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by Maurice M. Bursey

The duration of the American Civil War (1860–65) caused great economic hardships 
for Southern civilians as well as military personnel. Before the war, the South had 
concentrated on the production of staple crops (such as cotton and tobacco) and 

imported most manufactured materials. Everyone (North and South) na-
ively assumed that the war would be over in a matter of weeks. 

The Confederacy was confident that Europe was so de-
pendent on the staples provided by the South, 

especially cotton, that they would become 
strong allies. European markets, how-
ever, found other suppliers to meet the 
demand and, as the war dragged on, 
numerous shortages of manufactured 
goods were felt throughout the South.

Of particular interest to philat-
elists is the great shortage of paper 
that developed over the course of 
the war. Prior to the Secession the 
South had obtained ordinary paper 
from the North and its better qual-
ity paper from the United King-
dom, France, and Belgium. With 
the interdiction of trade between 
North and South after seces-
sion and the Federal blockade of 

Southern ports, the supply of paper in 
the Confederacy, once ample, shrank 
to extremely low levels. The situation 
was exacerbated by the fact that, dur-
ing the fighting, most of the few paper 
mills in the South (mainly in Virginia) 
were destroyed. In response, people 
turned to many kinds of spare paper to 
make into envelopes for letters. Busi-
ness and military forms, the end papers 
of books, maps, used envelopes opened 
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up and turned inside out, and wallpa-
per all were used.

Wallpaper covers, on which this 
article focuses, were most often made 
from unused rolls of paper stored away. 
There are numerous examples of wall-
paper covers from North Carolina; 
this article examines a few from Fay-
etteville. Its scope is narrow so that the 
discussion of the wallpaper itself can 
be limited.

Machine production of wallpaper 
likely was introduced to the United 
States in the mid-1840s. In the decade 
preceding the Civil War, there were 443 
mills making paper for all purposes in 
the United States, all but sixty-four of 
which were located in the Northeast and Ohio, with one 
outlier in Chicago. Wallpaper was manufactured from (in 
increasing order of quality): straw, a mixture of straw 
and wool, Manila hemp, and cotton or linen rags. The 
first sale of paper from wood pulp did not occur until 
1867.

The printing firms of James Albright — and later 
Sterling, Campbell & Albright — of Greensboro, 
North Carolina, printed scrip for the Greensboro 
Mutual Trust & Insurance Company that had a 
patterned underprinting on the 25-cent and 50-
cent notes. Some sellers have classi-
fied these notes as printed on “wall 
paper,” but serious students of print-
ing do not consider them as such.

During the lifetime of the Con-
federate States, there were no large 
manufacturers of wallpaper in the 
South. Most of the small producers 
known to have existed were located 
in Louisiana. There is at least one 
paper manufacturer known today 
to have made paper near Fayetteville 
during this period: David Murphy 
on Rockfish Creek. However, his 
product “was principally printing 
paper,” most probably used for news-
paper publishing.

In the middle of the nineteenth 
century, the sellers of wallpapers in 
the largest American cities used the 
term “paperhangers,” and they also often applied the paper 
to the walls of their clients’ houses. A March 19, 1850 adver-
tisement from the Fayetteville Observer reads:

Wall and Curtain Paper
HOWELL & BROTHERS,
Largest Manufacturers and Importers in the United States,
No. 207 Baltimore St., Baltimore, Invite the attention of 

country Merchants and others to their large assortment of 
WALL AND CURTAIN PAPER, FIRE BOARD PRINTS, 
BORDERS, &c. For sale very low wholesale and retail.

March 13, 1850

In North Carolina, businesses that advertised them-
selves as house painters usually were the source of wallpaper 
as well. A state business directory from 1866 listed a total 
of ten house and sign painters in the major cities of North 
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Carolina, none of them in Fayetteville. Five house painting 
businesses, plus one firm specifically listed as a paperhanger, 
were listed in an 1875 statewide directory, again with none 
in Fayetteville. It appears, then, that the closest business Fay-
etteville families choosing wallpaper for their homes could 
contact would be in Raleigh, about sixty-five miles distant.

