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George Jay Kramer of Clifton, New Jersey, has been selected as the 
recipient of the 2013 Luff Award for Exceptional Contributions to 
Philately. 

George is exceptional in that he is both effective in what he does but is also laid back in doing it. He 
became a Trustee for the Philatelic Foundation in 1988. From 2003–2011, he served as Chairman of the 
Philatelic Foundation and is still on its board as Chairman Emeritus. He served as a U.S. Commissioner for 
four overseas exhibitions as well as WASHINGTON 2006. He has been an APS accredited judge for twenty-
seven years and has served on many other committees including the APS Finance Committee, but does not 
seek the limelight for any of these accomplishments.   

He has also been a generous donor to the American Philatelic Society, National Postal Museum, and the 
Philatelic Foundation. His $100,000 gift to name the George & Carole Kramer Gallery at the American 
Philatelic Center is one of the largest gifts to the APS by a living member. 

George believes in sharing his knowledge through publishing and through the creation of educational and 
entertaining exhibits. He authored United States Telegraph Stamps and Franks (1992) and co-authored The 
Pony Express: A Postal History (2005). He also has been published in Opinions VI, the USPCS Chronicle, and 
The American Philatelist. 

He has competed in the APS Champion of Champions competition nine different years with six different 
exhibits, and is the only individual to have won it three times (and in three different decades). He received the 
Grand Prix National at PACIFIC 97 and was nominated for the Grand Prix International at two other FIP 
exhibitions. 

George signed the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists in 2005 and was recognized with the Distinguished 
Philatelist Award of the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society in 1999 and the Mortimer L. Neinken Medal of the 
Philatelic Foundation in 2007. In addition, he won the One-Frame Grand in 1995, the Grand Prix in Australia 
in 2005, the Marcus White Grand for his “Wells Fargo” exhibit, and a host of other honors. 

 


