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Collecting stamps and covers is clearly the essence of philately, but collect-
ing its literature has a charm and delight of its own. There is a wonderful ro-
mance in acquiring the literature of our hobby as well as books devoted to the 
magical world of the bibliophile. 

A complete and thorough look at the realm of philatelic literature from its 
beginning until now would, depending on the amount of detail, certainly fill 
several hefty volumes. In fact, the online version of The Philatelic Bibliophile’s 
Companian (2010) by Brian Birch, of the U.K., runs for 857 pages.

Overwhelming as the task is, though, we offer here a few of the highlights in 
three categories: collectors, dealers, and individuals’ great libraries.

Early Literature Collectors  
and Promoters

Edward D. Bacon’s 1908 article on 
“The Principal Sources of Informa-
tion for Philatelic Literature Collec-
tors,” which appeared in the Journal 
of the Philatelic Literature Society, 
may be the most authoritative review 
of the subject of early philatelic litera-
ture.

Bacon documented that the earli-
est published citation relating to bib-
liophilately was a brief review of Eng-
lish philatelic publications appearing 
in The Stamp Collectors’ Review and 
Monthly Advertiser of February 15, 
1863.

John Kerr Tiffany’s The Philatelic 
Library, a Catalogue of Stamp Pub-
lications Attempted by JKT (1874) is 
considered the founding rock of bib-
liophilately. Tiffany listed 569 titles 
of handbooks, catalogs and journals 

published to that time and elevated 
the author to the forefront of phila-
telic literature mavens.

Initially compiled by Tiffany in 
1871 as a reference source for the 
Boston Public Library, the 110-page 
book was limited to 150 copies, 
few of which exist intact. This work 
was subsequently updated with The 
Stamp Collector’s Library Companion: 
A Chronological Catalogue of all Pub-
lications ... Brought Up to January 1, 
1889.

Tiffany, who was a successful busi-
nessman from St. Louis, Missouri, 
became the first president of Ameri-
can Philatelic Association, elected 
September 13, 1886. Tiffany subse-
quently wrote the first detailed schol-
arly handbook on U.S. stamp issues. 
Published by J.B. Moens in 1883, an 
English language version of the book 
appeared in 1887 under the C.H. Me-
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keel imprimatur.
A scattering of mostly English and 

European periodicals devoted in a 
minor degree to the subject of bib-
liophilately appeared in the wake of 
Tiffany’s publication. The Philatelic 
Literature Collector (Autumn, 1888) 
may be the first U.S. periodical ex-
clusively devoted to bibliophilately. It 
was published in St. Joseph, Missouri 
by H.C. Beardsley. The embryonic 
four-page solo issue included a brief 
article by youthful P.J. Anderson, an 
early philatelic bibliophile, extolling 
the virtues of the hobby and noting 
early works in his own newly devel-
oping library.

In 1895, E.B. Jones, of Ruthven, 
Iowa published The Comprehensive 
Check List for Philatelic Literature 
Collectors. The 29-page handbook is 
a catalog of nearly 600 U.S. and Ca-
nadian philatelic papers and maga-
zines published between 1864 and 
January 1895. The advertisement sec-
tion prompted readers to subscribe 

to current publications but did not 
indicate prices of items for sale.

Moses B. Pages published his first 
edition of Philatelic Literature Collec-
tors from Muscantine, Iowa in 1897. 
The diminutive 20-page periodical 
listed approximately 200 bibliophiles 
from the U.S. and Canada, offer-
ing then-current periodicals for sale 
at modest prices and promoted the 
establishment of The Philatelic Lit-
erature Society, organized in March 
1896 with the Omaha Philatelist as its 
official house organ.

Other evanescent philatelic litera-
ture periodicals followed with name-
sake titles of Philatelic Literature ap-
pearing from Taunton, Massachu-
setts by Kirby and Benton in 1896, 
W.C. Wendover in 1901, and in 1902 
a youthful novice author from Co-
lumbus, Ohio named George Linn.

C.J.M. Lehner, of London, pub-
lished Volume 1, No. 1 of Philatelic 
Literature in March 1901, but the 
short-lived periodical — highlighted 
by an editorial from F.A. Bellamy, 
one of the major bibliophiles of the 
day — failed to receive any popular 
following and succumbed to disin-
terest with the fourth issue just three 
months later. 

