
 
YOU Can Start a Stamp Club! 
 
Introduction 
 

Through stamp clubs, collectors buy, sell, and trade material, gain knowledge, and enjoy 
many other philatelic pursuits.  A balance of social and philatelic activities makes for pleasant 
meetings and a flourishing hobby group. 
 

The organization of stamp clubs varies greatly.  Successful clubs have strong leadership 
and maximum participation by the members.  Collectors join clubs for various reasons, so the 
programs and activities of the club should be planned only after the desires of the members are 
known. 
 

The following tips will help you to form a local stamp club.  These guidelines should be 
adapted to fit your situation.  Also included in this pamphlet is a short list of books and articles 
that may be helpful to the officers and program chairman after the club is operating. 
 
Getting started 
 

Pool your knowledge of local collectors and create a list of people who might be 
interested in a stamp club.  A flyer hung in the local post office, stamp or hobby store, public 
library, and even the supermarket bulletin board can invite interested parties to an organizational 
meeting. 
 

Personally invite those collectors you know of to the meeting, by phone, postcard, letter, 
or e-mail.  If an actual organizing committee can be formed as a result of this first meeting, you 
are well on the way to launching a successful club.  Numbers are not as important in the 
beginning as enthusiasm and motivation. 
 
Other ways to find members 
 

If you are a member of the American Philatelic Society and lack knowledge of collectors 
in your region who might be willing to get a club started, or if you wish to increase your list of 
potential members, the APS can provide you with a list of its members who live in the zip code 
areas to be served by your club.  This list of “known collectors” can help to jump start a new 
club.  (APS member names and addresses cannot be released to nonmembers.) 
 

Publicity is especially important at this stage of your club’s existence.  Announce your 
organizational plans in newspapers and on radio and television stations.  Allow ample lead-time; 
don’t wait until the last minute to take your item to the media.  Most media are interested in local 
activities and list meetings in their community calendars. 
 

Also ask your postmaster, librarian, community center, hobby shop, senior citizen center, 
and retirement communities for permission to post announcements of the organizational meeting.  
A display of stamps or album pages in a public space, such as a post office or library lobby, is a 
great way to attract the attention of prospective members.  Be sure your announcement 
includes the time and place of your meeting, some indication of the kinds of activities 
planned for the club, and the name, phone number or e-mail of an individual to contact for 



further information.  This should be the standard information provided in any publicity for 
your club, when it’s getting started and once it’s underway. 
 

Strange as it may seem, the national philatelic press also should be informed of your 
plans to start a club.  People in your area may read a philatelic weekly newspaper more carefully 
than they read the local paper or the bulletin board at the supermarket!  Also, occasional visitors 
to your area may well join the club just to support it and to be able to drop in for meetings when 
they are in town. 
 
The following publications should be included: 
 
Linn’s Stamps News, a division of Amos Hobby Publishing 
P.O. Box 926, 911 S. Vandemark Road, Sidney, OH  45365-0926 
Phone: 800-448-7293, Toll Free Fax: 800-488-5349 or 937-498-0807 
Email: cuserv@amospress.com, Website: www.linns.com 
 
Mekeel’s Stamp News 
42 Sentry Way, Merrimack, NH  03054 
Phone: 603-424-7556, Fax: 603-424-7556, Email: jd@stampnews.com 
Website: www.stampnews.com 
 

After the club is organized, continue to send regular meeting announcements to the local 
media, and publicity releases for special meetings, activities, or exhibitions to the national 
philatelic press.  Notices to local media should be sent at least ten days prior to meetings, while 
releases to the national philatelic press should be sent at least a month in advance of an event.  
For newspapers, black and white photos, properly labeled, may prove useful and often will be 
used if space permits.  Ask about your newspaper’s policy in this regard. 
 
The organizational meeting 
 

The time and place for your organizational meeting are up to you.  If the invited group is 
small, you may decide to meet in the home of one of the organizing committee members.  If you 
expect a large group, hold the meeting in a school, church or library community room, or 
neighborhood hall.  Stamp clubs meet in many places, including recreation centers, company 
facilities, schools, colleges, banks, community centers, museums, libraries, members’ homes, 
churches, fraternal homes – even on board a ship in San Diego, California! 
 

