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2010 Nicholas G. Carter 
Volunteer Recognition Awards

National Promotion/Service 
• Maximum of five recipients  

per year.

David Eeles
David has been active in Columbus, 

Ohio philately for many years. He is a 
long-time volunteer, teaching classes at 
Stamp Saturday and is often seen work-
ing hours behind exhibit tables as exhib-
its are being mounted and dismounted. 
He actively supports the APRL with do-
nations of both money and materials.

Jane King Fohn
Jane has been a stalwart on the Chap-

ter Activities Committee since 1988. She 
has served as editor of the CAC Bulletin 
and assisted in other ways such as man-
ager of the StampShow Program cri-
tique, the Newsletter Exchange Service, 
and the Newsletter contest/critique. A 
member of the Texas Philatelic Associa-

tion since 1984, she has served as presi-
dent, editor, and archivist for the TPA. 
She also created and ran the youth stamp 
design contest for twenty years.  Jane 
has served the Austin and San Antonio 
stamp clubs with distinction and devel-
oped a couple exhibits, including one of 
the best first day cover exhibits on the 
9-cent Alamo stamp.

Cheryl Ganz
Cheryl may be best known as chief 

curator of philately for the Smithson-
ian’s National Postal Museum, but she 
has been a tireless volunteer on behalf 
of the hobby for many years. Her phila-
telic collections focus on zeppelin mail 
worldwide with specialization in U.S. 
airships, the 1933 Graf Zeppelin Chica-
go flight, and the Hindenburg. She also 
collects United States, France, Germany, 
and Switzerland philately. In addition 
to research and writing, she has exhib-

ited worldwide, including in the Court 
of Honor at Washington 2006 World 
Philatelic Exhibition. Ganz serves 
as co-editor of The Zeppelin Collector, 
is a past-president of the American Air 
Mail Society, and serves on the Eth-
ics Committee of the American Phila-
telic Society. Her many awards include 
the Aerophilatelic Hall of Fame, the 
Federation Internationale des Societes 
Aerophilateliques Gold Medal for out-
standing contributions to aerophilately, 
and the Newberry Award for contribu-
tions to Chicagoland philately. Cheryl 
won the first world series grand award 
for a display class exhibit and is a life 
member of the American Philatelic So-
ciety, the American Philatelic Research 
Library, the American Air Mail Society, 
the Germany Philatelic Society, and the 
American Association of Philatelic Ex-
hibitors.

Jeff Shapiro
Jeff is an accomplished exhibitor and 

judge with a great sense of humor. He is 
the chair of Philatelic Show and also 
chaired the Aerophilately 2007 in 
Bellefonte. He is a director for the Amer-
ican Air Mail Society and vice president 
of the United States Stamp Society. He 
also chairs the Prexie Era Committee 
and has served as editor of its newsletter. 
Finally, Jeff shares his wealth of knowl-
edge through occasional articles as well 
as having served as an instructor for the 
APS Summer Seminar.

Phil Stager
For many years Phil served as show 

chair and or exhibit chair or jury coor-
dinator for Florex. He also frequently 
informally assists the Sarasota National 
Stamp Exhibition. He is vice president 
of the American Air Mail Society and a 
member of CANEJ.  Phil is active locally 
and recruits national speakers for the St. 
Petersburg Stamp Club.

In  a salute to the backbone of organized philately, the 
Volunteer, the American Philatelic Society takes 

great pleasure in recognizing the hard-working individu-
als who have contributed their time, talents, and energies 
to benefit both the hobby of stamp collecting and the APS. 
According to Dictionary.com, “a volunteer is a person who 
willingly offers himself or herself for a service of undertak-
ing and without pay.” Our volunteers are the main ingredi-

ent in the recipe for a healthy future for the hobby.

The Nicholas G. Carter Volunteer Recognition 
Awards were named to honor APS President Nick 
Carter (1936–2008) whose dedication to the hobby 
and enthusiasm for all its facets were legendary.

This year’s awards will be presented at the Gen-
eral Membership Meeting at StampShow 2010 in 
Richmond, Virginia, Saturday, August 14 at 9 a.m. 
Each recipient will receive a pin, certificate of appre-
ciation, and many thanks for a job well done.

The APS is proud to announce the Third Annual 
Volunteer Recognition Award recipients:
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Local Promotion/Service:
• Maximum of ten recipients  

per year.

