 
WORLD PHILATELIC EXHIBITION that 
June. Naturally curious, I asked 
for details on how to join the trip, 
and was told a $20 bill would get 
my name on the list. Wow! Just $20 
for a trip to and from a once-in-a-
lifetime show in Washington, DC!

I asked if there were more seats 
on the bus that I could offer to fel-
low members of my stamp club in 
Reading, Pennsylvania, and was 
told to check with the Lancaster 
Stamp Club that had orga-
nized the trip. I learned that 
plenty of seats still were 
available, so at the next 
meeting, I told our club 
about the bus trip and 
sixteen $20 bills were 
almost thrown at me! 
When the day of the trip 
came, an almost-full bus took 
off for our nation’s capital, and a 
good time was had by all. (Shortly 
thereafter, I joined the Lancaster 
Stamp Club!)

I had such a good time on the 
trip that I thought a bus trip some-
where each year might be a good 
way to get members of different 
stamp clubs together. It’s a club 
activity that is truly active, taking 
members out of their familiar sur-
roundings to see new sights, have 
new experiences, and make new 
collecting friends.

With the encouragement of 
both clubs, I proceeded to collect 
money for an October 3, 2007, 
trip to the American Philatelic 
Center in Bellefonte, Pennsylva-
nia. After confi rming the cost of 
the bus, I came up with a price of 
$25 per seat. At fi rst, I had forty-
one people signed up, including at 

least one member from each of six 
different clubs; however, before 
all the money was collected, we 
lost eight people. A couple bowed 
out for health reasons, one mem-
ber passed away, and a few just 
changed their minds about going.

In the end, I had the embar-
rassing task of walking the aisle of 
the bus asking for an additional $2 
per head to cover the cost of the 
bus. Then, I walked the bus aisle 
again to collect a tip for the driver. 
(Generally, a tip of 10% to 15% of 
the tour price is given to a tour bus 

driver. If the driver is particularly 
helpful and also assists with lug-
gage loading and unloading, then 
an additional gratuity may be giv-
en.)

A box lunch was available for 
$10, and twenty people elected to 
take advantage of that offer. With 
the cost of the bus, the lunches, 
and walking the aisle, the Read-
ing club made a profi t of $2 for the 
trip. Hooray at least we didn’t lose
money!

The most important thing of all 
was that I heard only praise about 
the trip and not a single negative 
word. The APS had a great hand 
in making our visit a success. We 
were warmly met when we arrived, 
and were broken up into three 
groups, each of which was given an 
intimate and well-informed tour of 

the wonderful American Philatelic 
Center. The American Philatelic 
Research Library was extremely 
popular with many members. The 
library staff were extremely knowl-
edgeable and eager to assist every-
one who required help. This facil-
ity will be a destination for a future 
stamp club bus trip, in another 
year or two.

For 2008, I started planning ear-
ly. Encouraged by the President of 
the Lancaster Stamp Club and by 
a strong show of hands both there 
and at the Reading Stamp Club, I 
decided we had enough members 
to plan another bus trip. This year, 

we decided we would go on 
Thursday, October 23, to the 

American Stamp Dealers 
Association’s Fall Postage 
Stamp Mega-Event held at 
Madison Square Garden in 

New York City.
I soon learned that the cost of 

the bus was much more this year, 
because of the steep rise in the 
price of fuel. Accordingly, I put the 
price per seat at $45, including a 
tip for the driver. The fl yer I made, 
“LET’S FILL A BUS,” lists all the 
events at this show. I also included 
the message, “Bring your spouse. 
A day in New York City for shop-
ping and lunch will be fun while 
we are at the show. The more the 
merrier.” It must have worked, 
too, since some spouses have de-
cided to come along. In fact, the 
bus ride itself will have some ac-
tivities: games and a raffl e, with a 
few prizes.

I also downloaded a registration 
form from the ASDA website and 
made copies. They will be given 
out with a clipboard to be fi lled out 
on the bus, so we will not have to 
stand in line to register when

Continued on page 5 
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Let’s Fill A Bus, Con’t from page 4

we arrive at the show. This should 
help make our visit a smooth one.

