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James W. Graue of Valleyford, Washington, has been selected as 
the recipient of the 2012 Luff Award for Distinguished Philatelic 
Research. 

 

 Jim Graue is a lifetime collector who has served the hobby as researcher, exhibitor, judge, 
writer, editor, and officer. 

 
Jim collaborated with John Duggan in intensive research of the Deutsche Lufthansa archives 

in Köln-Deutz, Germany, related to the DLH South Atlantic service, aimed at reconstructing lost, 
destroyed or otherwise incomplete records of the flights. Records from The Gambia and Condor, 
the Braziliam DLH affiliate, also were discovered. Further records were found at Dornier, a 
flying boat manufacturer in the 1920s–1930s, that detailed the roles played by the catapult 
support ships in the South Atlantic. The DLH South Atlantic flight records take up fifteen 
volumes of binders. Their work was published in 2000 as Deutsche Lufthansa South Atlantic 
Airmail Service 1934–1939.  

 
Jim Graue and John Duggan also collaborated in researching the archives of Luftschiffbau 

Zeppelin/Deutsche Zeppelin Reederei in Friedrichshafen. Much of this work was published in 
their Commercial Zeppelin Flights to South America. This book was awarded the American Air 
Mail Society George D. Kingdom Award as best aerophilatelic book for 1995.  

 
In 2004 Jim joined with Dieter Leder in Germany to produce and publish a new German 

North Atlantic Catapult Flights 1929–1935 catalogue. It is now accepted by most as the 
definitive work on the subject. 

 
Jim’s other air mail subject is the 1934 air mail issue of Germany. His research of this issue 

resulted in the discovery of several additional printings beyond those listed in the Michel 
Deutschland-Spezial Katalog. 

 
As an exhibitor, Jim has received more than forty gold medals, seven grand awards, twelve 

reserve grand awards, and eight APS Research Awards at WSP competitions, plus three 
international gold awards and two special prizes. He is an APS-accredited chief judge for both 
philately and literature. He has served on the APS Committee for the Accreditation of 
Exhibitions and Judges (CANEJ) for twelve years, contributed to and edited the sixth edition of 
the APS Manual of Philatelic Judging, and was team leader for the revision of the literature 
judging guidelines in 2009. 

 
Jim has written extensively, including major articles in the Congress Book (awarded Erani R. 

Drossos Award in 2007), German Postal Specialist, Airpost Journal, and The American 
Philatelist. He has been editor of the German Postal Specialist of the Germany Philatelic Society 
since 2004, and also is the current president of that society. 

 



Jim served the American Air Mail Society as editor of the Airpost Journal for seventeen years 
(1989–2006), winning the Diane Boehret Award in 2005. He has served as AAMS director, 
chairman of the AAMS Publications Committee, editor-in-chief of the American Air Mail 
Catalogue, vice president, and he is the current president. He was awarded the Walter J. Conrath 
Award by the American Air Mail Society in 1997 for outstanding service to the society.  

 
In 1999 Jim was named Distinguished Philatelist by the Northwest Federation of Stamp 

Clubs. And in 2010, Jim was elected to the Aerophilatelic Hall of Fame. 
 

 


