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BY HENRY B. SCHEUER
Why, Where, and When They Were Initially Sold

On the afternoon of April 15, 1929, a Monday, 
Howard Starr Dickey meandered over to the Newton, 
Kansas post office to mail a special delivery letter. 

Dickey didn’t know it when he walked a quarter block to mail 
his letter in the sleepy Great Plains town, but he was about to 
play a key role in an unusual chapter of American philately 
in the kind of out-of-way place that has become so regularly 
linked to interesting philately.

The city on America’s Great Plains 25 miles north of 
Wichita had been founded just 58 years earlier during post-
Civil War expansion when it became an important railway 
stop. In fact, trains ran down the middle of the main street 
and city councilors passed a law prohibiting the running at 
large of buffalo or other wild animals.

As important as the railway was to the local economy, 
though, it was something much more dramatic and deadly — 
a fight that started at the Red Front Saloon — that got every-
one’s attention. After August 20, 1871, Newton was known as 
“bloody and lawless — the wickedest city in the West,” thanks 
to the Hyde Park Gunfight, which left eight men dead in the 
streets. Newton was a true Wild West town.

By the spring of 1929, Newton had grown to 11,000 citi-
zens and was now a pretty sleepy and respectable county seat. 
But it was about to become the focal point of some of the 
United States’ more unusual postal covers of its era. When 
Dickey asked for a stamp, the clerk told him that he just re-
ceived a package of new stamps. Dickey was a stamp collec-
tor and dealer who owned the music store that he advertised 
as “Next Door to Post Office” [Figure 1]. He realized that he 
was just presented with the opportunity to commemorate the 
first day of issuance by affixing some of these new stamps on 
envelopes and arranging to have them postmarked that day.

Joseph Foltz, the postmaster, had just received a package 
of new Kansas overprint stamps. Only three of the 11 pos-
sible denominations were enclosed: 1-, 6- and 8-cent stamps 
[Figure 2].

Existing covers are all postmarked later than 4 p.m. Sev-
eral Newton, Kansas stamp collectors also prepared April 15 
covers. Such addressees include John Heffelfinger, Dr. Harry 
P. Knowles, and Dr. E.P. Cressler, among others.

The next day, Tuesday, April 16, in the western Kansas 
town of Colby, 263 miles northwest of Newton, there was a 
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line to purchase the new stamps. Colby, then with a popula-
tion of 2,100, is in the northwest corner of the state on the 
High Plains. Miss Janette Ferguson, a local 
stamp collector, was first in line. Unfortunately, 
not much is known about her. It was never de-
termined if she saved the new stamps in mint, 
unused condition, or prepared envelopes, post-
marked on the initial day of sale, April 16. No 
covers have ever been reported addressed to 
her.

The local newspaper reported that the Col-
by post office was probably the first in the na-
tion to sell all 11 stamp denominations, each 
with the name of the state overprinted on them. 
A $1,910 shipment of these overprinted stamps 
was received on April 16. V.M. Harris, the post-
master in Colby, received a request to purchase 
some of the stamps from an unnamed Kansas 
City stamp collector, quite likely Ebenezer S. 

Thresher. Eleven envelopes, each with a different denomina-
tion, from 1 cent to 10 cents, plus 1½ cents, were postmarked 

Figure 1. Howard Dickey’s store was next to the Newton, Kansas post office. A cover from Newton is shown at left and the reverse side of a 
picture postcard of the Newton, Kansas post office with H.S. Dickey’s Plano Store is at right. 

Figure 2. Three Kansas overprint denominations were initially available for sale on 
April 15, 1929 in Newton, Kansas, and were used on this special delivery cover.
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on April 16, 1929 and addressed to Thresher in Kansas City 
[Figure 3].

Who thought up this experiment and pushed for these 
stamps to be issued? Why did the idea fail? Who initially used 
the stamps in their first couple weeks of use and who were the 
enterprising collectors who recognized an opportunity?

Description of the New Stamps
By the late 1920s, the U.S. Post Office Department was 

routinely printing stamps on a rotary intaglio press. This new 
technology was the same that was used to apply city and state 
names on precanceled stamps.

Precanceled stamps have a city and state name “sur-
charged” or printed on the stamp itself. Most precanceled 

stamps have black horizontal lines across the 
stamps, effectively “postmarking” the stamp. 
They were distributed directly to and used 
by large commercial businesses to mail sales 
brochures and catalogs as well as first-class 
mail. Once the precanceled stamps were af-
fixed to the item, the accumulated mail was 
placed in bags, and entered the mailstream, 
bypassing the local post office. This resulted 
in significant cost savings, with reduced han-
dling as there was no need to apply a post-
mark. When precanceled stamps were sto-
len, they were more difficult to sell or fence 
because the originating city and state were 
imprinted on each stamp, enabling authori-

ties to more easily track down and apprehend 
the thieves. Precanceled stamps are easily trace-
able, whereas their non-precanceled counter-
parts are not as easily traceable and may be used 
as cash equivalents. As a result, corporate mail-
room “inside jobs” were greatly reduced.

The Kansas-Nebraska stamps are known in the 
Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue as 658 through 679. 
Essentially, they are the rotary press version of the stamps, 
also known as the Fourth Bureau Issue, originally issued 
by flat plate printing (Scott 551–573) that have been over-
printed. In 1928, the 2-cent Washington of the issue had been 
overprinted “Molly Pitcher” and “Hawaii.” The 5-cent Roos-
evelt also was overprinted “Hawaii.”

Most of the stamp collectors who sought these new Kan-
sas-Nebraska overprints were, perhaps not coincidentally, 
also precancel stamp collectors. More on these collectors later.

A registered cover with all 22 denominations of the Kan-
sas-Nebraska overprinted stamps was mailed May 1, 1929 
from the Philatelic Sales Agency in Washington, D.C. [Figure 
4], the set’s first day of sale in the nation’s capital. The enve-

Figure 3. All 11 denominations of the Kansas overprints made their initial 
appearance on April 16, 1929 in Colby, Kansas. These two covers were likely among 
a group mailed by request to E.F. Thresher, of Kansas City, Missouri.

Figure 4. All 22 Kansas-Nebraska overprints postmarked on May 1, 1929, the first day of sale at the Philatelic Agency, Washington, D.C.
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lope is sent by registered mail, and according to postal regu-
lations, is postmarked on the face with mute, undated post-
marks, and on the reverse with the May 1, 1929 date. Only 
two or three such covers, with all denominations postmarked 
on May 1, 1929, are known.

The 22 stamps of the Kansas-Nebraska overprints were 
neither definitive nor commemoratives, but “experimental 
stamps.” The Post Office Department did not publicize the 
initial sale details, but directed collectors to The Philatelic 
Sales Agency, where they could secure May 1, 1929 post-
marks. Meanwhile the Post Office Department began to dis-
tribute the stamps to various Kansas and Nebraska towns in a 
careful, deliberate manner.

Collecting U.S. First-Day Covers During the 1920s
Stamp collectors are an unusual bunch, choosing to col-

lect not only mint and used examples of stamps, but also 
entire sheets of stamps, postally used stamps on envelopes 
(called covers), as well as postally used single stamps, soaked 
off envelopes. One very popular stamp collecting specialty is 
the collecting of first-day covers — stamps postmarked on 
the initial date of a stamp’s issuance. First-day-cover collect-
ing began in earnest in 1922 when the Post Office Depart-
ment began to formally announce specific, initial dates of sale 
and first days of issue. One year earlier, the Post Office De-
partment formed The Philatelic Sales Agency in Washington, 
D.C., for selling newly issued mint stamps to collectors.

By the mid-1920s, the Post Office Department was issu-
ing several postage stamps per year, with collectors preparing 
souvenir envelopes, with each stamp postmarked 
on its designated first day of issue. The Post Office 
Department was careful to provide ample publicity, 
well in advance of the first day of each stamp’s sale.

First-day covers are easily identified nowadays 
because a special first-day-of-issue postmark is ap-
plied to a commemorative envelope. This practice 
began in 1937. Prior to that time, postmarks did not 
include this special wording. Collectors either had 
to have very good memories in order to remember 
these dates, or had to consult specialty catalogs in 
order to identify stamps postmarked on or before 
their initial day of release.

Several definitions help us to better understand 
the interrelationship between the Post Office De-
partment’s initial sale directives and covers dated 
on and after these dates:

Designated First Day: The date specifically 
established and announced by the post office on 
which a new postal issue first is authorized for sale 
to the public.

First Day of Sale: The earliest date on which a 
postal issue was sold to the public. This term applies 
only to issues for which there was no designated 
first day. The Kansas-Nebraska overprints all have 
First Day of Sale dates.

Earliest Documented Use: The date of the earliest known 
postmark for a particular postal issue. This is applicable only 
when the postal issue has a designated first day. Documenta-
tion refers to contemporary confirmation of the cover’s ex-
istence and authenticity, usually determined by one of the 
several organizations that express opinions on such matters 
(The American Philatelic Society’s Expertizing Committee 
and The Philatelic Foundation, for example). The search for 
earliest documented uses endeavors to “push back” this date 
as far as possible.

