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 October 29, 2015
Dear YPLF Supporter,

We have just started our seventh class of the Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship 
program! Since 2009, generous supporters like you have been transforming the lives of 
young collectors and the APS. Thank you for what you have done and hopefully, what 
you will be doing.

In this latest edition of the YPLF donor newsletter edition, you will see how your 
investment has brought the next generation of collectors to the hobby today. Altogether, 
13 current, future, and returning YPLF alum representing every class to date joined us 
in Grand Rapids.

It was not just their presence, but their contributions to every aspect of the show 
that mattered. Whether they were raising money selling stamps and covers, appraising 
collections off the street at Stamps in Your Attic, or welcoming newcomers to the 
hobby at the Stamp Buddy booth, our YPLF participants worked tirelessly to represent 
the APS and our hobby. Fortunately, we also made sure they had time to join in all the 
exciting elements of StampShow and meet fellow collectors.

The strength of our hobby is the overwhelming sense of community and that is true of young people we 
have grown through YPLF. We are watching the next generation of community leaders take shape right before 
our eyes. 

How often can you transform someone’s life? Through this program, we can bring in these exceptional 
young philatelists and take their collecting higher levels. Without the generosity of donors like you, there is no 
way any of this would be possible — so on behalf of the young men and women who have benefitted from this 
program, thank you!

Enjoy the newsletter and please join us again this year by matching your last donation or consider an even 
higher level of support. You can also become a sponsor, a mentor, recruiter, or promoter of the YPLF program. 
With your help, we can make the future of philately brighter and more energetic than ever before. Thank you 
again for your continued support.

 Sincerely,

 Scott D. English
 Executive Director

Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship
American Philatelic Society
100 Match Factory Place
Bellefonte, PA  16823
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Austin Foo, Exhibitor Track, Senior Fellow (Howard Hotchner Fellow)
Cheerful, easygoing, and neat, Austin Foo is the Howard Hotchner Fellow of the 2016 

Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship program. Foo currently attends the Georgia Institute of 
Technology, School of Civil Engineering in Atlanta, Georgia. His collecting interests include 
Malaysia/Malaya, recent issues of Latin America, Trucial States/British Gulf and the topical of 
mail conveyance, mail carriers, post office, mailboxes, etc.

Foo’s first interest in stamps came as a child when he sneaked peeks at his father’s extensive 
collection of Malaya/Malaysian first-day covers. Then, he attended a water puppets show while 
on vacation in Vietnam. Right after, he purchased souvenir stamps depicting water puppets 
and has considered himself a collector from that day forward. Austin soon began visiting local stamp shops, building his 
collection and developing friendships with both dealers and fellow collectors.

This young philatelist was born in Kansas, but moved with his parents to their native Malaysia when he was 3 years 
old. Austin returned to the United States to attend college in 2012. He currently holds memberships in several philatelic 
organizations, including the APS, the American Topical Association, the Philatelic Society of Malaysia, the Guayaquil 
Philatelic Club (Ecuador), and Malaya Study Group. Austin enjoys using social media such as Stampboard, Stamp 

Community Forum, and Facebook to connect with fellow philatelists.
Austin describes philately as a, “hobby of collecting stamps in an 

orderly fashion, with certain amount of research done on it.” Owning 
more than 100 catalogs, he certainly has the resources to study and 
explore philatelic artifacts. His research skills have allowed him to 
become a thoughtful, well-informed consumer with the hopes of 
someday editing a catalog for Malaysian stamps.

This YPLF Fellow enjoys stamps depicting postal activity. One 
such item in Austin’s collection is an official post office cacheted 
cover that was converted for official usage (indicated by “Urusan Pos,” 

translated to English as “On Postal Service”) that depicts a puzzled postman 
drawn by the famous Malaysian cartoonist Lat. Coincidentally, the cover is a 

retoured cover. A favorite comment Austin received described his collection as, “A very neat and comprehensive collection 
with related topical (mailmen) stamps from almost every country.”

