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Introduction 

In a 1947 Airpost Journal article Richard Singley (1) wrote of a June 25, 1946 ceremony 

held at LaGuardia Airport in which Pan American Airways (PAA) was commended for a job 

well done during the war. Some, up to that time, unknown information was revealed at that 

ceremony concerning some of the work done. Singley wrote that the “Veil has been lifted” in 

anticipation of more information about the war effort. Despite that anticipation, much of that 

information was not released until PAA went out of business in 1991 and some of its files were 

cataloged and stored at the University of Miami Richter Library (2). Since these materials 

became available, a number of great research pieces have been published, but there seemed to be 

some gaps. In the spring of 2012 I found for the first time a considerable amount of information 

about these wartime operations. This included unpublished books about the operations as well as 

hidden operations timetables and the very special trip summaries – enough to fill a 423-page 

book (3) with just some of it. There are many stories to tell from that experience. 

More very pertinent information has been found at the U.S. Army Center of Military History 

and Ft. McNair in Washington, DC and at Carlisle, PA as well as the Air Force Historical 

Research Agency at Maxwell Air Force Base, AL. The reports found at these libraries (4, 5) hold 

the histories of the Air Transport Command (ATC) and the history of mail handling in Africa by 

the Middle East and Asia wing of the ATC. 

One of the very interesting stories describes the building of the seaplane port for the Boeing 

314 flying boats. This base became known as Fisherman’s Lake (more properly known as Lake 

Piso) in Liberia. Note that PAA uniformly called the ports it built for the flying boats “seaplane” 

ports. One report, by Ray Coloord (6), found in the PAA Special Collection was a lengthy report 

of these efforts. The report thankfully includes details of the amounts of cargo and mail that 



passed through Fisherman’s Lake. A number of other reports found in the special collection 

complement this one. That port became the center of activity in 1942 and 1943. The port was 

served by PAA-Africa to Accra, Gold Coast using the land airport known as Benson Field that 

was built on the site. 

The commercial PAA flying boat routes used Fisherman’s Lake (FSH) through 1945 and 

perhaps occasionally in 1946. The ATC and the Army Ferry Command used Fisherman’s Lake 

for a shuttle of materials, mail and passengers between Natal, Brazil and Fisherman’s Lake and 

then  through Accra to the rest of the world. In May 1943 these shuttles were ended. 

By the summer of 1943 the Boeing 314 flying boats had been made almost obsolete by the 

newer Douglas C54 and other aircraft so the base became a bit less important for the military. 

Fisherman’s Lake continued to be used on commercial flying boat routes. The Army and PAA 

operated the C54s and other land-based aircraft. ATC took over most of the routes operated by 

PAA and other contractors in the fall of 1944. 

In the meantime, efforts were being made to restart the route to Leopoldville, Belgian Congo 

through Fisherman’s Lake. This route restarted in a very limited way in September 1944 but 

ended tragically with the crash of the China Clipper at Trinidad on January 8, 1945. 

The latest record for a Boeing 314 visit to Fisherman’s Lake is a cargo manifest from the 

flying boat NC18606 flown by renowned Captain Marius G. Lodeesen (Captain Lodi). The 

manifest was marked “Recd.Okay, Fisherman’s Lake 4/18/46 RC.” Probably received by Ray 

Coloord himself. It was about time for him to go home. 

 

 

 



PAA-Africa the airport builder 

As early as November 2, 1940 the War Department had signed a secret contract with Pan 

American Airways to build airport facilities in the Caribbean and South America. This was a 

small part of what became a much larger operation directed by the Army’s Air Transport 

Command and the Ferries Command (5). Discussions on how to transport materials and aircraft 

to assist the British in Africa had been taking place at least as early as May 1941. PAA was 

offered the job to ferry the aircraft and set up Atlantic Airways. The first ten ferry aircraft left for 

Africa on June 21, 1941, traveling by way of Natal, Brazil, and landed in Bathurst, Gambia. 

