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Steven J. Rod of South Orange, New Jersey, has been selected as the recipient 
of the 2012 Luff Award for Outstanding Services to the American Philatelic 
Society. 

 
Steve has been an APS member since 1981 and is a life member and patron 

of the American Philatelic Research Library. He served as APS Treasurer and Chairman of the Finance 
Committee from 1988–1992. He was appointed Chair of the APS/APRL Campaign for Philately fundraising 
committee in August 2005 and served for two years, during which time more than $1,000,000 in gifts were 
received. After a brief sabbatical, Steve continues to serve as a member of the Committee. 

 
Rod was elected as an APS Vice-President in 2007, and upon the passing of President Nick Carter, became 

chairman of the Board of Vice Presidents and was re-elected in 2009. In 2010, Steve was appointed chairman of 
the APS Membership Recruitment and Retention Committee, and has formed a national committee of nine 
people that meets regularly. 

 
In 1990 Steve developed a two-frame 32-page exhibit called “Welcome to Our Show and Introduction to 

Stamp Collecting.” APS produced and provided color copies to each World Series of Philately show. Intended 
to be placed in frames one and two, its purpose was to introduce show visitors to the hobby. 

 
Steve has served as a director of APS Writers Unit 30 three different times for more than ten years, and 

organized and chaired the Writers Unit Breakfasts for many years. He is co-editor of the Encyclopedia of United 
States Stamps and Stamp Collecting, published  by the United States Stamp Society. 

 
He wrote more than 400 weekly “Refresher Course” columns in Linn’s Stamp News, and bi-weekly columns 

on U.S. stamps in STAMPS Magazine and Stamp Collector Newspaper. He is currently a monthly columnist for 
The American Stamp Dealer & Collector. His Linn’s columns served as the basis of his Introduction to Stamp 
Collecting book, published by Amos Press in 1989. While treasurer of the APS, he edited the USPS’ A 
Celebration of Stamp Collecting, the official guide to World Stamp Expo 89. 

 
In 1993 Rod was recognized with the Ernest Kehr Award for creative outreach for beginning collectors and in 

1990 with the APS Century Award for recruitment of 100 or more new Society members. He is also a member of 
the Writers Unit 30 Hall of Fame, which recognized him for his ability to write about stamp collecting in a 
simplified manner for young and new collectors. 

 
He has been a member of the APS’ Ernest Kehr Award Committee, and the Hall of Fame Committee for 

many years. He serves on the APS Personnel Committee, and has also served on the APS Finance Committee 
several times. 
 


