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Leo J. (John) Harris (St. Paul, Minnesota) is the recipient of the 2015 
Luff Award for Distinguished Philatelic Research. 
 
We’ re  a l l  passionate about our hobby, but perhaps Harris — a lawyer by 
profession and now with more than 70 years within the hobby — is among 
those who, not only exemplifies it best with his varied accomplishments within the hobby, but 
pursues it to the utmost and prompts others to work and advocate alongside him. 
 
“My purpose is not to be provocative but, rather, educational,” Harris wrote in an introduction to 
his article on pioneering Latin American postal services for an article in The American Philatelist 
(February 2013). “If I am mistaken in any of my statements I ask that you … come forward with 
contrary information.” 
 
Harris published an article on the legalities involved in harvesting historic philatelic items in a 
March 1989 article in The American Philatelist. “It is not my purpose,” he wrote, “to point an 
accusing finger ... (but) to collect or not to collect any certain category of material should be an 
informed decision.” 
 
Harris, a fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society of London and a corresponding member of the 
Real Academia Hispánica de Filatelia, has collected Latin American stamps and postal history 
for many years. He has been a philatelic judge nationally and internationally, and has exhibited 
internationally for many years. 
 
Harris has written, co-written or contributed to six books. In addition, he has written dozens of 
research articles for English and Spanish-language journals and magazines. 
 
Some of Harris’ most important original research includes Spanish colonial mail in the United 
States, Central American pre-stamp markings, registered mail, “paid” handstamps, and postal 
money orders in the Spanish colonial Americas. 
 
“(Harris) has been a true pioneer in the field of Latin American philately and postal history,” 
says his nominating ballot. “On some of the subjects … such as the colonial libranzas (a postal 
instrument to transfer money), there is absolutely nothing else that has ever been published.”  
 
In addition to his books, Harris has been a regular contributor to The American Philatelist, The 
Postal History Journal, Collectors Club Philatelist, The London Philatelist, and Congress Books 
of the American Philatelic Congress, along with a half-dozen others such as The Airpost Journal 
and the Academvs, the journal of the Real Academia Hispanica de Filatelia. 
 


