
Charles J. Peterson Philatelic Literature Life 
Achievement Award Winner:

Kenneth Trettin
Kenneth Trettin (Rockford, Iowa) this year receives the Charlie Peterson 

Philatelic Literature Life Achievement Award, which recognizes a person whose 
individual achievements have furthered knowledge through philatelic literature.

Trettin, a member of the American Philatelic Society since 1965, has a philatelic 
resume much longer than we could ever put into this space, but he has just about 
done it all. He has been a collector since 1956, and has been an exhibitor, researcher, 
writer, editor, philatelic and philatelic literature judge, held several society offices 
and received several philatelic honors.

“Ken’s accomplishments are done with courtesy. Self-effacement, and listening 
to others,” says his nomination petition. “He is an excellent mentor to aspiring 
writers, editors, and judges, and is a model for us to emulate.”

Trettin began collecting U.S. match and medicine revenue stamps in the early 
1960s, showed them at a local show in Waterloo, Iowa, and won a grand award. 
While in the Navy, he visited the post office at Scott Base in Antarctica several 
times in 1969–70.

Among Trettin’s accomplishments are: editor of the American Revenuer, for which he has written more than 150 articles; editor 
of the Congress Book; longtime member and officer of the Trans-Mississippi Philatelic Society; and accredited as a chief philatelic 
and chief philatelic literature judge.

Just a quick look at the Table of Contents of the 2011 Congress Book, the annual publication for the American Philatelic 
Congress, gives you a tiny glimpse of the large task that faces a philatelic editor of Trettin’s background. The 200-page book includes 
eight main articles. Consider the diversity among just half of them: “The Disintegration of the Hohenzollern Empire 1918–1923,” 
“Prexies and the Interaction of Color,” “The Puzzle of the Piscataqua Postmarks,” and “The Underground Railroad Post Office in 
Postumia Grotte 1872–1945.”

It is a mountain only a world-class scholarly editor would dare climb. And Trettin has successfully made that climb for many 
years.

His previous philatelic honors include two in 1999 when he received the Diane Boehret Award from the American Philatelic 
Congress for his work on the American Revenuer and was named to the APS Writers’ Unit No. 30 Hall of Fame. He became the 
unit’s president in 2011. In 2010, he was awarded the Chicago Philatelic Society’s Saul Newbury Award, presented annually to a 
Chicagoan who has contributed significantly to philately over the years.


