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A.D. (“Don”) Jones of Portsmouth, Virginia has been selected as the recipient of the 2010 Luff 
Award for Distinguished Philatelic Research. 
 
Don Jones has contributed articles to a variety of journals, including the Air Post Journal, Linn’s 
Stamp News, The American Philatelist, Stamp Collector, Stamps Magazine, the Virginia 
Philatelic Forum, The Philatelic Exhibitor, and Eur-Apex. His research on early U.S. air mail 
resulted in the discovery of many significant items that were added to the listings in the 
American Air Mail Catalogue. He identified many new items, including two crash covers, added 
to Volume One of the sixth edition, as well as an explanation of the “Train Late” receiving mark 
in Chicago (1918) and the method of identifying specific pilots that flew particular covers into 
Chicago (1918). 
 
Don’s original research has entailed extensive travel over the early air mail routes, gathering 
details from local contemporary records. He has already prepared new items for the next edition 
of the AAMC, including several new discoveries of which there are only one or two known 
examples. Another new find is the only bisect known on a pioneer cover. His personal research 
identified a censored May 15, 1918 cover from a Philadelphia stamp dealer to his counterpart in 
London that provides the only candid report of the discovery of the “inverted Jenny.” He 
identified the only December 1918 registered cover that proves the earliest possible use/flight 
with the 6-cent 1918 air mail stamp. 
 
Don Jones has written two books and is working on a third. His Aerial Mail Service (1993) 
explains the development of the pathfinder air mail route between New York and Chicago. The 
book Max, I didn’t get to know him very well (2004) highlights the life of the first United States 
civilian air mail pilot and his key role in establishing a viable air mail service that progressed 
from wood-and-cloth aircraft to all-metal aircraft with increased range and payload. He is 
completing another book on United States air mail through 1924. 
 
He has played many key roles in organized philately, including vice president, president, director 
at large, publications committee chair, nominations committee chair, and convention liaison for 
the American Air Mail Society; the board of vice presidents of the APS; FIP representative for 
aerophilately; vice president, president, and director at large of the Virginia Philatelic Federation; 
chairman of VAPEX; director of volunteers for WASHINGTON 2006; and member of the 
research committee of the National Postal Museum’s Council of Philatelists, among others. 
 
His peers have recognized Don’s research contributions and accomplishments in aerophilately by 
bestowing on him the Walter J. Conrath Memorial Award, election to the Aerophilatelic Hall of 
Fame, many golds and grand awards at WSP shows, and international vermeils and golds with 
special prizes in international competition. He served as a national and FIP judge. Something that 
is perhaps little known to many collectors, is that Don’s personal research work developed a 
relationship that resulted in one of the largest donations for the American Philatelic Center in 
Bellefonte. 
 
In view of his relentless study, discovery, and leadership in his chosen field, Don Jones was 
selected for the 2010 Luff Award for Distinguished Philatelic Research. 