Seven others left Miami on June 25 and 27, and the remaining three made the trip in August.  

Some of the ferry pilots carried a quantity of machine guns to Lagos, Nigeria, flying over Vichy 

French territory part of the way. These crews were returned to the U.S. by PAA (5) to continue 

the ferry operation. 

Discussions between the U.S. and British governments continued (7) and by August 12, 

1941 the U.S., the British and Pan American Airways signed contracts that amongst other things 

set up PAA-Africa to take over the entire service that the British had built, including traffic of 

cargo, mail and passengers. BOAC reserved the right to operate its own flights parallel to the 

U.S. operations. PAA Ferries was also incorporated to transport aircraft and pilots. PAA was 

provided about 20 two-engine cargo aircraft based on the Douglas DC3. Originally PAA was 

hesitant to operate north of Khartoum, Sudan since Egypt was a war zone. The PAA operations 

were expected to act like military in civilian clothes where U.S. military could not go. Once the 

U.S. entered the war, PAA moved into Egypt and developed other routes. 

Two of the airports that PAA-Africa built were Roberts Field near Monrovia and, about 50 

miles north, the base on Lake Piso known as Fisherman’s Lake. Roberts Field was an expansion 



of an airfield that Firestone had built near its rubber plantations (8, 9). A photograph by engineer 

Jim Adams (who had been carried to the area on PAA Charter #3) of the Roberts Field runway 

being leveled out of the forest might have resolved some disputes between PAA and ATC 

General George later in 1944, as we will see. 

Fisherman’s Lake is a tidal basin that has a small outlet to the Atlantic Ocean and is located 

on the northwest corner of Liberia. The lake was surrounded by jungle with small settlements. 

There was one larger town, Robertsport, Liberia near the outlet where a small mission was 

located. There was no road out of the area. Figure 1 shows a Google Earth photo of Lake Piso as 

it appears today. On the upper side of the lake there is a long dirt line that is the remains of the 

land airport that was built at the site. Figure 2, an enlargement of the same photo, shows earthen 

piers that were built for the flying boats.  

Fisherman’s Lake (aka FSH) was reportedly first observed from the air on July 11, 1941 

during a survey searching for suitable flying boat ports, and it was first inspected on the ground 

that September. The Capetown Clipper landed there on October 7 as part of Charter #4. The first 

construction crews and a cargo ship arrived and soon after December 24th. The original 

destination for these crews was Bathurst, Gambia but once the U.S. had entered the war that 

port’s proximity to Vichy French Senegal caused the crews and their cargo to be diverted while 

in mid-ocean to the new location. 

The port was originally built to handle two flights per month between Miami and 

Leopoldville, Belgian Congo on the FAM22 mail route. The thinly veiled original purpose of this 

route was to provide a possible southern route through to Egypt, the Middle East, India and Asia 

in case the Germans had taken control of the Mediterranean and Northern Africa. The first 

FAM22 trip #6001 to Leopoldville (LEO) left New York on December 6, 1941 and bypassed 



Fisherman’s Lake to stop at Bathurst (HST). By that time the Pearl Harbor attack had occurred 

and the U.S. was at war. On the return trip #6002 the Capetown Clipper stopped at Fisherman’s 

Lake on December 15, 1941 rather than Bathurst (10). 

Within days three more trips, Charters 6, 7 and 8, flew through Fisherman’s Lake and 

Leopoldville, continuing on to Calcutta, India to carry needed supplies for Cairo, Egypt and 

China (11). The cargo included air filters needed to protect the ferried aircraft from Egypt’s sand, 

and ammunition for the forces in China In February and March, flying boats flew through on 

their way to Karachi, India and Diego Garcia, a British island colony in the Indian Ocean. 

These Charters (later to be known as Special Missions) were the first of 97 such missions. 

Data is scant for many of the Special Missions and most of the FAM22 trips. The folders at U. 