My recommendation for any-
one planning a trip is to fi rst 
decide on a destination, then 
get an idea of how many mem-
bers of the stamp club or clubs 
in your area might be interested 
in this trip. If you think you have 
enough interested members for 
the trip you have in mind, contact 
your local bus company and get 
an estimate of the cost. Then, do 
the math. You should soon know 
whether the price will be an ap-
pealing one. Decide how much to 
charge each person, making sure 
you add enough to have a tip for 
the driver (so you don’t have to 
walk the aisle of a moving bus to 
collect it!).

Then — and I can’t stress just 
how important this step is — col-
lect the money! As the editor of 
my stamp club’s bulletin said, “A 
hand raised without a check in it 
might only be waving ‘bye-bye’ to 
the bus.” So set a due date for the 
money to be paid and enforce it 
by being sure to ask for and col-
lect the money on time. As soon 
as you have enough money, lock 
in the bus company with a depos-
it. That’s important, too.

For our New York City Mega-
Event outing, I informed every-
body beforehand that I would be 
holding all checks until I knew 
there was enough money to go 
ahead with the bus company. I 

didn’t want my treasurer to have 
to write and return checks to 20 or 
25 people if there wasn’t enough 
interest to make the trip a self-
supporting proposition. Nobody 
objected to this, and, when the 
time came, we were ready to go!

One fi nal note: if you’ve been 
a rush-hour strap-hanger on city 
buses, or if, heaven forbid, your 
idea of bus travel involves one 
that was orange and had steel 
seats and the suspension of a 
tank, then you are in for a refresh-
ing surprise. Today’s modern, 
thoroughly climate-controlled 
tour buses are relaxing, pleasant 
and extremely comfortable, with 
seats that are generally larger and 
more relaxing than what you’d 
fi nd in fi rst class on most airlines. 
And a three- or four-hour drive is 
a whole lot more enjoyable when 
you can look away from the road, 
take in the scenery, read a maga-
zine, or even have a nap along 
the way.

Local events, such as stamp 
shows are great. They are the life-
blood of any vital stamp club. But, 
for added fun, don’t be afraid to 
try taking the show on the road, 
traveling with club members, to a 
philatelic destination a few hours 
from your familiar haunts. It’s a 
trip you’ll be glad you made!

Roy K. Baardsen, Vice Presi-
dent, Reading Stamp Collec-
tors’ Club, 379 Sioux Court, 
Sinking Spring, PA 19608-8913; 
(610) 927-3435; e-mail: roykb@
comcast.net

Congratulations to the following clubs 
who will reach membership milestones 
during 2009!

100 Year Member
William C. Stone Chapter, MA 
Joined APS January of 1909

75 Year Chapters
Cedar Rapids Stamp Club, IA
Joined APS February 1934

Schenectady Stamp Club, NY
Joined APS April 1934

50 Year Chapters
Council Northern California
Philatelic Societies, CA
Joined APS November 1959

Diablo Valley Stamp Club, CA
Joined APS August 1959

Motor City Stamp & Cover
Club, MI
Joined APS March 1959

Southern Illinois Stamp Club, IL
Joined APS December 1959

Sunnyvale Stamp Club, CA
Joined APS December 1959

West Essex Philatelic Society, NJ
Joined APS January 1959

Eleven of the 555 current APS Chap-
ters have now reached 100 years! 
Seventeen have reached 75 Years and 
Ninety-three are 50 year members!

Congratulations!

June 21–26, 2009 • American Philatelic Society • Bellefonte, PA
Seven major courses offered
More Stamps of the British Commonwealth, Ian Kimmerly, instructor
Evaluating U.S. Stamps in Today’s Marketplace, Irv Miller & Clark Frazier, instructors
Computer Technology, George Fekete & Barb Boal, instructors
Stamp Technology, Wayne Youngblood, instructor
It’s All About Thematics, Peter Butler, instructor
Postal History, Diane DeBlois & Robert Dalton Harris, instructors

For further information go to www.stamps.org/Education/edu_SummerSeminar.htm
contact Gretchen Moody via phone: 814-933-3803 or e-mail gretchen@stamps.org

APS Summer Seminar
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by Fred Groth
    and Jane Fohn

The Texas Philatelic Associa-
tion (TPA) and the San Antonio 
Philatelic Association (SAPA) 
have found a good and permanent 
home for their clubs’ records: the 
Wineburgh Philatelic Research Li-
brary at the University of Texas at 
Dallas. The material has been ac-
cessioned and is available to any-
one doing research on Texas Phi-
lately.