Charles Berg
Charles Berg was a key player in 

the highly successful World Columbian 
Stamp Exposition. More than fifteen 
years later he serves as Bourse Chair for 
Chicagopex and is also a key player in 
the Compex show and organization. He 
actively promoted the hobby and “redis-
covered” the Ice House cover.

Ernie Bergman 
Ernie served as a trustee of the APRL 

from 1987 to 1999 and also held the po-
sition of secretary. He was a director-
at-large of APS from 1990 to 1991. His 
volunteer service to APS includes serv-
ing on the Board of Elections, Person-
nel Committee, Expertizing Committee, 
Translation Committee, and the APS/
APRL Building Committee. With his 
knowledge of German, French and Span-
ish, Ernie has been of invaluable service 
to the Society’s staff and its library with 
his myriad translations.

Bergman has written approximately 
fifteen articles on Swiss philately that 
have appeared primarily in Tell, the jour-
nal of the American Helvetia Philatelic 
Society. He was president of the AHPS, 
1992–1994. Locally, he has served as 
president of the Mt. Nittany Philatelic 
Society, chair of the Scopex show sev-
eral times, and club representative to the 
Keystone Federation of Stamp Clubs.

Rocco Caponi
Rocco organized volunteers to clean 

and refurbish all the APS Stamp Frames 
before StampShow 99 in Cleveland. 
He also oversaw the mounting and dis-
mounting of exhibits, taking “mail back” 
exhibits to the Post Office after midnight 
on the Sunday of the show.

He has played a similar key role 
with the Garfield Perry Show. Currently 
co-chair of the March Party he may be 
best known for bringing pizza from his 
business for volunteers helping to set up. 
He has exhibits on Summit County and 
Akron, Ohio as well as U.S. Postal Statio-
nery, and has written for La Posta.

Stanley Christmas
Since joining in October 1993, Stan-

ley has been an extremely active member 
of the Mid Cities Stamp Club (Arlington 
& Irving, Texas). He has been general 

chairman of the annual expo (regional 
show) since 2003. He was also instru-
mental in getting the “Amber Alert” first 
day ceremony. He is an exhibitor of a 
gold medal “World Wildlife Federation” 
exhibit. Stan and his wife Judy untiringly 
promote local philately.

Dona Fagan
Although not a stamp collector, 

Dona belongs to the Milwaukee Philatel-
ic Society. She faithfully arrives early to 
serve coffee and cookies at each meeting. 
She has been the primary force in orga-
nizing the MPS holiday parties for many 
years and always supplies the main foods 
for the meals. She and her husband John 
have opened their home to many MPS 
committee meetings over the years.

Dona has worked at some of the 
MPS special outreach projects such as 
helping to staff the MPS tent at the circus 
grounds and selling cachets for the re-
nowned Milwaukee Circus parade. She 
has served as both chair and co-chair of 
Milcopex. Additionally, she organizes 
the banquet and oversees the purchasing 
of the grand and reserve grand awards. 
She has served on the Greater Milwau-
kee Area Distinguished Appreciation 
Award Committee since at least the early 
1990s. She and her husband John shared 
the honor in 1995.

Rob Henak
While going to school in Madison in 

1982, Rob started collecting stamps. He 
dabbled a little in both coins and stamps, 
but since the stamp club meetings were 
closer than the coin club meetings, he 
gradually became more serious about 
stamps than coins. He collects State 
Marijuana Tax Stamps, Iowa Postal His-
tory, Anti-drug Abuse First Day Covers, 
and Non-equine horses (a topical inter-
est). He is working on, or has exhibited 
every one of these subjects with very 
good results. He has won every level of 
award from bronze to gold on a nation-
al level. He has won numerous special 
awards as well.

Since school Rob has been extremely 
active in the philatelic community in the 
Milwaukee area. In 2003 he was nomi-
nated for the Distinguished Philatelist 
of the Greater Milwaukee Area by the 
North Shore Philatelic Society (NSPS) 
of Milwaukee. He has been a member of 
that club for nearly twenty years, serv-
ing a number of positions including vice 
president of the club. He acts as auction-

eer for the club for the numerous auc-
tions that it conducts. He is the Bourse 
Chairman for Tri-pex, an annual Mil-
waukee stamp show hosted by three Mil-
waukee area clubs, including the NSPS. 
He allows the club to share his post of-
fice box and in numerous other ways is 
a major contributing force to the success 
of that club.

