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Allen R. Kane, of Rockville, Maryland, is the recipient of the Luff Award for 
Exceptional Contributions to Philately.

Kane became director of the Smithsonian Institution’s National Postal 
Museum on February 19, 2002. The museum is housed in the former City Post 
Office Building, 2 Massachusetts Ave. N.E., near Union Station on Capitol Hill 
in Washington, D.C. The 70,000-square-foot museum offers exhibitions, educa-
tional programs and a research center. Its extensive collection includes almost 6 
million items, ranging from stamps to mail planes. The National Postal Muse-
um, through its collection and library, is dedicated to the preservation, study 
and presentation of postal history and philately.

Since becoming director his many accomplishments include fundraising for galleries and exhibits, including 
raising $18 million for the William H. Gross Stamp Gallery, which opened in September 2013; obtaining a long-term 
grant from the United States Postal Service to fund museum operations; managing three museum councils staffed 
with philatelic, industry and museum leaders; managing a museum staff of more than 35 plus numerous volunteers 
and docents; developing excellent communication with the APS, its societies and affiliated organizations, including 
the Royal Philatelic Society of London; and, raising the awareness of the museum, not only to the Smithsonian but 
also to the District and Capitol Hill.

Upon completion of the Gross Gallery, the historic windows with stamp images have been illuminated until 
midnight, and seen by Congress, local residents and millions of tourists who pass by the building on tour and Metro 
buses, in taxis, and as pedestrians. Truly, this is an ultimate achievement of Allen in promoting the hobby and the 
museum.

Before joining the Smithsonian, Allen retired from the U.S. Postal Service in September 2001 after serving more 
than 30 years in a variety of senior leadership positions devoted to strategic and policy planning, operations, market-
ing and logistics. His last position at the Postal Service was senior vice President for future business design.

As a corporate officer for the U.S. Postal Service, Kane helped direct the 25th largest business in the world, with 
840,000 employees and $67 billion in revenues. During his tenure he was responsible for a number of critical oper-
ations, including coordination of the implementation of thousands of pieces of high-speed automated processing 
equipment; re-design of national distribution and transportation networks; phase-in of the JFK and LaGuardia 
airport facilities; and managing the U.S. Postal Service Gulf War Crisis Team, in coordination with the White House 
and the Department of Defense, to ensure the successful delivery of 2.5 million pounds of mail per day to the Gulf.