Austin is very proud to have been chosen as a YPLF Fellow and is eager to experience U.S. philately from a unique 
perspective, as American philately and the philatelic culture in the United States are two areas that Austin would like to 
explore in more depth. Additionally, he is looking forward to the support that the YPLF program can provide for his future 
exhibiting goal of developing his extensive topical collection into exhibits.

T hank you to John Hotchner for sponsoring Austin’s fellowship in honor of his father, Howard Hotchner. 
Through this generous donation of $5,000 a young philatelist will have a chance to become more involved in 

the hobby. Hotchner believes that it is through involvement in collecting that, “we can enrich our lives in undreamed 
ways”, dreams that he realized because his father cared to get him started.

Truth Muller, Dealer Track, Junior Fellow (Donald and Bonnie Lee Fellow)
Curious, creative, and energetic, Truth Muller is the Donald and Bonnie Lee Fellow of the 

2016 Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship program. Muller, 15, is a home-schooled high school 
junior from Rock Hill, New York. He plans to study marine biology, particularly ocean life, 
in college. Muller is a member of the Youth Collector’s Club of NYC and counts among his 
collecting interests the topics of birds, aquatic wildlife, assorted covers, full sheets, revenues, 
commemoratives, and oddities. His most prized philatelic items are full sheets of the 1998 32-
cent Organ and Tissue Donation stamps, signed by the illustrator (who just happens to be a 
family friend). It is not often that a youth collector can confidently say that he has such a unique 
philatelic item!

Muller started collecting when he was 6 after an uncle gave him a packet of 100 worldwide 
stamps and a stock book as a gift. The word spread that Truth was a collector so a volunteer at the New York Public Library 
where his mother works stepped forward to provide guidance and support to the budding philatelist. “Mr. Allen Hoffman, 
was himself a stamp collector, and a member of The Collector’s Club of NYC,” wrote Muller in his YPLF essay. “He taught 

Cacheted cover from Foo’s extensive  
topical collection of postal activities.
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me many of the basics of stamp collecting, invited me to join the YSCA, and had 
me attend my first stamp show. … There were so many millions of stamps in that 
building. [My collection of 500 stamps] could have vanished into the incredible 
multitude … without a rustle.”

That first stamp show provided visual evidence to this young collector of the 
scope of the stamp collecting hobby and Truth was hooked. He loved learning 
about countries of which he had no knowledge and spent hours looking for 
countries on his globe and researching their histories. “I soon saw that stamps 
were more than just a way to mail a letter,” he wrote. “They were snapshots of 
dozens of currencies, hundreds of nations, thousands of people, places and 
events from all corners of the globe and parts of history.” 

Truth describes philately as, “a way to explore the world without leaving the 
house … without the help of H.G. Wells’ time machine … and it’s far more fun 
than doing a Google search!” 

Muller enjoys sharing his knowledge with others. He has taught a class 
on the basics of stamp collecting to the members of his 4-H club and was the 
keynote speaker at the NY Collector’s Club annual meeting, the philatelic accomplishment of which he is most proud. 
After completing his presentation at the Collector’s Club, several notable members examined the prized items from 
his collection and shared information about several of them. One dealer told him that one of his space covers was, in 
fact, a handmade and unique item. However, it was the numerous compliments he received that made this event truly a 
noteworthy experience.

Truth has chosen the YPLF Dealer Track, not necessarily because he plans to become a dealer, but so he can learn 
more about the hobby. He wants to learn how to better care for and store his collection, to better understand what it is that 
makes stamps valuable, to feel confident when identifying stamps, and to be able to sell or trade his stamps with others 
who will “give them good homes.”

T hank you to James Lee for sponsoring Truth’s fellowship in honor of his parents, Donald and Bonnie Lee. As a 
full-time professional philatelist for the past 25+ years, Jim passionately states, “I owe this wonderful lifetime 

experience that I so enjoy to my parents.” Jim’s generous donation of $5,000 will provide the monetary resources for 
engaging and exposing a young philatelist to the extensive stamp collecting community helping to develop the next 
generation of collectors and dealers. 