Miami for the special missions range from complete manifest books to a single sheet of paper 

authorizing the trip to, in many cases, a single line on a list of missions. The FAM22 trips were 

fairly well documented if the trip also was part of a Special Mission. However, later trips were 

not documented. Fortunately someone at PAA had the presence of mind to preserve the monthly 

reports of the Fisherman’s Lake station manager from May through September 1942. These 

reports provide the dates that the Capetown Clipper, as well as other shuttle missions, arrived 

and departed from Fisherman’s Lake, Table 1. 

The trip summary documents found for the commercial PAA flying boat trips from 1939 

through the end of 1944 show the weights of mail and cargo and the number of passengers 

picked up along the routes (12). These summaries do not show the mail amounts dropped off at 

the stops. It should be noted that after these trips began to stop at African ports, the documents 

show that very little mail was picked up along these ports, Tables 2, 3, and 4. The usual amount 

of mail picked up was zero. Occasionally the mail weight was listed as 2.2 lb. (1 kg), probably 



company mail for the station manager. It was not until 1944 that significant mail was picked up 

at Dakar probably collected from Free French colonies. This suggests that most mail to and from 

Africa and eastern countries was carried by the shuttles through May 1943 and land aircraft 

operated by PAA-Africa, PAA-Africa Orient and the Army.  

Documents show that the War Department petitioned the Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) to 

extend the FAM22 route to include all of Africa and the Middle East and as far as Singapore in 

the Straits Settlements in Asia (16). The CAB informed President Roosevelt that on December 

23, 1941 it had ordered this extension in a confidential docket. We have letters between PAA 

executives dated December 1943 mentioning that PAA had never been provided with a copy of 

these documents. However, the Army ATC used this extension of the route known as FAM22 to 

carry mail throughout the region until the end of the war. 

By January 23, 1942 a new role for the big Boeing 314 flying boats had been established. 

Materials, mail and passengers would be ferried from Miami to Natal, Brazil to be shuttled to 

West Africa by four of the 314s. The first trips were operated to Lagos, Nigeria because 

Fisherman’s Lake was not ready to handle the traffic. Starting June 15, 1942 the shuttle trips 

were shortened from 2,796 miles (Lagos) to 1,880 miles to Fisherman’s Lake. PAA-Africa 

operated a route between Fisherman’s Lake and Accra, Gold Coast using two-engine versions of 

the Douglas DC3. Cargo and passengers were forwarded by the routes developed by PAA-

Africa, Figure 3. The entire operation had been expanded from the original plan of two 

transatlantic trips per month, to about 20-30 trips per month.  

The shuttle was operated by PAA and civilian crews and was supervised by the Army Ferry 

Command. The flying boats operated on a schedule (17) of five round-trip shuttles between 

Natal and Fisherman’s Lake. After those trips, the aircraft would return to the base in New York 



for maintenance. Essentially the engines had to be rebuilt after that much travel. Two manifest 

books were found for Special Missions 63 and 64 in the PAA special collection at the University 

of Miami (3) that provided a glimpse of the cargo carried on the five-trip shuttles. 

The Boeing 314 shuttle missions continued until May 18, 1943 when the Army abruptly 

cancelled the operation. The flying boats were obsolete. The flying boat shuttles are reported to 

have carried 370,000 lbs. of mail from March 1941 through April 1943. 

The PAA-Africa operation was very successful but PAA lost some friends as a result. 

Despite the contract that held PAA responsible for all the former BOAC operations, BOAC 

began to complain that PAA was carrying mail. Army commanders who had come to PAA to 

perform these operations had a change of heart. The Army militarized PAA-Africa on October 

31, 1942, and PAA-Ferries was taken over the next day. The Army ATC grew expansively 

during the war, but by autumn of 1942 it was not quite ready to absorb the operations that PAA 

had built through PAA-Africa and PAA-Ferries (14). The Army had to change its rather harsh 

tune to convince enough of the pilots, crew, mechanics, airport managers and operators, all 

civilians, to join the Army at that time. 

