
Zanzibar was composed of the islands of
Zanzibar, Pemba and several small islands
off the east coast of Africa of what is now
Tanzania, just south of the border with
Kenya. The post office was located in the
city of Zanzibar, located on the western
shore of the island of the same name. It was
the largest city in East Africa during the
period of interest. Zanzibar is now part of
Tanzania. 

 

Indian Post Office in Zanzibar 
1878-1895 

 
This is an exhibit of the unique cancellations used by the Indian post office in Zanzibar 
from June 1, 1878 through November 10, 1895.  
 

India operated a post office in Zanzibar from November 1868 until April 1, 1869 when it 
was closed for political reasons. Cancels of India were used during this period. 
 
India again opened a post office in Zanzibar on October 1, 1875 that continued in 
operation until November 10, 1895 when it was turned over to the Sultanate. 
Cancellers of India were used until the first unique canceller was introduced on June 1, 
1878. There were seven (7) different unique Zanzibar cancellers used for outgoing mail 
from 1878 through 1895. There were four (4) additional date stamps used only for 
receiving and transit marks; the registered cds was used for both outgoing and 
incoming mail. Usages of the cancellers are shown in the sequence in which they were 
issued followed by the date stamps.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zanzibar was the major trading port and organizing area for trading and exploration 
caravans on the mainland during the late 1800’s. The population in 1890 was estimated 
to be about 200,000 including about 10,000 each Arabs and Indians and less than 300 
Europeans.  
 
France opened a post office at Zanzibar in 1889 and Germany followed in 1890. The 
German post office closed in 1891, after an agreement with Great Britain that set 
boundaries on the mainland, while the French office continued to operate until 1904. 
 
 
 































Indian Post Office in Zanzibar 
1878-1895 

 
This is an exhibit of the unique cancellations, on covers, used by the Indian post office 
in Zanzibar from June 1, 1878 through November 10, 1895. There were seven (7) 
different unique Zanzibar cancellers used for outgoing mail during this period. There 
were 4 additional date stamps used only for receiving and transit marks. The registered 
cds was used for both outgoing and incoming mail. Once a new canceller or datestamp 
was introduced use of the previous canceller was ended.  
 
The first three unique cancellers used in Zanzibar did not include the year, as common 
throughout the Indian Postal Administration. Determining the year a cover was mailed 
is done either through year dated receiving or transit marks applied by most European 
postal administrations or in the case of mail that stayed within the Indian Postal 
Administrated countries often through the Sea Post Office date stamps and the records 
of the sailings of the P&O ships that carried the mail. 
 
There are only 24 recorded examples of the use of the first canceller on covers. Two of 
these covers are included in this exhibit. There are 54 covers known with the second 
canceller, 4 are shown in the exhibit, and 28 with the third canceller, 4 of which are 
shown. Two of the latter are the earliest usage of the third canceller recorded by John 
Minns (29 August 1882) and almost 4 months earlier than recorded by Proud. 
 
It is not until the introduction of the fourth canceller that covers bearing Zanzibar 
cancellations become relatively common. 
 
A registered cover from the Karl Perrot & Co. office, just opened in Zanzibar, to the 
headquarters in Germany is shown missing one stamp. The 7 stamps remaining total 1 
rupee 12½ annas (28½ annas); this is most likely an 11x rate registered letter and the 
missing stamp is a 1 anna: 11x rate postage= 27½ annas, registration= 2 annas. 
 
Two of the covers showing receiving marks require special mention. The first date 
stamp used as a receiving mark is on a cover from India on which the stamps were not 
cancelled until the cover reached Aden. Both the receiving mark and Aden cancellation 
are scarce.  The second cover is a British East Africa J size RLE (the first of this size 
issued by the Imperial British East Africa Company) that was only used for 15 months 
from July 1892 until October 1893. It was mailed from Denhardt & Co. in Lamu to the 
German Consulate in Zanzibar and received the Zanzibar registered cds.  
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