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What is the cost of the program?
Travel, lodging, and meal expenses for each Fellow 
are paid for by the American Philatelic Society. A meal 
stipend is provided for an accompanying parent or 
guardian (for Fellows who are not yet 18 years old).  
Members of the Society donate funds to the YPLF 
program and without their generous support; the 
program would not be possible.

Who can apply?
All young adult philatelists between the ages of 16 
and 24 are eligible for the YPLF program. To apply for 
the YPLF Class of 2019, applicants must be at least 
16 years of age but may not be older than 24 as of 
August 1, 2018. 

How do I apply?
Complete an application form, write an essay, and 
obtain two letters of recommendation. Finalists will be 
interviewed by a team of judges.  

Application materials can be downloaded at:   
http://stamps.org/Young-Philatelic-Leaders. 

All application materials for the Class of 2019 Young 
Philatelic Leaders Fellowship must be postmarked by 
May 15, 2018, and should be sent to:  

American Philatelic Society 
YPLF Selection Committee 
100 Match Factory Place 

Bellefonte, PA, 16823

My first 
stamp show “opened my 

eyes to many opportunities in the 
philatelic world. I was able to learn about 

stamps and covers, interact with and meet new 
people, learn new lingo, visit society booths, and 

attend a first day of issue ceremony.” 

Grace Rogansky, Class of 2018

Fellows will be selected by May 31, 2018. 

YPLF Class of 2019 programming begins in 
August, 2018.

Creating philatelic leaders  
of tomorrow by connecting them 
with the leaders of the philatelic 

world today



YPLF Fellows 
The Next Generation of Philatelic Leaders

The Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship (YPLF) 
program connects young stamp collectors between 
the ages of 16 and 24 with knowledgeable philatelic 
leaders and provides access to unique learning 
experiences.

What is YPLF?
The Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship program 
was founded by the American Philatelic Society in 
2009 to identify and support the best and brightest 
aspiring young philatelists. The program coordinates 
and funds transportation to, lodging during, and 
activities for enthusiastic collectors chosen to 
participate in the program at APS national shows, 
the Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum, and the 
American Philatelic Center 

What is the goal of YPLF?
It is the goal of the Young Philatelic Leaders 
Fellowship to create philatelic leaders of tomorrow 
by connecting them with the leaders of the philatelic 
world today.

What do Fellows do?
During an intensive, year-long journey through the 
world of collecting, YPLF Fellows will visit the most 
exciting places in United States philately with other 
similarly enthusiastic young stamp collectors.  

Fellows will travel to:
• 2 APS StampShowS

• ameriStamp expo

• American Philatelic Center and/or
• Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum

During the fellowship year Fellows will:
• Receive a one-year free APS membership
• Meet and make friends with Fellows and alumni  

Fellows
• Choose a track upon which to focus a year of study
• Learn from an adult mentor and other philatelic  

leaders

• Complete and present a research project on a chosen 
philatelic topic

• Sell stamps and covers in the YPLF booth at APS 
shows

• Support youth education efforts in the “Discovery Cove” 
youth area at APS shows

• Interact with stamp collectors from around the United 
States

Sample Schedule  
for 2019 YPLF Class

August, 2018: The first meeting of the 2019 
YPLF Class will occur at the APS StampShow 
in Columbus, Ohio.  

September, 2018–February, 2019: Fellows will 
work with their assigned mentors to complete 
their first set of assignments. 

February, 2019: Fellows will attend the APS 
ameriStamp expo in Mesa, Arizona. 

Spring, 2019: Fellows will visit the Smithsonian‘s 
National Postal Museum and/or the American 
Philatelic Center. 

August, 2019: The fellowship will conclude at the 
APS StampShow in Omaha, Nebraska, where 
Fellows will present their work, “graduate” from 
the program, and become YPLF Alums. 

What is a Fellowship Track?
Upon acceptance into the 
YPLF program, Fellows choose 
a specific track upon which to 
focus their year of study. In each 
track, Fellows work with mentors 
to learn more about exhibiting 
stamps, covers, and philatelic 
materials (Exhibitor Track), writing 
about philately (Author Track), 

designing philatelic material (Designer Track), 
becoming a stamp dealer (Dealer Track), or 
creating a museum-style exhibit (Curator Track). 
A year-long project is produced from within the 
chosen track and a presentation at StampShow 
2019 will culminate the experience.

Sample Author Track Activities
 • Choose a philatelic topic and write an article for 
    publication in a philatelic magazine

 • Create a multimedia presentation on a philatelic 
    topic

Sample Curator Track Activities
 • Analyze actual museum exhibits
 • Create and display an exhibit

Sample Dealer Track Activities
• Learn how stamps and other philatelic  

materials are valued
• Create a presentation on the best way to  

market philatelic material

Sample Designer Track 
Activities

• Create hand drawn cachets
• Design cachets using digital 

resources
• Display philatelic artwork at a 

national stamp show

Sample Exhibitor Track Activities
 • Choose a stamp topic and build a philatelic 
    exhibit that tells its story

 • Display an exhibit at StampShow

Visiting the American Philatelic Center was 
a dream come true. I wrote in my YPLF 
application “…the Young Philatelic Leaders 
Fellowship feels like a wide-open door, 
beckoning me to delve into the very heart of 
the philatelic community.” And, sure enough, 
that’s exactly what this opportunity has turned 
out to be. Although I meant “delve into the very 
heart…” as figurative, I realize you can’t get 
closer the heart of philately than the American 
Philatelic Center itself. 

 Ian Hunter, Class of 2017