Select a temporary chairman to conduct the meeting and a secretary to record actions taken.  
The chairman should outline the purpose of the meeting, pointing out the advantages to be 
derived from a club.  The chairman then should invite general discussion.  The following actions 
should take place early in the meeting: 
 

1. Determine what the members want from the club and what types of programs are of 
interest. 

2. Decide how large an area the club should serve.  Do you want to restrict it to a city or 
county, or should it encompass a larger area?  The climate and/or geography of the 
area, for example, may dictate the club’s service area, especially if you want to hold 
meetings year-round.  (Many clubs hold fewer meetings in the summer vacation 
season, but some clubs in harsh weather states find winter meetings poorly attended.) 



3. Select a name for the club.  Some clubs are named after the city in which they are 
located – for example, the Boston Philatelic Society or the Chicago Philatelic Society.  
Other clubs are named for famous people with a local connection – the General 
Francis Marion Stamp Club, the Henry Clay Philatelic Society, or the Dolley 
Madison Stamp Club.  Other clubs choose names reflecting a local landmark, 
nickname, natural site, etc.: Nutmeg Stamp Club, Mount Nittany Philatelic Society, 
Monterey Peninsula Stamp Club, Razorback Stamp Club. 

 
One club that has done away with all the problems related to climate, meeting place, 
and other physical concerns is what is touted as the world’s first Internet stamp club: 
the Virtual Stamp Club. 

 
(Speaking of clubs and the computer age: Don’t overlook a website for your club, and 
publicizing the club through the Internet.  “Virtual” stamp collecting will never 
replace face-to-face interaction, but it certainly has added a new and vibrant 
dimension to the stamp hobby in recent years.) 

4. Establish where, how often, and at what time the club should meet.  Explore all low-
cost options for meeting places, such as community centers, churches, schools, etc.  
Some of your potential members may know of unusual locations, such as a 
conference room at their workplace, which would not usually be known but might be 
available because of the employee’s connection with the club.  A local stamp or 
hobby shop might be willing to host meetings.  Most post office buildings lately seem 
to have crowded conditions, but it doesn’t hurt to ask if there might be a meeting 
room available at your local post office. 

5. Set dues to cover projected expenses.  Consider lower rates for students and senior 
citizens, as well as family memberships. 

6. Officers should be selected as soon as possible, to create the leadership base 
necessary to move ahead.  Maturing clubs sometimes experience a leadership 
vacuum, with members unwilling to take on officer roles.  A new club can help to 
prevent this by involving as many members as possible in some official role, even if 
it’s bringing cookies to the meetings.  Get your members in the habit early of being 
active members, not just meeting attendees. 

   
Sharing offices is another way of overcoming members’ reluctance to take on official 
tasks: having two secretaries or a treasurer and an assistant treasurer makes the job 
seem less overwhelming, and also spreads the knowledge around.  Losing an officer 
through illness, death, or relocation is a common problem, but if someone else has 
been helping in the duties, the problem is not so great. 

 
Club structure 
 
 The club should have a president, vice president, secretary, and treasurer.  The latter two 
offices quite often are combined, especially in smaller clubs.  Larger clubs may decide to 
establish a Board of Directors to assist the officers in managing the club’s business affairs, 
helping to make plans, and providing continuity. 
 
 A decision should be made early concerning youth memberships.  Even the most 
successful clubs must continue to attract new members, and a successful youth program helps 
to achieve this goal, fostering participation by entire families and nurturing youth members 
into eventual adult members. 



 
 Youth participation does require special commitment from the club to accept, welcome, 
and encourage the younger people.  The youths should not be made to feel “second-class 
citizens.”  If elementary school-aged children are permitted to attend, you may want to 
require that a parent or other responsible adult or older sibling accompany them.  If they have 
enough of an interest to want to belong to the club in the first place, teenagers probably are 
mature enough to attend the regular club meetings on their own.  Another option is to create 
an adjunct youth club that meets at its own place and time, with leaders and program 
directors from the adult club. 
 
 After officers have been selected, the president should name a committee to draft bylaws.  
Keep them simple!  Remember that the basic purpose in organizing a club is to have fun 
with stamps.  Sample bylaws are included in this pamphlet. 
 
