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    Applications are being 
accepted for the Class of 
2014.  Please share the 
opportunities available 
through YPLF by giving an 
enthusiastic young stamp 
collector the web address 
where they may find an 
application form: http://
stamps.org/Fellowship-
Details. 
   Fellows will have fun with 
other youth stamp 
collectors; experience the 
world of stamp collecting 
from the inside; visit 
important sites that all 

stamp collectors want to 
see; produce articles and 
presentations based on their 
interests and research; and 
gain experiences to make 
them a better student and 
leader!    
   If you have a young person 
you want to recommend to 
us for the YPLF, you may 
send us their information via 
an online form: http://
stamps.org/Recommend-a-
Fellow. 
   Fellows are required to be 
between the ages of 13 and 
25. You must reach your 

13th  birthday by August 1st 
and not be older than 25 as 
of August 1st for the year of 
your application.  
   Fellow costs paid by the 
YPLF  include travel, 
accommodations, and 
meals. A meal stipend is 
provided for an 
accompanying parent or 
guardian of Junior Fellows. 
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    This issue, we are 
introducing Katie Vasicek. As 
you will see in the following 
interview, she is a very busy 
young lady – juggling many 
balls in her life – sounds like a 
great future leader for our 
hobby! 

Q.  Why did you apply for 
the Fellowship? 

A. I got a call from Alex 
Haimann explaining what the 
Fellowship is, I thought it was 
a really great opportunity for 
teens my age and I instantly 
decided I wanted to apply. 
Before the call, I had taken an 
online basic stamp collecting 
course with Ada Prill. I 
enjoyed that so much I knew I 
would like the YPLF. 

Q.  What has surprised you 

most as a Fellow? 

A. For me, the biggest 
surprise as a Fellow has been 
the amount of support and 
encouragement I have been 
receiving from other Fellows 
as well as adults in the hobby. 
Everyone helps each other out 
like a family would and that 
has been a really positive 
element I was not aware of 
when joining.  

Q.  Why did you choose the 
Dealer Track? 

A. I chose the Dealer Track 
for a few reasons: it is the 
most social track; I wanted to 
increase my knowledge on 
how to fairly price materials; 
and I enjoy organizing stock. 

Q.  You have been working 
with dealer Brian Hunt – 
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what has been your favorite part of 
working as a dealer? What is the least 
favorite? 

A. My favorite part about working with 
Brian and Lori Hunt is learning the 
techniques they use to effectively sell 
and market their materials. Over the 
past few months, I have learned how to 
do many things including: re-sorting 
material by Scott number; look up 
catalog values; properly display items 
by placing them into nice sleeves with 
an informational label; get items ready 
for an auction; ship purchased items; 
and organize stamps for scanning.  

One of the biggest tasks for me was 
learning how to import new materials 
into the system. This process requires 

importing all of the data about the 
philatelic item into the computer along 
with scanning a picture so it can 
properly be displayed on the website. It 
is a very tedious process but it looks 
very professional when it is done. 

There really is no part that I 
do not enjoy about working 
with the Hunts. They are 
really great mentors and I am 
blessed to have them helping 
me along this journey.  

Q.  What are your long term 
goals relating to philately? 

A. My main long term goal 
for philately consists of 
encouraging other youth to 
become philatelists. I think 
there is a huge need for 
philatelists in my generation and I want 
to help reach out to meet that need. I 
would also like to grow in my personal 
knowledge of stamps and their values. 
Nobody knows everything and there is 
always more to learn.  

Now a little bit about you… 

Q.  Besides working at the stamp shop, 
what else keeps you busy these days? 

A. The things that keep me the most 
busy are: spending quality time with 
my family and friends; 
school/ homework; 
working as a nanny for 
three sweet boys; and of 
course, stamps. 

Q. Do you have any 
other hobbies? 

A. This past fall 
semester, I joined Phi 
Theta Kappa and was 
recently inducted into 
the highest membership 
status as well as Vice 

President for my campus. PTK is an 
international honors society 
recognizing leadership, hard work, and 
volunteerism.  

I also enjoy deer hunting, performing, 
wakeboarding, teaching dance 
choreography, and going for walks. 