While the Army-supervised flying boat shuttles ended in May 1943, the commercial PAA 

flying boat routes continued to use Fisherman’s Lake as a fueling stop. By the end of 1942 the 

commercial routes 10, 12 and 14 would often include a shuttle or two across the South Atlantic 

before continuing on with the trip (12). 

 

PAA Africa-Orient Operations 

The Boeing 314 shuttle from Natal to Fisherman’s Lake was not enough to handle the 

wartime traffic. Despite the militarization of the PAA-Africa operation in October 1942, PAA 



was given another big mission. On November 10, 1942 PAA civilian pilots flew the first mission 

of five planes from Miami to Africa. Some of the planes were the new Douglas Skymaster C54s 

and some were modified B24s. The PAA Africa-Orient Division of PAA was set up to operate 

the new routes using four-engine aircraft. The route was quickly extended to Calcutta and 

Chungking, China. By early 1943 there were seven daily scheduled trips leaving in each 

direction from both Miami and Calcutta. In February the Army insisted that the trips took too 

long to reach the destinations. By the end of February the C54s were arriving at Calcutta in 3½ 

days with all required maintenance properly performed along the way. The flying boats needed 

15 days to make that trip. The route became known as the Cannonball. Another PAA civilian 

operation following similar routes with the modified B24s became known as the Fireball. The 

basic Cannonball route is shown in Figure 4. PAA Africa-Orient served numerous other 

locations with scheduled and unscheduled missions. 

The map in Figure 4 shows the operations as they were in April 1944. In January 1944 plans 

were started to move all PAA Africa-Orient operations to the North Atlantic from Miami through 

the Azores to Casablanca, Morocco. The lack of equipment in the Azores delayed that change to 

September 1944 (13). That is the PAA telling of the story. 

It is reported (5) that in the spring of 1944 General George, commander of ATC, came to 

the conclusion that only the Army could operate an efficient airline. He also became convinced 

that PAA had been fraudulently inflating costs. One example mentioned in the report was that 

PAA had charged for forest removal and grading of the runway areas at the Monrovia Roberts 

Field airport. He believed that PAA just used the existing runway that Firestone provided. The 

photo of the runway being built in 1941 (9) mentioned above might have convinced him 

otherwise. In any case the ATC began to cancel the contracts with all the contractors that 



operated in Africa, including American Airlines, Eastern Airlines, PAA and TWA. According to 

ATC accounting, by the end of the summer PAA was down to 5 of the C54s and the last 

Cannonball trip to Calcutta flew in mid-September. ATC continued to operate the African routes 

through the end of the war. At this point ATC had grown enough to easily absorb this traffic. 

All this being said, PAA reports state that by summer of 1945 PAA Africa-Orient was 

working with 155 complete flight crews. From November 1942 through January 1945 the PAA 

Africa-Orient division had carried 23,481,705 lbs. of express cargo, 89,498 passengers and 

7,135,000 lbs. of mail. The Miami to Casablanca route shown on Figure 4 was, amongst other 

purposes, a route to carry wounded soldiers to the U.S. There is some evidence in the PAA files 

that suggest that the division moved into Europe as the European war ended, but this is not well 

documented. The last PAA Africa-Orient trip landed on June 20, 1946 and the celebration was 

held at LaGuardia field on June 25, 1946. General L. S. Kuter attended that ceremony. 

 

Restart of the Route to Leopoldville as FAM18. How that happened. 

The original route from Miami to Leopoldville (known to mail enthusiasts as FAM22 and 

known to PAA as Route 6) had a special purpose, as mentioned earlier. It was to secure a 

Southern Africa route to eastern counties in the event that the Germans gained a very strong 

position in Northern Africa. Once the U.S. was at war, the War Department asked the CAB to 

extend the authorization for FAM22 to include all of Africa, the Middle East and Asia as far as 

the Straits Settlements (i.e., Singapore) (16). 

