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Alan Shepard - Early Naval Space Aviator 

          Quite often we do not think of the first Americans in 
space as early Naval Aviation pioneers, but Alan B. Shepard 
and many others were exactly that.  Alan Shepard began his 
naval career after he graduated from the United States Naval 
Academy in 1944. He served as an Ensign in USS 
COGSWELL (DD 651) during World War II, immediately 
following graduation from the academy, while it was 
deployed in the Pacific Ocean.  He received his naval aviator 
wings in 1947. 

         He was then chosen by the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration to be one of the first 110 military test 
pilots to be eligible for the first manned space flight program.  
Following that, after many physical and psychological tests, 
he was chosen to be one of the original seven Mercury 
astronauts. That was fifty years ago, in January 1961, that he 
was chosen to be the first American on a manned mission 
into space.  This flight, which was called Freedom 7, took 
place 5 May 1961.  Figure 1 shows 
the patch for this mission. This flight 
carried him an altitude of 116 miles 
and he landed 302 miles down the 
Atlantic Missile Range, which was a 
big deal at the time.  The launch and 
his recovery by helicopter were 
watched on live television by 
millions.                         Figure 1 

        The main objective of Project Mercury was to find out 
man’s capabilities in space and what the effects would be 
upon returning to earth.  This was a very brave mission to 
volunteer for at that time!  Nobody really knew what to 
expect as only monkeys and the Russian pilot Yuri Gagarin 
had preceded him by only a few weeks.  At that time we 
really weren’t sharing much information with the Russians at 
that time. 

        Figure 2, in a photo credited to NASA, Shepard is 
shown being hoisted aboard a U. S. 
Marine helicopter from squadron 
HMR(L)-262 after splashdown in 
the Atlantic, immediately after 
completing the Freedom 7 mission.  
He was then immediately taken 
aboard USS LAKE CHAMPLAIN 
(CVS 39).  Shepard had 
demonstrated that there was no 
possible doubt that man could 
function intelligently aboard the 
Mercury spacecraft and with relative 
safety in a true space environment 
for 15 minutes. 

                                                                                     Figure 2 

          Figure 3 shows a cover that was cancelled aboard 
LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVS 39) on 19 June 1961, just over a 
month following this historic flight. Frank Hoak has written 
an excellent article in the Naval Cover Fakes, Forgeries and 
Frauds series regarding many forged covers that have the 
actual flight date of 5 May 1961. 

     Figure 3: USS CHAMPLAIN (CVS 39) cover showing Type 

2 cancel from mid 1961 period. 

 
         Following the period between 1964 and 1969, Shepard 
was unable to maintain his flight status, but after successful 
corrective eye surgery, he was appointed as commander of 
Apollo 14. This mission was to be the third successful lunar 
landing mission and took place from 31 January 1971 – 9 
February 1971.  This flight is remembered as the one where 
Shepard hit two golf balls with a Wilson six-iron head 
attached to a lunar-sample scoop handle and indicated his 
second drive went “miles and miles and miles.” 
 

      Figure 4 shows the Apollo 14 
mission patch. This mission was 
launched on 31 January 1971 and 
concluded on 9 January 1971.  It 
lasted just over nine days and 
completed 34 orbits of the earth.  
The distance covered was 1,150,321 
miles.                                                                 Figure 4 

        Figure 5 shows a cover and cachet from USS 
HAWKINS (DD 873) showing that it is a member of the 

Apollo 14 Atlantic Recovery 
Force.  This cover was cancelled 
on 9 February 1971 with a P (H-
19) provisional cancel tied to a 
Scott # 1287 John F. Kennedy 13-
cent stamp.   
         Figure 6 shows a cover and 
cachet from USS NEW 
ORLEANS (LPH 11), the actual 
recovery ship, cancelled also on 9 
February 1971.  This cachet is red 
and indicates it is on the Pacific 
Recovery Force.  This cancellation 
is  tied  to a Scott  # C76 First Man  

                                          on Moon 10-cent airmail stamp. 
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Figure 5: 9 February 1971 USS HAWKINS Apollo 14 Atlantic 
Recovery Force cachet 

Figure 6: 9 February 1971 USS NEW ORLEANS (LPH 11) 
Apollo 14 Pacific Recovery Force cachet 

 
         Following the Apollo 14 mission Shepard, returned to 
his position as Chief of the Astronaut Office in June 1971.  
Following that, he was promoted to Rear Admiral and then 
retired from both the Navy and NASA on 1 August 1974. 

