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Dr. James P. Mazepa of Sarasota, Florida has been selected as the recipient of the 2010 Luff 
Award for Exceptional Contributions to Philately. 
 

Dr. James P. Mazepa is widely recognized in the United States and abroad for his devotion to 
furthering Latin American and Polish philately. In addition to writing articles and exhibiting 
material pertaining to Central America and Poland, he has distinguished himself in leadership 
positions of specialty societies and the Federacion Interamericana de Filatelia (FIAF), the 
continental federation for countries in the western hemisphere. 

 

His service to FIAF began as the APS representative to that organization, following which he 
moved to vice president and is now president of the Federation, the first United States philatelist 
to hold this position. He was co-chairman of AMERICAS 99 in Orlando, the first exhibition in the 
United States devoted solely to the philately of the Americas. For the WASHINGTON 2006 
international exhibition he was the FIAF coordinator and also a member of the jury. As president 
of SESCAL/AMERICAS 2008 he managed the 600-frame exhibition that marked the first FIAF 
continental exhibition and FIAF Congress ever held in the United States. 

 

Jim Mazepa has long been active in the Mexico-Elmhurst Philatelic Society International 
(MEPSI), where he was board chairman for many years. He was a member of the organizing 
committee for AMERIPEX 86 and served many years on the board of the Collectors Club of 
Chicago as well as the club’s publications committee and its speakers committee. He currently 
coordinates the jury for CHICAGOPEX. He expertizes for the American Philatelic Society, and in 
the past has done so for MEPSI and the Polonus Philatelic Society. His broad interests include 
Poland philately, and he has been secretary and is now Chairman of the Board of the Polonus 
Philatelic Society. He is currently on the council of the American Philatelic Congress. 

 

Jim has received more than thirty gold medals and eight grand awards at WSP competitions and 
won the APS Champion of Champions in 2000. Internationally, he is recipient of eleven gold 
and large gold medals and three special prizes in FIP competition. He won the Grand Prix 
Americas at ESPAMER 98. He is an accredited APS chief judge and FIP judge and has served on 
twelve international juries, both FIP and others, and has been the United States commissioner to 
ten international shows. 

 

Jim’s dedicated service to the hobby has been recognized with the Saul Newbury Award of the 
Chicago Philatelic Society; his honorary memberships in the Polonus Philatelic Society and the 
Asociacion Filatelica de Guatemala; his being the recipient of the silver medal of the Enteros 
Postales Espanoles (Spain) for his promotion of postal stationery collecting within FIAF; and his 
election to the Real Academia Hispanica de Filatelia (Royal Hispanic Academy of Philately, 



Madrid) — only the third American philatelist to be so honored. Also, he is a Fellow of the 
Royal Philatelic Society London. 

 

In view of his many years of service to organized philately and the promotion of Latin American 
and Polish philately, James Mazepa was selected for the 2010 Luff Award for Exceptional 
Contributions to Philately. 

 