The original aircraft for that route, the Capetown Clipper, was assigned with three other 

Boeing 316s to the Natal to Fisherman’s Lake shuttle, but about once a month it would break off 

for a trip to Leopoldville. The last trip in 1942 included trips 6023 to Leopoldville and 6024 for 



the return to Miami. There were 16 flying boat trips through Leopoldville including the Special 

Missions, Table 1. 

About 400 memos dated from late 1943 through 1946 were found at the UM Library 

between PAA officials and the CAB, the Army, the Navy and other government and non-

government agencies that discussed the restart of the route. These documents will be explored in 

detail in future papers. From these documents it is clear that PAA very much wanted to restart 

the route and at times thought it was so close to obtaining permission that it issued schedules. 

However, in the end there was never an aircraft to be found that could be spared for the route and 

PAA didn’t have that many friends any more. 

In October 1943 the last remaining Martin M130, known as the China Clipper, was released 

by the Navy from its service flying the shuttle between Hawaii and San Francisco. This older 

aircraft was no match for the newer land planes that the Navy now used. There was considerable 

anticipation at PAA that this aircraft could be used “by the end of the year” for the restart of the 

Leopoldville route. However, PAA found an urgent need for this aircraft for the Miami to 

Cristobal domestic route instead. 

In one memo dated December 1943, the Army pointed out that it was sending a military 

land plane to Leopoldville about twice a month and the route could well be a civilian one. 

Another report titled “Assignment of Aircraft to AMEW (Africa Middle East Wing)” (17) 

showed that one C46 travelled between Accra and Leopoldville about once a week. 

One PAA memo pointed out that after the May 1943 end of the Natal-Fisherman’s Lake 

shuttle, the Army also ended the shuttle to Accra that PAA-Africa had started. There was no 

good way to move passengers through Fisherman’s Lake to African destinations. Eventually it 



was arranged that passengers could be carried to Monrovia Roberts Field only on a case-by-case 

petition to the local Army officer. A better way was needed. 

During the next nine months the War Department determined that the route was no longer 

needed for national defense and the CAB revoked PAA’s certification for the part of FAM22 to 

Leopoldville. The CAB did not revoke the secret certification to ATC for the “route” through to 

Singapore. PAA spent considerable effort obtaining testimony from Congressmen, businessmen, 

missionaries and the Post Office to regain permission. The Army and Navy considered the 

Leopoldville route to be military, since it had been originally supervised by the Army. PAA and 

the Post Office wanted it to be civilian. PAA wanted the route at least in part to have a foothold 

in Africa once the war was over. The Post Office wanted a direct U.S. route into Southern Africa 

to avoid the backlog of mail to that part of the world. The Post Office responded, at least in part, 

by revoking the FAM22 moniker and renaming the Leopoldville route as the commercial 

FAM18 (15), partially in hopes that the route would be considered to be civilian by the CAB. In 

the end the route was supervised by the Navy as a civilian route but operated by the PAA Eastern 

Division that normally handled routes to and from South America. 

The Navy, which had purchased the flying boats and supervised the PAA commercial 

Atlantic routes since the beginning of the war, abruptly cancelled its contracts with PAA for the 

Atlantic routes in December 1944, leaving PAA as an almost independent civilian company (the 

military continued to exercise some control over passenger lists and cargo that was allowed on 

board for several more months). This suggests that if PAA had waited until late December 1944, 

it might have had considerably less trouble getting the route restarted. 

In the end the CAB restated its order to allow PAA to fly between Monrovia (Fisherman’s 

Lake) and Leopoldville, but without a stop at Lagos. At the same time the Post Office and PAA 



had some misunderstandings and the Post Office responded by allowing PAA to carry mail to 

Liberia and the Belgian Congo only. The Post Office insisted that ATC was to continue to handle 

all other mail. The CAB then went a few steps further by refusing to allow passengers until PAA 

had built new Aerodromes at Fisherman’s Lake and at Leopoldville, despite the fact that the 

existing facilities had been successfully and continuously used since they were built in 1942. 

