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 The Luff Award Committee evaluated four nominees for the 2009 Luff Award for 
Exceptional Contributions to Philately, and selected David A. Kent as the proposed recipient. 
  
 David Kent is perhaps best known for his philatelic writing and editing. However, he has 
distinguished himself in several different organizations by holding office and in particular 
serving as a volunteer at local, regional, national and international shows. He has written over 
2,000 philatelic articles that appeared in the general philatelic press as well as specialist society 
journals. Despite the nationwide trend in recent years for general newspapers to eliminate stamp 
columns, David continues to write a popular one for the Hartford (CT) Courant and has done so 
for over 25 years. 
 
 His journal editing dates back to the 1950s when he edited The Confederate Stamp 
Album, journal of the Confederate Stamp Alliance. In 1991 he was named a staff writer for 
Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News, and today is Associate Editor of Mekeel’s & Stamps Magazine. 
For the past 15 years he has edited the Military Postal History Society Bulletin for which he also 
contributes researched articles. For his extensive editing and writing in our hobby he was elected 
to the APS Writers Hall of Fame in 2007. 
 
 David was Editor-in-Chief of the 5th edition of the Catalog of United States Naval 
Postmarks published by the Universal Ship Cancellation Society in 1997, and contributes 
periodic updates in the society’s journal. He has served the USCS as secretary-treasurer, vice 
president, president (1980-1983) and has been a member of the board of directors for over 25 
years—longer than any other individual in the society’s history. He is also an accredited USCS 
judge, chairman of the society’s Hall of Fame Committee, and publicity director. For the 
society’s Nathan Hale chapter David has been secretary-treasurer since 1971 and manger of their 
mail auctions for almost as many years. He was general chairman of five USCS national 
conventions between 1975 and 2002 and manager of more than 50 regional meetings and “Cover 
Fest” events. The USCS honored him with its Raymond St. John Memorial Service Award in 
1986. 
 
 David Kent has been active for many years in the American Topical Association where 
he served as treasurer, second vice president, and president (1988-1991). He was general 
chairman of two National Topical Stamp Shows and floor manager for two others. He has served 
as president of the ATA’s Americana Study Unit for over thirty years and has been editor, 
associate editor and columnist of Americana Philatelic News. The ATA named him a 
Distinguished Topical Philatelist in 1986. 
 
 David appears to be the glue that holds together many of the local and regional clubs and 
shows in the Connecticut area. And yet he has found time to help at the national level such as 
serving as Executive Chairman of the International Philatelic Press Club and a director and 
treasurer of the Council of Philatelic Organizations. 
 



 In his typically quiet way Kent has volunteered his time in mounting and dismounting 
exhibits at Ameripex 1986, London 1990, World Columbian Expo 1992, and Washington 2006. 
His volunteer effort at shows and bourses, often unnoticed except by those who have worked 
alongside him at these events, continues apace. He seems to be the Energizer Bunny® of 
volunteerism, a type of service that is always appreciated but seldom recognized. 
 
 For someone who has long avoided the limelight, it seems time to honor David A. Kent 
with the Luff Award for Exceptional Contributions to Philately. 