The most common background colors of wallpaper de-
signs used for envelopes are blue, brown, and gray. Many of 
these designs are surprisingly loud. The wallpapers shown 
here are all indicative of mid-nineteenth century production 
and were very likely produced in the United States. All but 
one of them are clearly machine printed.

The first example illustrated is the front of a cover with 
a Type II 10-cent Jefferson Davis stamp (CSA Scott 12) can-
celed by a Type 6 Fayetteville circular date stamp1 in which 
only the month of September is decipherable. The earliest 
known use of this stamp is May 1, 1863, and so this cover 
must be from 1863 or 1864. The addressee, Hon. Thos. S. 
Ashe, was a prominent Wadesboro lawyer and politician. He 
served in the Confederate House of Representatives from 
1861 to 1864, and was elected to the Confederate Senate 
in 1864 but was never seated because of the collapse of the 
Confederate government. After the war he ran unsuccess-
fully for governor in 1868 but did serve in the United States 
Congress from 1873 to 1876. He then served as an associate 
justice of the North Carolina Supreme Court from 1878 un-
til his death in 1887.

The wallpaper pattern is a white, burgundy, and green 
design on a gray background. Interestingly, both variet-
ies of the common green color in wallpaper of the period 

contained both copper and arsenic. Mold could 
convert the arsenic chemically into a poisonous 
gas, and there are reports of wallpaper-induced 
poisoning from this period.

Another wallpaper cover with a Type II 10-
cent Jefferson Davis stamp and canceled by a 
Type 6 Fayetteville circular date stamp is ad-

dressed to Raleigh. Unfortunately, all 
elements of the date are illegible. The 
addressee to Miss Cora Jordan at St. 
Mary’s in Raleigh. Cora R. Jordan is 
listed as a thirteen-year-old in the 1860 
Federal census, living in the household 
of her father Daniel W. Jordan, a wealthy 
planter in Lower All Saints Parish, Di-
vision No. 3, Georgetown, South Caro-
lina, along with her mother, a brother, 
and two sisters.

St. Mary’s College was founded in 
1842 as a preparatory school and college 
for young women. It attracted students 
from both the South and the North, and 
during the Civil War was a safe haven 
for young women. Both Robert E. Lee 
and Jefferson Davis sent family mem-
bers there, and there were even relatives 

of Union generals enrolled. When Union forces occupied 
Raleigh, General William Sherman conferred with the presi-
dent of St. Mary’s in the main building while classes were be-
ing held. It continues on the same campus today as a young 
women’s high school.

The wallpaper pattern has thin gray lines on a tan back-
ground, with a pretty floral design of pink, white, blue, and 
green superimposed. A rule of philatelic auction values is 
that the more attractive the wallpaper cover, the higher the 
successful bid.

The third cover illustrated bears a Type I 10-cent Jeffer-
son Davis stamp (CSA Scott 11) with a clear circular date 
stamp, Type 6, of November 7, 1863. It is addressed to “Col 
William A. Williams” in Charlotte, North Carolina. Al-
though no colonel from North Carolina bore this name, 
there were two corporals who did. Neither of the units in 
which they served, the Fifth North Carolina Cavalry and the 
Forty-fifth Infantry, was stationed in Charlotte in Novem-
ber 1863, so perhaps Corporal Williams was on furlough or 
in the infirmary then. (There were also quite a few privates 
named William A. Williams in North Carolina units, but no 
clear records tie any of them to Charlotte in late 1863.)

The gray rococo wallpaper design, with its burgundy 
dot pattern, appeared to an expert to be a wood block print 
made by hand, the method used before machines were de-
veloped. The paper was a more expensive variety than those 
used for the other covers shown in this article.

A fourth cover has a Type II 10-cent Jefferson Davis 
stamp canceled by a Type 6 circular date stamp with a date 

Front and opened back of a cover addressed to an unidentified soldier.
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of October 8, 1863. The cover is addressed to James Evans, 
Starr’s Light Battery, Greenville, North Carolina. Starr’s Light 
Battery was the Second Company B, Thirty-sixth North Car-
olina Regiment, which was posted to various places in east-
ern North Carolina at the time. The regiment was recruited 
in Cumberland County and several others. Unfortunately, 
James Evans does not appear in its roster, in spite of the 
address on the cover. Again, there were many men named 
James Evans in other North Carolina units, but none of these 
units was located near Greenville in late 1863.