 Once the club is formed, it is wise to keep business conducted at meetings to a minimum.  
Officers should hold separate meetings to arrive at recommendations to be made to the 
membership, to avoid wasting “stamp time” at club meetings.  Some clubs limit the business 
portion of the meeting to no more than 15 minutes, correctly assuming that members attend 
meetings in order to enjoy stamps, not to listen to lengthy reports.  This does not mean the 
officers should be dictators: Members should be welcome to attend meetings of the board of 
directors, for example, or if there is a need for a lengthy administrative affairs discussion, a 
special meeting can be called outside the regular program schedule. 
 
Programs 
 
 A very important position in any stamp club is that of program chairman.  In many clubs, 
the vice president often handles this key job.  A well-organized schedule of programs helps 
to keep meeting attendance high, and members interested and involved.  A club with a boring 
or poorly publicized program schedule will quickly see attendance drop, and membership 
start to fade away. 
 
 Know your members’ interests and aim for a variety of programs that will interest as 
many people as possible.  Use a questionnaire like the one in this pamphlet to learn about 
your members and ask again every few years to note any changes.  Most collectors are 
interested in areas outside their own special interests (you never know when you might find 
something new to collect!); so plan the occasional program that differs from anyone’s 
interests, just to expand their horizons. 
 
 You can get ideas for programs through visits to other clubs and by reading the national 
philatelic press.  The bibliography at the end of this section lists several reference works that 
also may be helpful. 
 
 Speaking of the national philatelic press, Linn’s Stamps News maintains a registry of 
local stamp clubs.  Go to www.linns.com, click on Reference then Local Stamp Clubs.   
 
Club records 
 
 In addition to bylaws, every club needs a membership application; a sample form is 
enclosed in this pamphlet.  In this age of privacy concerns (and security concerns for many 
collectors), be sure to give your members a chance to “opt out” of being included in the 



club’s membership directory, if one is planned.  Perhaps your group will decide that it will be 
enough to have a club roster that includes only names and collecting interests, without home 
address, phone, or e-mail. 
 
 By the way, be careful in all your club publicity to protect your members.  Many 
members of the public incorrectly equate “stamps” with “$$$$$,” largely because of media 
hype about rare stamp auctions, or the occasional story about some fabulous find in the attic.  
Advertising that promotes “unique collectible stamps, never to be reprinted” in the Sunday 
tabloids help foster that same attitude.  A feature article in the local newspaper about one of 
your members’ collections, including a home address, could be an unintended invitation to 
burglars!  It’s always preferable to promote the recreational aspects of the hobby rather than 
the dollar value, and it is possible to get publicity for the club without putting your members 
at risk. 
 
 It is important from the start to have an archive of all the club’s printed materials – not 
just the bylaws and the treasurer’s files, but also newsletters, publicity materials, a running 
listing of all the meeting programs, officers’ lists etc.  With members retaining various 
records in their homes as part of their official duties, things tend to get lost and the club can 
easily lose its institutional memory.  Try to prevent this from happening by keeping duplicate 
copies of important items and being careful to pass on records from outgoing officers to 
incoming ones. 
 
Benefits of becoming an APS Chapter 
 
 Local stamp clubs can form an alliance with the American Philatelic Society by 
becoming Chapters of the APS.  Chapters receive the APS’ monthly journal, The American 
Philatelist.  Additional information is available from the Chapters Activities Committee 
(CAC) online at http://www.stamps.org/CAC/Index.htm.  The CAC helps you to promote 
your club meetings and shows.  
  
 Chapters are may obtain APS sales circuits of stamps and covers and other philatelic 
material.  APS circuits make a favorite meeting program for many Chapters.  Chapters also 
can borrow slide programs and videos from the APS for use at meetings and other club 
events.  More than 130 different programs are available at this time for a modest fee to cover 
the shipping costs.  Many slide programs have been converted to DVD and are now available 
to purchase on the APS DVD Shop. 
 
 The APS also maintains a list of accredited stamp show exhibition judges and provides, 
at cost, five levels of special Chapter exhibition medals, to be awarded at shows. 
 
 A brochure and application for APS Chapter club status is available from the American 
Philatelic Society, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA  16823-1367, telephone 814-
933-3803, e-mail requests@stamps.org or online here.  A local club must have at least three 
individual APS members before it may apply for Chapter status. 
 