The survey trip was scheduled for September 13, 1944 to make the entire trip, but it had to 

be cancelled when one or more of the fuel tanks were found to be corroded. Schedules were 

printed three times with modifications of the trip times, but the first trip, flown from Miami on 

September 12, 1944, was not in any of the schedule modifications. That trip arrived at 

Leopoldville on September 25th and returned to Miami on October 2nd. No news reports can be 

found of the trip, and no first-flight covers were carried. No records seem to have been published 

for the following trips. However, as with the 1942 trips, someone had the foresight to preserve in 

PAA files the monthly reports, September through December 1944, of the Fisherman’s Lake 

manager, which noted when the China Clipper arrived and departed that port, Table 5. Trips two 

through seven were operated without passengers based on the notes in those reports. For the 

eighth trip it appears that passengers were allowed only for the Miami to Natal to Fisherman’s 

Lake segment. That eighth trip was the one that crashed on arrival at Trinidad on January 8, 1945 

and it carried passengers, some of whom were missionaries. Twenty-three passengers and crew 

were killed in the crash. There were seven survivors, including the pilot and the first officer. 

Letters in the PAA files indicate that PAA worked all angles to obtain permission to 

continue the route with other aircraft, but no aircraft were available. Attempts to suggest that a 

civilian flying boat make an occasional trip from Fisherman’s Lake to Leopoldville were 



rejected. A year later in January 1946 PAA restarted the route using Douglas DC4 aircraft (19) 

that were then available after the war on both sides of the world had ended. 

 

Summary 

The history of the wartime efforts of the Army ATC and its contractors, including PAA, 

centers around an unexpected seaplane port built in the jungle that became known as 

Fisherman’s Lake. At times the port was the center of all the activity. At times it was primarily a 

refueling stop and the aviation radio center for that part of West Africa. Today it appears to be a 

resort area. 

The story was largely unknown until documents were found in U.S. Army records and the 

PAA special collection at the University of Miami. Considerably more information about the air 

transport and air mail operations has been found in recent months. These will be the source of 

upcoming articles. 

In addition, some PAA memos have cleared up the problem of why the mail route to 

Leopoldville was changed from FAM22 to FAM18. 

In summary the records found provide a glimpse of the amounts of passengers, air cargo and 

air mail carried by PAA operations across the Atlantic during the war years. This is certainly a 

fraction of the total considering that the ATC and other contractors also contributed to the job.  

PAA Service Air Mail (lbs.) Air Express (lbs) Passengers 
PAA Atlantic 
Commercial Routes 
May 1939-December 1944 

7,579,547 1,059,498 27,764 

South Atlantic B314 Shuttle 
February 1942-May 1943 

370,000 3,00,500 ---- 

PAA Africa Orient 
November 1942-January 1945 

7,1,135,100 23,481,705 89,498 
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Table 1 
Capetown Clipper Route 6 Trips 1941 and 1942 