Philatelic Inter-ocean (or Inter-
ocean), published in Waterloo, Iowa, 
had a primary focus on literature and 
maintained a reasonable run from 
1899 to 1907.

One of the seminal handbooks de-
voted to the subject of bibliophilately 
titled Early English Philatelic Litera-
ture, 1862–1865 was written by Pe-
ter John Anderson (1853–1926) and  
Bertram Tapscott Knight Smith (?–

John K. Tiffany.
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1938). Published in London in 1912 
under the imprimatur of The Phila-
telic Literature Society, the handbook 
was printed with a gray paper wrap-
per and deckled paper. The 108-page 
book contained 32 plates and was 
limited to 125 copies. The monogram 
constituted a major bibliographic ref-
erence source with photographs of 
many of the early philatelic literature 
periodicals. 

Anderson was born in Inverness, 
Scotland and educated at the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh. He was a librarian 
at Aberdeen University and an early 
collector of books, publishing his first 
article in 1869 in Stamp Collecting 
Magazine. Subsequently, Anderson 
wrote Philatelic Literature Collecting 
in 1864–79: Reminiscences and Ex-
tracts from a Diary reprinted from an 
article in Journal of the Philatelic Lit-
erature Society. The 1919 article ap-
peared as a 47-page monogram with 
gray paper wrappers with deckled 
paper and limited to 30 copies. The 
rarity included interesting narratives 
of philatelic literature collecting. The 
Anderson library was inherited by 
Aberdeen University. 

Smith was the son of Alfred 
Smith, of Bath, and nephew of Henry 
Stafford Smith, two pioneers of phi-
lately and among the earliest of Eng-
lish stamp dealers. B.K.T. Smith fol-
lowed in the business of his father, 
carrying on the enterprise as Alfred 
Smith of Southampton Row, London. 
As co-editor of the Journal of Phila-
telic Literature Society, he disposed 
of his business to accept a post with 
the Bank of England. A seven-part 
Priced Catalogue of the Alfred Smith 

Philatelic Library was issued in 1916 
as a 105-page catalog. It is believed 
that Anderson sold his collection to 
B.T.K. Smith, whose library and de-
siderata were auctioned in 1919 by 
Glendening. Some 281 lots of phila-
telic literature described in 48 pages 
were sold to an acquisitive group, 
many of whose names can be found 
in the list of members of the Phila-
telic Literature Society.

As philatelic literature collecting 
developed a larger following, schol-
arly writers compiled a more detailed 
documentation of the subspecialty, 
producing Journal of the Philatelic 
Literature Society. With Edward Den-
ny Bacon as editor, 12 volumes were 
published between 1908 and 1918. 
Printed with gray paper covers, on 
pricey deckled paper, and limited to 
100 initial subscribers, the periodical 
is truly a linchpin of a great philatelic 
library. This splendid philatelic liter-
ature periodical contains articles on 
early works, photoplates of rarities, 
descriptions of great libraries, and a 
history of great collectors.

P.J. Anderson.
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Early Philatelic 
Literature Dealers

Jean-Baptise Moens (1833–1908), 
of Brussels, Belgium, was a philatelic 
journalist and some consider him the 
first stamp dealer. At the time of his 
death he was called “The Father of 
Philately.” He began collecting stamps 
as a boy and started his business in 
1852. An antiquarian book dealer 
by trade, he broadened his business 
by collecting, publishing, and selling 
philatelic literature. Moens’ life, times 
and publications have been carefully 
detailed in Leclerq and Waroquiers’ 
tome entitled Jean-Baptiste Moens 
1833–1908 Pere de la Philatelelie. 

The Moens library was sold to F.J. 
Lurie in 1900 for $1,500 while re-
mainders were purchased by Victor 
Marsh.

In 1905, Victor Marsh (a pseud-
onym for Herbert Edgar Weston) 
may have been the first English phila-
telic literature dealer of consequence 
to offer an array of English, foreign, 

and American periodicals. His 10-
page Catalogue of Philatelic Literature 
for Sale published October 1905 was 
limited to 25 copies for private circu-
lation. Other early English philatelic 
dealers of this era included Herbert 
F. Johnson; F.J. Peplow, of Dulwich, 
London; L.W. Fulcher; and Alfred 
Smith and Sons. Alfred Smith is best 
remembered for his pioneer works 
and production of Stamp Collecting 
Magazine (1863–1874). The publica-
tions of Henry Stafford Smith, Alfred 
Smith’s uncle, are most closely associ-
ated with The Philatelist (1866–1881) 
and included examples of forger-
ies by the Rev. Robert Brisco Earée 
(Spud Papers).