The TPA was founded in 1896. 
Jane collected materials from the 
time she began editing the Asso-
ciation’s journal, The Texas Philat-
elist, in 1985. This year she turned 
over the last boxes of records to 

the WPRL.
SAPA is also more than 100 

years old — it did not have a his-
torian for its fi rst fi fty years. Fred 
literally only had scraps of newspa-
per clippings besides a few larger 
pieces of paper on the club’s early 
activities. There were no minutes 
or other records. Since the late 
1950s the record-keeping has been 
vastly improved, but Fred ran into 
the old question, “What do we do 
with our records?” SAPA did what 
most clubs do: kept what records 
they have in a member’s basement 
or garage, or maybe a storage unit 
or wherever.

Moving the records to an agency 
that knows how to handle old pa-
per, and make the records acces-

sible, was certainly the best option. 
We realize that not every club has 
access to such an ideal agency as 
the WPRL. However, clubs with 
an excess of old paper should ex-
plore their local academic libraries 
to learn if there is a place for their 
records. Clubs might also consid-
er discussing with their local and 
state historical societies if they will 
archive their records.

The TPA annually provides 
some money to the WPRL. A fi -
nancial contribution by a club may 
push a library or historical society 
to accept all its records.

TPA and SAPA Records Have New Home

What will you be doing May 22–29, 2016? 
Why don’t you mark your calendar now and 
plan to attend the next big U.S. international! 
World Stamp Show NY 2016 (NY 2016 for 
short) takes place in May at the Javits Conven-
tion Center in New York City.

Everything is big in “The Big Apple,” and 
this once-a-decade philatelic extravaganza is 
no exception. Well over 400,000 square feet of 
Level 3 of the Convention Center will be taken 
up by more than 200 dealers, postal administra-
tions from around the world, thousands of ex-
hibit frames, and society meetings.

NY 2016’s fi rst public meeting was held dur-
ing STAMPSHOW in Hartford, Connecticut, 
this past August. Wade Saadi, the exhibition’s 
president, spoke of his vision for show. Speak-
ers from the past three U.S. internationals — 
AMERIPEX 86, PACIFIC 97 and WASHING-

TON 2006 — echoed well-wishes and offered 
advice to the show’s organizing committee, 
which has already been working on the event 
for the past three years.

You can fi nd details about NY 2016 on their 
website at www.ny2016.org. It offers viewers a 
glimpse of things to come. Comments, sugges-
tions and questions are welcomed and encour-
aged, and may be left on the sites feedback 
page.

The CAC News-
letter will continue 
to keep all Chapters 
aware of news re-
garding this once-
in-a-decade show 
which will impact the 
lives of collectors for 
years to come!

Make Plans for World Stamp Show
in New York 2016!
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by MaryAnn Bowman

The Wisconsin Federation of 
Stamp Clubs planned and ex-
ecuted its most ambitious project 
in recent years — a road trip to 
Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, to visit 
the American Philatelic Center. 
The primary goal was to attend 
the dedication of the Mary Ann 
Owens Thematic Reference Col-
lection and to remember a fellow 
Wisconsin “Badger” whose infl u-
ence and contributions to philately 
are well known.

The four-day bus trip started 
from the Milwaukee area early 
Thursday morning, June 19, 2008. 
Seventeen travelers, each provid-
ed with a “survival kit” of snack 
foods to tide them over between 
rest stops, boarded the bus for an 
eventful weekend at the new head-
quarters of the American Phila-
telic Society. To help wile away 
the hours and begin the immer-
sion into philately, stamp-related 
videos had been brought along for 
entertainment. Unfortuantely, we 
were unable to use them due to an 
equipment problem on board.

Our fi rst night was spent at a 
Country Inn in Elyria, Ohio. An 
outdoor welcoming sign greeted 
us and set the stage for the recep-
tions we would get throughout 
our trip. After dinner at a nearby 
restaurant, the group assembled 
in the breakfast nook of the hotel 
where we had an opportunity to in-
troduce ourselves and learn a little 
more about the collecting interests 
of each traveler. Stamp Bingo with 
philatelic prizes had been planned, 
but we had such a great time learn-
ing about each other that time got 
away from us, and the evening was 
over all too soon.