Official First-Day City: The city determined by the Post 
Office Department where the stamps are initially placed on 
sale. Usually the city has some relationship to the subject 
depicted on the postage stamp. The Kansas-Nebraska over-
prints do not have an official first-day city.

First Day of Sale at the Philatelic Sales Agency: The date 
that the stamps are initially available for sale at the Philatelic 
Sales Agency. From 1922 to 1929, the first day of sale was 
usually the same day as the designated first day. But by early 
1929, the Post Office Department began to make the new 
stamps available at the Philatelic Agency a day or two after 
the first day of sale.

Pre-Date: Stamps that are postmarked prior to the desig-
nated first-day date, contrary to Post Office Department reg-
ulations. Pre-dates can only exist if a stamp has a designated 
first day date. The April 1929 uses of the Kansas-Nebraska 
overprints are not pre-dates. No designated first-day date ex-
ists for any of the 22 stamps.

This table nearby illustrates this change, during the 1928–

1928–1930 STAMP ISSUES AND FIRST DAYS

Description Designated First Day

First Day of Sale 
at the Philatelic 
Sales Agency

2-cent Valley Forge May 26, 1928 May 26, 1928
2-cent Molly Pitcher October 20, 1928 October 20, 1928
2-cent Hawaii August 13, 1928 August 13, 1928
5-cent Hawaii August 13, 1928 August 13, 1928
2-cent Aeronautics December 12, 1928 December 12, 1928
2-cent George Rogers Clark February 25, 1929 February 26, 1929

22 Kansas-Nebraska 
overprints

No designated first day, 
first day of sale mid-
April 1929

May 1, 1929

2-cent Electric Light June 5, 1929 June 6, 1929

2-cent Sullivan Expedition June 17, 1929 June 18, 1929

2-cent Fallen Timbers September 14, 1929 September 16, 1929

2-cent Ohio River October 19, 1929 October 21, 1929

2-cent Massachusetts Bay April 8, 1930 April 11, 1930

2-cent Carolina April 10, 1930 April 11, 1930

4-cent Taft sheet June 4, 1930 June 5, 1930

2-cent Braddock’s Field July 9, 1930 July 10, 1930

2-cent Von Steuben September 17, 1930 September 18, 1930

4-cent Taft coil September 18, 1930 September 18, 1930

1½-cent Harding December 1, 1930 December 2, 1930
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1930 period, including the stamps issued just prior to and 
just after the Kansas-Nebraska overprints.

Most collectors are happy to collect May 1, 1929 post-
marked envelopes. They are more readily available than April-
dated covers and far more affordable. Covers dated before May 
1, 1929 with Kansas-Nebraska overprints are valued in the 
hundreds of dollars each. Of course, infrequently encountered 
items are worth significantly more. In short, envelopes post-
marked May 1, 1929 from the Philatelic Sales Agency in Wash-
ington were merely “for the benefit of stamp collectors,” ac-
cording to Max G. Johl, a student of early 20th-century stamps.

Many of these envelopes were collected by Joe Seacrest, of 
Omaha, Nebraska, and Jack Harvey, of Alexandria, Virginia. 
As these collections were dispersed, collectors that included 
Edward J. Siskin, of New Jersey, and Dr. Alfred Martin, of 
Pennsylvania, acquired these significant holdings. Many of 
these covers are in the collections of Mick and Vicky Hadley, 
of Nebraska, and myself, Henry B. Scheuer, of New York.

Stamps Were Issued as a Cost-Savings Experiment
By 1928, the Post Office Department was about to experi-

ment with a potential cost-savings measure. In September of 

that year, Fred W. Reuter, inspector in charge of the St. Louis 
division — which included Arkansas, Iowa, and Missouri, 
except Kansas City — wrote a letter to the Chief Inspector 
Grant B. Miller in Washington, D.C. with a suggestion to 
reduce post office burglary losses. Reuter noted that a sec-
ond theft at the Federal Building at Lagrange, Georgia, and 
a “theft of a large amount of postage stamps” had occurred.

Reuter wrote: “When at Washington recently I suggested 
to you that these losses could be substantially reduced and al-
most eliminated by supplying all second class and the smaller 
first class offices with stamps from the central accounting 
office.” The inspector concluded his letter: “Personally I can 
conceive of no good reason why this should not be done.”

Post offices were categorized into four classes, based on 
gross annual post office receipts. The Post Office Depart-
ment’s 1924 Postal Laws and Regulations (there were no up-
dates between 1925 and 1931) provided specifics: First Class 
with annual revenue in excess of $40,000; Second Class with 
annual revenue between $8,000 and $40,000; Third Class 
with annual revenue between $1,500 and $8,000; and Fourth 
Class with annual revenue less than $1,500. The chart below 
includes a manual count of the number of class one and class 

CLASS 1 AND 2 POST OFFICES IN KANSAS AND NEBRASKA
Kansas
Abilene

Anthony
Arkansas City

Atchison
Augusta

Baldwin City
Baxter Springs

Belleville
Beloit

Bonner Springs
Burlington
Caldwell

Caney
Chanute

Cherryvale
Clay Center
Coffeyville

Colby
Cold Water
Columbus
Concordia

Council Grove
Dodge City

Downs
El Dorado

Elkhart
Ellinwood

Ellis
Ellsworth
Emporia

Erie
Eureka

Florence
Fort Leavenworth

Fort Scott
Frankfort
Fredonia
Galena

Galesburg
Garden City

Gardner
Garnett

Geuda Springs
Girard
Goessel

Goodland
Great Bend
Greensburg

Halstead
Harper
Hays

Herington
Hiawatha
Hillsboro

Hoisington
Holton
Horton
Howard

Humboldt
Hutchinson

Independence
Iola

Junction City
Kansas City

Kingman
Kinsley
Kiowa
Lakin

Larned
Lawrence

Leavenworth
Liberal
Lincoln

Lindsburg
Lyons

McPherson
Madison

Manhattan
Mankato
Marion

Marysville
Meade

Medicine Lodge
Milford

Minneapolis
Neodesha
Ness City
Newton
Norton
Oakley
Oberlin
Olathe

Osage City
Osawatomie

Osborne
Oswego
Ottawa
Oxford
Paola

Parsons
Peabody

Phillipsburg
Pittsburg

Pleasanton
Pratt

Russell
Sabetha

Saint Francis
Saint John

Saint Marys
Salina

Scott City
Sedan
Seneca

Smith Center
Stafford

Sterling
Stockton
Towanda

Valley Center
Wakeeney
Wamego

Washington
Wellington

Winfield
Yates Center

Nebraska
Ainsworth

Albion
Alliance

Alma
Ashland
Atkinson
Auburn
Aurora
Bayard

Beatrice
Beaver City
Benkelman

Bladen
Blair

Bloomfield
Blue Springs
Bridgeport

Broken Bow
Burchard

Cambridge
Cedar Bluffs
Central City

Chadron
Chappel

Clay Center
College View

Columbus

Cozad
Crawford
Creighton

Crete
David City

Diller
Elk Horn

Exeter
Fairbury
Falls City
Franklin
Fremont
Friend

Fullerton
Geneva
Gering
Gordon

Gothenburg
Grand Island
Hartington

Hastings
Havelock
Hebron

Holdrege
Humboldt
Kearney
Kimball

Lexington
Liberty
Lincoln

Loup City
McCook
Madison
Minden
Mitchell

Nebraska City
Neligh

Newman Grove
Norfolk

North Platte
Oakland
Ogallala
O’Neill

Ord
Orleans
Osceola

Pawnee City
Pender
Pierce

Plainview
Plattsmouth

Randolph
Ravenna

Red Cloud
Rushville

Saint Columbans
Saint Paul
Schuyler

Scottsbluff
Seward
Sidney
Stanton
Superior
Sutton

Tecumseh
Tekamah
Valentine

Valley
Wahoo

Waterloo
Wayne

Westpoint
Wilber
Wisner

Wymore
York
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two offices that was made: 118 Kansas post offices and 93 Ne-
braska post offices.

The Post Office Inspection Service was under the direc-
tion of Grant B. Miller with 525 inspectors reporting to 15 in-
spectors in charge of divisions. The inspectors were “charged 
with the responsibility for actions in connection with mail 
losses, depredations (stealing, damaging or plundering postal 
assets), and other criminal offenses arising under the postal 
laws.” The character of the crimes committed for the year 
ended June 30, 1929 is reflected by a summary of charges (not 
overall incidents) in the chart nearby.

One of the 15 inspectors in charge instrumental in the ad-

vocacy of the Kansas-Nebraska stamp 
overprint experiment was Larry A. 
Johnson, of Kansas City, Missouri.