         During his life he was awarded the Congressional 
Space Medal of Honor; two NASA Distinguished Service 
Medals, the NASA Exceptional Achievement Medal, Naval 
Astronaut Wings, the Navy Distinguished Service Medal, 
and the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

         Shepard passed away from leukemia on 21 July 1998 at 
the age of 74 near his home in Pebble Beach, California.  The 
Navy named a supply ship, USNS ALAN SHEPARD (T-
AKE 3), for him in 2006 as shown in Figure 7.  

Figure 7: USNS ALAN SHEPARD (T-AKE 3) underway  

off San Diego. 

  Figure 8: USCS Decatur Chapter #4 documented the 

christening of the LEWIS AND CLARK-class cargo ship, 

ALAN SHEPARD in San Diego, CA with this cover dated 6 

December 2006.   
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Figure 9: 

The USPS will honor Alan Shepard as the first American in 

Space in early 2011 with a new “Forever” stamp. What a 

great opportunity to use on covers sent to the ship for at 

least her Corner Card since most USNS ships do not have 

cancels. 
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John H. Glenn, Jr. - Early Naval Space Aviator 
 
        John Glenn was born on 18 July 1921 in Cambridge, 
Ohio and presently lives with his wife, Annie in their home 
state of Ohio.  His name is familiar to all of us either as the 
very first person to orbit the earth or as a very well known 
United States Senator. 

        Most of the time Glenn is referred to as a United States 
Marine, but he does qualify as an early Naval Aviation 
Aviator, as he first enlisted in the United States Navy in 
March of 1942 as an aviation cadet.  He trained at Naval Air 
Station Olathe, Kansas. (If you have never heard of this 
Naval Air Station it may because it closed on 30 June 1970, 
over 40 years ago.)  It was later in 1943, during advanced 
training at the Naval Air Station Corpus Christi that he was 
reassigned to the United States Marine Corps and received 
his commission. Very shortly after his commissioning, he 
married his childhood playmate and high school sweetheart, 
Annie Margaret Castor, of Columbus, Ohio.   

        During World War II, which was in full swing when he 
first enlisted, he flew 59 combat missions in the South 
Pacific and saw action over the Marshall Islands. Following 
the war, he was assigned to Naval Air Station Patuxent 
River, Maryland where he was promoted to captain shortly 
before the war ended. 

        During the Korean War, he flew a F9F Panther jet 
interceptor for 63 combat missions during his first tour, and 
on his second tour, he flew 27 missions in the faster F-86F 
Sabre.  In the final days of the war, he shot down three MiG-
15s near the Yalu River. 

        In April 1959, he was assigned to the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) as one of the 
seven original astronauts for Project Mercury.  He remained 
an officer in the United States Marine Corps at this time. 

        On 20 February 1962, John H. Glenn, Jr., shown in 
Figure 1 entering a space capsule, became the very first 
person to orbit the earth.  He did this in the Friendship 7 
Mercury 6 
Capsule.  This 
flight, which 
originated from 
Cape Canaveral, 
Florida, lasted 
four hours, 55 
minutes and 23 
seconds.  The 
landing was at 
14:43:02 AM 
EST 800 miles 
southeast of 
Bermuda.                  Figure 1: Glenn entering Friendship 7. 

        This flight is commemorated in Figure 2, which is a 
First Day of Issue cancellation tied to a 4-cent Project 
Mercury Stamp for Scott # 1193, cancelled on 20 February 
1962, the day the mission started.   The mission decal is 
shown in Figure 3. 

Figure 2: First Day of Issue Project Mercury stamp. 

         USS NOA (DD 841) recovered the capsule, containing 
Glenn, after it was sighted at an 
altitude of 5,000 feet.  Figure 4 
shows a cover cancelled aboard 
NOA with a Type 2 cancel tied to a 
Scott # 1193, which was also a first 
day of issue cancel at that time, but 
is not indicated on the cover or 
cancel. Covers with this cachet, 
Project  Mercury  stamp  and  NOA              Figure 3 
cancel are known to have been backdated and were discussed 
in detail in the Fakes, Forgeries and Frauds series in the 
Log. I cannot verify that the autograph is actually Glenn’s. 
The spacecraft, with Glenn inside, was safely aboard NOA 
only 21 minutes after it landed.  Glenn’s total time of 
weightlessness was 4 hours 48 minutes and 27 seconds on 
this trip. 

 Figure 4: Project Mercury stamp backdated USS NOA.        

         Figure 5 shows a commemorative cover cancelled 
aboard NOA with the Type 2 cancel on 23 February after the 
ship returned to port. NOA had returned late on 22 February. 
Therefore, the approximately 1,500 covers with the Mercury 
stamp for the 23

rd
 would not have been aboard upon 

recovery.  See page 41 in the recently printed Fakes, 
Forgeries and Frauds book for more detail on the NOA 
backdating. 
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Figure 5: Approximately 1500 covers were postmarked 
legitimately on 23 February. 