The next day, after a continen-
tal breakfast, we were back on the 
road and arrived in Bellefonte 
shortly after noon. We were greet-

ed by APS staff and divided into 
two groups for a tour of the facil-
ity. We learned about the history of 
the building and the steps required 
to maintain its status as a building 
on the historical preservation list. 
We met APS staffers and saw their 
offi ces and learned a little about 
their role within the APS. The tour 
also included the well-appointed 
rooms sponsored by various soci-
eties. By actually walking through 
the structure, one gains an appre-
ciation for the historic building and 
an understanding of the millions of 
dollars that it will take during the 
renovation project. Plans for the li-
brary expansion and building were 
also discussed.

The rest of Friday afternoon was 
ours to explore and use the facility. 
Many headed to the Sales room to 
look through circuit books. Oth-
ers went to the library for research 
and to check out available titles in 
their collecting fi elds. The historic 
Headsville Post Offi ce was a desti-
nation for still others and provided 
an opportunity to pick up current 
stamps. We saw the huge packing 
crates used by the Smithsonian 
Institution to ship the disman-
tled post offi ce to Bellefonte and 
learned of the temperature and 
humidity requirements that must 
be maintained, measured, and re-

ported regularly to preserve the 
building.

Friday also offered us the op-
portunity to hear three speak-
ers on philatelic-related topics. 
Mercer Bristow, APS Director of 
Expertizing, spoke on examining 
philatelic material to determine 
genuiness. Fred Baumann, Public 
Relations Manager, presented an 
illustrated talk on the essentials of 
aerophilately. Ken Martin, Deputy 
Executive Director, spoke about 
postal markings found on modern 
covers.

After closing hours, Federation 
members, along with Executive Di-
rector Peter Mastrangelo, shared 
pizza. A cake for dessert cele-
brated the birthday of one of the 
Wisconsin travelers and noted the 
awarding of a 25-year APS mem-
bership pin to an Illinois collector 
we picked up on the trip.On Satur-
day morning everyone was eager to 
return to the APC when it opened 
and make the most of the time we 
had left. SCOPEX, a regional stamp 
exhibition and bourse, was being 
held while we were there. For the 
Wisconsinites, it provided an op-
portunity to see dealers that do 
not come to shows in the Mid-
west. Many found new treasures to

Continued on page 8

Have Tongs Will Travel
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Have Tongs Will Travel continued from page 7

 add to their collections.
On Saturday afternoon, many attended the two 

dedication ceremonies. The fi rst was held at 1 p.m. for 
the St. Louis Patio, a paved outdoor reception area. 
The second dedication was held at 2 p.m. to recognize 
the contributions of Mary Ann Owens and George 
T. Guzzio in topical/thematic philately. The thematic 
reference collection area of the American Philatelic 
Reference Library was named in their honor, and con-
tributions of Wisconsin clubs to help sponsor the sec-
tion were noted. A light reception followed on the new 
patio.

Sadly, we had to leave Bellefonte following a group 
photo we took immediately after the reception and 
start our trek back to Wisconsin. This time the conver-
sations on the bus were of the many purchases, discov-
eries, and fond memories. We were genuinely pleased 
at the warm reception we received and the willingness 
of the APS staff to insure that every aspect of our trip 
lived up to our expectations.

Planning a trip like this is not as diffi cult as you may 
think. I highly recommend that other states or regions 
gather a group of philatelists and make the journey to 
the “Mecca” of stamp collecting.

by MaryAnn Bowman, 
Youth Activities Manager

It has been a few years since the ATA last sponsored 
a contest for youth. As adult collectors, we know and 
recognize that our country’s stamps tell the story of our 
great nation — its history, people, culture, and land-
scapes. And in this contest, youth are asked to create 
a one-page mini-exhibit on some aspect of the United 
States. Only stamps, covers, and other philatelic ma-
terial from the United States can be used. The page 
must have a title and either captions or a short write-
up to tell the story. A photocopy of the page should be 
sent as the entry — not the actual page. Color 
copies are preferred but not necessary. These 
photocopies will not be returned.

