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      2013 AmeriStamp Expo 
was a success for the YPLF 
not  only because it offered 
the current class of Fellows 
excellent experience 
working the 
YPLF booth, 
making 
connections 
with other 
collectors, and 
working behind 
the scenes of the 
stamp show, but 
we saw the 
largest gathering 
of YPLF alumni 

since the program’s 
inception.  An important 
program outcome is that 
these young people will 
continue to be active in the 

organized 
hobby, even 
providing 
leadership when 
possible.  Alex 
Gill traveled 
from Wisconsin 
to attend the 
show and Tim 
Hodge drove 

from Virginia 
with fellow 

Fellows, David McKinney 
and Andrew Shaw.  For 
more photos, visit the APS 
website, http://
stamps.org/YPLF-
Snapshots-at-AmeriStamp or 
page 3 of this newsletter. 
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    This issue, we are 
introducing Autumn Hanley. 
Living near Bellefonte, 
Pennsylvania and the 
American Philatelic Center 
(APC), Autumn has been a 
regular APS volunteer for the 
last three years.  She is a 

member of the Junior Stamp 
Club that meets at the APC 
and often serves the club 
leader as an assistant.  She 
provides one-on-one help 
during the club meetings for 
other members and 

sometimes even their parents!    
She has volunteered at 
Summer Seminar the last two 
years. 

Q. What prompted your 
decision to apply to the 
YPLF program? 
I applied to join the YPLF because 
I want to meet and show my 
support for teens and children in 
philately.  
Q. Why did you choose 
the Exhibitor Track? 
I chose Exhibitor Track because 
it’s the best of three worlds: I 
have to write, I have to make 
connections with dealers, and I 
get the opportunity to show my 
work to others.  
Q. Have you exhibited 
before? If so, what was it 
and where did you show 
it? 
I haven’t truly exhibited before, 
so it’s an exciting new venture for 
me.  

Q. Tell us about the 
exhibit you are currently 
working on. 
My exhibit is all about how bees 
make honey! It’s super cool, 
considering I’m meshing two of 
my favorite hobbies- beekeeping & 
philately- together. Right now 
I’m editing text and the layouts 
of each page. It’s surprisingly 
hard to 
make 
sure the 
whole 
exhibit 
flows 
well in 
both 
words 
and 
visuals. 
Each piece in the exhibit is so 
beautiful, I’m so thankful to all 
the dealers and collectors who 
have helped me find just the right 
thing for the exhibit.  
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Andrew Shaw, Class of 
2011 with current USPCS 
Fellow Casey Cook. 

Tim Hodge buys just what he needs 
from Elliott Robbins. 
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Q. What is your favorite part of 
exhibiting? 
Even though I haven’t actually shown my 
exhibit yet, I’m totally certain that I’m 
going to love having it displayed! I like 
seeing the whole exhibit laid out, and in a 
frame it’s going to look brilliant.  
Q. What is your least favorite 
part? 
My least favorite part is drafting the 
exhibit. Everything seems so tentative, and if 
you choose to do one thing or another, it 
could change the whole exhibit!  
Q. What are your long term 
philatelic goals? 
My long term-philatelic goals are: 
-Create a perfect bee exhibit 
-Write an exhibit about space stamps, moon 
landing stamps in particular 
-Getting my local 4-H group involved with 
stamp collecting 
Q. Have there been any surprises 
so far about the program? 
Yes, actually! I already knew that the 
philatelic community was a great bunch, but 
each and every single dealer, exhibitor, and 
collector I have met have risen above and 
beyond my expectations. Everyone in this 
community, young and young-at-heart, are 
wonderful people, and that’s certainly one 
of the things I like 
about being in the 
YPLF is that I have 
the opportunity to 
meet philatelists! 
Now, a little 
about you… 
Q. What year 
are you in 
school? Favorite subjects? What’s 
next? 
Right now I’m a senior in high school. My 
favorite subject is World History. I’m 
planning to attend Penn State University for 
Communication Sciences and Disorders to be 

a speech/audio 
pathologist.  
Q. Other hobbies? 
Aside from stamp 
collecting and 
beekeeping, I like to knit 
& crochet, write (I have a 
blog), practice my 
photography skills, spin 
yarn, read, and relax 
with my family. 
 