Rob is also a member of the Mil-
waukee Philatelic Society (MPS) and is 
exhibits chairman for Milcopex, the an-
nual exhibition of that club.  A driving 
force in the Milcopex stamp show Rob 
involved the whole family as volunteers 
and at one point his two daughters were 
also among the most active youth exhibi-
tors in the United States — and there was 
no doubt that their exhibits were their 
own. Rob has worked his way up from 
volunteer to exhibits chair to co-show 
chair and provided a number of exhibits 
along the way. He exercises creativity to 
get more attention to the hobby, such as 
the development of a “Red Light” exhib-
iting district at a recent Milcopex show.

He is a charter member of the Amer-
ican Topical Association Chapter V of 
Milwaukee and a member of the Wis-
consin Postal History Society. He also 
belongs to the American Philatelic Soci-
ety, the Iowa Postal History Society, the 
American Revenue Association, and the 
State Revenue Society. Rob is a Wiscon-
sin Federation of Stamp Clubs certified 
judge and serves on the WFSC Judging 
Committee.

He has established and keeps current 
a website (milwaukeephilatelic.org) that 
provides information to collectors about 
events, clubs, etc., in the Milwaukee area.

Dottie Kugel
Dottie has joined her husband Al 

at APS StampShow and AmeriStamp 
Expo, and many other WSP shows, for at 
least the last ten years. During that time 
she has helped mount and dismount ex-
hibits; helped prepare mail-in exhibits 
for return to the exhibitors; and served 
many long hours at reception, signing 
in visitors, distributing preregistration 
packets, selling souvenirs and answer-
ing questions. Dottie also has helped 
staff the youth booth at shows that have 
one and the society booths for societies 
with which Al is associated (notably the 
Military Postal History Society and the 
American Philatelic Congress).

In particular, the APC has two meet-



766   AmericAn PhilAtelist / August 2010

ing on Friday of APS StampShow that 
pull most Council members, so Dottie 
has staffed the APC table during those 
meetings. With Cathy Schumann and 
Jane Doyle, Dottie has been hostess for 
the APC Reception while their husbands 
shmooze the crowd.

Locally, Dottie has been a major 
contributor to the Chicago Philatelic 
Society and Chicagopex for at least the 
last ten years. She has been the primary 
person taking requests from societies 
and speakers for meetings at Chicago-
pex. She is at Chicagopex for the whole 
show, from Thursday morning to Sunday 
night.  She recruits and leads show com-
mittee members in cleaning frames after 
they are installed but before the exhibits 
are mounted, and even researched ap-
propriate cleaners. This is a job she saw 
was needed doing and so volunteered to 
organize it. She assists the Exhibit com-
mittee in checking exhibitors in and 
out, and in mounting and dismounting 
exhibits.  She works in the Youth room.  
She works at the reception table, greeting 
visitors, selling cacheted covers, etc.

Dottie collects postcards on the 
Women’s Suffrage theme, but she is pri-
marily a friend of philately. As a friend, 
she has contributed immeasurably to the 
hobby for at least a decade.

Robert Marousky
Bob Marousky is the APS represen-

tative and the driving force behind the 
Gulf Coast Stamp Club in Biloxi, Missis-
sippi. He convinced the local Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau to pursue APS 
AmeriStamp Expo and then rounded 
up local volunteers for our successful 
show in 2003.

A well-published professor, Bob has 
studied the use of different fonts for ex-
hibits. He has appeared in an episode of 
the History Detectives television series as 
a stamp expert.

George McKay
For more than twenty-five years 

George has helped run the two shows of 
the Kalamazoo Stamp Club, helped run 
the auction at every club meeting, and 
served as the club’s treasurer. He helps 
get an average of forty members to each 
club meeting. When you think of the 
club and its shows, you think of George 
McKay.

Francis Sheeran
Francis has been a Show Commit-

tee member for Midaphil for fourteen 
years, including bourse chair for six 
years. He was a member of the Collec-
tors’ Club of Kansas City from 1977 until 
its disbandment in 2005, serving as pres-
ident in 1980, later as vice president; and 
finally as treasurer in 2005. He was also 
vice president of the Midwest Philatelic 
Society in 2005.