Route 6 
Trips 

Leave NY FSH 
Eastbound 

Leopoldville FSH 
Westbound 

Return 
NY 

Notes 

6001/6002 6 Dec. 41 9 Dec 41 
NAT-HST 

12 Dec. 41 15 Dec 41 17 Dec 41 NAT to Bathurst eastbound 
Skip Bathurst on return 

Charter 6 20 Dec 41 23 Dec 41 25 Dec 41 
 6 Jan 42 

 
8 Jan 42 

 
9 Jan 42 

To Calcutta 
LOS-NAT on return 

Charter 7 26 Dec 41 29 Dec 41 1 Jan 42 
8 Jan 42 Lagos

 
9 Jan 42 

 
12 Jan 42 

To Calcutta Skip Leo on 
return 
LOS-NAT on return 

Charter 8 30 Dec 41 1 Jan 42 2 Jan 42 
15 Jan 42 

 
16 Jan 42 

 
18 Jan 42 

To Calcutta 

6003/6004 
Charter 10 

18 Jan 42 22 Jan 42 24 Jan 42 
? Jan 42 

?  
8 Feb 42 

To Karachi 

6005/6006/ 
Charter 16 

22 Feb 42 25 Feb 42 1 Mar 42 
23 Mar 42 

 
24 Mar 42 

 
26 Mar 42

To Diego Garcia 
Return LEO-LOS-NAT 

6007/6008 12 Apr 42 14 Apr 42 
19 Apr 42 

?  
21 Apr 42 

? 1st Natal to Fisherman Lk 
Shuttle 

6009/6010 5 May 42 12 May 42 
18 May 42 

? 16 May 42 
21 May 42 

 
24 May 42

2 shuttles 

6011/6012 28 May 42 5 Jun 42 ? 7 Jun 42 ? No shuttles 

6013/6014 ? 18 June 42 
24 June 42 
26 June 42 

? 22 June 42 
25 June 42 
27 June 42 

? 3 Shuttles? 

6015/6016 6 Jul 42 9 Jul 42 
16 Jul 42 
19 Jul 42 

 
 

14 Jul 42 
17 Jul 42 
21 Jul 42 

? 3 Shuttles? 

6017/6018 5 Aug 42 14 Aug 42 
17 Aug H 

? 16 Aug 42 
19 Aug H 

? 2 shuttles 
SM H 

6019/6020 30 Aug 42 2 Sept 42 
7 Sept 42 G 
10 Sept G 

? ? 
7 Sept 42 G 
13 Sept 42 G

? 3 shuttles? 
Listed as 6019/SM G 

6021/6022 22 Sept 42 25 Sept 42 
1 Oct SM F 

?  30 Sept 42 
3 Oct SM F 

? 2 shuttles 
SM F 

6023/6024 17 Oct 42 ? ? ? 3 Nov 42 2 shuttles 

Note: Fisherman’s Lake to Natal dates taken from series of reports from Fisherman’s Lake manager May 
to Nov. 1942. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
                              Table 2 
    Mail Picked up on Commercial Routes 1942 

1942  BLO  HST  DAK  FSH 

Jan         

Feb  8.8  315     

Mar  4.4  13.2     

Apr  2.2  4.4     

May  2.2       

Jun  28.6  340    309 

Jul        156.6 

Aug         

Sep         

Oct  2.2      168.6 

Nov         

Dec         

 
 
                           Table 3 
    Mail Picked up on Commercial Routes 1943 

1943  BLO  HST  DAK  FSH 

Jan  6.6    2.2   

Feb  4.4      4.4 

Mar  4.4      5655 

Apr  2.2      470 

May        6.6 

Jun  2.2       

Jul  2.2      44.8 

Aug        8.8 

Sep  2.2       

Oct  2.2      2.2 

Nov  2.2    4.89  17.5 

Dec  2.2      2596 

 
 
 
 
 



                           Table 4 
     Mail Picked up on Commercial Routes 1944 

1944  BLO  HST  DAK  FSH 

Jan  8.8      6.6 

Feb  2.2    5256  11 

Mar  2.2    2206  2.2 

Apr      489   

May        2.2 

Jun  2.2      575 

Jul  2.2      2.2 

Aug  4.2      11 

Sep  283      6.8 

Oct  81.2    80  260 

Nov  14.2  196  399  40 

Dec  4    575  188.2 

45 Jan      910   

 
 

Table 5 
China Clipper trips through Fisherman’s Lake to Leopoldville September 1944 through January 1945 

Trip Miami Fisherman’s 
Lake 

Leopoldville Fisherman’s 
Lake 

Miami Notes 

Practice  8/2/44     Miami-San Juan-
Miami 

Survey      Sept. 13 Survey 
Canceled-repairs 

1 9/21/44 9/25/44 9/25-27/44 9/29-30/44* 10/2/44 First Survey  
(note 1)*Fuel tank 
maintenance delay 