         Figure 6 is from USS ENTERPRISE (CVA(N) 65) 
with a cachet indicating she was on the Project Mercury 
Recovery Force, so new at that time, she was on her initial 
shakedown cruise. This is a Type 2 cancel tied to a Scott 
#1091, International Naval Review stamp, showing USS 
SARATOGA on it.  At this time, it is significant to note that 
ENTERPRISE was the very first nuclear aircraft carrier in 
the US Navy.  A NASA Press Kit indicated that there were 
over twenty naval vessels in the Atlantic on the recovery 
force for the very first orbits around the earth. 
ENTERPRISE acted as a tracking and measuring station for 
the flight of Friendship 7, the “Project Mercury” space 
capsule.  

 Figure 6: USS ENTERPRISE Recovery Force cachet.        

 
        John Glenn retired from the Marine Corps in 1965 and 
entered the business world as an executive for Royal Crown 
Cola.   Following that, Glenn entered the world of politics, 
losing his first contest for the Democratic nomination for the 
U.S. Senate in 1970. 

        In 1974, Glenn won an Ohio Senatorial seat that he 
would hold until 1999. During his time in the senate, he was 
one of the chief authors of the 1978 Nonproliferation Act 2, 
served as chairman of the Committee on Governmental 
Affairs, was a member of the Foreign Relations and Armed 
Services committees and the Special Committee on Aging. In 
1998, Glenn chose not to run for re-election. 

        On 29 October 1998, at the age of 77 John Glenn 

became the oldest person ever to go into space aboard STS-

95: Space Shuttle Discovery.  Figure 7 shows him in his 

flight suit at that time. There was a thirty-six year span 

between his first orbital flight and his last one as a 

crewmember.  This flight provided information on the effects 

of spaceflight and weightlessness on the elderly.  The 

mission was accomplished in 134 earth orbits, traveling 3.6 

million miles in 213 hours and 44 minutes. There was a large 

amount of data to compare with the 

effects between the two flights with 

the same subject (Glenn). 

      
Figure 7: John Glenn suited  

for STS-95. 

 

 

          In my research, I noticed that the 50
th
 anniversary of 

John Glenn’s orbit of the earth is coming up in February of 
2012.  It appears that there is an opportunity for autographed 
cachets for this event if a person makes the effort.  The 
following comes from the John Glenn School of Public 
Affairs at the following website: 

http://library.osu.edu/find/collections/ohio-congressional-
archives/john-h-glenn-archives/contact-senator-glenn/          

(Retrieved 18 December 2010) 
Autograph Requests: If you would like to receive an 
autographed photograph of Senator Glenn or if you have 
memorabilia you would like to have signed, please mail your 
request or item to:  

The John Glenn School of Public Affairs 

Ohio State University 

304 Page Hall 

1810 College Road 

Columbus, OH 43210 

          Please include your first and last name to be included 
in the inscription, as items will not be autographed with 
Senator Glenn's signature only. Items will be returned via the 
U.S. Postal Service, uninsured and unregistered.  If you 
prefer a specialized Postal Service or an alternate method of 
return, you must include the appropriate pre-paid, addressed 
forms with your request.  If you would like to have your 
copy of Senator Glenn's memoirs autographed, please 
include return packaging and postage.  Please be aware that 
Senator Glenn's opportunities to autograph items are limited 
and therefore a delay (at times significant) in their return can 
be expected.  
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John Watts Young - Early Naval Space Aviator 
 

        On 25 March 1965, John W. Young, was aboard the 
very “first manned orbital maneuver” with Virgil Grissom, 
shown on the left, as shown in Figure 1. This was to be the 
first of many space flights by this naval aviator, who was 
born on 24 September 1930 in San Francisco, CA. Following 
his graduation from Georgia Institute of Technology in 1952, 
he joined the United States Navy and served aboard USS 
LAWS (DD 258), as 
shown in Figure 2, in 
the Korean War 
before entering flight 
school. Young 
completed U.S. Navy 
Test Pilot School in 
1959, before 
eventually being 
selected as a NASA 
astronaut in 1962.         

                                      Figure 1: Gus Grissom & John Young 

  Figure 2:  USS LAWS (DD 258) underway. 

       Gemini 3 was his very first flight as indicated with the 
patch in Figure 3 and a medal in Figure 4. A cover cancelled 
23 March 1965 aboard USS INTREPID (CVS 11) is shown 
in Figure 5.  INTREPID was on the recovery force of this 
very first manned orbital flight.  The cancel is a Type 7 
cancel tied to a 4-cent Scott #1193 Project Mercury Issue 
stamp. 

