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The third annual United States Stamp Society–Barbara R. 
Mueller Award for the best article published in a single 
year of The American Philatelist, the award-winning jour-

nal of the American Philatelic Society, as chosen by APS members, 
the staff of the AP, and an award-selection committee, has been 
awarded to Howard W. Geisler for his November 2009 postal 
history article, “Saarland; A German 
State with French Philatelic History.”

Howard Geisler, from Gahanna, 
Ohio, began collecting stamps in 
pursuit of a Boy Scout merit badge. 
He continued collecting after 
achieving the badge because of the 
excitement of the subjects on stamp 
issues, including discovering their 
history and geographic locations, 
and through the encouragement of 
friends. Part of the attraction was 
undoubtedly the anticipation of going to the iconic Buckey 
Stamp Company shop in downtown Dayton. His initial col-
lection was partly funded with proceeds from a paper route, 
but was expanded with the help of letters from a relative in 
Berlin and a family member serving in the military.

These initial steps were followed by the usual big de-
lay in collecting while he graduated in architecture from 
the University of Cincinnati and settled into architectural 
work in Dayton, Baltimore, and New York. Later, he re-
focused on stamps and concentrated for many years on 
Germany and German Colonies. In the 1990s, he was at-
tracted to Saar because of the interconnected history of 
France and Germany and because “There are many inter-
esting plate flaws and printing varieties with more being 
recognized at this time.”

A Life Member of APS, Howard is also a member of 
Germany Philatelic Society (Chapter 20, Columbus, OH) 
and Germany and Colonies Philatelic Society. Since re-
tirement from the State of Ohio State Architect’s Office in 
2002, he has contributed articles to the journals of both 
groups (Germania and The German Postal Specialist). 

Howard says he benefits from stamp collecting be-
cause it provides continuing opportunities to study his-
tory. When asked recently to describe himself as a col-
lector, he responded, “With all the information resources 
available on the Internet and through modern publish-
ing, it’s easy to be excited by philately.”
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