In the early part of the 19th cen-
tury it was not uncommon for nota-
ble philatelic dealers to sell their own 
library at auction. Joseph Casey’s li-
brary, sold by Scott in 1899, is con-
sidered to be the first major philatelic 
literature sale of consequence to that 
date.

Other libraries sold at later auc-

Jean-Baptise Moens. Hugh Vallancey.
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tion include those of J.M. Andreini 
(1909), Henry Calman (1910), and 
Scott’s, which in 1917 drew a cumu-
lative $351.65 for 137 lots.

Francis Hugh Vallancey (1879–
1959) was an early contributor to the 
field. His Stamp Collectors’ Chronicle 
of Philatelic Literature (1918) is con-
sidered the premier issue in his num-
bering system. He specialized in the 
literature business and produced 
many useful guides. In 1922, Val-
lancey published the 30-page Guide 
to Philatelic Literature, Being a List 
of Handbooks on Postage Stamps and 
All Matters Relating to Them. Limited 
to 25 copies, current-day philatelic 
bibliographer Brian Birch claims that 
currently a single copy is extant. The 
second edition appeared in 1923. 
Most, if not all, Vallancey publica-
tions are rare because his office was 
bombed during the London Blitz, 
and thousands of rare philatelic lit-
erature items were lost.

According to James Negus, “early 
in 1948 Vallancey decided to retire 
and sold his stock to H. Garratt-Ad-
ams of Birmingham, England. In Au-
gust, the balance, chiefly books, was 
sold to Edinburgh, Scotland dealer 
Ramsey Stewart (1931–66), intended 
as his successor. Material was dis-
persed through several hands and 
auctions thereafter.”

H. Garratt-Adams began his foray 
into philatelic literature in the 1940s 
having acquired a library from his 
name-sake grandfather H. Garratt-
Adams. He was editor of the short-
lived (just two volumes) The Phila-
telic Guide (Spring to Winter 1961), a 
magazine in which he offered phila-

telic literature for sale. He possessed 
many early works, including an 
original Berger-Levrault (December 
1861) and Potiquet catalogs. Begin-
ning in April 1963, H. Garratt-Ad-
ams produced a quarterly price list 
called Philatelic Literature Auctions 
from his home and castle at Kinners-
ley, Hereford, in England. There were 
21 catalogs produced between 1963 
and June 1970. To stave off exorbi-
tant British estate taxes and retain 
his castle and home, Garrett-Adams 
approached Robert Danzig to sort 
through his voluminous collection. 
Over a year’s time, the material was 
cataloged and the library was sold 
by public auction on October 23–24, 
1994.

Sylvester Colby (1904–1984) was 
a major stamp auctioneer from New 
York with offices on Fifth Street. 
His initial interest in stamp dealing 
switched to that of philatelic litera-
ture and, from 1947 through 1982, 
28 important philatelic libraries were 
offered through his auction house, 
including Hiram Deats (1947); Ralph 
Kimble, Parts I to III (1954–55); The 
“Kayes” — W.R. King, King Far-
low, Harry Konwiser, Ralph Kimble 
(1962); Philip Ward, Parts I to III 
(1967); John Luff, Parts I and II 
(1970); and David Lidman (1972). 
Colby’s own library was sold by Rob-
ert Siegel in 1974. Louis K. Robbins, a 
cordial, knowledgeable stamp dealer 
from New York City, began his career 
in 1928 as a clerk to George Sloane 
auctions, and the following decade 
learned the business as an associate 
of Irwin Heiman. Robbins turned 
his attention to postal history and 
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literature, and held his inaugural sale 
in December, 1975. He subsequently 
held 11 yearly sales until a final mail 
bid in 1993. Including in his offerings 
were Cyril dos Passos and William 
Rush stamp collections plus disper-
sals from his own voluminous collec-
tion of books.