Johnson [Figure 5] began to work 
for the post office in 1897 as a railway 
mail clerk. After 10 years he was pro-
moted to post office inspector on the 
West Coast. Johnson was reassigned 
to a task of installing the postal savings 
system and was responsible for estab-
lishing instruction methods for post-
masters on its use. Inspector-in-charge 
assignments followed as he moved 
to western New York, Atlanta, and by 
1929, Kansas City.

On November 21, 1928, Johnson; 
his boss, Clarence L. Williams, as-
sistant superintendent of the office 
of the chief inspector; and Michael L. 
Eidsness, the superintendent of the Di-
vision of Stamps, visited the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing. They met with 
bureau officials and wanted to study 
the method by which rotary stamps were precanceled. They 
believed that this process could be used to apply the name (or 
abbreviation) on each stamp at a relatively low cost.

In a March 9, 1929 letter to the Honorable Grant B. Miller, 
chief post office inspector in Washington, Johnson succinctly 

stated the reason these stamps were proposed. The second 
paragraph of his letter reads:

In view of the fact that Mr. M.L. Eidsness, Superintendent 
Division of Stamps, advocated the placing of a full year’s 
supply of surcharged stamps in stock at central accounting 
offices and, also, in the direct accounting offices, the 
spreading of the requisitions in this manner will show an 
important saving.

A series of experimental stamps could be issued to reduce 
administrative costs by supplying a one-year supply, rather 
than a three-month supply, of stamps to local post offices. 
The annual Report of the Postmaster General for 1929 de-
scribed the stamps’ purpose as: “a measure to prevent the dis-
position and use on mailings of stamps stolen in post-office 
burglaries.”

E.A. Farnesworth summarized this same reason for the 
Kansas-Nebraska stamp overprint experiment in the phila-
telic press (Weekly Philatelic Gossip, Volume XIII, Number 
50, pages 1557 and 1559): “If this plan is generally adopted, 
no doubt it will help in a great measure to prevent the dis-
posal of stolen stamps in distant states.”

Hugh M. Southgate described the initial order for the 
stamps as: “This order was for experimental purposes in con-
nection with identifying postage through surcharge.” Three 
additional observations are in order:

1. Overprint the current stock stamps with the abbrevia-
tion of the state in which the stamps were sold, initially in 
Nebraska and Kansas, with the “Nebr.” and “Kans.” abbre-
viations. With a one-year supply of stamps on hand, rather 
than a three-month supply, post offices could be viewed as a 
greater target for thieves.

In order to assure postmasters that their greater stock of 
stamps would not be at greater risk of theft, the stamps had 
to be made less desirable as a fenceable commodity. It was 
thought that “Kans.” or “Nebr.” overprints would help allevi-
ate this dilemma.

2. Limit the distribution of the stamps to larger towns, 
where post offices presumably had greater security measures 
such as larger, more secure physical facilities.

Although Southgate’s notes indicate that Hiawatha, Kan-
sas, was included in the cities that received the initial ship-
ment of the overprinted stamps, the city’s postmaster was de-
nied a one-year supply, instead receiving only a three-month 
supply. The third assistant postmaster general justified his 
actions in an April 24 letter that read, in part, “… it would be 
difficult for you to store and protect the stamps.”

The postmaster in Ellis, Kansas, wrote to the third assis-
tant postmaster general on April 26, requesting overprinted 
stamps in the amount of $4,685. His request was denied be-
cause “the quantities may be somewhat in excess of the avail-
able storage space.”

The letter continued, “If desired, the amounts may be re-
duced to conform more nearly to a three to six months’ sup-
ply, in accordance with storage facilities.” No evidence of any 
stamps reaching Ellis prior to April 30 exists, nor are stamps 

Figure 5. Postal 
Inspector L. 
(Larry) A. Johnson, 
early advocate 
and defender 
of the Kansas-
Nebraska overprint 
experiment.

CRIMES FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1929
Character of Crime Arrests Indictments Convictions
Fraudulent Use of the Mails 918 950 628
Theft of Mail 904 722 695
Holdup and Robbery 64 35 45
Burglary of Post Office 482 424 327
Mailing of Obscene Matter 211 188 153
Embezzlement of Official 

Funds
254 237 208

Money-Order Forgeries 172 161 122
Miscellaneous 961 597 714
Totals 3,906 3,314 2,892
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known postmarked prior to May 1, 1929.
3. Provide a “cover story” that the stamps were being cre-

ated as a means to reduce post office robberies, a carryover 
of one of the reasons for the issuance of precanceled stamps. 
The Post Office Department could hardly explain to the pub-
lic that the overprints were being added to stamps because 
larger quantities were being shipped, transported and stored 
at smaller post offices. That would only invite robbers and 
thieves to target the larger stamp inventories. A “come and 
get it” temptation had to be avoided.

Stamp Requisitions by Local Postmasters
Procedures for ordering supplies of stamps from the Post 

Office Department headquarters were clearly spelled out. The 
July, 1929 United States Official Postal Guide provided specific 
procedures.

Paragraph 47, titled “Amount of Requisitions,” clearly ex-
plains procedures in effect when ordering stamps during this 
period. Let’s remember that the Kansas-Nebraska overprint 
experiment was to provide a one-year supply of stamps in 
lieu of a three-month supply. The language in the Postal Bul-
letin applies to other stamp issues and does not apply to the 
Kansas-Nebraska experiment.

Amount of requisitions: On account of the frequency of 
post-office burglaries, postmasters should draw requisition 
about one month in advance of their needs for not exceeding 
a three month’s supply of postage stamps at a time if they 
cannot protect a larger quantity. Requisitions for larger 
stocks of postage stamps can be protected, requisitions 
equal to a six months’ supply may be drawn. Requisitions 
for a 6 to 12 months’ supply of postal cards, plain stamped 
envelopes, and office-request envelopes may be submitted 
if storage space is available.

The time required to fill requisitions from post offices is 
outlined beginning in paragraph 62:

The time usually required for shipments of stamps, 
stamp books, and international reply coupons after the 
postmaster’s requisition is received at the Department is 

four to six business days….

The First Shipment of Stamps to Post Offices 
Southgate (1871–1940) was a great supporter of orga-

nized philately and became the leading light and guiding 
spirit of the Philatelic Plate Number Association, founded 
in 1926. This organization widened its scope to include all 
philatelic printing activities of the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing and changed its name to The Bureau Issues Associa-
tion. Southgate became its first president.

He was a meticulous chronicler of stamp production 
details, including initial distribution dates of newly issued 
stamps. His notes included initial printing and distribution 
details about the Kansas-Nebraska overprints.

Southgate’s notes were retained by his successor as presi-
dent of the Bureau Issues Association, George Brett of Spirit 
Lake, Iowa. Upon Brett’s death in 2005, the notes were be-
queathed to the Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum 
in Washington, D.C., and are preserved as “The Hugh M. 
Southgate Papers in the George W. Brett Papers and Docu-
ments Collection.”

Southgate was a resident of Chevy Chase, Maryland, and 
the general manager of the Washington office of Westing-
house Corporation. His offices were a few blocks from the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing and because of his interest 
in the technical production of dies, plates, engravings, and 
other orienting processes, he developed a number of friend-
ships with those involved with such activities at the bureau. 
From 1926 to 1928, he made many visits to the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing and learned many stamp production 
and distribution details of newly issued postage stamps.

Southgate was quite active with the current new issues 
during this period. Many first-day covers addressed to him 
survive [Figure 6], including an example of a first-day cover 
addressed to him for a stamp placed on sale in 1929.

Philip Ward, an avid stamp dealer and philatelic colum-
nist, reported in Ward’s Philatelic News, that:

The first day covers are indeed rare, shipped from 
Washington on 
April 12 or 13, 
1929, to thirty-
three Kansas 
and twenty-six 
Nebraska towns 
in all postal 
denominations 
then issued, 
printed by the 
rotary press. 
The stamps 
reached their 
d e s t i n a t i o n s 
in the smaller 
cities and towns 
on April 15 or 
April 16. But two 
Kansas [towns] 

Figure 6. Hugh McClellan Southgate was a great supporter of organized 
philately and helped form the Philatelic Plate Number Association. Here is a 
first-day cover addressed to him franked with the 2-cent Edison stamp.
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and one Nebraska town received all denominations, the 
shipments being to fill orders in hand at the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing, the average being perhaps only 
three or four denominations. The earliest reported covers 
bear the date of April 15, 1929, with 1-, 6- and 8-cent 
Kansas denominations and the 1-, 2-, 3-, 4- and 5-cent 
Nebraska stamps. All other Kansas denominations are 
dated April 16; Nebraska 6, 7, 8 and 9 cents dated April 
17; the 10-cent [cover] dated April 18; and 1½ cent dated 
April 19. Doubtless some of these late Nebraska overprints 
will ultimately show up with the April 16 date, as they were 
undoubtedly available. The shipments, while expected, 
were unheralded; hence the lack of early dated covers. All 
denominations of both issues were placed on sale at the 
Philatelic Agency in Washington, May 1, 1929.”