Bibliography 
 
 All items listed here may be borrowed from the American Philatelic Research Library, 
100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA  16823-1367, telephone 814-933-3803, or e-mail 



tmurray@stamps.org.  (Non-members of the APS/APRL should contact the librarian for 
details on borrowing these materials.) 
 
 Building Better Stamp Clubs, by the American Philatelic Society (State College, 
Pennsylvania: APS, 1996).  Based on a workshop for clubs held in 1996, including practical 
ideas based on many clubs’ experiences in recruiting, promotion, finances, record keeping, 
working with youth, running shows, and more. 
 
 Linn’s Stamp Club Handbook, by Elaine Durbin Boughner (Sidney, Ohio: Amos Press, 
1983).  A great guidebook on how clubs should work: getting started, running a show, 
producing a newsletter, etc. 
  
 How to Make Stamp Club Meetings More Interesting: A Guide to Local Activities, 
National Federation of Stamp Clubs, H.L. Lindquist, and James W. Shaver, eds. (New York: 
H.L. Lindquist, 1966).  Contains suggestions and specific program ideas proven through use 
by active clubs. 
 
100 Trivia Quizzes for Stamp Collectors, by Bill Olcheski (State College, PA: American 
Philatelic Society, 1982); and People on United States Stamps: 100 Trivia Quizzes for Stamp 
Collectors, by Bill Olcheski (Sidney, OH: Envision Monographs, 1993). A boon for stamp 
club programs; members can play in teams.  Quizzes are graded as to difficulty, and 
appropriate point values are assigned to the various questions. 
  
Developing a Local Stamp Club Speakers’ Program, by the American Philatelic Society 
Education Department (State College, PA: APS, 1994). Step-by-step guide to developing a 
speakers’ program, from finding a speaker to preparing and delivering a talk. 
  
Elementary School Stamp Clubs: Helpful Hints, by Maryann Bowman (Waukesha, WI: 
Waukesha County Philatelic Soc., 1983). Includes many activities for youth stamp clubs. 
 
Sample Bylaws 
 
 This sample set of bylaws has been adapted from those used by several successful clubs.  
Use it as a guide for framing your club’s own bylaws. 
 
ARTICLE I. Name and Object 
 
 This organization shall be known as the [name of club] of [location].  Its purpose is to 
foster, develop, and otherwise enhance the avocation of stamp collecting for the benefit of its 
members. 
 
ARTICLE II. Membership, Dues 
 
 Section 1.  Membership in this club is open to all persons interested in philately, giving 
satisfactory references, subject to rules and regulations provided herein. 
 
 Section 2.  The Secretary, upon receiving an application for membership, shall read 
before a club meeting the name of the applicant, as well as the name of the proposer.  At the 
next meeting the membership will vote on the application with a majority vote of those 
present prevailing. 



 
 Section 3.  Club dues shall be set by a majority of the membership, payable with the 
application for membership.  If the applicant is rejected, the dues payment will be refunded.  
Dues become payable the first day of each fiscal year.  Any member failing to pay dues 
within thirty days of the due date shall be considered not in good standing, subject to 
suspension from any committees of which he or she shall be a member, and otherwise 
deprived of benefits of membership in the club.  Any member failing to pay dues within sixty 
days of the due date shall be dropped from the rolls. 
 
 Section 4.  Any person under age 18 shall be considered a youth member.  Except for the 
office of Youth Vice President, youths may not hold office in the club, but may participate in 
all club services and functions.  They do not have the right to vote.  [Note that the entire 
membership article in these sample bylaws assumes that an adult club is being formed.  
Obviously, it would have to be reworded for use by a youths-only organization.] 
 
 Section 5.  A member in good standing may resign from the club at any time, said 
resignation to be in writing, so long as all debts and obligations are fulfilled. 
 
 Section 6.  Reinstatement may be made after making application as established for new 
members (Article II), provided that any indebtedness to the club is paid in full, or satisfactory 
arrangements for this payment are made. 
 
