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Roger G. Schnell, of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, has been selected as the 
recipient of the 2011 Luff Award for Outstanding Services to the American 
Philatelic Society. 
 
Roger Schnell has demonstrated outstanding service to the Society not only as an officer and 
committee volunteer, but also in generous financial support of the organization. He served on the 
APS Board of Vice Presidents 2000–2002, chaired the Planning Committee 1994–1995, and 
helped create the APS affinity credit card as a source of funding for the Society. He has served in 
several capacities to insure the preservation and future direction of the American Philatelic 
Research Library. Roger has been vice president of APRL since 2009, served as secretary of its 
Board of Trustees 2006–2008, and was instrumental in establishing the Vooys Fellows of the 
library. 
 
As an avid exhibitor since the age of 17, he has exhibited a wide variety of subjects at APS, 
Nordia, and FIP exhibitions, winning many gold and special awards, thus bringing credit to the 
APS through his well-known exhibiting skills. He won the Champion of Champions in 1989 and 
received an international grand prix in 1997. With his extraordinary ability at exhibiting he 
decided to enter the judging arena and is now an accredited APS philatelic judge and chief judge 
as well as an FIP judge. He was the APS representative to the FIP commission on traditional 
philately and served as secretary of that bureau. Roger was also APS commissioner for several 
FIP exhibitions. 
 
As an accomplished exhibitor and judge, he has helped the hobby by mentoring many novice 
exhibitors and apprentice judges. His depth of knowledge is revealed with the many articles he 
has contributed to the major philatelic publications. His unstinting service to the hobby is 
documented by his presidencies of the Scandinavian Collectors Club, the American Philatelic 
Congress, and his local chapter of the Germany Philatelic Society, as well as serving as director 
of the Danish West Indies Study Group. 
 
Roger Schnell has demonstrated a lifetime of giving to philately in general but even more so, 
giving his time and efforts to the APS and its public functions, which is where the majority of the 
membership connects to the Society. He has admirably represented the APS in the many 
capacities cited above, both at home and abroad. Roger has enriched all our lives through his 
generous giving and dedication to the APS while also establishing himself as a serious and 
scholarly philatelist in his own right. 
 