Southgate noted contemporaneously, that the initial ship-
ment of stamps “left the Bureau of Engraving and Printing on 
April 13, 1929.” Additional early shipments of stamps were 
sent to these cities.

The table above lists all cities that actually received the 
initial shipment of Kansas and Nebraska overprint stamps ac-
cording to Hugh M. Southgate’s notes.

The total number of 
stamps overprinted from 
February 8 through Octo-
ber 12, when the experiment 
ended, varied by denomina-
tion. A chart of those quanti-
ties is nearby.

The surcharged Kansas 
stamps were initially ordered 
on January 24, 1929 and the 
first printing began on Feb-
ruary 8.

The text of Southgate’s 
handwritten notes summa-
rize the earliest dates noted, 
based on a letter he wrote to 
33 Kansas and 26 Nebraska 
towns. The text of this letter:

Dear Mr. Postmaster,
Please frank the enclosure with one of your nicest new 

type (theft prevention?) 1½ ct. State Surcharged stamps 
(KANS.) which doubtless you have just received from 

Washington. I am anxious to get first day use of this type of 
stamps for my collection).

I shall appreciate your courtesy and trust that the cover 
bears a nice clear impression of your cancelling stamps 
showing town name and date.

Thanking you in advance, I am …”

Presumably, Southgate mailed a slightly different letter to 
Nebraska postmasters. It is not clear if and why he requested 
only the 1½-cent denomination.

Southgate concluded, from his detailed sometimes cryp-
tic notes, that the earliest dates sold for each of the stamps 
were as listed in the chart nearby.

Sadly, to date, no Southgate addressed covers are known 
to survive. As a result, the high-denominations covers of the 
Nebraska overprints are not known to exist today. The where-
abouts of these covers is a mystery.

N.R. Hoover, editor of the United States Precanceled 
Stamps, made some interesting comments about collectors’ 
attempts to secure examples of the experimental stamp, post-
marked from various cities, on various days, in his March 23, 
1929 column in the Weekly Philatelic Gossip.

Hoover wrote:
First day covers from small, out-of-the-way post offices 

of each state, on the first day of the state imprinted stamps 
go into use, will drive the first day cover enthusiasts into 
insane asylums if they try to take care of every point 
possible. There is practically no limit as to what can be 
done on this point.

Dr. Henry J. Vogel, of Stowe Vermont, reported (First 

SOUTHGATE LIST OF CITIES THAT RECEIVED THE 
INITIAL SHIPMENT OF KANSAS AND NEBRASKA OVERPRINT STAMPS

Kansas
Abilene 

Baldwin City
Caldwell
 Chanute

Cherry Vale
 Clay Center

Colby
Columbus 
Dodge City

Downs

El Dorado
 Elkhart 
Elsworth
Emporia
Eureka 

Fredonia
Goodland 

Greensburg 
Halstead

Hays
Hiawatha 

Kiowa 
Liberal 
Lincoln 
Lyons

Newton
Osawatomie

Oxford
Paola

Pittsburg
Russell

St. Marys

Sedan

Nebraska
Ainsworth

Auburn
Beatrice
Bladen

Broken Bow
Cambridge
Clay Center

Crawford

Exeter
Gothenburg
Grand Island
Hartington
Humboldt

Neligh
North Platte

O’Neill
Pawnee City

Pender
Ravenna

Scotts Bluff
Seaward
Superior
Sutton 

Tecumseh
Wahoo
Wayne

OVERPRINTS 
BY DENOMINATION

Denomination Quantity
1 cent 13,390,000
1½ cents 8,240,000
2 cents 87,410,000
3 cents 2,540,000
4 cents 2,290,000
5 cents 2,700,000
6 cents 1,450,000
7 cents 1,900,000
8 cents 1,530,000
9 cents 1,130,000
10 cents 2,860,000

SOUTHGATE NOTES ON EARLIEST DATES SOLD FOR 
KANSAS AND NEBRASKA OVERPRINT STAMPS

KANSAS
April 15

Newton: 1, 6, and 8 cents 
April 16

Colby: 1½, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 
9, and 10 cents

NEBRASKA
April 15

Beatrice: 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 cents
April 17

Cambridge: 1 and 9 cents
Superior: 1½ cents

Exeter: 2 cents
Auburn: 3 and 7 cents

Ravenna: 3 cents
Wahoo: 4 and 6 cents

Crawford: 4 cents
Humboldt: 7 cents

Pawnee: 8 cents
North Platte: 10 cents

April 18
Tecumseh: 10 cents

April 19
Neligh: 1½ cents
Beatrice: 5 cents
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Days, Volume 19, Number 5, pages 19–20) that through the 
Bureau Issues Association, he became friends with William 
W. Wylie, the editor of Scott’s Monthly Journal and furthered 
his association with its first president, Hugh M. Southgate. 
Southgate was responsible for preparing many early first-day 
covers for many different stamps during this period. He was 
well aware of many stamp-related printing activities in the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing, including the names of 
the Kansas and Nebraska post offices receiving the initial 
shipment of these stamps.

When Southgate became aware of the Colby, Kansas ship-
ments, he probably passed along the information to Thresher, 
who prepared 11 covers, each to be franked with a different 
Kansas overprint value, and to be postmarked on April 16, 
1929. Thresher was probably referenced in the April 16, 1929 
Colby newspaper article, which stated, in part:

The Colby post office was probably the first in the nation 
to sell the stamps with the name of the state overprinted 
on them. Shipment of $1,910 worth of these overprinted 
stamps was received Tuesday morning , and in the same 
mail came a request to buy a quantity of them for a Kansas 
City stamp collector.

Wylie is reported to have very clearly remembered one 
particular telegram received by Thresher from Southgate to 
the effect that the Colby post office was receiving all denomi-
nations of the Kansas overprints.

The Post Office Department release titled “Special Issue 
of State Overprinted Stamps,” dated April 8, 1929, provides 
details about where overprinted stamps were authorized for 
sale: “The overprinting experiment is being tried out. If it is 
successful, overprints with all 48 state abbreviations will fol-
low.”

On April 20, 1929, the third assistant postmaster general 
made his initial announcement about the overprinted stamps:

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are 
notified that arrangements have been completed to begin 
the issuance of special overprinted stamps in sheet form in 
denominations of 1 to 10 cents, inclusive, to post offices in 
Kansas and Nebraska, for placing on sale to the public. So 
far as practicable, all requisitions for these denominations 
now on hand in the department from direct-accounting 
postmasters will be filled with the overprinted stamps. The 
surcharge, representing the respective State abbreviations, 
will appear in black ink across the lower half of the stamps.

The ½-cent Nathan Hale rotary press definitive (Scott 
653) was initially placed on sale on May 25, 1929, a few weeks 
after the initial sale of the overprints. The rotary press version 
of the higher values of this definitive stamp series (11 cents 
through 50 cents) made their initial appearance as early as 
July 1931. The $1, $2 and $5 dollar denominations were never 
printed on the rotary press.

Used and unused examples of the Kansas-Nebraska 
stamps, soaked off cover, are quite often faked — the over-
printed “Kans.” or “Nebr.” added. Not so with overprint 
stamps remaining on cover. Although these April-dated cov-

ers are worth hundreds of dollars each, numerous difficulties 
would discourage even the most enterprising mischief mak-
er. Locating an April 1929-dated envelope from a “correct” 
town with the “correct” stamp is difficult enough, but apply-
ing a convincing fraudulent overprint to the stamp while it’s 
affixed to the envelope is extraordinarily difficult.

To the author’s knowledge, no fake covers have yet to be 
reported.

The quantity of stamps shipped to each post office was 
supposed to be sufficient for one year’s requirements, not just 
three month’s inventory, according to a Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp 
News, dated May 13, 1929. The “Chronicle of New Issues and 
Varieties” article was edited by Philip H. Ward, noted collec-
tor, dealer, and philatelic writer.

Until otherwise directed the following general rules will 
govern the sale and use of the state surcharged stamps, ac-
cording to the article:

1. The stamps will be placed on sale at post offices 
within the respective states, but they will be valid for 
postage purposes at all post offices now using ordinary 
United States stamps.

2. The supplies of ordinary unsurcharged stamps 
remaining on hand in post offices in the above-named states 
will continue to be used until exhausted. No official first 
day of sale will be designated for any post office supplied 
with the surcharged stamps.

3. Postmasters at offices supplied with special surcharged 
stamps will not accept mail orders for such stamps from 
outside the state except as may be specifically authorized by 
the department when needed for use on advertising matter 
that is to be sent to post offices in Kansas and Nebraska for 
mailing.

4. For the benefit of stamp collectors, the state surcharged 
stamps will be placed on sale in the philatelic agency on 
May 1, 1929. Owing to the large number of denominations 
of surcharged stamps, the agency will be unable to accept 
first day covers from collectors for stamping and mailing 
on May 1.