Autumn’s 
reflections from AmeriStamp 
Expo... 

I made  a lot of memories at 
the AmeriStamp Expo in January. I met 
many new people and learned many 
new things, but my most favorite 
moment was when I met my sponsor, 
Bill Raible. 

I spent Thursday 
afternoon with Bill at the 
YPLF booth, setting up and 
chatting about stamps. Bill 
taught me a lot about covers 
and dealing stamps. I learned 
about the different types of 
cachets and about the artists 
that designed them. Bill also 

told me about the 
inner workings of a 
dealer booth- 
especially about how 
important it is to 
stay organized and 
to know your stock. 
I might not be in the Dealer 
Track, but now I know more 
about what kind of work 

goes into dealing stamps. 

What impressed and made me 
the happiest was how much Bill and I 
share the love of helping children start 
collecting stamps. We talked for a long 

time about ways to help kids get 
started, and what kinds of stamps are 
the easiest for kids to start collecting. 
We talked at length about beginning 
philatelists and what it was like to be a 
beginner. Bill has a passion for helping 
children that I both admire and respect. 

Overall, my time at the AmeriStamp 
Expo was superb. I learned so much 
more about different aspects of 
philately that I hadn’t known before; 
and I met so many wonderful people at 
this show. But most of all- what put the 
icing on the cake- was becoming 
friends with Bill Raible.  

(Continued from page 1) 

I n t e r v i e w ,  C O N T .  

Thank you for your donations to YPLF! 

Autumn with 
YPLF donor 
and sponsor, 
Bill Raible.  
Bill has do-
nated enough 
to have naming 
rights of a 
Fellow and 
Autumn is the 
William Raible 
Fellow. 

Autumn enjoys the banquet with APS member Wayne 
Dow of Texas.  The banquet is an opportunity to 
make new acquaintances. 
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 Katie Vasicek, 
Schuyler Rumsey 
Fellow, Class or 
2013 

The stamp show in 
Louisville, Kentucky was my first experi-
ence at an APS AmeriStamp show. It 
held many new and exciting opportuni-
ties for me. For the first time I was able 
to work as a dealer while establishing 
personal one on one relationships with 
potential customers and buyers. At times 
when Casey and Autumn had other obli-
gations, I would run the YPLF booth all 
by myself. This was quite the experience 
for me being solely in charge. My biggest 
fear was not knowing the answer to a 
customer's question and having no one to 
consult.  A couple of times there were 
seven potential buyers at the booth. I 
enjoyed the challenge of constantly mak-
ing sure everyone had the proper boxes 
they wanted to look through and handle 
the sales aspect of the process.   

I feel that now having more dealer ex-
perience, I can better understand what it 
takes to be a stamp dealer and all of the 
details that are very important to be suc-
cessful in this business. It was an inspira-
tion to meet people that took an interest 
in why I collect stamps. The positive 
atmosphere of the AmeriStamp show 
was quite encouraging. 

Andrew Shaw, 
Class of 2011 

AmeriStamp Expo 
was unlike many 
other stamp shows. I 
met up with two 

YPLF Alumni, Tim Hodge and David 
McKinney, in central Virginia and we 
drove to Louisville. Gretchen had the 
three of us film different seminars and 
workshops throughout the show to even-
tually put up on the APS web site for 
people to see who could not make the 
show or were busy while a presentation 

A P S  A m e r i S t a m p  E x p o  R e f l e c t i o n s  

was happening.  I filmed the First Day Cere-
mony of the Wedding Cake stamp where 
the National Postal Museum staff revealed 
the new Inverted Jenny Souvenir Sheet and 
the future digitization of U.S. Postal Docu-
ments. The days flew by as it usually does at 
a stamp show. In the evenings all of the Fel-
lows went out to dinner and to the pool. 
These times at the stamp show are some of 
the best because all of us can talk and have a 
good time. 