Q. Anything else you would like to 
share? 

A. I am very thankful to have this 
opportunity as a Fellow. 

(Continued from page 1) 

I n t e r v i e w ,  C O N T .  

Thank you for your donations to YPLF! 
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A l u m n i  n e w s  

   The YPLF Advisory Board, with the 
assistance of Minuteman Press, has 
adopted a new logo to represent the 
Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship.  
The logo consists of three parts, the 
main component is the starburst or 
bottlecap  design with a distinctive 
font displaying the letters “YPLF” and 
providing readers with the words 
they stand for.  The second compo-
nent is the wavy cancellation bars to 

give it a philatelic flavor.  Lastly, 
the words “Explore Grow Lead” 
help readers understand the mis-
sion of the YPLF: to develop en-
thusiastic young stamp collectors 
in becoming the hobby’s future 
leaders.  

   Our thanks to Steve Heaney  

   We welcome Jimmy Tian, Class 
of 2010, to the YPLF Advisory 
Board in a new Board 
position: Alumni 
Coordinator.  Se-
lected from the ranks 
of the YPLF alumni, 
Jimmy is communi-
cating at least once 
per month with 
YPLF Alumni to en-
courage interaction among the YPLF 
Alumni, current YPLF Fellows and 
the wider philatelic community.  
Jimmy will work closely with the 
APS Director of Education to pre-
pare and submit to the Advisory 
Board two reports each year to up-
date the Advisory Board regarding 
the activities and achievements of 
YPLF Alumni, particularly their 
philatelic activities.  Much of what 

he discovers will make its way into 
this newsletter so that YPLF fans 
will be encouraged by all that the 
Fellows are accomplishing. 
 
      Andrew Shaw, Class of 
2011,continues to collect U.S. plate 
blocks. Andrew's 
passion for stamp 
dealing ignited by 
his work in the 
Dealer Track has 
found a home in 
an online stamp 
store Andrew operates on bid-
start.com (go see Andrew's store at 
www.everythingphilately.com). 
During 2012, as a YPLF 
Alum, Andrew helped manage the 
YPLF Dealer Booth at NOJEX, 
NAPEX and APS StampShow. 

John Phillips, U.S. Philatelic Clas-
sics Society Fellow, Class of 2011, 
utilized his Fellowship year focus on 
exhibiting to dramatically improve 
his multi-frame exhibit, America By 
Water. After 
receiving the 
Reserve 
Youth 
Champion of 
Champions 
(CofC) in 
2011, 
John did not 
give up and continued to work on 
his exhibit resulting in him qualify-
ing again for the Youth CofC in 
2012 and going on to win the 2012 
Youth Champion of Champions last 
summer. 

Y P L F  A d o p t s  A  N e w  L o g o  

and graphic design artists at Minuteman 
Press for the multiple design choices and 
colors and their patience with us until 
we finally settled upon the current de-
sign.  Logo designs were shown to and 
discussed with YPLF Fellows because we 
want it to catch the eye of young people 
and potential Fellows as well as parents 
and adults in the organized hobby. 
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Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship 
100 Match Factory Place 
Bellefonte, PA 16823 

Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship Advisory Board: 
Don Chenevert, Jr., Advisory Board Chairperson ● Chenevert.Illinois@gmail.com  
Alex Haimann, YPLF Founder ● bretalex1@aol.com 
Denise Stotts, Donor Liaison and Chief Editor ● stottsjd@swbell.net 
James Weigant, FaceBook Coordinator ● jamesweigant@sbcglobal.net 
Jimmy Tian, Alumni Coordinator ●  j.tian2012@gmail.com 
Gretchen Moody, APS Director of Education ● gretchen@stamps.org/814-933-3810 

Tel: 814-933-3803 
E-mail: gretchen@stamps.org 

www.stampfellowship.org 

 
See us on 
Facebook 
Search: 
Young 

Philatelic Leaders 
Fellowship 

To receive this newsletter 
via email only, please 

contact Gretchen Moody, 
gretchen @stamps.org 

Visit the YPLF Booth 
at APS AmeriStamp 2013 

Booths #429 & 431 
Kentucky International Convention Center 

Louisville, Kentucky    January 18 – 20, 2013 
http://stamps.org/AmeriStamp-Expo-ASE 


