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dec em b er 20 1 3  

  In this issue we are 
introducing Cassandra Stahl 
and Sabrina McGill, both 
Junior Fellows who happen 
to be cousins.   

Cassi, as 
she likes 
to be 
called, is 
a 
member 
of  the 
I n d i a n a 
Stamp Club and is the 
David Feldman USA 
Fellow on the Exhibitor 
Track 

Why did you choose to 
apply for the YPLF and 
what do you expect to 
accomplish? 

I chose to apply for the YPLF 

in order to learn more about 
exhibiting and also to meet 
more stamp collectors my age 
that enjoy the same hobby as I 
do. During my time as a 
Fellow I hope to learn more 
about exhibiting and gain 
more experience. 

 You chose the Exhibitor 
Track.  What’s your 
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h 
exhibiting before the 
YPLF and what led you to 
choose that Track? 

 I have been exhibiting since I 
w a s  e i g h t  w i t h  t h e 
encouragement of the stamp 
club that my mother and aunt 
had just joined. Along with 
their help and support I put 
together my first exhibit and 
have been exhibiting ever 
since. I chose the Exhibitor 
Track to learn more about 

exhibiting and to be able to 
learn and improve in the areas 
where I struggle. 

What’s your biggest 
c h a l l e n g e  a s  a n 
exhibitor? 

 My biggest challenge as an 
exhibitor is finding the right 
material for my exhibits 
and organizing my ideas to 
put down on paper. I always 
get excited about putting 
together a new exhibit, but 
sometimes find myself stuck 
when looking for the key 
items that I want to include.   

 What’s your favorite 
part of exhibiting? 

My favorite part of exhibiting 
is getting to spend time 
researching and learning more 

 

G e t t i n g  t o  K n o w  t h e  c l a s s  o f  2 0 1 4  

B l o g  p r o d u c e d  b y  f e l l o w s  

Volum e  3 ,  I S SUE  4  

Whole No. 12 

YPLF Fellows officially 

entered the world of 
blogging with the start of  
STAMPFELLOWSHIP on 
the WordPress blog 
website.  Fellows plan to 
offer weekly articles, 
beginning with introductory 
posts. 
 
At their internet meetings, 
using GoToMeeting.com, 
they brainstormed  ideas on 
how they may work 
together to share the fun 
they have with philately.  
Among the ideas they like 
best is 

STAMPFELLOWSHIP.   
Casey Cook, the Alumni 
Coordinator, has organized 
this effort with the help of 
YPLF Founder, Alex 
Haimann, and experienced 
blogger and fellow 
alumnus, Autumn Hanley.  
As of this printing, you will 
find two posts.   
 
Offer your encouragement 
each week by visiting the 
blog and posting your 
comments and/or like it on 
FaceBook.  The address is: 
http://
stampfellowship.wordpress.
com/. 

YPLF Applications 

are being accepted 

for the Class of 

2015.  

Do you know someone 

between the ages of 

13 and 25 that would 

make a good Fellow? 

Recommend them by 

subm i t t i ng  t he i r 

name using an online 

form at the APS web-

site. 

http://stamps.org/

Recommend-a-Fellow 
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about a topic I enjoy. I also like being 
able to connect stamps with something 
else I find  and seeing how they connect. 

 Who is your YPLF Mentor and 
how has he helped you? 

 My mentor is Tony Brooks. He has 
been a  major  support  in my 
exhibiting since I first began and 
is constantly encouraging me to 
continue working on my exhibits. So far 
during this program he has discussed 
with me several topic ideas and helped 
me make my decision on which topic to 
pursue. He has also helped me look for 
ma ter i a l  f o r  my  exh ib i t  and 
provided useful advice on exhibiting.  

 What are your long term goals in 
the hobby? 

In the future I plan to continue 
exhibiting as well as continue  to work 
with the Indiana Stamp Club's youth 
program to help teach children about 
collecting stamps. 

 What else keeps you busy?  Tell us 
about school, family, and/or other 
hobbies. 