 Section 7.  Members found guilty of fraud, dishonesty, or conduct unbecoming a member 
may be suspended for a specific period, thereby losing rights and privileges of membership, 
or expelled.  Charges against such members must be made in written form to the Executive 
Board, who will present such charges to the accused at least ten days prior to a hearing before 
the Board.  The Board can sustain or reject the charges, the records of the case to be 
preserved in the minutes of the club.  [Your club may consider adopting the APS Philatelic 
Code of Ethics, a copy of which is available from the APS.] 
 
ARTICLE III. Officers 
 
 Section 1.  Elected officers shall be a President, Vice President, Youth Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and Board of Directors to consist of three members.  All such officers 
make up the Executive Board.  Elective officers (except Directors) shall serve for a period of 
one year, or until their respective successors have been elected, as provided under 
“Elections.”  Directors shall serve three-year terms, with one position to be filled each year. 
 
 Section 2.  The President has general supervisory powers over all matters concerning the 
club.  This officer is an ex-officio member of all committees, makes all appointments 
provided for in the bylaws, or other appointments as necessary, and shall otherwise perform 
all duties delegated by the bylaws or otherwise assigned by the membership at a duly called 
meeting.  The President shall appoint the committees specified in Article VI, Section 1, and 
such other committees as the Executive Board determines are necessary.  The President shall 
have the authority to expend club funds not to exceed [$ ] without prior approval of the 
Executive Board. 
 
 Section 3.  The Vice President will assist the President in the conduct of the club.  In the 
absence of the President at any meeting, the Vice President shall act as President.  In the 



event of death, disability, resignation, or removal of the President, the Vice President shall 
succeed to the office of President. 
 
 Section 4.  The Youth Vice President shall be the chief representative on the Executive 
Board in the interest of youth members of the club.  This officer is responsible for 
maintaining awareness of the wants and needs of younger members, and for bringing their 
wishes to the attention of the Board.  Also, the Youth Vice President shall make a special 
effort to greet and assist youth guests of the club. 
 
 Section 5.  The Secretary shall keep an accurate and permanent record of the minutes of 
the meetings of the club and the Board of Directors; maintain a complete record of 
membership, including applications, admissions, deaths, resignations, suspensions, 
expulsions, and reinstatements; issue membership cards and receipts; and countersign, 
register, and attest to legal documents signed by the President.  Any funds collected in the 
name of the club shall be turned over to the Treasurer. 
 
 Section 6.  The Treasurer shall take charge of all monies, properties, and securities of the 
club.  All dues and other receipts of the club shall be deposited in a bank to be designated by 
the Executive Board.  This officer shall pay all bills and other obligations against the club 
upon authorization by the Executive Board. 
 
 Section 7.  The Executive Board shall consist of the President, the Vice President, the 
Youth Vice President, the Secretary, the Treasurer, and the three elected Directors of the 
club.  The Immediate Past President shall be considered an ex officio member of the 
Executive Board.  It shall be the duty of the Executive Board to be the administrative body of 
the club and to be responsible for its general welfare.  It must approve all expenditures in 
excess of $25 to be made in the name of the club. 
 
 Section 8.  No officer shall receive compensation for services in the performance of the 
duties of office, except reimbursement for administrative expenses. 
 
ARTICLE IV. Elections 
 
 Section 1.  The annual election of officers shall take place at the last meeting of the fiscal 
year. 
 
 Section 2.  Sixty days prior to the election, the President shall appoint a Nominating 
Committee whose duty shall be to canvass the membership and propose to the club a slate of 
officers: a President, Vice President, Youth Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and one or 
more Directors as may be necessary to fill vacancies. 
 
 Section 3.  Thirty days prior to the election, the Nominating Committee shall announce to 
a meeting of the club its proposed slate of officers. 
 
 Section 4.  Nominations may be made from the floor or by petition signed by five 
members of the club in good standing, such nominations to be made at least thirty days prior 
to the election.  Consent of nominees is required prior to nomination. 
 
 Section 5.  If offices are contested, it shall then be the duty of the Secretary to prepare 
official ballots, listing candidates for each office in alphabetical order. 



 
ARTICLE V.  Meetings 
 
 Section 1.  Roberts’ Rules of Order shall govern conduct of the meetings, except that 
reading of the minutes of the previous meeting is necessary only if a club member 
specifically requests it. 
 
