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Richard E. Drews of Palatine, Illinois, has been selected as the recipient of 
the 2014 Luff Award for Exceptional Contributions to Philately. 

 
Rich makes things happen. His leadership abilities have resulted in a 

stellar record of accomplishment and have inspired others to work 
successfully for the betterment of the hobby. 

Rich has been an APS member since 1976 and is a life member of the 
American Philatelic Research Library. He was a trustee for the APRL from 
2009–2010. He was chairman of the APS Chapter Activities Committee from 
1985–1987 and chairman of the APS Expertizing Committee from 1997–
1998. 

Rich has taught courses as part of the APS Summer Seminar and at various show venues on 
topics that include U.S. Grills, Fakes and Forgeries, the U.S. 1861–1868 Issue, Exhibiting for the Prize, 
and the Philatelic Marketplace. He serves as an Expert for the American Philatelic Expertizing Service, 
the Philatelic Foundation, Professional Stamp Expertizing, and Professional Stamp Authentication and 
Grading. 

Founding member number twelve of the American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors, Rich 
served on their board for eight years, including four as secretary. He is also well-known for his 
willingness to spend time and knowledge as a mentor for exhibitors. 

Rich was executive director for World Columbian Stamp Expo 92 and served as both a board 
member and as the Clubs and Volunteer Coordinator for AMERIPEX 86. He prepared the Show 
Committee Manual on how to run stamp shows for the APS website. He has served as vice president of 
COMPEX and vice president of the Chicago Philatelic Society.  He has been Speaker/Program Chairman 
and head of the Nominating Committee for the Collectors Club of Chicago. He established a stamp club 
at the Hines Veterans Administration hospital and supported it with free stamps and supplies. 

The 1997 APS Champion of Champions for U.S. Issues of 1861-1868, his exhibits have reached 
large gold at the international level, and have been shown in the court of honor at several APS shows.   

Nationally accredited as a philatelic judge in 1984, he has subsequently been accredited as a 
literature judge, as a chief judge in both disciplines, and at the FIP level as an international judge. 

Rich has discovered and identified new material for the U.S. 1861–1868 issue, adding new 
listings of varieties to the Scott Specialized. He also has studied and made new discoveries in the field of 
U.S. Postal Counterfeits, and contributed to the new listings of this material in the 2013 Specialized. He 
is an internationally recognized expert in the philately of Lundy Island. 
After retiring from his day job, he established Stamp King and Richard E. Drews Philatelic Auctions. 
These firms were noted for their customer-friendly approach, for working with law enforcement in 
stamp theft cases, and for ethical practices in dealing. 

A generous donor, he is one of the original APRL Daniel Vooys Fellows, has sponsored the 
grand award for the American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors Youth Champion of Champions, and 
the APS StampShow Youth Grand. 

Rich has been recognized previously with the Saul Newbury Award for service to Chicago area 
Philately (1986), the Chris Hunt Award for philatelic achievement presented by chapter 5 of the 
Germany Philatelic Society (1991), and the Pennsylvania National Stamp Exhibition National Merit 
Award for lifetime philatelic achievement (2010). 