He has given presentations on “The 
Pleasures of Vatican City Collecting,” 
“Micro Nations and Their Stamps,” 
“The Postal History of Berlin,” “Pres-
tige Booklets of Great Britain and Their 
FDCs,” “Classic Official Stamps of the 
USA and their Proofs,” and “Political 
Uses of Stamp Design by Iran.”

Francis has displayed an exhibit for 
National Stamp Week and appeared on 
television and radio shows promoting 
stamp collecting.

Outstanding Young Adult 
Philatelist (Age 25–40)

• One recipient per year.

Matthew Liebson 
Having collected stamps for more 

than twenty-five years, Matt currently 
focuses on the postal history of Ohio, 
including Licking County, stampless 
covers, machine cancels, and Doane 
cancels. He has a multiframe exhibit 
on “The Ohio Mails: 1803–1953” and a 
single-frame exhibit on “Integral Rate 
Postmarks of Cincinnati, Ohio,” both 
of which have won national level gold 
medals. He also has a topical collec-
tion relating to Ohio that was exhibited 
non-competitively at StampShow 99 in 
Cleveland. Smaller collections include a 
dormant pre-1940 worldwide stamp col-
lection and an accumulation of material 
relating to the United States Supreme 
Court.

Matt is a member of the American 
Philatelic Society, as well as the Ohio 
Postal History Society, the Indiana Post-
al History Society, the Machine Cancel 
Society, the U.S. Philatelic Classics Soci-
ety, the Garfield-Perry Stamp Club, and 
the Collectors Club of Akron. He serves 
as the editor of the Ohio Postal History 
Journal and has published articles in 
Global Stamp News and in the journal 
of the International Society of World-
wide Stamp Collectors. He also can be 
found on the various Internet stamp chat 

boards and serves as publicity chairman 
for the Garfield Perry March Party and 
the APS representative for the eBay Us-
ers Stamp Club.

Outstanding Young Philatelist 
(Age 15–24)

• One recipient per year.

Charmaine Badenhorst
Charmaine has been a member of 

the “Mr. Stamps” youth program of the 
Corn Belt Philatelic Society for five years 
and has been a junior mentor for the 
past two years. She has yearly displayed 
at Cornpex and this past year competed 
in Compex; most recently she won a sil-
ver bronze for an exhibit on “American 
Presidents” at Chicagopex.

She works hard with the club’s kids, 
helping them to prepare and display 
their collections in shows, along with 
helping them find material for their own 
collections. She also ran a special project 
having the members design covers for 
the fifty states, which will be displayed at 
Cornpex 2010.

Charmaine participates in a special 
mentoring program with the Brazilian 
Philatelic Society on her Brazilian stamp 
collection. She also collects stamps of the 
Royal Family, American Presidents, and 
is expanding into postcard areas as well. 
She is also training the new set of junior 
mentors for the group, and participates 
in the adult meetings of the club when 
possible. Her enthusiasm and excite-
ment for the kids, along with her dedica-
tion to stamp collection, are an inspira-
tion to us all.

********
Congratulations and thank you to all 

of the winners of this year’s Volunteer 
Recognition Awards. The hobby would 
not be the same without your blood, 
sweat, tears, and laughter!

2011 Nominations Sought
Do you know a deserving volunteer? 

April 1, 2011 is the deadline for nomi-
nations for next year’s awards, which 
will be presented at StampShow 2011 in 
Columbus, Ohio. A nomination form 
is available online at www.stamps.org/ 
Volunteer-Recognition-Award, or by 
calling 814-933-3803.
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Eligibility Requirements 
and Restrictions
• Five or more years of service (three 

years for the Outstanding Young 
Philatelist).

• APS and APRL board members and 
staff are not eligible.

• Luff Award winners are not eligible.
• National Promotion/Service Award 

winners may not subsequently win 
the Local Promotion/Service Award.

• Each award may be won only once.
• APS membership is not required.

When nominating a volunteer, 
please include years of service to phi-
lately, position(s) or office(s) held with 
local clubs or specialty organizations, 
mentoring services, and work with 
stamp shows. To make your nominee 
stand out, please cite evidence of excel-
lence, initiative, and creativity.

Send your nomination(s) to APS 
Awards Nominations, 100 Match Facto-
ry Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823; by fax to 
814-933-6128; or by e-mail to apsinfo@
stamps.org.