        

Figures 

3 and  4 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 5: USS INTREPID (CVS 11) Type 7 cancel Gemini 

recovery force.     
 

        Young’s career included five other space flights in 

addition to Gemini 3. They were the Gemini 10, Apollo 10, 

and Apollo 16, STS-1 (the first flight of the Space Shuttle) 

and finally STS-9 (the very first Spacelab mission). Young 

was the Spacecraft Commander on the STS-9, which took 

place from 28 November through 8 December 1983.  In 

addition to these six flights he was on a backup space flight 

crew for five other missions.  He has logged in total of more 

than 835 hours in space flights. 

        Figure 6 shows a cover cancelled aboard USS 

PRINCETON on 22 May 1969 when she was on the U.S. 

Navy Recovery Force for the Apollo 10 mission.  This 

mission orbited the moon and tracked proposed lunar landing 

sites.  It took place from 18-26 May 1969. Young was the 

Command Module Pilot on this flight.  This cover has a Type 

7t cancellation tied to two stamps, a two-cent Scott #1033 

Thomas Jefferson stamp and a four-cent Scott #1146 

Olympic Winter Games stamp. 

 

 Figure 6: Apollo 10 USS PRINCETON Type 7t cancel and 

rubber stamp Pacific recovery force cachet 

       Young is probably best remembered in the photograph 

shown in Figure 7 when he was standing on the moon on the 

first Apollo 16 moon walk. This mission took place from 16 
April thru 21 April 1972. Here he is shown saluting the 

American Flag at the Descartes Landing Site with the Lunar 

Module “Orion” on the left with the Lunar Roving Vehicle 

parked beside it. 
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 Figure 7: John Young saluting the American Flag at the 

Descartes Landing Site Apollo 16. 

         Figure 8 shows a commemorative cover for the 

launching of first Spacelab mission, for which Young was 

the Spacecraft Commander.  This flight took place from 28 

November 1983 through 8 December 1983.  This Colorano 

Silk hand-cancelled cachet has a date of 28 November 1983, 

from Kennedy Space Center, Florida.  The Scott #1919 18- 

cent, Comprehending the Universe--Telescope, stamp is used 

along with a two-cent Scott #1582, Speaker’s Stand stamp, 

for this cover.   
 

Figure 8: Columbia STS 9 Colorano silk cachet. 

        Figure 9 shows a cover commemorating what would be 

the landing for Commander Young’s last flight into space, 

STS-9, which took place on 8 December 1983.  This 

Colorano has a hand-cancellation from Edwards Air Force 

Base, where the landing took place and is tied to the Scott’s 

#1033 and 1146 stamps.   Of course, it is a stretch to call 

these Colorano covers “naval covers,” but we are honoring 
early naval aviation history this year and these covers may 

fall into that category.  At this writing (7 February 2011) 

possibly the very last Space Shuttle, Mission STS-133, is 

scheduled to take place on 24 February 2011. 

 Figure 9:  Colorano cachet for return of STS-9 to Edwards 

Air Force Base in California – John Young’s final space 

flight. 

        Young was awarded the Congressional Space Medal of 
Honor in 1981 and the National Space Trophy in 2000.  He 
was also inducted into the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame on 19 
March 1993. Young and his wife, Susy, presently live in 
Seabrook Texas. 
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Grossnick, Roy A. (1997). United States Naval Aviation 
1910-1995 Washington, DC:  Naval Historical Center 
Department of the Navy. 
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at:  http://www.spacecovers.com/index.htm 
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Charles Conrad, Jr. - Early Naval Space Aviator 
 
         Charles “Pete” Conrad, Jr., (Captain, USN, Retired) is 

the fourth featured early Naval space aviator in this series is 

shown in Figure 1.  He was 

born on 2 June 1930 and passed 

away on 8 July 1999 due to a 

motorcycle accident in Ojai, 

California at the age of 69.  The 

missions he participated in were 

Gemini 5, Gemini 11, Apollo 12 

and Skylab 2.  He logged a total 

of over 49 day’s time in space 

and was the third man ever to 

step on the moon, when he was 

commander of the Apollo 12 

mission.                                               Charles Conrad, Jr. 

