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Donald J. Sundman of Camden, New York has been selected as the recipient of the 2010 Luff 
Award for Outstanding Service to the American Philatelic Society. 
 
Donald Sundman, president of Mystic Stamp Company, is a second-generation stamp dealer. He 
is a successful entrepreneurial business man, growing his business in an environment that has 
been shrinking. Most important is his recognition that in order to grow the hobby for the benefit 
of all participants it needs strong institutions like the American Philatelic Society and other 
organizations his support has helped provide the care and feeding necessary to keep the hobby 
attractive to collectors. 
 
Since 1985 Don has been responsible for sponsoring several thousand new APS members 
through free distribution of APS promotional materials, complimentary space advertising, and 
direct referrals. He is the top recruiter for new APS members. Typically he sponsors more than 
200 new members every year. In 2000 he was responsible for 8 percent of the total number of 
new APS members obtained during the year. 
 
For many years Sundman and his firm, Mystic Stamp Company, have loaned their famous 1-cent 
Z grill for promotional display at APS STAMPSHOW and also to WORLD STAMP EXPO in 
Anaheim, California. In addition, he has borne the costs of producing the information brochures 
distributed about the exhibit. This gem of philately is a treasure that served as a publicity device, 
attracting many visitors. 
 
When the APS introduced its Internet Sales program, now known as StampStore, the APS turned 
to Don to assist the Society in promotion of its new undertaking. Don placed many significant 
items, including a candlestick invert, for sale on the site, without recognition. When the APS 
embarked on its program of creating album pages that can be downloaded for free, Don stepped 
forward again with a grant that enabled the design and posting of the highly popular pages with 
their variety of topical subjects. 
 
Don has given freely of his time and advice. He has shared his thoughts on advertising with APS 
staff on several occasions. He has visited the sales operation and allowed APS personnel to visit 
his mail sales operation. He has been very helpful to the Society through sharing his expertise. 
As the Society has begun to experiment with direct mail to recruit new members, Don has been 
generous with his advice, reviewing proposed mailings, suggesting changes, and advising on 
mailing list selection. More specifically, Don did the layout, design, and paid for APS 
advertisements in Linn’s Stamp News and the back covers of selected Scott catalogues. 
 
Don Sundman recently formed the “Shaping the Future of Philately” commission, which is 
working on several initiatives to promote philately and increase the number of collectors. The 
APS, along with other organizations like the National Postal Museum, the ASDA and the USPS, 
was invited to take part in this broad-based effort to attract new collectors to the hobby. Through 
the benefit of his leadership, hobby and business leaders are working cooperatively to establish 
common goals and to design and implement programs to achieve them. 
 



When the American Philatelic Center project began to progress, a donor was needed who could 
step forward with a large contribution to provide momentum for the project and set an example 
for other donors. Once again Don showed his leadership. His generous pledge kicked off the 
successful campaign to renovate the educational and exhibition complex. Don’s assistance 
helped the Society at a critical time. His support is reflected in the naming of the Maynard 
Sundman Hall. 
 
Don has served as a member of the National Postal Museum’s Council of Philatelists. In 2004 he 
was elected by his peers to chair this Council. During his leadership, Don restructured the 
Council into highly effective work groups that have supported the National Postal Museum’s 
mission and strategic plan in the areas of museum exhibits, outreach, promotion, and research. 
 
Hobby leaders who do not normally participate in the “stamp show culture” are sometimes 
overlooked for honors. This is the case with Donald Sundman, an extraordinary hobby leader, 
dealer, and advocate of stamp collecting. He received the APS Century Award in 1988, is a 
trustee of the Philatelic Foundation, and has chaired the Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum 
Council of Philatelists since 2004. 
 
In recognition of his support of the APS and the hobby as a whole, Donald Sundman was 
selected for the 2010 Luff Award for Outstanding Service to the American Philatelic Society. 
 