The wallpaper has a bold design of multicolored medal-
lions in white, blue, and brown and is ungrounded; that is, 
without a printed background color. It is similar, but not 
identical, to a design in the collection of Historic New Eng-
land in Boston, which dates the paper to the period 1850–
1860.

The next two covers are made from wallpaper with the 
same design, although the handwriting on the envelopes 
is different. The first carries a pair of the Richmond print 
of the 5-cent Jefferson Davis (CSA Scott 7), which is cur-
rently known to have been used first on August 15, 1862. 

The cover is addressed to George Moore Esq. British Con-
sul, Richmond, Virginia. This cover also appears in the 1929 
Dietz “Bible” of Confederate philately as the second cover 
in a black-and-white plate captioned “Turned Covers, ‘Wall-
Papers,’ and Other Evidences of Adversity.”

The Type 6 Fayetteville circular date stamp has an illeg-
ible date, but it has an enclosure in the same hand dated Au-
gust 19, 1863, and, curiously, a dateline of Chatham County. 
There is an interesting story associated with the contents of 
the letter, and so it is partially quoted here:

Sir we the undersigned British subjects and having 
papers of protection from you have been a few days ago 
enrolled in the Militia of this state and according to report 
are to be Mustered into the service of the State at an early 
date or liable to be called out at aney [sic] time we therefore 
take this method of informing you of our condition and 
wishing to know from you what would be the best or most 
advisable course to pursue in a case of this kind.

We are mechaniks [sic] and have stood aloof from all 
the excitement up to the present time and intend doing so 
if permitted and if not permitted we are anxious to have 

A curious example of an adversity cover is the one addressed to 
“Messrs. [John] Bomar & [Dexter Edgar] Converse,” co-owners of 
the Bivingville Cotton Manufacturing Company, Cedar Springs, 
Spartanburg District, South Carolina. (Mr. Converse was heavily 
involved in the founding of Converse College in Spartansburg.) 
The cancellation of the Scott 12, which is affixed as a “seal” to the 
back flap of the envelope, is a Fayetteville Type 7, but this was 
used only after the war, from 
1865 to 1875. Further, there is 
no indication of any gum resi-
due or discoloration below the 
flap where the stamp would 
have been affixed if it was re-
ally used to seal the envelope. 
The conclusion is that the en-
velope itself is a genuine us-
age to a contemporarily valid 
addressee, but that the stamp 
and cancellation were added 
later.

At first glance, the inside design of the envelope appears 
to be a striped wallpaper with a small floral decoration, How-
ever, closer inspection reveals it to be another type of ad-
versity cover, one made from a military elevation map. The 
small flower appears only once on the cover and is, in fact, 
an added sticker. Such adhesives were not uncommon during 
the period of the Civil War.

Front, back, and opened cover addressed to a cotton 
manufacturer near Spartansburg, SC, with stamp added and 
canceled by a postwar circular date stamp.



744   AmericAn PhilAtelist / August 2010

your opinion on the subject.
We are with respect your obedient servants
James Tobin
William Reed
Direct Gulf P.O., Chatham County, N.C.

Gulf is a post office in Chatham County that has been 
in almost continuous operation since 1828. Quite possibly 
Tobin and Reed were what would be called engineers today 
for the nearby Egypt Coal Mine, which opened in 1855 as 
the state’s first commercial coal mine. (The site of the mine 
is in Lee County today.) Egypt and Fayetteville were the ter-
mini of the Western Railroad, built to carry coal to the fall 
line of the Cape Fear River at Fayetteville, where it could be 
shipped. So the letter likely was carried privately from the 
mine to Fayetteville, where it entered the mail.