         Figure 2 shows the Gemini 5 patch, the first mission he 
went on as pilot.  This mission, which he went on with 
Gordon Cooper, set a new space endurance record of eight 
days, surpassing the then-current Russian 
record of five days. Conrad, who 
had a reputation for 
frequently having a punch 
line on hand, called the 
mission “Eight days in a 
garbage can.” (The 
garbage can referring to 
the small size of the 
Gemini cabin, which was 
about the size of the front 
seat of a Volkswagen 
Beetle.)                       Figure 2 

        Figure 3 shows a cover cancelled at Cape Canaveral, 

FL on 21 August 1965, the date and place the Gemini 5 

mission took off.  The cancel is a Type 2 tied to a Scott # 

1208 five-cent flag stamp.  Pictured on the cachet are both 

Conrad and Cooper with drawings depicting the Gemini 5 

mission.   

 

Fig. 

 3 

        

         

     

 

 

 

A cover cancelled aboard LAKE CHAMPLAIN, which was 

the prime recovery ship, is shown in Figure 4.  This cover 

has a Type 7 cancel, cancelled on 29 August 1965 and tied to 

two Scott #1193 four-cent Project Mercury stamps, the date 

of the space capsule recovery.   

Figure 4: Prime recovery ship cover with rubber stamp GT-5 

cachet. 

 

        Figure 5 shows the 

capsule being recovered 

after the mission and 

being hoisted aboard USS 

LAKE CHAMPLAIN.  

 
 
 
 
Figure 5: Note deck 
recovery crew is working 
in whites with no one 
wearing safety helmets. 
Editor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Gemini 11 (officially Gemini XI) was the ninth manned 

spaceflight mission of NASA's Project Gemini, which flew 

from September 12 to 15, 1966. It was the 17th manned 

American flight and the 25th spaceflight to that time 

(includes X-15 flights over 100 kilometers (62 mi)). 

Astronauts Conrad and Richard F. Gordon, Jr. performed the 

first-ever direct-ascent (first orbit) rendezvous with an Agena 

Target Vehicle, used the Agena rocket engine to achieve a 

world record high-apogee earth orbit, and created a small 

amount of artificial gravity by spinning the two spacecraft 

connected by a tether.  

 
        Apollo 12 was the sixth manned flight in the United 

States Apollo program and the second to land on the moon, 

where Conrad became the third man to ever walk on the 

moon. Apollo 12 was launched on 14 November 1969 from 

the Kennedy Space Center, Florida, four months after Apollo 
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11, which was the first mission to the moon.  This was a 

particularly exciting mission during the takeoff as lightning 

struck the rocket twice within the first minute, with no 

damage being done. 

          Mission commander Conrad performed just over one 

day and seven hours of lunar surface activity while a 

Command Module remained in lunar orbit. The landing site 

for the mission was located in the southeastern portion of the 

Ocean of Storms. Key objectives were achievement of a 

more precise landing (which had not been achieved by 

Apollo 11), and to visit the Surveyor 3 probe to remove parts 

for analysis. The mission ended on 24 November with a 

successful splashdown, having completed the main mission 

parameters successfully. 
 
       Figure 6 shows a cover from USS HORNET dated 24 

November 1969, the day of splashdown for this mission.  

The HORNET cancel is a Type 7 cancel tied to a Scott # 

1208 Flag over White House five-cent stamp and a Scott # 

1209 Andrew Jackson one-cent stamp. 

Figure 6: USS HORNET cover with Apollo 12 Recovery 

Force cachet.  

 

         The last NASA mission that Conrad participated in was 

Skylab 2, where he was also commander of the first crew 

aboard the space station. This mission was launched on 25 

May 1973 and splashdown occurred on 22 June 1973 for a 

duration of 672 hours and 49 minutes (over 28 days), making 

it more than twice as long as any previous American space 

endurance record set by the Gemini 7 astronauts. 

 

         Conrad retired from NASA and the Navy in 1973 and 

later worked from 1976 on into the 1990s for McDonnell 

Douglas. As late as 1996, he was still making record flights 

when he was part of a crew in a Learjet on the record-

breaking around-the-world flight, which was completed in 

less than 49 and one-half hours.  This Learjet is on 

permanent static display at the Denver International Airport. 

 

         Charles “Pete” Conrad was awarded the Congressional 
Space Medal of Honor (October 1978), two NASA 

Distinguished Service Medals, two NASA Exceptional 

Service Medals, the Navy Astronaut Wings, two Navy 

Distinguished Service Medals, and two Distinguished Flying 

Crosses.  