Currently I am a senior and spend most 
of my time either at school or with 
homework. Also I work after school 
with the after care at the elementary  
school. On the weekends I enjoy 
spending time with my friends and 
family. I love to travel and enjoy 
photography. 

 

Sabrina is also a 
member of the 
Indiana Stamp 

Club and is the  
U.S. Philatelic 
Classics Society 
Fellow on the 
Author Track. 

 

Why did you  apply to YPLF? 

I applied to the program because I heard 
that it provided a way for young people 
in our hobby to extend their knowledge 
and leadership skills. I desired to have 
these skills polished within myself so 
that I can improve our wonderful 
hobby. 

Why did you choose the Author 
Track?  

I chose the Author Track because 
writing is a huge passion of mine, 
whether or not involving philately. I 
wanted to better my writing ability and I 
knew that this track and YPLF could 
help me accomplish that. 

What other writing have you 
done?  

I have written for my state stamp club's 
newsletter. I wrote a series of articles 
about starting an exhibit. I have also 
written for my school's literary 
magazine in the past. 

What types of articles do you plan 

to write?   

I plan to write articles involving 
philatelic history or history that is 
showcased by a philatelic item. 

What surprises have come from 
the Fellowship?  

I am surprised that the Fellowship has 
inspired me with a new motivation to 
redo my exhibit. I have always felt a 
great draw to exhibiting. From the first 
time I exhibited, I fell in love. Thanks to 
the Fellowship I have a new drive to 
continue exhibiting. 

What are your long term goals for 
the hobby?  

My greatest hope in the hobby is to 
follow in my aunt's footsteps and be a 
lifetime collector. 

What else keeps you busy?  

I am a high school junior who is taking 
college English and Chemistry. School 
and homework keep me really busy.  I 
love to read for pleasure and work on 
motorcycles with my dad. 

(Continued from page 1 - Stahl) 

Thank you for your donations to the  Young Philatelic Leaders 

Fellowship.  We continue to need your support. 

Visit the YPLF at AmeriStamp Expo 
Booth 502-504 

 in Little Rock, Arkansas February 14-16, 2014. 

Sabrina, left, and Cassi, center, at StampShow 

in Milwaukee with YPLF Guest, Emily Kuhl. 
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A l u m n i  n e w s  

Essay by Casey Cook, USPCS 
Fellow, Class of 2013 

Casey serves 
on the YPLF 
A d v i s o r y 
Board as the 
Alumni Co-
o r d i n a t o r .  
He wrote the 
following for 
a school as-
signment. 

 The U.S. Bank Note stamps were 
a milestone in the 19th century 
post office. These stamps were 
referred to as “Bank Notes” be-
cause they were printed by three 
different bank note printing com-
panies. 
 
U.S. Bank Notes were a new kind 
of stamp. Enhanced technology 
was applied, such as steam–
powered printing presses, and new 
paper types. They replaced an 
1869 pictorial series, which por-
trayed common American scenes. 
However, the public disliked this 
series, possibly because they were 
the first U.S. stamps that didn’t 
picture a famous leader. Bank 
Notes were printed for 20 years, 
between 1870 and 1890. They 
were discontinued, most likely be-
cause the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing took over stamp produc-
tion in 1894.  
 
Another kind of technology, grills, 
was added to the earlier Bank Note 
stamps. Grills were invented by 
Charles F. Steele. Grills were em-
bossed impressions that were used 
because the post office was suspi-
cious that individuals were remov-
ing the cancellations and reusing 
the stamps. Grills broke the paper 
fibers, allowing them to absorb the 

cancellation ink, therefore making 
it impossible to remove the cancel, 
preventing reuse. Grills came in 
different sizes, sometimes cover-
ing the entire stamp!  
 
Another interesting feature of 
Bank Notes is the people that they 
portray. Men like George Wash-
ington, Benjamin Franklin, and 
many leaders of the armed forces 
were all depicted on Bank Note 
stamps. 
 
The U.S. Banknote period was an 
amazing new era of postage 
stamps. They are remarkable 
pieces of history. 
 