5. The filling of orders will be greatly facilitated if 
collectors will eliminate other varieties of stamps from 
their first orders for state surcharged stamps. All orders will 
be filled in regular turn of receipt.

While every reasonable effort will be made in the agency 
to fill orders with well centered stock, the limited quantities 
of the State surcharged stamps printed will prevent as close 
selection being made as is possible with ordinary stamps.

Additionally, initial shipment information is displayed, 
according to Hugh Southgate, and covers that are known 
from various cities are noted.

Documenting Pre-May 1, 1929 Postal Uses
Nearly all the surviving pre-May 1, 1929 covers are known 

to have been prepared by, or retrieved from incoming mail, 
by stamp collectors. The table on the next page shows that 
most surviving covers are from towns in the eastern parts of 
each state, with very few known from towns in the western 
part of Kansas or Nebraska. Interstate 35 that runs north/
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south in Kansas was chosen as the divider between east and 
west in Kansas and U.S. Route 281 was chosen as the divider 
between east and west in Nebraska. Whenever cities are lo-
cated on the dividing line highway (e.g. Belleville, Concordia, 
and Newton in Kansas, and Atkinson, Grand Island, Hast-
ings, Red Cloud and Saint Paul in Nebraska) they were con-
sidered to be in the eastern half of their respective states.

Virtually all surviving examples of these early dated cov-
ers are stamp-collector inspired, meaning that either the 
sender or receiver was a known collector. Most of the sur-
viving covers are franked with a 2-cent stamp that paid the 
current first-class postage rate. Quite frequently, the 2-cent 
rate was made up, using a pair of 1-cent stamps. All reported 
3-cent through the 10-cent stamps are used on envelopes, 
that overpay the first-class rate, and no covers are reported 
on registered or special delivery mail.

A number of the 2-cent stamps, mostly postmarked in 
Liberal, Kansas, were addressed to the Newton Building and 
Loan Association, in Newton. These were plucked from com-
mercial, business, incoming mail, by Claude O. Conkey, as-
sistant secretary at that company and a stamp collector.

A literature search of 1930s-era philatelic publications 
revealed the reporting of many overprint uses from before 
May 1. Unfortunately, the whereabouts of most of these cov-
ers remains a mystery.

Philip H. Ward, the famous stamp dealer and author, re-
ported the existence of a non-philatelic cover in his Mekeel’s 
Weekly Stamp News column of May 6, 1929:

Mr. P. R. Crooker sends for inspection the first cover 
that has been noted, namely — a 2-cent overprinted “Nebr.” 
and used from North Platte, Nebraska, April 18, 1929 at 
10 a.m. This was on a business communication received by 
Mr. Crooker’s firm, and was used in the course of everyday 
commerce.

Although the ecological disaster of the 1920s called the 
Dust Bowl was not apparently directly related to the initial 

issuance of these stamps, the Dust Bowl, coupled with the 
economic misery of the Great Depression, help explain why 
so few covers survive with the coveted postmarks during 
April 1929. Millions of people fled the Great Plains during 
the 1930s, many in great haste, and as a result, undoubtedly 
many commercially used envelopes did not survive and were 
discarded.

During the early 1920s, farmers were eager to increase 
profits as a response to the difficult economic times caused 
by a post-World War I recession. Millions of previously 
unplowed acres were plowed and planted with wheat. An 
oversupply of wheat resulted in depressed prices. The Great 
Plains were covered with these wheat fields in place of the 
natural drought-resistant grasses. Coincidentally and quite 
unfortunately, the economic effects of the Great Depression 
resulted in an inability to absorb the large wheat crop, result-
ing in falling prices. In the early 1930s, a drought began and 
strong winds blew away much of the fertile topsoil. Major 
dust storms, known as black blizzards, caused great physi-
cal destruction and resulted in a significant population-out 
migration.

The Who’s Who of the Kansas Overprints
Here is a look at some of the individuals responsible for 

creating early-use Kansas overprint covers.
Colby and Dodge City, Kansas appear to have been the 

only towns in Kansas receiving all denominations of the state 
stamps by April 16, according to brief mention in the Weekly 
Philatelic Gossip on April 27, 1929. No evidence exists that 
April 16 covers with any denominations with the Dodge City 
postmark survive.

Several collectors from Newton, Kansas were active in 
securing and preserving these postally used envelopes. How-
ard Starr Dickey, Claude O. Conkey, and John Heffelfinger,  
were instrumental in preparing covers of the Kansas over-
print stamps between April 15 and April 30, 1929. They knew 
each other, collaborated in the preparation of their early-date 
cover uses, and even joined the preeminent national stamp 
collecting society, the American Philatelic Society.

Dickey proposed both Conkey and Heffelfinger for mem-
bership in the APS, with applications dated just two days 
apart in 1930. Dickey’s philatelic interests were longer stand-
ing, having joined the APS in 1905, when he was 21.

By 1929, when these 
stamps made their initial ap-
pearance, Hefflelfinger was 
47, Dickey 45, and Conkey 37. 
First, though a look at another 
key player in Kansas philately.

Ebenezer Sanders Thresh-
er, known as “Uncle Eb” to 
some, was born August 15, 
1895 [Figure 7]. He was a life-
long resident of Kansas City, 
Missouri, where he was an 

PRE-MAY 1, 1929 POSTAL USES FOR 
KANSAS AND NEBRASKA OVERPRINT STAMPS

Kansas
Abilene

Arkansas City
Augusta

Bonner Springs
Colby

Dodge City
El Dorado
Emporia

Garden City
Gardner

Geuda Springs 
Goessel

Humboldt
Independence

Kansas City
Kingman

Lakin
Lawrence

Liberal

Lyons
Newton
Olathe

Osawatomie
Ottawa
Paola

Russell
Sabetha

Towanda
Valley Center

Wellington
Winfield

Nebraska
Auburn
Beatrice

Blue Springs
Bridgeport
Burchard

Cedar Bluffs

Diller 
Elk Horn
Fairbury
Fremont

Grand Island
Hartington

Hastings
Humboldt
Kearney
Liberty
Lincoln

Nebraska City
North Platte

Sutton
Valley
Wahoo

Waterloo
Wymore

Figure 7. Ebenezer S. Thresher.
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active hobbyist and collector, focusing his activities on U.S. 
plate numbers, Bureau precancels, and stamps from the Por-
tuguese colonies.

Thresher was a founding member of the Bureau Issues 
Association, now renamed the United States Stamp Society, 
the preeminent organization devoted to the study of U.S. 
stamps, where he became acquainted with Hugh M. South-
gate, that group’s first president. Southgate was a careful and 
meticulous contemporary chronicler of stamp printing de-
tails and initial distribution specifics of new stamps, printed 
by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing in Washington, D.C. 
from the mid-1920s to the early 1940s.

Southgate was well aware of the names of the various 
post offices to which these newly issued stamps were being 
shipped. When he learned of the Colby shipments, Southgate 
contacted his friend, Eb Thresher.

According to William W. Wylie, at that time a reporter for 
a Kansas City newspaper, Southgate sent a number of letters 
and telegrams to Thresher regarding the Kansas overprints. 
Thresher mailed self-addressed envelopes to the postmaster 
in Colby and secured the prized April 16, 1929 postmarks.

For many years the whereabouts of these Colby, Kansas 
covers were unknown. There was quite a bit of speculation 
that they had not survived. The late Jack Harvey, former 
expertizing chairman of the American First Day Cover Soci-
ety and Kansas-Nebraska overprint stamp expert, speculated 
that they were inadvertently lost or destroyed.

Their whereabouts can be traced back to January 1953, 
when a South Bristol, Maine stamp dealer, Lewis T. Kelsey, 
sold them to Joseph A. Zishka, of Indianapolis, Indiana, a 
collector who owned them for the next 25 years. After pass-
ing through several hands, the entire set of 10 covers was sold 
for $8,625 in the Dr. Alfred S. Martin Collection Sale, held in 
March 2005 by Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc.

Thresher authored “Random Philatelic Observations 
from the Mediterranean Theater of Operations” in the 1946 
Philatelic Congress Book. When he wrote his biography, with 
accompanying portrait, he described himself as “Free, single, 
and happy, in other words, not married.”

Thresher was a frequent contributor to The Precancel Bee, 
an Omaha-based newspaper focused on this philatelic spe-
cialty. He was a frequent contributor to that publication, and 
was a columnist, and once began one of his columns: “Mr. 
H.M. Southgate of Washington tells me that ...” Thresher’s new 
issue collecting interests required close ties with someone 
like Southgate who could provide information about events 
as they occurred at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. In 
1929, when he was president of the Midwest Philatelic Soci-
ety, he attended the seventh annual convention of the Precan-
cel Stamp Society September 5 to 7 in Kansas City, Missouri, 
his hometown. (Howard Dickey also is photographed in the 
group picture of convention attendees.)