Resources 

Grossnick, Roy A. (1997). United States Naval Aviation 

1910-1995 Washington, D.C.:  Naval Historical Center 

Department of the Navy. 

http://nssdc.gsfc.nasa.gov/nmc/spacecraftDisplay.do?id=196

6-081A 

http://www.nasa.gov/home/index.html 

http://www.hq.nasa.gov/pao/History/apollo/skylab1.html 

 

http://nssdc.gsfc.nasa.gov/nmc/spacecraftDisplay.do?id=1966-081A
http://nssdc.gsfc.nasa.gov/nmc/spacecraftDisplay.do?id=1966-081A
http://www.nasa.gov/home/index.html
http://www.hq.nasa.gov/pao/History/apollo/skylab1.html


Page 24                           Universal Ship Cancellation Society Log                               August 2011 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

James A. Lovell, Jr. - Early Naval Space Aviator 

         James (Jim) Arthur Lovell, Jr., shown in Figure 1, is 
the fifth in this series of early naval space aviator articles.  
He was born on 25 March 1928 and participated in the 
Gemini 7, Gemini 12, Apollo 8 and Apollo 13 missions.  
Lovell was born in Cleveland, Ohio where he graduated from 
Juneau High School.  His interests were always in rocketry 
and enjoyed building flying models.  He was also an Eagle 
Scout. 

     Following high school, 
he attended the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison for 
two years and then entered 
the United States Naval 
Academy, where upon 
completion in 1952 he 
entered the United States 
Navy.  In 1958, Lovell 
graduated first in his class 
from the U.S. Naval Test 
Pilot School (formally 
known as Naval Air Test 
Center) in Patuxent River, 
Maryland.                                     James A. Lovell, Jr. 

          NASA needed a second group of astronauts for the 
Gemini and Apollo programs in 1962 and Lovell was 
accepted into the NASA Astronaut 
Group 2.  His first mission was as 
Pilot of Gemini 7, which was 
launched on 4 December 1965. The 
Gemini 7 patch is shown in Figure 2.  
This mission lasted over 13 days 
while completing a total of 206 orbits 
of the earth.  

                                                                 Gemini 7 patch 

        On 15 December Gemini 6A was launched. Gemini 6A 
caught up to Gemini 7 and a rendezvous was technically 
achieved and station keeping begun on 15 December at 2:33 
p.m. EST with the two Gemini spacecraft in zero relative 
motion at a distance of less than 110 meters apart. 
Stationkeeping maneuvers involving the spacecraft circling 
each other and approaching and backing off continued for 5 
hours 19 minutes over three and a half orbits. During the 
maneuvers, all four astronauts (two in each capsule) on both 
spacecraft took turns in the formation flying activities and 
photographs were taken from both spacecraft. This marked 
the first time two spacecraft were maneuvered with respect to 
each other by control of their crews. Gemini 6A returned to 
Earth on December 16. Figure 3 shows a cover cancelled 
aboard the USS WASP (CVS 18) with a Type 7 cancel tied 
to Scott #1208 on 16 December 1965, the day of this event.  

WASP was the recovery ship that Lovell was taken to 
immediately upon retrieval from the sea upon completion of 
the Gemini 7 mission, two days later.   

Figure 3: Cover from USS WASP with Gemini GT-6 rubber 

stamp cachet. 

 
         Figure 4 shows a cover cancelled aboard the USS 
RENSHAW (DD 499) with a Type 2 cancel tied to Scott 
#1208 also on 16 December 1965.  Notice that RENSHAW 
was positioned, according to the cachet, in the Pacific U. S. 
Navy Recovery Force rather than the Atlantic U. S. Navy 
Recovery Force as the WASP cover is. There were many 
recovery vessels on ready all over the world in case one of 
the spacecraft was to miss their intended landing target or 
have an emergency. 

Figure 4: GTA-6 Pacific Recovery Force cachet with USS 

RENSHAW Type 2 cancel. 
 
        Figure 5 shows another Type 7 cancel dated 18 
December 1965 tied to a Scott #1237, Science stamp, from 
aboard WASP on the day of recovery.  This rubber stamped 
cachet cover also has representative signatures of Lovell and 
Frank Borman, the Command Pilot on this mission.  I am 
unable to authenticate these signatures. 

         Lovell’s next mission, and his first mission as 
Command Pilot was Gemini 12, with Pilot Buzz Aldrin.  
This mission included the very first extravehicular activity 
(EVA) where an astronaut (Aldrin) actually stepped outside 
of the space capsule with an “umbilical cord” and exposed 
himself to outer space. This mission took place from 11 
November 1966 through 15 November 1966, lasted just short 
of four days, and completed 59 orbits of the earth. 

Naval Space Aviators      
   Don Tjossem (L-10,987) 
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Figure 5: GT-7 cachet with USS WASP cancel and Borman 

and Lovell’s signatures. 

 
        Lovell’s next mission was Apollo 8, which was the first 
human spaceflight ever to leave earth’s orbit, the first to be 
captured by and escape from the gravitational field of another 
celestial body (the moon), and the first crew to voyage 
behind another celestial body, so that the earth was out of 
sight.  This mission took place from 21 December 1968 until 
27 December 1968, and included 10 lunar orbits. 

