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James E. McDevitt (Mobile, Alabama), USCG (ret.), is the 
recipient of the 2015 Luff Award for Outstanding Services to 
the American Philatelic Society. 
 
For many years, McDevitt has dutifully served two different 
organizations, the Errors, Freaks and Oddities Collectors’ 
Club and the American Philatelic Society, as part of its 
Affiliates Committee. 
 
“With no thought of reward, Jim took on the job of chair of the Affiliates Committee in 1997 … 
and performed in that role for an outstanding 16 years,” said McDevitt’s nomination ballot.  
 
For his duties with APS, McDevitt wrote articles for The American Philatelist, organized 
affiliate get-togethers at StampShows, monitored administrative support from staff as affiliates 
joined or dissolved, and created annual reports. 
 
McDevitt also served as advocate for affiliates. He was most visible during APS summer and 
winter conventions when, as a volunteer, he manned the APS Affiliates booth, arranged for 
affiliate literature, set up the area, and recruited help. 
 
Failing eyesight prompted McDevitt to step down from his role as secretary of the Errors, Freaks 
and Oddities club a couple years ago. 
 
“Jim McDevitt has been a longtime supporter of the club, often stepping in when no other would, 
rescuing the club many times,” wrote the club’s editor in announcing McDevitt’s retirement in a 
newsletter. 
 
His loyal 27-year membership, which included 18 years as secretary and eight years as president, 
was rewarded with a life membership. 
 
He also was editor for The EFO Collector for several years, worked at many stamp shows, 
helped update the club’s bylaws, worked as auction director, and prepared thank-you and 
recognition columns. 
 
Another article in The EFO Collector about McDevitt described his workmanlike nature in this 
way:  “If EFOCC can be thought of as a three-legged stool, for a good share of its history Jim 
McDevitt has been at least one of those legs, and sometimes, two of the three.” 
 
McDevitt won the Clyde Jennings Award for service to the EFO Collectors’ Club in 1999. 
 
“Jim personifies the quiet contributions that make APS what it is,” concludes the nominating 
ballot. 