 Section 2.  A quorum shall consist of  [__] percent of the active club members in good 
standing or [x members]. 
 
 Section 3.  Special meetings of the club may be called by the President, or in his/her 
absence or disability by the Vice President, or at the discretion of the Board of Directors, 
providing that notice of such special meeting is provided to every member in good standing 
of the club.  Such notices shall be sent to members no fewer than fourteen days prior to the 
calling of such special meeting. 
 
ARTICLE VI.  Permanent Committees 
 
 Section 1.  Subject to approval by the Executive Board, the President shall appoint the 
following permanent committees of the club. 
 

A. Program 
B. Publicity 
C. Membership 
D. Finance 
E. Newsletter 
F. Website 

 
 These committees will serve for the term of the incumbent President or until their successors 
are appointed by a succeeding President.  The President, with concurrence of two-thirds of the 
Executive Board, may disband any permanent committee, remove individual members for cause, 
or add members when needed. 
 
 ARTICLE VII.  Fiscal Year 
 
 The fiscal year for the club shall commence [date].  [Note: You may decide on a fiscal year to 
begin January 1, or July 1, or some other date, but it should be stated.  This allows for orderly 
accounting, dues, and election procedures.] 
 
ARTICLE VIII.  Amendments 
 
 Section 1.  These bylaws may be amended at a regular meeting by a two-thirds vote of a 
quorum. 
 
 Section 2.  Notice of proposed amendments must be submitted in writing and signed by no 
fewer than five members of the club. 
 
 Section 3.  The proposed amendment or amendments shall be read before a meeting of the club 
not less than thirty days before a vote is scheduled.  It (they) shall then be prepared in written 



form and distributed to the entire membership by mail at least one week prior to the meeting at 
which they will be finally considered. 
 
 Section 4.  A second reading of the proposed amendment or amendments shall be made at the 
next regular meeting of the club.  If a quorum is present at this second reading, the members can 
vote acceptance or rejection of the proposed amendment or amendments. 
 
Adopted this date _____________________________ 
 

 
 We have tried to make this draft of bylaws simple and effective.  Bylaws are important: They 
become the basis for conducting your club’s meetings (but few things kill a club more quickly 
than an undue emphasis on its “business” aspects – bylaws, minutes, finances – in your club 
meetings, keep the spotlight on philately!)  And, be sure to put a date on the bylaws:  Future 
officers will thank you! 
 
The American Philatelic Society Can Help! 
 
 The American Philatelic Society is the nation’s largest organization of stamp collectors.  Since 
its founding in 1886, the Society has provided its members with a variety and level of services 
unparalleled elsewhere by a single philatelic organization. 
 
 From its headquarters in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, the APS serves over 35,000 members 
throughout the United States and in more than 100 other countries.  It is not necessary to be an 
advanced collector to join the Society; collectors of all levels of interest and ability are welcome, 
and can find help according to their needs. 
 
 A major benefit of membership is The American Philatelist, the Society’s international-award-
winning monthly journal and the largest of its kind in the world.  The magazine offers a blend of 
entertaining and educational articles for the Society’s diverse membership, as well as 
information on the Society’s many services and advertising from reliable dealers. 
 
 Other educational opportunities include the annual Summer Seminar on Philately, a week-long 
intensive program of instruction and camaraderie held in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania.  The APS 
Education Department also has many publications for beginners in the hobby and answers 
questions on many aspects of the hobby.  The Education Department also produces the programs 
featured in the audiovisual library available to APS Chapter clubs. 
 
 One of the most popular services to members is the APS Circuit Sales Division, which operates 
as a nonprofit activity of the Society.  Members may receive, on request, a selection of philatelic 
material from specific countries, topics, or areas, with no obligation other than to forward any 
unpurchased items to others as directed by enclosed instructions.  With this fully insured service, 
choice stamps and covers with a total value in the millions of dollars are available to members.  
All material in the circuits is placed by members; it is not owned by the Society.  Buying and/or 
selling through the Sales Division is an enjoyable and profitable activity for thousands of 
members each year. 
 
 Buy stamps online through the APS StampStore.  No bidding or waiting – you see it, you like 
it, you buy it.  APS has a 30 day guarantee on any item not as described.  You buy from fellow 



APS members with secure, safe online transactions using VISA or MasterCard.  There are over 
300,00 items available, ranging in price from $1 to $10,000. 
 