        Lovell’s last mission, Apollo 13, is the one he is best 
known for and has quite often been called a “successful 
failure.” Figure 6 shows the Apollo 13 patch on a cover 
cancelled 17 April 1970, the recovery date of the space 
capsule, aboard the USS IWO JIMA (LPH 2) with a Type 2 
cancel tied to Scott # 1371 stamp. It is interesting to note that 
this stamp was the Apollo 8 stamp, the first Apollo mission 
Lovell was on. This mission was initially scheduled to land 
on the moon, but had to be aborted after an oxygen tank 
ruptured aboard the spacecraft and damaged the electrical 
system. The mission was launched on 11 April 1970 and two 
days later, an explosion damaged the service module upon 
which the Command Module depended.  The crew had to 
conserve batteries and oxygen for the next four days to return 
safely to earth.  In Lovell’s own words: 

    “Since Apollo 13 many people have asked me, 
Did you have suicide pills on board? We didn't, and 
I never heard of such a thing in the eleven years I 
spent as an astronaut and NASA executive.  
 
     I did, of course, occasionally think of the 
possibility that the spacecraft explosion might 
maroon us in an enormous orbit about the Earth - a 
sort of perpetual monument to the space program. 
But Jack Swigert, Fred Haise, and I never talked 
about that fate during our perilous flight. I guess we 
were too busy struggling for survival.  
 
      Survive we did, but it was close. Our mission 
was a failure but I like to think it was a successful 
failure.  
 
       The trip was marked by discomfort beyond the 
lack of food and water. Sleep was almost impossible 
because of the cold. When we turned off the 
electrical systems, we lost our source of heat, and 
the Sun streaming in the windows didn't much help.  

We were as cold as frogs in a frozen pool, 
especially Jack Swigert, who got his feet wet and 
didn't have lunar overshoes. It wasn't simply that 
the temperature dropped to 38 F: the sight of 
perspiring walls and wet windows made it seem 
even colder. We considered putting on our 
spacesuits, but they would have been bulky and 
too sweaty. Our teflon-coated in-flight coveralls 
were cold to the touch, and how we longed for 
some good old thermal underwear. 
 
       The ground, anxious not to disturb our 
homeward trajectory, told us not to dump any 
waste material overboard. What to do with urine 
taxed our ingenuity. There were three bags in the 
command module; we found six little ones in the 
LM, then we connected to a condensate tank to a 
long hose and finally we used two large bags 
designed to drain remaining water out of those 
tanks after the first lunar EVA. I'm glad we got 
home when we did, because we were just about out 
of ideas for stowage.” (1) 

Figure 6: Apollo 13 logo used as a cachet with USS IWO 

JIMA (LPH 2) Type 2 cancel on an Apollo 8 stamp. 

 
         Lovell lost 14 pounds on this mission in just six days.  
Lovell went on to say,  
 

“Nobody believes me, but during this six-day 
odyssey we had no idea what an impression Apollo 
13 made on the people of Earth. We never 
dreamed a billion people were following us on 
television and radio, and reading about us in 
banner headlines of every newspaper published. 
We still missed the point on board the carrier IWO 
JIMA, which picked us up, because the sailors had 
been as remote from the media as we were. Only 
when we reached Honolulu did we comprehend 
our impact: there we found President Nixon and 
Dr. Paine to meet us, along with my wife 
Marilyn.” (1) 

 
         Lovell has garnered an impressive share of honors and 
awards, including: the Presidential Medal for Freedom, the 
French Legion of Honor, and NASA Distinguished Service 
Medal, NASA Exceptional Service Medal, the Navy 
Distinguished Service Medal, The Naval Astronauts Wings, 
National Geographic Society’s Hubbard Medal, and most 
recently the Congressional Space Medal of Honor. 
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Neil A. Armstrong - Early Naval Space Aviator 

        Neil Armstrong, shown in Figure 1, is not always thought 

of as a Naval Aviator, as he was a civilian aviator for most of 

his career.  He was born on 5 August 1930 and after becoming 

an Eagle Scout in Wapakoneta and 

completing Blume High School,  he 

then went on to Naval Air Station 

Pensacola for flight training.  A 

week after his 20
th

 birthday on 12 

August 1950, he became a fully 

qualified Naval Aviator after carrier 

landing training aboard USS 

CABOT (CVL 28) and USS 

WRIGHT (CV 49). In 1951, he 

made his very first jet carrier 

landing on USS ESSEX (CV 9).                 Neil Armstrong 

       Armstrong flew 78 missions over Korea, most of which 

were in January 1952.  On 23 August 1952, he left the navy 

and became a Lieutenant, Junior Grade in the United States 

Naval Reserve.  In 1955, Armstrong completed a bachelor’s 

degree in aeronautical engineering at Purdue University and 

later resigned his Naval Reserve commission on 20 October 

1960. 

