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 Tim has been on the 
exhibiting scene for 
almost a decade now, 
and my husband, Jay 
and I had the honor of 
doing a critique of one 
of his earlier exhibits 
through the American 
Association of Philatelic 
Exhibitors Critique 
Service. At that time it 
was a pretty good 
exhibit for his age and it 
has been a pleasure to 
watch this exhibit 
develop into the 
excellent thematic that it 
is today. He is sure to be 
one the great adult 
exhibitors, being a great 
example for younger 
exhibitors. 

Q.  What made you 
decide to apply to the 
Fellow program? 

 I met Alex Haimann and 
the YPLF fellows at the 
Richmond StampShow 
and had a blast. Alex 
convinced me to apply 
the following year. 

Q.  When did you start 
exhibiting?  

My first exhibit went up 
at SPRINGPEX 2003. I 
was 11 years old. I 
received a Vermeil. 

Q.  What was the 
deciding factor when 
you decided to do your 
first exhibit? 

My younger brother saw 
the exhibits at NAPEX 
2001 and wanted to do 
something similar. At 
the time he collected 
ship stamps, so he put 
together an exhibit with 
no story line - just a list 
of different types of 
ships followed by stamps 
illustrating each type. 
When he exhibited at 
SPRINGPEX 2002 he 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 The purpose of the 

YPLF Field Trip is to ex-
pose the future leaders of 
our hobby to centers of 
influence and importance 
to stamp collecting.  The 
first stop was the Smith-
sonian National Postal 
Museum.  The hospitable 
NPM staff  explained new 
exhibits, research equip-
ment available to anyone 
by making an appoint-
ment, the vault holding 

America’s precious 
stamp collection, how to 
restore and preserve the 
collection, and how to 
prepare items for exhib-
its. 

    Alex Haimann, YPLF 
Founder, was able to or-
ganize a meeting with 
staff of USPS Stamp Ser-
vices.  Steven Kearney, 
Executive Director, had 

members of his 
staff join us, giving 
a behind-the-scenes 
look at stamp de-
sign, production, 
and sales.  Among 
the many interest-
i n g  t i d b i t s ,                
(continued on page 3)  
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received a Silver-Bronze award, 
but the judges showed him how 
he should change the exhibit to 
get a better award, and gave the 
Manual of Philatelic Judging to 
my mom. Over the next year 
they worked together to design a 
much more competitive exhibit. I 
could not have my brother 
outdoing me, so I decided to 
make an exhibit of my own. At 
first I chose birds as the topic, 
but even at that early age I knew 
birds was too large a topic so I 
limited it to birds of prey. We 
both exhibited at SPRINGPEX 
2003; he received a Gold and I 
received a Vermeil. 

Q.  What is your favorite part of 
exhibiting? 

Seeing my exhibit in the frames. 

Q.  What is your least favorite 
part? 

Mounting. 

Q.  What is the subject of your 
favorite exhibit and why did you 
choose it? 

“Falconiformes” is my first, my 
favorite, and my finest exhibit. 
Birds have been my love since I 
was nine years old, but birds in 
general is too extensive a 
subject to exhibit so I narrowed 
it down to birds of prey, 
because, at the time, they were 
my favorite and the most 
impressive and majestic order. 

Q.  What are your long term 
goals in philately? 

Ultimately, I hope to improve 
my exhibiting towards the goal 
of winning the Champion of 
Champions. Perhaps sometime 
in the future, I can see myself a 
Judge as well. 

Q.  Have there been any 
surprises so far during your term 
as a Fellow? 

Not really, except that it exceeds 
all my expectations. 

Now, about you… 

Q.  Where did you go to school 
and what did you major in? 

I have just finished a degree in 
environmental biology from 

Liberty University. 

Q.  What’s next? 

Job. Grad School. Job. I am 
looking for a job, and I expect to 
have work for a year to make 
some money before Graduate 
School. I am planning on going 
to Virginia Tech in Landscape 
Architecture in the fall of 2013. 

Q.  Other hobbies? 

My main passion is birds and 
birding, to the point that all my 
other hobbies, including stamp 
exhibiting, art and photography, 
revolve around it. I also share 
my family’s passion for 
competitive juggling . 

(Continued from page 1) 

I n t e r v i e w ,  C O N T .  

Applications Open for Class of 2013 

     Enthusiastic stamp collectors between the ages of 13 and 25 may apply NOW for next year’s class of  
YPLF Fellows.  Help us recruit another excellent group of Junior and Senior Fellows by encouraging any 

young collectors to apply or by sending us their contact information. For more information about what activities are 
available throughout the year, go to www.stampfellowship.org. 