The pages will be judged and prizes award-
ed in each of the following four age groups: 
8 and under, 9–10, 11–12, and 13 and older. 
The contest is open to foreign youth but only 
U.S. material can be used on the pages. Only 
one entry per child. Each entry must have 
the following information on the back of the 
exhibit page: the entrant’s full name, mailing 
address (either home or school), and age.

The page will be judged on four factors:
  • knowledge of subject/topic

  • creativity and originality
  • neatness and arrangement, and
  • write-up.

First, second, and third place prizes will be awarded 
in each of the age groups. Special prizes will be award-

ed for the most unique topic and the most informative 
text.

The deadline for receiving the contest entries is 
May 15, 2009. Send to MaryAnn Bowman, P.O. Box 
1451, Waukesha, WI 53187. Any entry including a 
large SASE will receive, in the return mail, a packet of 
stamps and a cover.

Adults and readers of this publication are encour-
aged to mentor a child. Get them involved in the hob-
by by helping them create an entry for this contest. It 
will be a personally rewarding experience for both you 
and the child.

“Celebrate America with
Stamps!” Contest
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by Denise 
Stotts, 
Manager, 
Stamp Club 
Operations

This article doesn’t have much 
of a theme — it’s just what the title 
says.

Recently, Arthur Cole from the 
HUNTSPEX Show in Alabama sent 
me some items that they handed 
out at their show. This is a show with 
about a dozen dealers and about 
100 visitors, but do they think big! 
Every visitor was handed the show 
program (a very nice booklet with 
cardstock covers), a small notepad, 
and a passport booklet. There is a 
page at the front and back for the 
club’s stamp and each dealer had 
a space. Each dealer was given a 
rubber stamp, and visitors were 
asked to complete the book and 
bring it back to the club table for a 
free club membership for the com-
ing year. This was a great way to 
get the visitors to see each dealer 

and to recruit new members for 
the club. The passport, notepads, 
program cover, and souvenir sheet 
all carried the wonderful artwork 
for the show theme. The souvenir 
sheets were given to anyone who 
signed in with their name and ad-
dress — they also were added to 
the hourly door prize drawing, and 
this helped build the mailing list 
for future shows. There was a lot 
of thought put into all of this and 
not a small amount of time in de-
signing these items. My concern 
was the cost — Arthur told me 
that he did the design work on his 
home computer and had the print-
ing done at Staples. This could get 
expensive for shows with larger at-
tendance, but defi nitely was “do-
able” for them.

This next idea comes from a 
booklet Tips for Promoting YOUTH 
PHILATELY. It is based on the 
idea of a scavenger hunt that can 
be held at your show. The idea is to 
give the children — perhaps adults, 
too — a list of items that can be 
found in the various exhibits on dis-

play. For instance, a stamp pictur-
ing a dog, a cover from Australia, 
a green cancel, etc. The downside 
to this is that someone will have 
some last-minute homework to do 
between set-up and the opening of 
the show. After the exhibits are up, 
they will need to compile the list 
and have the copies printed. But 
what a great, interesting way to get 
people, especially the youngsters, 
to look at the exhibits.

On the subject of door prizes for 
your show, besides the usual do-
nations from members and deal-
ers, you might consider preparing 
some gift certifi cates. These are 
offered to the dealers to fi ll out for 
whatever amount they might want 
to donate, and the winner can use 
it at that dealer’s table. This is of-
fered as an option: the dealers like 
the idea of helping get a customer 
to their table this way.

As always, please share with me 
any unusual things that your show 
does. You may share them with 
other chapters by contacting me at 
stottsjd@swbell.net.

A Little Bit of This, A Little Bit of That….

It’s never too early to plan ahead, so it is 
with great pleasure that we show you this year’s 
Stamp Collecting Month cancel to be used in 
October by U.S. APS Chapters for their pro-
motional activities.  This is the twelfth year a 
common cancel is being made available to in-
terested clubs.  The sea urchin design relates 
to the USPS release continuing its “Nature of 
America” series, this time depicting a kelp for-
est.  

