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MaryAnn Bowman (Waukesha, Wisconsin) is the recipient of the 
2015 Luff Award for Exceptional Contributions to Philately. 

 
Bowman has been a creative, innovative, forward-thinking, and active 
force and proponent of stamp collecting for youth for 30 years. “She 
not only works with youth but also encourages adults to work with 
youth,” said Owens’ nomination ballot. “She furthermore has inspired 
many adults to become involved in philately.” 

 
A retired school teacher, Bowman has received numerous awards over 
the years, many in connection with her activities promoting stamp collecting among young 
people. She has written articles, created stamp albums, led clubs, worked on committees, served 
as an officer for associations, made presentations, mentored and organized philatelic happenings 
of all sorts. 

 
Among her early achievements was the creation of the first formal youth area at a national level 
stamp show in 1982, which served as a model from the local to the international level. After that, 
her activities and work at the international, national, regional, and local levels took off. Among 
them: 

 
Bowman serves on the Council of Philatelists for the Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum and 
it was her committee work there that led to the American Philatelic Society’s Stamps Teach 
program. 

 
She has served as director of youth activities and on show committees for the American Topical 
Association; worked with the Junior Philatelists of America for many years, including as director 
of educational projects and on the advisory council; worked on several committees for many 
years for the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs; was co-chair for youth activities at World 
Columbian Expo 1992; works with youth through the American First Day Cover Society; and 
has been a proponent and innovator of encouraging youth collecting through hands-on games 
and activities. 

 
Bowman has contributed in many areas to the APS, including as an author to The American 
Philatelist and as a contributor to the Stamps Teach program. 

 
Bowman has written, edited, and produced many articles, pamphlets, and newsletters. 

 
Her awards before this have been many. Among them: elected to the Wisconsin Federation of 
Stamp Club’s Hall of Fame (1988); Recipient of the first encouragement grant from the 
Collectors Club of Chicago (1987), the APS’s first Ernest A. Kehr Future of Philately Award 
for her work with youth in stamp collecting (1991), and the American Topical Association’s 
Distinguished Topical Philatelists Award (2005). 
 