 Filming the different events was a fantastic 
idea as this will allow other people who 
were not in the room to hear the seminars 
and gave me the opportunity to see some 
seminars that I would not have picked to go 
to otherwise. During the show, I also saw 
the wonderful exhibits and helped out as a 
dealer at the YPLF booth.  It was great to 
see the other Fellows, dealers, Gretchen, 
Alex, and many other people from the APS. 
I am looking forward to seeing other Fel-
lows at Springpex and NAPEX this year as 
well as in Milwaukee! 

A m e r i S t a m p  E x p o  P h o t o s  

David McKinney, Jay Bigalke, & An-
drew Shaw enjoy the banquet. 

Casey Cook & Alex Gill with YPLF Board 
member Denise Stotts. 

David finds stamps and new friends. 

All of the Fellows still at the show 
pose with APS President Wade Saadi 
and YPLF Founder Alex Haimann 
after the Awards Banquet. Casey Cook with YPLF Mentor 

Michael Ball of A to Z Stamp & Coin. 
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Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship Advisory Board: 
Don Chenevert, Jr., Advisory Board Chairperson ● Chenevert.Illinois@gmail.com  
Alex Haimann, YPLF Founder ● bretalex1@aol.com 
Denise Stotts, Donor Liaison and Chief Editor ● stottsjd@swbell.net 
James Weigant, FaceBook Coordinator ● jamesweigant@sbcglobal.net 
Jimmy Tian, Alumni Coordinator ●  j.tian2012@gmail.com 
Gretchen Moody, APS Director of Education ● gretchen@stamps.org/814-933-3810 
Janet Houser, YPLF Treasurer ● jehouser@stamps.org 

www.stampfellowship.org 

 
See us on Facebook 

Search: 
Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship 

To receive this newsletter via 
email only, please contact 
Gretchen Moody, gretchen 

@stamps.org 

A l u m n i  n e w s  

  James Chenevert, Class of 
2010, shares his activities as a 
collector and a busy teenager. 

 “I keep up 
with current 
philatelic 
events through 
various stamp 
journals in-
cluding the 
AAPE's Phila-

telic Exhibitor. I am continuing to 
gather materials for my expanded 
exhibit on Security Features. I also 
plan to write a pamphlet summariz-
ing all of the earlier research I did 
as I prepared my exhibit.” 

I am actively involved in Boy 
Scouts and have held several leader-
ship positions in Troop 88 including 
patrol leader, assistant patrol leader, 
junior assistant Scoutmaster and 
Chaplain’s Aide. I am finishing up 
my last merit badge to qualify for 
the rank of Eagle Scout. I anticipate 
earning the rank this spring. I also 
work to help the younger Scouts 
understand skills and requirements 
for advancing through the ranks and 
serve as a Scout member of Boards 

of Review for Scouts seeking rank 
advancement. 

Outside of Scouting, I am a Junior 
at Dunlap High School. I am active 
in the Dunlap Eagles Band 
(marching, pep and concert) and 
Master Chorale.  In addition, I am a 
member of the Robotics team (this 
year and last year) and performed in 
the DHS musical “All Shook Up!”. 

 

Alex Gill, USPCS Fellow, Class 
of 2012, published an article in 
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp 
Clubs’ newsletter, Across the 
Fence, Feb. 2013 on the Harding 
issue, beginning with Scott 610.  

Read excerpts 
here: 

“Some presi-
dents are 
looked upon 
with admira-

tion and grace, while others 
don’t win the popularity of the 
public. One of our own presi-
dents, Warren Harding, ‘looked 

presidential’ in the eyes of 
Americans in part to his hand-
some, friendly, and generous 
personality. “ 

“The rarest variety is Scott 613. 
Very little information is known 
about this type and only 43 ex-
amples are known to exist. This 
variety is easily confused with 
Scott 610 because of the similari-
ties in perforations. However, 
613 was unearthed when some 
rotary press sheet stamps of the 
typical 1921 and 1923 stamps 
were perforated 11x11 in-stead 
of 10x10. “ 

“Collectors of these stamps also 
were intent on acquiring pre-
canceled varieties. The black ink 
used to print the stamps makes 
it difficult to read the black ink 
used on many of the precancels, 
which can also be found with 
blue, green, red, and yellow ink. 
An assortment of positions of the 
cancels can be found: inverted, 
vertical, and horizontal. “ 