Casey’s article will appear in the next 
newsletter to members of the Young 
Stamp Collectors of America.  YPLF 
Alumni often provide content for this 
publication.  Several Fellows were 
YSCA members and were encouraged 
to continue their stamp collections 
through that organization. 

 
Fellows at November WSP 
Show 
Sarah Chenevert, the Mike Miley Me-
morial Fellow, shares what she and her 
brother, James, Class of 2010, experi-
enced at CHI-
CAGOPEX.   
 

On Saturday 

24, 2013 I 

traveled to 

Itasca, Illinois 

to attend CHI-

CAGOPEX 

2013 with my 

dad, Don, and 

older brother, 

James.  We 

had a great 

time together 

studying the exhibits, searching 

through dealers' 

stock to find war-time correspon-

dence that I could use in my arti-

cles.  We also attended some soci-

ety meetings where we learned 

some Illinois postal history. 

 

The highlight of the show for me 

was talking with Ms. Vera Felts 

and borrowing copies of Civil War 

correspondence she discovered 

hidden in an attic.  She shared a 

number of letters written by one of 

her ancestors that fought in the 

Civil War.  We plan to drive to 

southern Illinois to meet Ms. Felts' 

mother and create color pdf copies 

of the original letters and their 

covers so that I can use them as 

illustrations in my Civil War arti-

cle. 

(cont. pg. 4) 
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www.stampfellowship.org 

 

See us on Facebook 

Search: 
Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship 

Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship Advisory Board: 

Don Chenevert, Jr., Advisory Board Chairperson ● Chenevert.Illinois@gmail.com  

Alex Haimann, YPLF Founder ● bretalex1@aol.com 

James Weigant, FaceBook Coordinator ● jamesweigant@sbcglobal.net 

Adrienne McKinney, Donor Liasion ●  avmckinney@gmail.com 

Casey Cook, Alumni Coordinator ●  cjcook97@yahoo.com 

Gretchen Moody, APS Director of Education ● gretchen@stamps.org/814-933-3810 

Janet Houser, YPLF Treasurer ● jehouser@stamps.org 

To receive this newsletter 
 via email only, please contact 

Gretchen Moody,  
gretchen @stamps.org 

During the show I visited with my 

mentor, Mr. Wayne Youngblood, 

about philatelic writing and ways 

to write up war-time correspon-

dence.  We talked about letters 

written during different wars, cen-

sorship and rare and common ma-

terial from different American 

wars.  He shared with me that sol-

diers sometimes wrote text under 

the stamps they mailed home and 

that the location and the orienta-

tion of the stamp on the envelope 

was sometimes a message from 

the sender to the receiver.  He 

agreed to keep an eye out for inter-

esting material that I could use for 

my articles. 

We really enjoyed visiting with 

the dealers.  Mr. Michael Ball and 

his wife, Cecelia, were at CHICA-

GOPEX.  We talked about their 

business and opportunities for me 

work with them at future shows.  

They offered to let James and me 

help them with their booth so that 

we could learn more about the 

business side of stamp collecting.  

It was so much fun to see collec-

tors buzzing around booths look-

ing through dealers' boxes to find 

their treasures.  Many people 

stopped and spoke to me.  They 

told me that they were pleased to 

see young people at the show that 

love the 

hobby as 

much as they 

do.  They 

were happy 

that I was a 

Fellow and 

that I was 

sharing our 

hobby with 

other young 

collectors. 
 

O t h e r 

A l u m n i 

Activities: 

 David McKinney, Class of 2012, 

visits his home stamp club over 

the college break. 

 Tim Hodge, Class of 2012, at-

tends a leadership retreat with 

APS Board members at the Ameri-

can Philatelic Center in Bellefonte 

in November 2013. 

 Andrew Shaw, Class of 2011, is an 

active seller on bidStart. 

 Danny Pfaff, Class of 2012, is ap-

plying to be an Eagle Scout. 

David shares  his experience attending the 

Gross Gallery opening at the Smithsonian 

National Postal Museum in September 2013. 

  


