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Michael D. Dixon of Portland, Oregon, has been selected as the 
recipient of the 2012 Luff Award for Exceptional Contributions to 
Philately. 

 
Michael’s service to the hobby began in England where he was president of the Dulwich 

Philatelic Society. From 1980 to 1983 he served on the Council of the Royal Philatelic Society 
London. He was a consultant to the RPSL Expertizing Committee. From 1980 to 1982 he served 
as president of the Mainsheet, the club of collectors of Latin America.  

 
After moving to the United States he became a nationally accredited judge and chief judge for 

philatelic and literature exhibits¸ and an FIP (International Federation of Philately) judge. He 
served the NAPEX Washington, DC area national show in various capacities including show 
chairman and director emeritus. He has served as U.S. Commissioner to exhibitions in Germany 
and the United Kingdom. Until earlier in 2012 he served on the FIP Commission for Philatelic 
Literature where he was responsible for relations with FIAF and the delegates of FIAF countries. 

 
Michael Dixon’s most significant contribution to philately has been his ten-year involvement 

with the U.S. international WASHINGTON 2006 exhibition, which he served as president and board 
chairman. Here he had to work with a numerous individuals and organizations including the USPS, 
American Stamp Dealers Association, and many others. The show was immensely successful and, 
not insignificantly, ended up with a considerable surplus of income over expenditures. 

 
Since his relocation in 2008 to Oregon, Michael has been working with the Northwest 

Federation of Stamp Clubs to revitalize the PIPEX WSP show. 
 
Dixon served on the APS board as a director-at-large from 2007–2009. He has served on 

several APS committees including technology, international, fundraising, expert, and long-range 
planning. He has been a consultant to the APS Expertizing Committee. 

 
Outside the APS he has also served as a chief of the Arizona Philatelic Rangers and president 

of the Potomac (Maryland) Philatelic Society. Dr Dixon is currently vice president of the 
American Philatelic Congress. 

 
Michael’s contribution to the philatelic literature has been largely in the field of the stamps of 

Peru. His articles have appeared in Filatelia Peruana, London Philatelist, The Mainsheet, The 
American Philatelist, and the Great Britain Collectors Club Chronicle. 

 
Dixon has exhibited widely, including exhibits of British Forces Air Mail Letter Cards and 

Air Letters Used in World War II, and Use of GB WWII Prisoner-of-War Air Mail Postal 
Stationery but may be better known for his fun exhibits of Upper and Lower Bongoland. 
 


