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Richard S. Nakles of State College, Pennsylvania, has been selected as the 
recipient of the 2013 Luff Award for Outstanding Services to the American 
Philatelic Society. 

 
Richard has been a volunteer for the APS since April 2005, assisting the Education Department, the Library, and 

donation processing. It is not unusual for him to provide sixty or more hours of volunteer time per week. 
He did the bulk of work of labeling and rearranging the Library book collection from an author-based organization to a 

modified Library of Congress geographic-based organization. Beginning in 2007 he has processed approximately 500 in-
kind donations of philatelic material per year. He logs donations in then sorts through them — directing appropriate material 
to Education/Youth, the Reference Collection, the Library, and organizing the balance for sale. The stamp and cover sales 
area he created has generated $350,000 for the Society during this time. 

He studies the donated material meticulously, leading to at least two discovery copies of items. He also has developed 
a cadre of volunteers whom he manages. 

He has invested personal funds in purchasing equipment and furnishings for the donations sales area and personally 
pays for ads in The American Philatelist encouraging members to donate material to the Society and extending an 
invitation to visit and shop at the APC. 

As a nearly “full time” in-house volunteer, he often fills the roll of “ambassador” for the APS when staff are not 
available to assist visiting members. He will help visitors find just what they are looking for within the little shop that sells 
in-kind donations. He will cheerfully point visitors in the direction of a good restaurant, a nearby shop, a meeting room, or 
the sales division. 

Richard provides the highest quality of member service and an immense amount of behind-the-scenes hard work that 
benefits every member of the APS. 