Thresher joined the Bureau Issues Association in March 
of 1930 as member No. 148.  In 1929, Thresher was a sales-
man with a grain brokerage firm in Kansas City. He died from 

heart disease on April 25, 1958 in Kansas City, Missouri. The 
death certificate mentioned that he was in the armed forces 
during World War I. He is buried in Kansas City at Forest Hill 
Cemetery.

Howard Starr Dickey, the dean of the “Newton boys,” 
was born May 25, 1884 and died February 5, 1957, at the age 
of 72 [Figure 8]. Dickey began to collect stamps as a child and 
continued his grandfather’s collection. As a teen, he began 

to collect precanceled stamps 
and later began to buy and 
sell these stamps, continu-
ally building his collection. In 
1910, he sold this collection 
but continued his activities 
by becoming an active buyer 
and seller of precancels. He 
became a stamp dealer.

After finishing school, 
he went to work in the fam-
ily business, Dickey Drug 
and Jewelry store. Dickey left 

Newton and homesteaded in Meade County, Kansas, but re-
turned to Newton and became the owner of a music store, 
H.S. Dickey Piano store, at 717 Main Street, next to the New-
ton Post Office. Dickey advertised his business as “Next Door 
to Post Office.”

Dickey became very active in stamp clubs in Newton and 
throughout Kansas and even in Oklahoma. He assisted in the 
organization of the Oklahoma Philatelic Society, was an orga-
nizing member of the Precancel Club of America, and helped 
foster the philatelic publication known as The Philatelic Gossip.

Dickey’s APS membership lasted for 29 years, when he 
let his membership lapse, presumably for failing to pay dues 
in 1934. He was an active member in several other philatelic 
organizations, including, the National Society of Philatelists, 
and the Precancel Club of America. In 1952, The Precan-
cel Stamp Society honored him at its annual convention in 
Dallas.

Like Thresher, Dickey attended the seventh annual con-
vention of the Precancel Stamp Society in Kansas City. The 
group photograph of the convention attendees shows him in 
the same photograph as E.S. Thresher.

When the postmaster in Newton, Kansas noticed that the 
new 1-cent, 6-cent, and 8-cent Kansas overprints arrived on 
April 15, he called Dickey, who identified them as the new 
Kansas overprints. Dickey and another collector had only 15 
minutes before the post office closed to send out some first-
day covers. These were the only first-day covers mailed of 
these particular overprints. By working quickly, they sent out 
47 covers, including three with blocks. Dickey was not sure 
whether he sent out one or two sets of blocks, but in either 
case, they are quite rare.

Dickey also was a composer and poet. He wrote 27 songs 
and had them published through his own Dickey Music 
Company. His poems were self-published, in a single volume.  

Figure 8. Howard Starr Dickey.
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John B. Heffelfinger was responsible for the only known 
examples of stamp usage for several Kansas cities.

As the oldest of the “Newton Boys,” he was born July 25, 
1882  in Newburgh, Pennsylvania and died in March 1960 in 
Newton, Kansas.

Heffelfinger applied for membership the American Phila-
telic Society on November 8, 1930 and was dropped in 1933.

He graduated from Baker University in 1907 and earned 
his master’s degree in 1924 from the University of Wisconsin. 
Heffelfinger taught public school before becoming a principal 
and superintendent of schools at Eldorado (1909 to 1915), and 
Arkansas City (1915 until 1918). In 1923, he became superin-
tendent of schools in Newton, Kansas where he stayed until his 
retirement in 1951. He authored three books and appeared on 
state and national programs for the American Library Associa-
tion and the National Education Association.

Heffelfinger was credited with being the “father” of the 
KABIE [Kansas Agriculture, Business, Industrial and Edu-
cation] tours for teachers. He also collaborated on a state-
adopted text about Kansas geography.

Claude O. Conkey also prepared pre-May 1, 1929 Kansas 
overprint stamps on covers [Figure 9]. He is most remem-
bered here for his retrieval of pre-May 1 uses of envelopes 
that were received by his employer, the Railroad Building, 
Loan and Savings Association, in Newton during the course 
of everyday business activities.  Several different April-dat-
ed envelopes survive, all from the same business in Liberal, 
Kansas.

Conkey was born March 24, 1892 in Pleasanton, Kan-
sas. After he graduated from the University of Kansas Law 

School, he moved to Newton. He was the assistant attorney 
and second vice president at the loan and savings association, 
an organization that financed home construction by originat-
ing first mortgages. He retired in 1957 and died December 
28, 1958. Active in the community, he was a member of the 
First United Methodist Church, the Newton Masonic Lodge, 
and a veteran of World War I. He was a state senator from 
1932 until 1936.

Conkey was a member of stamp clubs in Wichita and 
Newton. He applied to the American Philatelic Society for 
membership on February 1, 1931 as member 11179 and was 
dropped in 1932.

Conkey was an active collector when he informed the 
Weekly Philatelic Gossip about the new issues. In an April 
27, 1929 edition, the columnist wrote, “Just got the first day 
(April 15) from C.O. Conkey of Newton, Kansas with a pair 
of the one-centers. He states that their post office received the 
ones, sixes and eights that afternoon.”

No discussion of Kansas postal activities during this 
period should fail to mention Robert Williamson Baugh-
man (1907–1970). Baughman loved organized philately and 
his involvement in leadership roles is exemplified with his 
founding of the Kansas Precancel Club, his sponsorship of 
four regional stamp shows during a 15-year period and a pe-
riod when he was president of the now defunct Society of 
Philatelic Americans. In addition to his philatelic interests, he 
was a collector or “almost anything Kansas related.”

His business card carried a slogan: “If It’s From or About 
Kansas Let Me Know.” Baughman became a major collector 
of Kansas-related maps, tens of thousands of them. He had 

a gentlemen’s agreement 
with the Kansas Histori-
cal Society in Topeka, that 
he was giving the use of 
the items to the society 
and that he reserved the 
right to recall these items, 
which today have stayed at 

Figure 9. An example of incoming mail rescued from the trash by Claude O. Conkey to the 
Railroad and Loan Building of Newton, Kansas, where he worked. The same building in 
Newton survives today and is pictured at left.
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the society. He also collected Kan-
sas-related postal history.

Baughman prepared a wonder-
ful envelope, showing the usage of each Kansas overprint 
stamp from Liberal, Kansas on April 24, 1929. This is the only 
known envelope showing April 1929 uses of theses stamps. 
He was a student at the University of Kansas at the time.

Baughman was honored in 1964 by the Society of Phila-
telic Americans, when he was awarded the society’s research 
award in recognition of his extensive work, especially high-
lighted by his book, Kansas Post Offices. The book contained 
information on the 4,281 post offices which existed at one 
time or another in that state. By 1964, only 700 were in op-
eration.

Baughman’s book, Kansas in Maps, was published in 1961 
by the Kansas Historical Society. Much of the information in 
the book was distilled from Baughman’s collection of nearly 
75,000 maps, each with some sort of relationship to Kansas.

Bob and his wife, Helen, were lifelong residents of Lib-
eral, in southwest Kansas. The Baughman family fortune 
came from his grandfather’s and father’s banking activities 
and farmland investments. The family land holdings, includ-
ed more than 300,000 acres in Kansas, Colorado, and Okla-
homa. Many thousands of acres in Baughman Farms were 
situated in the Hugoton natural gas field, one of the largest 
gas reserves in the United States. When the older Baughman 
died in 1954, the estate was appraised at $6.81 million.

In 1970, Baughman Farms was sold to Philip Anschutz, a 
Kansas land investor billionaire, for $10 million.

Other less active and prominent Newton collectors in-
clude: Dr. Edward Payson Cressler, a well known dentist in 
Newton, Dr. H. P. Knowles, L.H. Marsh, and Wilfred Su-
derman. Their names appear as addressees on pre-May 1, 
1929 uses of these overprinted stamps.

Two of the very few surviving envelopes that were neither  

prepared nor received from a stamp collector are known as 
“The Bridgeport Love Letters,” so named because each cover 
includes a three-page pencil-written love letter.

The first envelope is postmarked April 26, 1929 and is 
addressed to Miss Dena Gronewald, Grand Island Business 
College in Grand Island, Nebraska. It is forwarded to Go-
thenburg, Nebraska. The letter is written by a male admirer, 
Leeland Lamb [Figure 10].

The second envelope, also from Lamb, is postmarked on 
April 28, 1929 and also is addressed to “Miss Dena Grone-
wald; Gothenburg, Nebraska.”

Following are some excerpts from the letters. First, in a 
letter dated April 24-29, 1929 when he was spending a week 
in Bridgeport, Nebraska, Leeland writes, in part:

Dearest Dena:
Thinking of you, yes, and why. Well dear every time I 

get lonesome which is pretty often, well, I don’t know, there 
is just the nicest and warmest feeling right down next to 
my heart, that is caused from something — Dena can you 
guess?