Although George Moore had been removed as consul 
by Jefferson Davis more than two months before, on June 
5, 1863, he must nevertheless have offered good advice, be-
cause no one by the name of James Tobin appears on the 
roster of any North Carolina military unit. (Several men 
named James Tobin immigrated from the United King-
dom in the years preceding the Civil War and entered the 
country through several northern ports.) There were more 
than a dozen soldiers named William Reed in the muster 
rolls of various North Carolina units, so it is impossible to 
say whether the William Reed who signed this letter was as 
lucky as his friend James Tobin.

The matching wallpaper cover also has a Type 6 circular 

date stamp. It is all but illegible, except for “..TTE...,” but 
the size of the circle helps to identify this as a cover 

from Fayetteville. The stamp is again a Type I 10-
cent Jefferson Davis. There is almost no trace of a 
date, and the name of the addressee is almost il-
legible too. All that is clear is the city: “Goldsboro, 
N.C.” The consensus of several North Carolina ar-
chivists is that the name is “Major J.C. Slocumb.”

The name of Slocum, Slocumb, or Slocomb 
is an early one in the vicinity of Goldsboro, dat-

ing from the late 1600s, and John 
Charles is a personal name that 
occurs in every generation. There 
is a J.C. Slocumb listed in the 
1860 Federal census as living in 
the Goldsboro District of Wayne 
County.  This was John Charles 
Slocumb, a prosperous farmer 
with a wife and four sons. His 
real estate in 1860 was valued at 
$8,500, and his personal property 
at $29,500; he owned thirty-eight 
slaves. At one point during the 
conflict, his house was occupied 
by Union General John A. Logan2 
and his staff, and all of Slocum’s 
property was plundered by sol-
diers. As a result of the looting and 

the emancipation of his slaves, by the 1870 census Slocum’s 
worth was reduced to $7,000 (real estate) and $400 (personal 
property).  The house, built in 1850, was described as a “large 
house at the east end of Walnut Street and Slocum Street”; 
after the war it served as Goldsboro’s first hospital and in the 
early twentieth century as an orphans’ “teachery.” If this is 
indeed the “Major” J.C. Slocomb of the cover, it is most likely 
that the title was an honorific. This well-respected Golds-
boro citizen (who, according to local historians, often went 
by “J.C.”) was the son of a congressman who died in office, 
the Hon. Jesse Slocomb, and the grandson of Revolutionary 
War heroes, Ezekiel Slocomb and his wife Mary (known as 
“Polly”) who were involved in the  Battle of Moores Creek 
Bridge in1776. 

A solder named J.C. Slocum served with Captain Charles 
J. Nelson’s Company of North Carolina Defense Troops, or-
ganized August 1, 1863, but no records from this unit have 
been found. If the unit was commanded by a captain, it could 
not have included a major.

The wallpaper used in the two covers just described is 
printed in white and two shades of brown on blue paper. It 
consists of a bridge scene surrounded by fancy scroll work 
that surrounds closely spaced horizontal white lines. The 
blue color permeates to the backside of the paper, and an 
expert opinion contends that these designs likely are printed 
on unbleached rag paper made from indigo fabrics. They 
have the look of ingrain papers, viz., wallpapers colored in 

Front and back of a cover addressed to the British consul in Richmond.
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the pulp stage. However, ingrain papers were 
not patented until 1878, so the paper of the 
covers only resembles this later product.

For those interested in collecting adversity 
covers, converted wallpaper envelopes similar 
to those described above are often found in 
auctions of Confederate covers, and they are 
known from many other North Carolina towns, 
as well as from other states in the Confederacy.
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Endnotes
1. The numbers of types of cancellation date stamps refer to the listings in Vol-
ume 1 of Post Offices and Postmasters of North Carolina, edited by Vernon S. 
Stroupe, Robert J. Stets, Ruth Y. Wetmore, and Tony L. Crumbley (Newell, NC: 
North Carolina Postal History Society, 1996).
2. General John A. Logan is given credit for saving the city of Raleigh, North 
Carolina from being burned by Union troops at the end of the war. See the John 
A. Logan College website at www.jals.edu/johnlogan/html.
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