       It was on 30 November 1960 when he piloted the first of 
seven flights in the North American X-15.  In these flights, 
he achieved a maximum speed of 3,989 mph and a maximum 
altitude of 207,500 feet. His last flight in the X-15 was on 26 
July 1962. On 13 September 1962, he accepted a position, as 
a civilian, in the NASA Astronaut Corps or part of what was 
often called “the New Nine” or the second team of astronauts 
with a goal of landing on the moon. 

       Armstrong was named the Command Pilot of Gemini 8, 
which was launched on 16 March 1966. In this flight, the 
first docking between two spacecraft was completed after six 
and one-half hours in orbit. The mission completed seven 
orbits of the earth and lasted only 10 hours, 41 minutes.  The 
spacecraft landed on 17 March 1966 and was recovered by 
USS LEONARD F. MASON (DD 852) in the Pacific Ocean. 
Armstrong was the Commander on what is the most famous 
space mission of all time, Apollo 11, where he became the 
first man to walk on the surface of the moon. The space 
flight took off from the Kennedy Space Center on 16 July 
1969 and on 20 July at 04:17 PM EDT, the lunar module 
(Eagle) landed on the “Sea of Tranquility” on the moon.  At 
10:56 p.m., a little over six hours after landing, Armstrong 
began his famous walk on the moon and returned to the lunar 
lander after slightly over 2 1/2 hours of lunar exploration 
with Edwin E. Aldrin, Jr., the Lunar Module Pilot. This 
mission was totally successful and they were able to 
complete many scientific experiments as planned and return 
to earth with moon material.  

Figure 2: Apollo 11 cachet with USS NEW Type 2r cancel. 

        Figure 2 shows a Type 2r cancel of USS NEW (DD 

818) dated 24 July 1969 tied to a Scott # 1371 eight-cent 

stamp. NEW was on the Atlantic Recovery Force for this 

mission. For this mission there was an Atlantic Recovery 

Control and a Pacific Recovery Control Center.  Figure 3 

shows a cover with a Type 6egp cancel from the Norfolk, 

VA Naval Air Station Branch Post Office that is tied to a 

Scott # 1338 six-cent stamp, dated 24 July 1969. The cachet 

depicts the Apollo 11 Lunar Module descending into the 

Atlantic Ocean with the three parachutes attached. Of course, 

we know the module landed in the Pacific, but this was their 

cachet. 

Figure 3: Naval Air Station, Norfolk VA postmark with Apollo 

11 cachet for TF 140. 

 

      

 

 

 

 Figure 4: 

 USS HORNET 

approaching the 

Lunar Module in 

 the foreground   

24 July 1969 

 for pick-up. 
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         Figure 5 shows the Lunar Module after it has been 

safely placed on the deck and ready for “decontamination.” 

A reporter asked Armstrong in an interview following the 

mission, “Was there ever a moment on the Moon where 

either one of you were just a little bit spellbound by what was 

going on?”  Armstrong responded “About 2 1/2 hours.” 

Figure 5: Deck department crew removing the flotation 

collar after the Apollo 11 capsule was brought aboard USS 

HORNET. 

 

       Shown in Figure 6 is a number 10 envelope cancelled 

aboard HORNET, the main recovery ship for this mission. 

This cover has a Type 7 cancel tied to a Scott # 1371 stamp 

commemorating the Apollo 8 mission, which Armstrong was 

the command pilot for three years earlier. It is interesting to 

note that this envelope is addressed to Chaplain Theodore K. 

Pitt, a Naval Aviator in the Naval Reserve. He later earned a 

Doctor of Ministry degree from the San Francisco 

Theological Seminary and was the author of some 

publications in the ministry field. 

Figure 6: Number 10 cover with AS 506 rubber stamp cachet 

for Pacific Recovery Force 
 
        Figure 7 is a cover also cancelled aboard HORNET 

also on 24 July 1969.  It has a Type 7 cancel also tied to a 

Scott #1317 stamp which was issued for the Apollo 8 

mission. The cachet for this cover is the very familiar official 

Apollo 11 insignia. 

Figure 7: The Eagle has landed. 

 

Figure 8: Neil Armstrong early in 2010. 

Armstrong is a recipient of the 

Congressional Space Medal of Honor 

plus many other honors. He and his 

wife, Carol, presently reside near 

Loveland, Ohio. 
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