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John H. Barwis, of Holland, Michigan, is the 2018 Luff Award recipient for Distin-
guished Philatelic Research. Barwis co-founded and serves as president of the Institute 
of Analytical Philately. The organization offers research grants and holds symposia. 
The conferences have been held in conjunction with the Smithsonian National Postal 
Museum, Chicagopex and the Royal Philatelic Society London.

Barwis has studied and researched 19th-century stamps and postal history of Vic-
toria’s first postage stamps. He plated Victoria’s first issue 1-penny stamp of 1850, which 
had never been done in the 120 years since the stamp’s first printing. Using scientific equipment, his cutting-edge ex-
amination of the shades, papers and inks of the U.S. banknotes was landmark.

Regarding Philadelphia postal history, Barwis wrote and maintains a database of date ranges for postmarks used 
on Philadelphia foreign mails. He has compiled sailing tables for the monthly packets between Philadelphia and Liver-
pool, from 1822 to 1875, by using newspaper archives in the United States and Great Britain.

Barwis has been a stamp collector for 59 years. His exhibits have won national and international gold medals, as 
well as grand awards in the United States and Great Britain. He is a Fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society London and 
past president of the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society. He won the 2011 Champion of Champions competition.

Barwis retired in 2003 after 25 years with the Royal Dutch/Shell Group. His career comprised a range of technical 
and leadership positions, including stints as a chief geologist, exploration manager and manager of geological research, 
as well as technical director and member of the board of Shell U.K. While serving as an officer in the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers he conducted research in sedimentology and hydrodynamics at the Hydraulics Laboratory of the U.S. 
Waterways Experiment Station. Prior to military service he managed an Arctic drifting station owned by the Office of 
Naval Research, spending more than 15 months on the North Polar ice pack. He has contributed more than 50 articles 
and government publications to the geological literature in coastal geomorphology and hydrodynamics, sedimentolo-
gy, stratigraphy, as well as petroleum exploration and production. He holds bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate degrees 
in geology.