Fritz Billig (1901–1986) of Jamai-
ca, New York is best known for his 
encyclopedic production of 30 issues 
of his Philatelic Handbook begun in 
1941. The enterprise was continued 
until 1970 when HJMR of Miami 
Beach, Florida, became the successor 
publication and issued 14 additional 
handbooks. Billig also was an im-
portant dealer of philatelic literature 
and held 18 mail sales and price cata-
logs between 1940 and 1966, high-
lighted by Dr. Carroll Chase and Carl 
Pelander philatelic libraries.

A discussion of philatelic deal-
ers would not be complete without 
a list of contemporary and post -war 
dealers such as Harry Hayes, of Bat-
ley, England who for more than 25 

years from 1960 through 1987 helped 
popularize philatelic literature with 
88 auction sales. His firm was one of 
the most important reference sources 
available for philatelic literature. The 
enterprise was continued as Harry 
Hayes Ltd. auctions under the guid-
ance of Stephen Holder. 

A short list of other contemporary 
philatelic literature dealers include:

Albert Harris, Standard Index to 
Philatelic Literature 1879–1925.

Robert Hagler, of HJMR, Holly-
wood, Florida, 1968–1983.

Roger Koerber, Southfield, Michi-
gan, 1972–1983.

John Huxley Kent, England, 1965–
1973.

Ronald Shelley, successor to Hux-
ley.

Dr. Conrad Graham, London, 
1972–93.

Barry Evans, Exeter, England, 
1980–97.

Phil Banser, 1976–97.
Leonard Hartmann, Louisville, 

Kentucky, 1977 to present.

Louis Robbins and Fritz Billig.
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Major Private Libraries
James Negus’ Philatelic Literature 

briefly enumerates most of the ma-
jor institutional philatelic libraries of 
the world including the Crawford Li-
brary, American Philatelic Research 
Library, Collectors Club New York, 
Munich, and Victoria libraries. The 
origins of all these fabulous librar-
ies generally can be traced to one or 
more indefatigable philatelic biblio-
philes who transferred their treasures 

to these repositories of philatelic lit-
erature.

Tiffany (1842–1897) is the ac-
knowledged early American doyen 
of the field. He attempted to collect 
each and every publication, hand-
book and periodical in the world 
published to that date. With Tif-
fany’s unexpected death at the age 
of 55, the finest philatelic library in 
the world, along with his stamp col-
lection, became available. In June 

An 1897 view of the Collectors Club of New York’s library (below) 
and a current view of a room in the club (above).
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James Ludovic Lindsay, the 
26th Earl of Crawford (1847–
1913) sits at his desk in the 
library at Haigh Hall, London.

Haigh Hall, 
London.

Earl of Crawford.
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1901, Charles J. Phillips, managing 
director of Stanley Gibbons acting as 
agent for James Ludovic Lindsay the 
26th Earl of Crawford (1847–1913) 
purchased the Tiffany Library for a 
reported $10,000 and had it moved 
to his home in England. Additional 
rarities of German philatelic lit-
erature were added from the Judge 
Fraenkel Library. Fraenkel had ear-
lier incorporated the Sigmund Friedl 
(Vienna) agglomeration. The collec-
tions formed the Philatelic Section of 
Bibliotheca Lindesiana. 

In 1911, Edward Bacon compiled 
Catalogue of the Philatelic Library of 
the Earl of Crawford, K.T. in Lon-
don under the imprimatur of Phila-
telic Literature Society. This 462-page 
publication limited to 300 copies be-
came the definitive reference source 
of 19th-century philatelic literature. 
The scope of the catalog was im-
mense, incorporating every hand-
book, pamphlet, periodical, and 
book relating to stamp collecting 
known to that time. Lindsay contin-

ued further acquisitions to Bibliothe-
ca Lindesiana until his death in 1913, 
and in 1926 a 68-page Supplement to 
the Catalogue of the Philatelic Library 
of the Earl of Crawford was written 
by Bacon and produced by Philatelic 
Literature Society. An addendum 
to the Supplement appeared in 1938 
London Philatelist.

Following James Ludovic Lind-
say’s death, the philatelic library of 
the Earl of Crawford was bequeathed 
to the British Museum. In 1914, the 
Crawford Library was installed in a 
new gallery at the North Library of 
the British Museum.