The postmark can be customized with your 
Chapter’s details.  Simply send me the follow-
ing information by email or regular mail at 
least 90 days before your event’s date: Chapter 
name and APS Chapter number; city, state and 
zip code to be used; and the desired date of the 
postmark.  I’ll forward you a copy of the fi nal 

design that needs to be sent to your local post 
offi ce for their approval.  They will then order 
the rubber cancellation device at their expense.

Reach me either by email at stamptmf@
frontiernet.net or regular mail at 28 Amber-
wood Place, Rochester, NY 14626-4166.  A 
self-addressed stamped envelope would be ap-
preciated.

National Stamp Collecting Month Cancel
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by Jane 
King Fohn, 
Manager 

Newsletter Competition

The jury for the 2008 CAC 
Newsletter Competition is Timo-
thy Bartshe (Golden, CO), Doug-
las Kelsey (Tucson, AZ), and Ste-
phen Schumann (Hayward, CA). 
All three are well-known APS-ac-
credited literature judges.

Timothy Bartshe has been col-
lecting general world pre-1940 for 
more than fi fty years and has spe-
cialized in the area of Southern 
Africa, in particular the Boer Re-
publics of the Orange Free State 
and the South African Republic 
(Transvaal), since 1980.

He has exhibited since 1997 and 
has been an accredited judge since 
1999. Tim has created some twenty 
exhibits including traditional, post-
al history, postal stationery, pic-
ture postcards, fi rst day covers, and 
thematics. Having judged at more 
than fi fty World Series of Philately 
(WSP) shows, he has been a mem-
ber of the jury for the ATA (three 
times) and the AFDCS (twice) as 
well as AMERISTAMP EXPO (three 
times) and STAMPSHOW (twice). 
Tim is also an accredited literature 
judge.

He is currently president of the 
American Association of Philatelic 
Exhibitors (AAPE) and serves on 
the APS Committee for Accredita-
tion of National Exhibitions and 
Judges (CANEJ). As a member 
of CANEJ he has presented judg-
ing seminars on postal stationery, 
Cinderellas, display, illustrated 
mail, traditional and picture post-
card exhibits. He also has created 

numerous exhibiting seminars on 
such topics as title pages and syn-
opsis construction, one frames, 
and picture postcard exhibiting 
and treatment. 

Douglas Kelsey has been a stamp 
and cover collector since 1960, and 
an exhibitor at national shows since 
1962. He has published more than 
200 articles, books, catalogues, and 
monographs on various aspects of 
stamp and cover collecting; and an 
award-winning stamp show pro-
gram. He is accredited as a litera-
ture jury chairman.

He currently serves as executive 
director of the American First Day 
Cover Society. Doug has been the 
editor of an award-winning phila-
telic periodical and served as a 
Linn’s Stamp News columnist for 
fourteen years.

Over the years, he has been a 
member of the Columbus Philatel-
ic Club, Worthington Stamp Club, 
Indiana Stamp Club, and Tucson 
Stamp Club. In private life, Doug 
writes and publishes a 12-page 
weekly newsletter using a com-
puter with page layout and design 
software, and is familiar with vari-
ous aspects of computer-generated 
publications and periodicals.

Stephen Schumann has been 
a member of the American Phil-
atelic Society since 1965, and 
served as a Director-at-Large from 
1989–1991. His committee service 
has included Fakes and Forgeries, 
and Judges and Exhibitions. He 
currently serves as Chairman of 
the International Committee that 
coordinates all activities of the 
APS appointees to the FIP Com-
missions and APS Commissioners 
and Judges to international exhibi-
tions.

Steve is an accredited APS 
Chief Philatelic and Chief Litera-
ture Judge and has served on the 
juries of thirty different WSP Ex-
hibitions in the United States. At 
the FIP level he is accredited to 
judge traditional, postal history 
(Team Leader) and postal statio-
nery (Team Leader).

His local memberships include 
the California Collectors Club, 
Collectors Club of San Francisco, 
Philatelic Society of San Leandro, 
and a life membership in the San 
Francisco Pacifi c Philatelic Soci-
ety. He has made multiple pre-
sentations before each of these 
clubs. Steve has participated in the 
Council of Northern California 
Philatelic Societies. He has been 
associated with WESTPEX, the na-
tional philatelic exhibition held in 
the San Francisco Bay Area.