To nite I set back at a table in the Palace Café here and 
was eating supper. Just nicely started when the waitress 
started to play “Sweethearts on Parade”. The song is Ended 
“Back in Your Own Back Yard” and “Tin Pan Parade” on 
the Victrola, say honey, I sure lived several of our evenings 
over again in those few minutes.

I have not been able to get any sauerkraut & weenies 
since I left you kids. Guess I’ll have to come back. What say!

Say honey we have just had one regular blizzard here 
snow—sleet—rain, boy boy. I was up in by Morrill about 60 
miles above here and I heard there was a storm acoming so 
I started out about 6:00 P.M. and it took me 6½ hours and 
7 gal gas to make the 60 miles and best of all I arrived here 

Figure 10. “The Bridgeport Love Letters” 
include two non-philatelic, early use 
2-cent Nebraska overprints used in April, 
1929. Each were mailed from Bridgeport, 
Nebraska, from a man smitten with a 
student at business school.
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just in time to get the benefit of it all. Not so bad. Just my 
luck. Thought I was leaving it behind and drove right in to 
the face of it.

Good nite Dena   !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Leeland!!!!x x x x x x x x x x

Here are parts of a letter dated April 27, 1929 from Lee-
land to Dena:

After receiving a letter from Chester today, it has set me 
to thinking. He said, “it is sure to [sic] bad bout Dena isn’t 
it.” Now that’s the first word I’ve had since you wrote and 
told me that you were sick.

Dena it surely can’t be that you have been sick all this 
time and have not let me know some way or other. What 
seems to be the trouble Dena? Write and tell me as I think 
a awfully lot of you even tho [sic] I am or just was just a 
college friend.

I have written several letters and a card to you at G.I. 
[Grand Island], maybe you have not received them yet, at 
least kiddo I am going to give you the benefit of the doubt. 
Am I right?

I have been worrying all day about you and will until I 
hear from you so if it should not able to write,  you ask that 
sweet Mother of yours to please drop me a line even if just 
a card.

I’m going to wait here until I hear from you Dena.
A friend
Good night girlie,
Leeland

Grand Island Business College was found-
ed in 1885 and taught young women a busi-
ness course, a normal course and a shorthand 
course. Gronewald graduated and became a 
stenographer in Northern Kansas and Southern 
Nebraska. She married another man, not Lee-
land, and eventually settled in Denver. But Lee-
land must have meant something to her. Years 
later, after her passing, the letter found its way 
to an antiques mall dealer, who sold it on the 
Internet. The seller of the cover, in Denver, is lo-
cated about 200 miles southwest of Bridgeport.

Henry G. Lang [Figure 11] was perhaps the most active 
and enterprising collector involved with the Nebraska over-
prints. He is responsible for the existence of stamps post-
marked from six Nebraska cities. Additionally, on April 24, 
he embarked on an automobile voyage that took him to sev-
eral tiny Nebraska towns and arranged to have self-addressed 
envelopes postmarked at each post office. Lang’s envelopes 
are the sole extant examples from many of these cities. Shown 
are his itinerary [Figure 12] and two of the 2-cent Kansas 
overprints postmarked from several stops along Lang’s auto-
mobile journey [Figure 13].

Lang was born in 1883 and was the son of Emil Lang, 

Figure 11. Henry G. Lang (left) receives a 
presentation folder for the Homestead 
Act commemorative stamp in 1962 from 
the postmaster general (right) at that 
stamp’s first-day event.

Figure 12. A map showing 
Henry Lang’s journey 
to obtain April 24, 1929 
postmarks on 2-cent 
Nebraska overprint stamps.

Figure 13. Two of Henry Lang’s covers, postmarked on April 24, 1929.
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an Austro-Hungarian and Czech immigrant. The elder Lang 
opened a grocery and dry goods store in 1873 at Second and 
Court streets in Beatrice [Figure 14]. The partnership with 
Jake Klein and Charley Moschell opened as J. Klein and 
Company. By 1884, the store moved to a building on Fifth 
and Ella, where the partnership divided. The elder Lang, 
along with Moschell, handled the groceries. The partnership 
broke up and Emil Lang moved the business to Sixth and Ella 
streets. Emil died in 1906, leaving his sons, Henry and Joe, in 
charge. Joe died in 1949 and left Henry in sole control, until 
Henry retired and closed the store in 1964. He died in 1973 
and is buried in St. Joseph’s Cemetery in Beatrice.

The Lang name was quite prominent in Beatrice and 
Henry became a well-known and respected member of the 
community. The Lang family grew their gourmet grocery 
and brought exotic delicacies such as chocolate covered 

ants, fried grasshoppers, and pickled rattlesnake 
to Beatrice, Nebraska. The family expanded their 
Beatrice-based business activities to include a can-
ning company.

The prominent, central downtown location of 
the Lang grocery made this prominent local citi-
zen very accessible. Philatelically, there are local 
stories about Lang having various fellow citizens 
bring him used stamps and envelopes bearing 
stamps to add to his collection.

Hugh Southgate knew of Lang’s involvement 
in the preparation of covers dated in April 1929. 
According to Southgate, Lang knew the local post-
master and Southgate’s notes make reference to 
the 1-, 2-, 3-, 4-, and 5-cent values postmarked in 
Beatrice on April 15, and autographed by the lo-

cal postmaster. In fact, a brief comment ap-
peared in the Weekly Philatelic Gossip news-
paper: “The earliest first day from Nebraska 
appears to be that from Beatrice on April 15, 
10 a.m.” All five denominations prepared by 
Henry Lang survive as does the one shown 
from a different sender [Figure 15].

In Fremont, Nebraska, W.A. Tweedy had 
a sister who worked for the Post Office De-
partment and told her brother that the Ne-
braska overprints were available for sale.

Tweedy and A.H. (Arthur Henry) West-
phal were best friends and collected precan-
celed stamps. Both collectors collaborated in 
the creation of many April 24, 1929 covers, 
bearing the 2- and 4-cent denominations 
from several cities that would otherwise be 

unreported [Figure 16]. The duo traveled along 
a railroad line that ran near the North Platte 
River [Figure 17].

Westphal was born December 13, 1883 in 
Milwaukee, moved to Fremont at the age of 2, 
eventually worked for the Oregon Short Line 

Figure 14. Emil Lang’s grocery store in Beatrice, Nebraska.

Figure 15. A 2-cent Nebraska overprint stamp postmarked on April 15, 1929, 
the earliest known use of the stamp. This Beatrice, Nebraska cover was 
prepared by Robert Pease and sent to Rochester, New York.

Figure 16. Covers from Elkhorn and Fremont, two of nine Nebraska cities serviced by 
A.H. Westphal and W.A. Tweedy on April 24, 1929. The other cities are: Cedar Bluffs, 
Grand Island, Kearney, Lincoln, Omaha-Burlington Station, Valley, and Waterloo.
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Railroad in Salt Lake City, and later for Burlington Railroad 
in Lincoln. He finally settled as a grocery clerk for Sterner 
Grocery and Hanlon’s Grocery, both in Fremont. He died in 
October 1862. Westphal’s stepfather was a man of means and 
enabled his stepson to live comfortably and pursue many of 
his collecting leisure activities [Figure 18]. A.H. Westphal 
was not only a collector of stamps, but of campaign buttons 

dating back to the 
Civil War.

Not much 
is known about 
Tweedy, other than 
his philatelic friend-
ship with Westphal 
and his sister’s con-
nection with the 
post office in Fre-
mont.

Dr. Charles N. 
Olsen’s name is sur-
prisingly often seen 
on covers featuring 

the 1½-cent and 2-cent Nebraska overprint stamps, post-
marked in Hartington April 15, 1929 [Figure 19]. Although 
not much is known about Olsen, his name ought to be in-
cluded when considering the important collectors who pre-
pared these early-use covers.

One of the few references that has surfaced appeared in 
a 1938 “To whom it may concern” letter dated July 12, 1938. 
That was typed on letterhead of Midwest Agricultural Ser-
vice, Farm Sales, Management, Rentals, Hartington, Nebras-
ka. It reads:

To Whom It May Concern:
I served as Postmaster at Hartington Nebr from Dec 

1922 to Aug 1936.
On April 15 1929, the Office received a shipment of 

Postage Stamps, overprinted with the word Nebr.
Sr. Chas N. Olsen, purchased a quantity of the stamps, 

on the date of their receipt, and affixed them to letters 
prepared, and placed them in the mail.

I have no knowledge of any others being mailed at the 
Hartington Nebr Post office on the above mentioned date.”

The letter is signed by Louis R Eby.

Other Individuals Who Prepared April-Dated 
Kansas-Nebraska Overprint Covers

A review of the philatelic literature in 1929 and into the 
early 1930s, includes reports by two collectors who were par-
ticularly prolific in their activities.

George M. Knox was from Hood River, Oregon. In the 
Bureau Specialist (September, 1961, pages 214 and 215), 
George Brett recounted Knox’s efforts to secure April-dated 
examples of both Kansas and Nebraska overprinted stamps 
on cover. Knox mailed a single cover to 15 offices in each state 
in a gamble to see what he would get. The covers were mailed 
on an eastbound train at Hood River, Oregon on April 12. 