2 ? 10/14/44 ? 10/17/44 ? Second Survey (note 
2) Hurricane 

3 ? 10/31/44 ? 11/3/44* ? *14-hr. maintenance 
delay 

4 ? 11/3/44 ? 11/14-17/44* ? *4-day maintenance 
delay 

5 ? 11/28/44 ? 12/1/44 ? (note 3) 
6 ? 12/12/44 ? 12/16/44 ? (note 4) 
7 ? 12/29/44 ? 12/31/44- 

 1/1/45 
? (note 5) 

8 1/8/45 ? ? ? ? Crash at Trinidad 
10PM 

 
Note 1. Trip 1. The complete trip report for Trip 1 found in report written 4/17/46 (Table 3). Fisherman’s 
Lake Manager report dated October 5th: The M-130 crew included three captains, Nolan, Brock and 
Zelano. Three CAA men were aboard also various LAD officials including Captain Crane, Operations, 
Hawkinson, Traffic: Wolin, Pubril; and four members of the Leopoldville staff. Everyone seemed well 



pleased with their treatment here and the whole station setup. Mr. Murray, CAA, however, disapproved 
the operation until various communications and weather facilities were available, particularly at 
Leopoldville. Evidently another proving flight will be necessary before inauguration of regular passenger 
service. This flight could occur during the middle of October. Mr. Murray said it would be necessary for 
the dispatcher here to make a round trip to Leopoldville on the next flight since FSH-LEO-FSH releases 
would have to be made at this point.  
Lagos was skipped for all flights due to lack of CAA approval for that stop. Nigerian officials began to 
object to this in December as some passenger travel became possible. 
Note 2. Trip 2. The Cuba/Florida Hurricane passed up the west coast of Florida on October 19th and 
crossed Florida at Sarasota but caused damage in Miami. Airports were closed and flights diverted. PAA 
Africa-Orient flights were diverted to New York. It is not known if the China Clipper diverted to another 
port or waited until Biscayne Bay at Miami was cleared. 
Fisherman’s Lake Manager report dated Nov. 1st: The CAA has refused to allow the carriage of 
passengers NAT-FSH-LEO or return to date. The possibility of additional stops on the FSH-LEO sector 
of the flight was discussed with Vice President Dean. This would relieve the transportation bottlenecks 
between FSH and points south. 
Note 3. Fisherman’s Lake Manager report dated December 4th: Indications are that approval will be 
received soon to carry passengers on the NAT-FSH-NAT sector of the M-130 flights. Approval for 
passenger carriage on the FSH-LEO-FSH sector is still uncertain. We are still in desperate need of 
southbound service connection. 
Note 4. PAA requested and CAA approved special survey flight approximately December 10, 1944 to try 
alternate refueling ports. The approval did not list ports but PAA memos list Freetown, Sierra Leone and 
ports in French Equatorial Africa. It is not clear if the survey ever took place. 
Note 5. Fisherman’s Lake Manager report January 6, 1945: Approval for the carriage of passengers on the 
NAT-LEO-NAT sector of the M-130 flights has not yet been received. ATC can now carry war effort 
civilians on a pay basis. Permission for this must be obtained from Col. Currie at Roberts Field on each 
individual case.  
 
 
 



Figures 

1. Lake Piso, Liberia, aka Fisherman’s Lake, as it appears today. 

Photo: Google Earth, CNES/Astrum 

 



2. Lake Piso, Liberia, Earthen Piers built for the flying boats still visible. 

Photo: Google Earth, CNES/Astrum 

 

 



3. Flying Boat Shuttle routes and PAA-Africa basic route. Numerous other locations were served by PAA-Africa. 

 

 



4. PAA Africa-Orient routes as of April 1944 and after the operation moved North in September 1944. 

 

 