Edward Denny Bacon (1860–
1938), who chronicled and recorded 
Crawford’s library, was a pre-eminent 
philatelist and president of the Royal 
Philatelic Society. He was curator of 
the Royal Philatelic Collection from 
1913 until his death. He also retained 
his own private philatelic library, 
which, upon Bacon’s death, was of-
fered to brothers L.N. and M. Wil-
liams, who declined the purchase. 
The Bacon library was instead bought 
by Hugh Vallancey, who published a 
90-page list of contents offered for di-
rect sale in 1939. An eight-page Sup-
plement to Bacon Philatelic Library … 
Containing Valuations was produced 
in 1939 and limited to 100 copies. The 
Bacon library was transferred to Val-
lancey’s “Philately House” premises 
in London. The sale of books was still 
proceeding when the Bacon library 
and its contents were lost during an 
air raid in May 1941 when a German 
bomb destroyed “Philately House.” 

Frank J. Peplow (1872–1935) was a 
British professional librarian best re-

Edward Bacon.
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Lois Evans by 
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Donna Ray in the stacks 
(1974, State College).

The APRL library space in early 2016 (Bellefonte).



24   PHILATELIC LITERATURE REVIEW / FIRST QUARTER 2016 / VOL. 65

membered as the foremost specialist 
in the stamps of Japan. His research 
activities included the production of 
the monogram The Postage Stamps of 
Buenos Aires. He ecstatically wrote 
about his library in his essay “My 
Philatelic Library: A Retrospective,” 
which appeared in a 1917 volume of 
the Journal Philatelic Literature Soci-
ety.

Hofrath Victor Suppantschitch 
(1838–1919), chief justice of the 
Austrian Supreme court, wrote Bib-
liographie Zugleich Nachschlagenbuch 
der gesammten deutchen philatelis-
chtischen Literatur in 1892. The con-
tents of his library were issued in 16 
parts and published in a two-volume 
edition of 749 pages. Duplicates from 
the Fraenkel, Diena, Legrand, and 
Deats Libraries were incorporated in 
his own library in 1901. Suppantsch-
itch produced the 63-page Die Eht-
stehung und Entwicklung der Philat-
elistichen Literatur from Vienna. The 
Suppantschitch library, with more 
than 28,000 items, was subsequently 
purchased by Theodore Steinway and 
presented to the Collectors Club New 
York.

A doctor of law by profession, 
Emilio Diena (1860–1941) devoted 
a lifetime to philately, becoming the 
leading doyen of the stamps of Italy. 
He was a judge at almost every inter-
national exhibition and was noted to 
possess the largest philatelic library 
in private hands. Under the impri-
matur of Stanley Gibbons, Diena in 
1904 published The History of Postage 
Stamps of Sicily. One of the original 
signatories of the Roll of Distin-
guished Philatelists, the Diena estab-

lishment became the major source of 
expertizing the stamps of Italy and 
Italian states.

In the U.S., John Seybold (1858–
1909), of Syracuse, New York, came 
to be known as “The Father of Postal 
History” as the first collector to rec-
ognize the allure of collecting post-
age stamps on original cover. He 
bequeathed his library to the Boston 
Philatelic Society in 1909, just a few 
months before inexplicably killed 
himself with a bullet to the head. The 
Boston library retained the collection 
until 1971 when it was transferred 
to its current home at the American 
Philatelic Research Library then in 
State College, Pennsylvania.

Hiram Deats (1879–1963), of 
Flemington, New Jersey, acquired 
some 25,000 philatelic periodicals 
from the S.B. Brant Library in Oc-
tober 1892 for an amazingly modest 
sum of $250. The leather-bound 180-
page entry book in possession of my 

John F. Seybold.
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philatelic library and personally in-
scribed by Deats includes his hand-
written list of philatelic periodicals.

William Reynolds Ricketts (1869–
1956) was born in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania and had an early in-
terest in stamp collecting. By 1886, 
though, he had turned his collecting 
aspirations to literature. Under the 
imprimatur of Linn’s Stamp News, 
Ricketts compiled for the Ameri-
can Philatelic Literature Society A 
Check List of the Philatelic Publica-
tions in the English Language for the 
Year 1909. The 89-page publication 
printed by a youthful George Linn in 
1911 was priced for $1. The mono-
gram was limited to 100 copies and 
constituted a comprehensive check-
list of philatelic literature periodicals, 
handbooks and listing of current 
auction sales for the year 1909. As 
chairman of the American Philatelic 
Society, he helped compile a 670-
page index of publications running 

from A through G.
In one of the more interesting 

chapters in charitable benefaction by 
stamp collectors, Frank Arthur Bella-
my (1862–1936) willed his collection 
of 200,000 items of postal history to a 
British university, which declined the 
gift. Hugh Vallancey was the lucky 
benefactor, acquiring the material for 
his library.