 

Application Deadline is May 31st! 

Tim with the APS C3a at the Ameri-
can Philatelic Center during the 
YPLF March Field Trip. 
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An excerpt of an article John  
wrote for the Young Stamp 
Collectors of America (YSCA) 
newsletter. 

Finally!  Finally I had been able 
to make it to an APS StampShow and I 
even had my exhibit here!  This was my 
first time exhibiting at such a huge show 
and I was eager to see all the stamps that 
I could add to my collection and  maybe 
even to my exhibit.  But how did I get 
here? That 
has been a 
story eight 
years in the 
making… 

My 
name is John 
Phillips, and I 

A l u m n i  c o r n e r  w i t h  j o h n  p h i l l i p s  

have been collecting and exhibiting 
stamps since I was in third grade.  To 
me, the most fun thing about stamp 
collecting is the exhibiting part.  
Through my exhibits I have been able 
to meet other young collectors who 
come to the shows to buy stamps and 
see the different exhibits people have 
made.   

Most recently, I have 
expanded and revised an exhibit I first 
developed in fifth grade called 
“America By Water”.  It was originally 
16 pages, or one frame, then it went 
to 32 pages/two frames and then 
finally to 48 pages because I had 
acquired so much more material on 
the subject.  For my freshman year I 
was able to take part in the Young  

Philatelic Leaders Fellowship (YPLF).  
The fellowship enabled me to travel 
to the three biggest shows in the 
nation, as well as the National Postal 
Museum in Washington D.C. and the 
APS headquarters in Bellefonte, PA.  
I really enjoyed the experience and it 
helped me to increase my exhibiting 
skill. 
 I would like to encourage 
everyone reading this article to begin 
your very own exhibit.  It doesn’t 
have to be fancy—my  first one 
wasn’t at all—but little by little small 
changes will help to make the story 
even better.  When you find the 
perfect pieces, make sure to add them 
to your exhibit.  Maybe before too 
long, I will be going to shows to see 
your exhibits! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Fellows learned of a survey that 
the USPS has taken to determine 
the number of people who save 
or collect stamps.  That number 
determines how many stamps the 
USPS should make in the future 
and gives them have a better pic-
ture of their potential income. 

    After a visit and dinner with 
John Hotchner outside of DC,  

 Fellows, parents, Alex Haimann    
and APS Staff member Gretchen 
Moody headed to Bellefonte, PA 
to meet with staff at the American 
Philatelic Society, tour the Cen-
ter, and to use the American 
Philatelic Research Library 
(APRL).  With three Fellows in 
the Author Track, it was impor-
tant to have each one meet with 
Associate Editor Bonny Farmer 
on staff with the American Phi-

latelist magazine.   
Danny Pfaff, Dealer 
Track, spent time in 
Sales Division with 
Tom Horn and with 
Richard Nakles, Vol-
unteer and operator of 
the In-Kind Dona-
tions sales store, The 
Stamp and Cover  

Shop.  All of the Fellows spent 
time in the APRL working on 
their next article or researching 
stamp values or exhibit material. 

    The Class of 2012 Fellows are 
from California, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia and 
their first trip to the NPM, the 
USPS, and the APC was a 
memorable  experience. Fellows and Alex Haimann with Stamp Services staff. 

A visit to the APC includes becoming familiar with 
the many associations the APS offers to existing 
societies.  Here Fellows pose in the United States 
Stamp Society room at a APS headquarters. 
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Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship 
100 Match Factory Place 
Bellefonte, PA 16823 

Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship Advisory Board: 
Don Chenevert, Jr., Advisory Board Chairperson ● Chenevert.Illinois@gmail.com  
Alex Haimann, YPLF Founder ● bretalex1@aol.com 
Denise Stotts, Donor Liaison and Chief Editor ● stottsjd@swbell.net 
Gretchen Moody, APS Director of Education ● gretchen@stamps.org/814-933-3810 

Please contact us if you have questions or comments about the YPLF. 

Tel: 814-933-3803 
E-mail: gretchen@stamps.org 

www.stampfellowship.org 

Young 

Philatelic 

Leaders 

Fellowship 

 
See us on 
Facebook 
Search: 

Young Philatelic 
Leaders Fellowship 

To receive this newsletter 
via email only, please 

contact Gretchen Moody, 
gretchen @stamps.org 

 

 
Visit the YPLF Booth at APS StampShow 2012 

Sacramento Convention Center 

August 16 — 19, 2012 

 

Danny Pfaff, Dealer Track Fellow, prepares 
for StampShow with Richard Nakles at the 
American Philatelic Center during the YPLF 
Field Trip. 