 All-risk stamp insurance for the protection of stamp collections is another of the services 
offered to APS members.  Detailed information about this comprehensive, low-priced program is 
sent to all new members when they apply for membership. 
 
 The American Philatelic Expertizing Service (APEX) renders skilled opinions regarding the 
genuineness or identity of stamps and covers.  A fee is charged for each item submitted; APS 
members receive a discount.  APEX uses a combination of the greatest philatelic experts in the 
world and high-tech imaging equipment to render its opinions.  For many items our Quick ID 
service offers faster opinions without a guarantee. 
 
 The APS also offers its members a translation service for virtually all major languages.  For 
translations of letters and short statements, there is no charge other than a return, stamped 
envelope.  For articles or lengthy communications, a modest fee is charged. 
 
 At its annual convention (STAMPSHOW) and winter meeting (AmeriStamp Expo), conducted 
in major cities across the nation, the APS presents the finest in philatelic exhibitions.  These 
displays of the world’s stamps, postal history, and interesting items of philatelic research afford 
viewing pleasure and educational opportunities for members and non-members alike.  The APS 
also sponsors the annual World Series of Philately, at which grand-award winners from the 
nation’s top exhibitions compete for the coveted Champion of Champions, the highest award in 
exhibiting in the United States. 
 
 Last but not least, the services of the American Philatelic Research Library are available to 
members by mail, and to all others through interlibrary loan.  The library offers computer 
searches of its catalogue, among many other services.  The APRL publishes the Philatelic 
Literature Review, a quarterly journal.  Its website is linked to that of the APS. 
 
 Information on membership in the American Philatelic Society and on its services is available 
by several methods: 
 

American Philatelic Society, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA  16823-1367 
Phone: 814-933-3803, Fax: 814-933-6128, E-mail: requests@stamps.org 

Website: www.stamps.org 



[Name of Club] QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
PLEASE take five minutes to answer the following questionnaire.  Help the club to grow! 
 
Name      Membership Number:  
 
  I enclose my ___ Adult or ___ Youth dues of $_____ for calendar year _______.   
 
 I have already paid my dues. 
 
Please indicate your response in the appropriate spaces. 
 

Like Dislike 
_____ _____ Auction System 
_____  _____ Book Exchange 
_____  _____ Programs 
_____  _____ Set-up of Meeting Room 
_____  _____ Structure of Meetings 

Like Dislike 
_____  _____ Newsletter 
_____  _____ Website 
_____  _____ Meeting Place 
_____  _____ Meeting Day and Time 
_____  _____ Other: _____________ 

 
Comments and Suggestions.  If “Dislike” is marked in any above space, please explain here:  
 
 
 
Can you help with one or more club activities? _____Yes _____ No 
 
What can you help with?  
 
 
 
If you would enjoy certain types of meeting programs, please indicate your preferences here:  
(can be specific, for example: “France & Colonies stamps”, or general: “how-to-workshops” or 
“refresher courses in hobby skills”)  
 
 
 
Should there be a time limit for the business portion of the meeting? _______ If so, how long?  
 
Should there be a time limit for formal programs? _______ If so, how long?  
 
 
Would you give a presentation on your collecting interest, a national specialty society or a “how 
to” subject (identify papers, use watermark detector, etc)?  
 
 
Specify type of presentation:  
 
 
Please return this questionnaire to ______________________________ By [date]  
 
 



APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 

Membership Number _______________ 
 

[Name of club, including address to which application may be mailed] 
 
I hereby apply for membership in the [name of club], subject to the bylaws of the organization. 
 
Name  
 
Address  
 
City    State/Province  Zip Code/Postal Code   Country  
 
Daytime Phone Number    Fax Number    Date of Birth  
 
E-Mail      Website   
 
Personal information above may _____ may not _____ be shared with other members of the 
club. 
 
Occupation     Collecting Interests  
 
Membership in other stamp clubs or societies  
 
Have you ever been expelled from, or denied admission to, any philatelic organization?  
 
 
Reference  
 
Signature of Applicant  
 
Proposed by  
 
Date Received     Membership Approved  