Albert A. Kronenberg (1892–
1971) was a Swiss philatelist, biblio-
phile and literature dealer. In 1958 he 
published Catalog of a Private Collec-
tion of Books on Philately and Postal 
History in Switzerland, listing books 
in his private philatelic library. Kro-
nenberg appears to have disposed of 
his remaining stock in 1960 through 
Robson Lowe Postal History Auc-
tions.

On September 6, 1957, Paul Singer 
of Shanahan Stamp Co. of Dublin, 
Ireland held one of the largest auc-
tions of philatelic literature held to 

William Reynolds Ricketts.Hiram E. Deats.
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that time. Consisting of the combined 
philatelic libraries of Hugh Vallancy, 
Stewart Ramsey, and F.A. Bellamy. 
More than 1,800 lots were included.

George Townsend Turner Jr. 
(1906–1979), who specialized in U.S. 
revenue stamps and postal history, 
was the 20th-century counterpart of 
the Earl of Crawford in his zealous 
pursuit of philatelic literature. He was 
a bit more selective and less omnivo-
rous than Crawford, concentrating 
on American and English literature. 
His library was patiently formed over 
40 years.

Turner’s first purchase was the 
William C. Stone library in 1940, 
which acquisition was followed by 
the Arnold Auerbach library, and 
the library of the Nassau Stamp Co. 
in New York. Between 1950 and 
1953, Turner bought portions of the 
W.R. King, Edward Stern, William 
Kenneth, Rowland King-Farlow, 

and Ralph Kimble libraries at auc-
tion through Sylvester Colby. In the 
mid-1950s, he acquired a portion of 
the William Ricketts library. Turner 
went on to acquire portions of the 
Vallancey and Deats libraries, as well 
as material from dealers’ libraries, in-
cluding those of Eugene Klein, Philip 
Ward, and Warren Colson.

When Turner passed away, about 
3,000 pieces of his immense library 
were willed to the Smithsonian Insti-
tution.

Even with the Smithsonian con-
tribution, duplicates from the Turner 
Library were so voluminous, that a 
second major philatelic library still 
existed. The so-called remainder li-
brary contained early priced catalogs, 
dealer price lists, auction, exhibition 
catalogs, and government publica-
tions, along with important early 
material consisting of approximately 
2,500 titles. Details of the Turner du-
plicates are too numerous to state, 
but high points included nearly every 
U.S. and foreign handbook imagin-
able, and 45 linear feet of dealer price 
lists. There were approximately 150 
linear feet of auction catalogues in-
cluding near complete runs of more 
than three dozen auction houses. 

The remainder of Turner’s volumi-
nous library was acquired by Roger 
Koerber of Southfield, Michigan for 
an unknown sum. The Koerber auc-
tion of the Turner library was trans-
ferred to Southfield, Michigan, where 
Don Pfau and Bill Hagen cataloged 
and described the library. On May 1 
and 2, 1981 the library was offered at 
auction. More than 1,600 bidders and 
agents participated in the sale that re-

George T. Turner Jr.
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turned $172,000 to the Koerber firm 
for the 3,311 lots, bringing to an end 
one of the greatest philatelic libraries 
ever assembled. (I acquired several of 
the lots.)

The Bierman Philatelic Library
The story of the formation of my 

own philatelic library was chronicled 
in 1984 and 1985 issues of the Phila-
telic Literature Review. Events leading 
up to the acquisition of the library 
began in 1979 when I initiated cor-
respondence with Robert Masters, 
editor of U.S. Stamp Specialist. Fol-
lowing a series of purchases of rare 
auction catalogs from the dealer, who 
was working from his home in Falls 
Church, Virginia, Masters offered me 
his entire library for a figure based on 
“dollars per linear foot of books.”

Following the acquisition of the 
Masters library, the handbooks, cata-
logs, and auction sales were trans-
ferred to my Beverly Hills home in 

178 large cardboard boxes weighing 
a cumulative seven tons. 