His current collecting inter-
ests are the postal stationery of 
the British Commonwealth, par-
ticularly New Zealand, Australia, 
Ceylon and British Borneo. Steve’s 
exhibits of Brunei, North Borneo 
Postal Cards, Sarawak Postal Sta-
tionery, and New Zealand Postal 
Stationery have been shown at the 
local through international levels.

The deadline for entries in the 
2008 CAC Newsletter Competition 
has past. It is time to plan to enter 
the 2009 Newsletter Competition. 
Watch for the Spring/Summer edi-
tion of the CACN with the list of 
2008 award winners and entry in-
formation for 2009 publications. 
Newsletter competition awards 
also will appear on the CAC web-
site at www.stamps.org/CAC. For 
information contact me at janek-
fohn@sbcglobal.net or my home 
address on page 2 of this CACN.

Jury for 2008 CAC Newsletter Competition
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Today’s stamp collectors have 
lived during great advances in sci-
entifi c knowledge. In 1982 Kenya 
recorded one of these advances 
on a four-stamp set honoring The 
Origin of Man. Throughout much 
of the twentieth century, there 
was scientifi c disagreement over 
whether modern man originated in 
one place and spread from there or 
independently developed in several 
places throughout the Old World. 
It was the discovery of increasing 
numbers of fossilized skeletal re-
mains in East Africa, especially in 
Tanzania and Kenya, that led to 
general agreement with the “Out 
of Africa” theory that “modern” 
humanity developed in Africa and 
populated the world from there.

At fi rst glance, the set of four 

looks rather grim as the 
main feature of each 
stamp is the skull of an 
early human ancestor or 
cousin. The earliest fos-
sil shown, on the 5-shil-
ling stamp, is Proconsul 
africanus from Rusinga 
Island in Lake Victoria. 
The dating given for this 
skull is 17.5 million years 

ago. Wikipedia states that the ex-
act classifi cation of Proconsul has 
changed “a few times” with cur-
rent opinion favoring a position 
between monkeys and apes.

The 3-shilling stamp shows a 
Homo habilis skull, part of a 2 mil-
lion-year-old ancestor. This skull 
was found in the Lake Turkana 
area in northern Kenya. Another 
fossil dated to about 2 million 
years ago is Australopithecus boisei  
(robust southern ape), also dis-
covered near Lake Turkana. This 
ancestor is on the 50-cent stamp. 
Boisei had powerful jaws and a 
thickset head. It co-existed with 
Homo habilis but apparently occu-
pied a somewhat different ecologi-
cal niche, providing the ability for 

the two to co-exist.1 The Australo-
pithecus body shape was not con-
tinued in modern man.

The fourth stamp, the 2-shilling, 
displays the youngest skull, Homo 
erectus from 1.5 million years ago. 
Erectus is a continuation of the 
body shape of habilis. According to 
Roland Oliver’s 1992 book, The Af-
rican Experience, Homo erectus was 
the species that left the “highland 
plateau of eastern and southern 
Africa . . . to spread rapidly right 
across the tropical and sub-tropical 
parts of the Old World.”

East African sites frequently 
have been covered by ash and/or 
lava from volcanic eruptions, so 
dating of fossils can be done quite 
reliably. In the quarter of a century 
since the release of these stamps, 
Kenya and the adjacent Rift Valley 
areas of East Africa have remained 
a productive source of fossils from 
early humanity.

Endnote
1. Richard Leakey and Roger Lewin, 
People of the Lake (Garden City, NY: 
Anchor Press/Doubleday, Garden 
City, [1972]).

Out of Africa  

The American Revolution: A Glorious Undertaking
    By Henry Fisher, (40 min) Created 2008

The United States has issued many stamps to honor Ameri-
can Revolutionary leaders and events. This 
program consists of U.S. stamps that tell the 
story of our country’s journey to indepen-
dence. The title refers to emotions felt by pa-
triots and soldiers in defense of American lib-
erty and the program reviews the background 
history of the war, shares details of the key 
strategies used, and debunks some popular 
myths.

Slide program number S 2

New Slide Program

Summer Saturdays
at the APC

The American Philatelic 
Research Library, APS Sales 
Circuits, and the APS Admin-
istration will be open from 9 
a.m.–4:30 p.m., June 6, June 
20, July 18, August 1, August 
15 and August 29.