Evan Schlosser, Author Track, Junior Fellow (U.S. Philatelic Classics Society Fellow)
Ambitious, organized, and a natural-born leader, Evan Schlosser is the U.S. Philatelic 

Classics Society Fellow of the 2016 Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship program. Schlosser, 
15, is in his sophomore year at Notre Dame High School in Lawrenceville, New Jersey. His 
collecting interests include French colonies, British Commonwealth, and philatelic history. The 
best compliment he ever received about his stamp collection was from a neighbor and teacher 
who said that the collection was “beautifully organized.”

Stamp collecting has been Evan’s passion since he was 6 years old when he found stamps 
depicting figures from the Revolutionary War in his Christmas stocking. Stamps have served 
to fuel his interests in history, geography, economics, and politics. Evan would like his YPLF 
experience in the author track to enable him to further explore these interests and provide him 
with opportunities for sharing his insights through his writing.

In this Junior Fellow’s relatively short time as a collector, Schlosser has prompted friends and relatives to share 
stamps with him, learned from fellow collectors and stamp dealers, attended stamp shows, and become proficient in 
soaking, sorting and storing stamps. He even transformed half of his closet into a stamp office, with a self-designed 
stamp desk, from which he ran a thriving online stamp business, “Closet Stamps.” Due to his very busy high school 
commitments (debate team, model U.N. team, mock trial team, and peer leadership program), plus volunteer 
commitments at a soup kitchen and to a local political campaign, Evan closed his business.

Evan describes philately as a means for “preserving and showcasing the history of economic, political, and social 
aspects of the different nations that exist and have existed.” He cites his proudest philatelic moments as (1) being 
accepted as a YPLF Fellow; and (2) having established and operated his “Closet Stamp” business, an undertaking which 
involved; acquiring a stock of stamps, learning how to identify stamps using the Scott catalogs, listing all stock on an 

Illustrator signed full-sheet 
from Muller’s collection.
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internet marketplace, setting shipping, tax, and insurance rates; sending out orders, 
and dealing with customers.

Evan hopes to meet other philatelists of his own age during his year as a YPLF 
Fellow. Additionally, he anticipates learning about the hobby from established 
professionals and experiencing the opportunity to combine his loves of writing, 
philately, and history to tell the story behind the stamps. He welcomes the unique 
opportunities offered by YPLF to contribute to a field that has given him much 
personal enjoyment and intellectual growth.

T hank you to the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society for sponsoring Evan’s 
fellowship. The USPCS describes the sponsorship as an investment 

in future members of the organization’s Board of Directors and officers. This 
generous donation of $5,000 serves to cement the society’s reputation as a 
pivotal leader in organized philately, one that supports stamp collecting among 
young people.

YPLF Represented at USPS  
Stamp Ceremony in NYC

On October 23, YPLF fellow Evan Schlosser participated 
in the first-day-of-issue ceremony for the new United States 
Geometric Snowflakes forever stamps. “I really think what 
continues to pique my interest in stamp collecting is the 
variety and attractiveness of stamps and the motivation to 
learn something new,” said Evan during his speech. “The new 
Geometric Snowflakes stamps are a perfect example of this.” 
He also explained how the YPLF program 
works and about his collecting interests. After 
the ceremony Evan signed autographs with the 
other participants of the event.

The first-day ceremony took place during 
the fall National Postage Stamp Show hosted 
by the American Stamp Dealers Association. 
During Evan’s visit to the show he also had the 
opportunity to meet Thanawat Amnajanan, 
the new chief of the United Nations Postal 
Administration.

Evan’s “Closet Stamp” business 
headquarters.

Evan with the new United 
States Snowflakes stamps 
(photos above) and Evan 
with the UNPA chief (left).