Over the past two decades, I have 
employed the wonderful philatelic 
treasures of the library to research 
biographies, publish articles, as well 
as chronologically detail catalog auc-
tion runs as reference sources. Sev-
eral editions of A List of Handbooks, 
Periodicals and Auction Catalogues 
in the Bierman Philatelic Library have 
appeared to document the contents 
of the library. New additions were 
added after 1980 from the sales of the 
George Turner, Ezra Cole, William 
Green, and Joseph Hackmey phila-
telic libraries, and by purchases from 
literature sales. The new acquisitions 
added several hundred feet of books 
and catalogs.

In the immediate wake of the 
1980 purchase, portions were sold. 
Rare and major duplicate literature 
items such as an E. Luder Edelman 
catalogue of Ferrary Greece was sold 

Stanley Bierman’s philatelic library.
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for $500 to a delighted local stamp 
dealer. Other local and distant biblio-
philes purchased duplicate U.S. and 
U.K. handbooks. Other remainders 
were auctioned 

Over the past two decades, I have 
been privileged to indulge the time 
and expertise of a number of impor-
tant philatelic dealers and collectors 
to share their thoughts on the his-
tory of philately and their contribu-
tions to the hobby. The interviews 
have been captured on tape, and elec-
tronically transferred from original 
recordings to DVD format. Copies 
of the interviews have been donated 
to the American Philatelic Research 

Library, where they can be acquired 
on loan. The DVDs can also be pur-
chased from the American Philatelic 
Society. The 90-minute interviews 
include Ezra Cole, David Feldman, 
John Fox, Richard Frajola, Bernard 
Harmer, Herman Herst Jr., Andrew 
Levitt, Charles Schreve, Robert Sie-
gel, Scott Trepel, and Raymond Weill.

I have sold parts of the library to 
spare my heirs the burdensome re-

sponsibility to find new owners and 
a worthy home for the treasures. One 
part of the was sold as a single unit 
at the Washington 2006 international 
stamp show to a European dealer. 
Most of my Great Britain material 
that constituted a minor part of the 
library was auctioned in 2007. The 
exhibition catalogs were sold as sin-
gle unit to Hugh McMackin, who also 
was a major buyer of auction catalogs 
and purchased near complete runs 
of Harmer London (1926–1980) and 
Harmer Rooke London (1903–1970). 
The section of high point auction 
catalogs relating to special areas (ae-
ro-philately, postal history, Greece, 
Germany, Egypt, etc.) were sold as 
individual lots by Schuyler Rumsey 
in 2005, while major high point sales 
consisting of the complete offerings 
of Deats, Clarence Eagle, Chase, 
Rothschild, Ferrary, and D’Etoille 
bound in leather solanders were auc-
tioned through Schuyler Rumsey in 
San Francisco in April 2007.

Currently, 1,000 linear feet of 
book shelving remain in my library 
consisting of matched complete runs 
of U.S. and Great Britain periodicals. 
There are many, many classic litera-
ture handbooks, such as Mirabaud 
Switzerland, Tracey-Wood Japan, 
London Royal Philatelic Society 
monograms and handbooks, collec-
tions of U.S. handbooks on Western 
and express, airmail, maritime mail, 
U.S. Post Office Melvilleana, etc., 
along with a selection of the great-
est stamp auction sales ever held 
including Ferrary, Hind, Colonel 
Green, Caspary, Lilly, etc., all housed 
in leather. There are complete runs 

Cover of the set of Intimate Philatelic 
Interviews DVDs by Stanley Bierman that 
are sold by the APS.
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of Robert Siegel auctions beginning 
with auction No. 1 from Kansas City 
on May 28, 1931, as well as complete 
runs of Scott, Morgenthau, Kelleher, 
Klein, Harmer New York, Robson 
Lowe, and many other notable deal-
ers: a veritable wealth of philatelic 
literature rarities that will one day 
find a new home and a new scholar 
to embrace.
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The Author: Stanley M. Bierman, M.D., a retired physician and dermatologist 
in Los Angeles, spent many years building an immense philatelic library, some 
of which has been disbursed. He has written more than 100 articles and has had 
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award for “United States Essays and Proofs” at Sandical 1986; induction into the 
American Philatelic Society Writers Hall of Fame in 1997; and the acquisition 
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currently in possession of the Smithsonian Institution.