He simply enclosed an ordinary 2-cent stamp and asked 
the postmaster at each post office to exchange it for one of 
the overprinted stamps to be used on an enclosed return en-
velope. About two-thirds of the covers were returned as re-
quested, and many of them with postmarks after May 1, the 

Figure 18. Arthur Westphal (right) with 
his stepfather, “a man of means.”
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Figure 17. A map showing 
Westphal and Tweedy’s 
journey to obtain April 24, 
1929 postmarks on 2-cent 
Nebraska overprint stamps.

Figure 20. One and one-half and 2-cent Nebraska 
overprint stamps, postmarked on April 15, 1929 in 
Hartington, Nebraska, prepared by Dr. Olsen.
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first day of issue at The Philatelic Agency in Washington D.C. 
Here’s a listing of pre-May 1 returns:

— Kansas: Dodge City (April 16), Eldorado (April 22),  
Leavenworth (April 22), Emporia (April 25), and Indepen-
dence (April 27).

— Nebraska: Beatrice (April 19), Hastings (April 22), Al-
liance (April 23), Fremont (April 24), and Kearney (April 27).

The “Last Minute News” column in the Holton, Kansas 
publication Weekly Philatelic Gossip reported “that Colby and 
Dodge City appear to have been the only towns in Kansas 
receiving all values of the state stamps by April 16.”

Milton E. Snow reported in Weekly Philatelic Gossip the 
existence of Kansas overprinted stamps (no denominations 
mentioned) used in April 1929, from the following cities and 
dates:

— Kansas: Liberal (April 23), Liberal (April 25), Liberal 
(April 27), Lyons (April 27), and Ellsworth (April 27).

— Nebraska: Hartington (April 16), Hartington (April 
19), Hartington (April 27), and Superior (April 27).

All surviving covers were prepared by collectors and 
probably survive because of their care. Commercially, inci-
dental uses likely did not survive because of the Great De-
pression and Dust Bowl, both of which profoundly affected 
both states. As a result, few new discoveries surface. Readers 
are encouraged to contact the author with any discoveries 
and as well as with your comments.

Why the Experiment Failed
Beach Conger Jr. wrote an article in June 1929 in Weekly 

Philatelic Gossip titled “Some Illuminating Facts on the State 
Surcharges.” Conger examines the possibilities of extending 
the surcharge of stamps to other states, and shudders to think 
what position collectors would find themselves if “the high-
er-ups at Washington will decide to change the perforations, 
and where are we?” He felt that stamp collectors, who are 
known to collect perforation varieties and strive for “comple-
tion,” would be “forced” to acquire each stamp, particularly 
when they are accorded separate stamp catalog numbers. The 
author concluded that the overprints should be classified as 
precancels, since they were purely for local benefit. Of course, 
the state overprints program never was expanded to addi-
tional states, and the stamps were each assigned a separate 
number by stamp catalogers. The stamps were never consid-

ered as “precancels.”
The experiment failed within a 

few months. The general public, as 
well as large commercial mail order 
businesses, found it difficult to un-
derstand how the overprints might 
be used. Complaints were received in 
Washington that the black overprint 
on the 7-cent stamps [Figure 20], 
printed in black, could not be read. 
Large commercial mailers were un-
happy receiving these overprints in 

payment for merchandise. Postal patrons were asking post 
office staff if the stamps could be used when traveling out of 
state (they could). Confusion regarding various aspects of 
how these overprints were to be used ultimately resulted in 
the end of the state overprint experiment.

As early as May 25, 1929, letters were mailed to the Post 
Office Department in Washington with questions about how 
these stamps were to be used. Can these stamps be used out 
of state? Can these stamps be precanceled?

Potentially, 480 different collectible overprint varieties (48 
states, multiplied by 10 stamp denominations) would have 
resulted, if this experiment was a success. No doubt, collec-
tors must have been very happy that this never came to pass.

The three largest commercial mail-order concerns at the 
time (Montgomery Ward and Company, Sears Roebuck and 
Company, and National Bellas Hess Company) began to 
receive “a great many postage stamps of all denominations 
from our customers in remittance for merchandise orders.” 
Usually, when stamps were received in payment for mer-
chandise, the mail-order firm arranged the individual stamps 
in reconstructed sheets of 100 and called a representative of 
the Post Office Department to supervise the precancelation 
of these mint stamps. Postal Bulletin Number 14981 was a 
directive stating that the Kansas-Nebraska overprints should 
not be overprinted again. Because the mail-order firm would 
be discouraged from obtaining precancels, they were forced 
to “use up” these stamps on first-class mail, rather than using 
an indicia printing machine and resulting in additional han-
dling expenses for both the mailers and the Post Office De-
partment. The mail-order firms pointed out, quite correctly, 
that mail with uncanceled Kansas-Nebraska stamps would 
have to pass through the local post office for additional han-
dling and postmarking.

Postal Inspector L.A. Johnson of Kansas City wrote to 
Grant B. Miller, chief post office inspector, Washington, D.C., 
in July 1929. He pointed out that beginning on January 1, 
1913, the postal service created a special parcel system for 
commercial mailers. As a result of the parcel post system, 
Johnson continued, the mail-order concerns “spectacular 
growth through the advantages” of the Post Office Depart-
ment’s help.

Johnson quantified Montgomery Ward’s six-month reve-
nue for the period ending June 30, 1929 at $122.8 million and 
used it as justification for chiding the mail-order firms not 
to object to the overprint experiment. After all, he pointed 
out that an average of $75 per day in surcharged stamps from 

Figure 20. A 7-cent 
Kansas overprint. 
The overprint text is 
difficult to see against 
the black stamp.
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Those interested in first days might be interested in joining 
the American First Day Cover Society (APS No. UN0033). 
The society supports local chapters, study groups, auctions, 
slide/video programs, handbooks, exhibition awards and 
special awards. Contact: Ralph Nafziger, Box 1476, Albany, 
OR 97321; e-mail: afdcs@afdcs.org; website: www.afdcs.org.
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the states of Kansas and Nebraska were received at the local 
Montgomery Ward Kansas City plant, inferring that this was 
a minor sum.

Johnson continued by pointing out that accepting pay-
ment for merchandise “has not been in harmony with the 
policy of the Department.” He was raising the point that on 
one hand the Post Office Department was paying postmas-
ters based on the number of stamps they sold (revenue gen-
erated) and then the Post Office Department was exchanging 
approximately $500,000 of mint stamps annually. Johnson 
felt that “enough is enough.” Johnson objected to the Post Of-
fice Department’s involvement and additional costs incurred 
in the exchange.

So, this curious Post Office Department experiment of 
overprinting regular issues with the abbreviations of two 
states died of complexity a few months after it started.
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Research Library:

An exhibit, “The Kansas-Nebraska Overprints.” By John C. 
Hufnagel, [Glen Rock? Pennsylvania] 1 volume, illustrated. Lo-
cation: APRL G3701 .O96 H889k EXHIBIT.

A book, How are Your Kansas-Nebraskas? By Oliver Hun-
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Oregon. 13 pages, 1 illustration. APRL Location: APRL G3701 
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Those interested in studying stamps from the U.S. might be 
interested in joining the United States Stamp Society (APS 
No. AF0150). The society promotes the study of all postage 
and revenue stamps and stamped paper of the U.S. and U.S. 
administered areas produced by the Bureau of Engraving 
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The Best Things in Life are Worth Waiting for …
In 2016, the world’s largest philatelic library will open to the public.

Construction is underway and the fi nishing touches require your help.
To take the extra steps necessary to preserve and protect our holdings and enhance your 

enjoyment of the library, we will be investing another $600,000 to Finish the Job.
Some members have already taken up the challenge and we hope you will join them.

Please send your tax-deductible donations to:
American Philatelic Society

Attn: Finish the Job
100 Match Factory Place

Bellefonte, PA 16823

Or online at stamps.org/donate.

100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823
Phone: 814-933-3803 (press 3)

E-mail: aprl@stamps.org

We are Still Hunting for Our 
Two Inverted Jenny Stamps

Perhaps another look at the stamps is in 
order...we are still looking for the two stamps on 
the right side of the famed McCoy block of four 
1918 24-cent airmail stamps that were stolen.

Help the American Philatelic Research Library 
fi nd the two missing Inverted Jenny stamps.

A reward sum of $50,000 is offered for the 
successful recovery of each Inverted Jenny stamp 
in undamaged condition, certifi ed as genuine. The 
reward will be paid to the person(s) who transfer 
possession of a genuine McCoy Inverted Jenny to 
the research library.

The APRL is also offering a $10,000 reward 
for information leading to the successful recovery 
of the missing McCoy stamps.

Information and inquiries should be made to 
the APRL by e-mail to jenny@stamps.org, or by 
phone at 800-782-9580, Extension 246.


